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Foreword

The importance of a series of studies on the decalogue is
emphasized by the fact that it deals with the summary of all truth
and therefore embraces "the whole duty of man."

The law of God demands a careful and prayerful consideration
by every free moral agent living under its jurisdiction and subject to
its penalties, and this includes the whole human race. Obedience to
it is the evidence of love and loyalty, and has in all ages been the
distinguishing mark that has separated the worshipers of the true
God from the devotees of all false deities and counterfeit religious
concepts.

The Ten Commandments constitute the only part of divine
revelation given directly by God Himself without the assistance of a
human instrument. The decalogue was spoken by the voice of God
under circumstances that sent its message rolling down through the
millenniums of time to our day, and on into the endless cycles of
eternity. Its precepts were chiseled by the finger of God in tables of
lasting granite to indicate their value and perpetuity.

Through the gospel the same eternal law that sums up all human
duties and relationships is rewritten by the Holy Spirit on the fleshy
tables of the heart, so that the Word is again made flesh and God's
will is done on earth as it is in heaven.



The new covenant experience magnifies and enforces the
righteous demands of the law in the daily life, so that one can say
with Christ, "I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God: yea, Thy law is
within My heart."

This book was written for and is dedicated to the purpose of
emphasizing the spiritual nature and lessons of the decalogue, with
the hope and prayer that the reader may know from experience the
Imputed and imparted righteousness of Christ that makes it indeed
the law of liberty.

The Author.



The Law of God

Thou shall have no other gods before Me.
2

Thou shall not make unto thee any graven image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. Thou shall not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve them. For | the Lord thy God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me; and
showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, and keep My
commandments.

Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for
the Lord will not hold him guiltless that takes His name in vain.

4

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shall thou
labor, and do all thy work. But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God. In it thou shall not do any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy

3



cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates. For in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and
rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day,
and hallowed it.

Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long
upon the land which the Lord thy God gives thee.

6

Thou shall not kill.

Thou shall not commit adultery.
8

Thou shall not steal.

Thou shall not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
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Thou shall not covet thy neighbor's house, thou shall not covet
thy neighbor's wife, nor his man servant, nor his maidservant, nor
his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbor's.



Chapter 1
The Divine Rule of Life

"God spoke all these words, saying, | am the Lord thy God,
which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage." (Exodus 20:1,2) Although this statement does not
constitute an integral part of the law of the Ten Commandments, its
importance is emphasized by the fact that it is the preface or
prologue to the great fundamental rule of life for all men in all ages.
It indicates, first of all, that the ten precepts about to be proclaimed
are applicable to all mankind. The reason is then given as to why
they should be received and obeyed by the Israelites, to whom they
were directly proclaimed.

The Speaker and Lawgiver was the One who had so mightily
and miraculously delivered them from the power of Pharaoh and the
bondage of Egypt. He had abundantly demonstrated His unlimited
power and sovereign authority over the greatest nation on earth and
His superiority over the gods of the Egyptians. The ten plagues
followed by the mighty deliverance had proved that "the Lord is a
great God, and a great King above all gods"; "the Lord is great, and
greatly to be praised: He is to be feared above all gods. For all the
gods of the nations are idols: but the Lord made the heavens."
(Psalms 95:3; 96:4,5)

In the giving of the decalogue, the Creator, the God who "made
the heavens,"” was speaking. He was also their Redeemer who had
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delivered them from the bondage of Egypt, which was typical of the
far greater deliverance from the slavery of sin and its author, Satan.
The same law applies with equal force to all who are delivered by
the gospel from the darkness and bondage of spiritual Egypt down
through all ages and dispensations. This prologue to the law is
beautifully paraphrased by Isaac Watts:

'l am the Lord; 'tis | proclaim

That glorious and that fearful name,
Thy God and King; 'twas | that broke
Thy bondage, and the Egyptian yoke;
Mine is the right to speak My will;
And your the duty to fulfill."

Universal Sovereignty

"I am the Lord thy God" is a declaration of divine sovereignty,
an assertion of supreme and everlasting dominion and ruler ship.
This declaration or its equivalent is the preamble to every divine
promise, warning, precept, and proclamation recorded in Holy Writ.
Because He is the Lord of all, He has a right to command and to
require obedience of all His creatures. "Thy God" indicates that
obedience is an individual responsibility. It cannot be done by
proxy. The moral law summons each person individually to the
judgment bar of God. The obedience of one can never atone for the
disobedience of another.



The Ruler of the universe prefaced the giving of His law with a
series of mighty miracles to effect the emancipation of His people
from a cruel slavery that was both physical and spiritual, and to
bring punishment upon their oppressors. After making them free, He
gave them "the perfect law of liberty” (James 1:25; 2:12) that they
might remain free. "I will walk at liberty: for | seek Thy precepts"
(Psalms 119:45), declared the psalmist, and a well-known maxim of
the modern world is, "Obedience to law is liberty." Herbert Hoover
recently declared that "liberty lives by law." Law is absolutely
necessary to freedom and civilization.

A noted Jewish scholar declared that the decalogue was
proclaimed at Mount Sinai rather than in Palestine to indicate that it
was given, not for the Jews alone, but for all peoples and races in all
ages. For the giving of the law the Lord chose a time which
precluded any thought of its having a human origin. Such a code of
morals could not have possibly come out of Egyptian civilization,
saturated with gross idolatry, nor from a race of Hebrew slaves who
had mingled with the Egyptians.

The decalogue bears the stamp of divine origin and authorship.
The impressive and spectacular manner in which the law was given
was for the purpose of emphasizing this great fact. (See Exodus
19:1-19) The voice of God was loud and distinct, not alone for the
benefit of the hosts of Israel on the plain below the seven-thousand-
foot granite peak from which He spoke, but also for the benefit of all
mankind as it would go rolling down through the ages.



The Lawgiver

The spelling of the word "LORD" in capital letters identifies the
lawgiver as Jehovah, as it is translated in the American Revised
Version. Jehovah is a combination of three Hebrew words indicating
the eternal, ever-living, self-existent God. "l am the Eternal," is the
James Moffatt translation, and "I am your ever-living God," is the
rendering by Ferrar Fenton. He is the great "I AW who was, and is,
and is to come. He is "the high and lofty one that inhabits eternity."
(Isaiah 57:15) "Lord and "Jehovah" indicate the Redeemer as well as
the Creator; the One with the power to make and remake, create and
recreate. Christ is therefore identified as the lawgiver, as He is
declared to be in Isaiah 33:22 and James 4:12.

That Christ is the Creator is evident from many texts. (See John
1:14; Ephesians 3: 9; Colossians 1:13-19; Hebrews 1:12; Revelation
3:14) Only the Creator can redeem or re-create. Both require the
same omnipotent power. Likewise, only the Lawgiver can redeem
from the curse, penalty, or condemnation of the law. A well-known
writer said:

"Christ was not only the leader of the Hebrews in the
wilderness,--the Angel in whom was the name of Jehovah, and who,
veiled in the cloudy pillar, went before the host,--but it was He who
gave the law to Israel. Amid the awful glory of Sinai, Christ
declared in the hearing of all the people the ten precepts of His
Father's law. It was He who gave to Moses the law engraved upon



the tables of stone.--Mrs. E. G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p.
366.

That Christ was the divine leader of ancient Israel during their
journey from Egypt to Canaan is clearly stated in 1 Corinthians
10:1-4.

The law is a revelation of the very nature of the Lawgiver, a
transcript of His character. The same expressions are used
throughout the Scriptures in describing God and His law, showing
that they are inseparable in character. Both are declared to be
perfect, holy, righteous, good, just, eternal, and unchangeable. The
decalogue is therefore the expression of the eternal and
unchangeable principles of right inherent in the very nature or
character of God. Since the principles of right can never change, the
moral law that proclaims them can never change or become
obsolete.

The holiness, justice, perfection, and righteousness that belong
to the law, belong also to the Lawgiver. The decalogue is organic,
fundamental, and constitutional. It is the foundation of the throne
and government of God. Being an expression of the nature and
character of God, the law must be as perpetual as God Himself, for
the nature of God never changes.
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Law of Principles

To "fear God, and keep His commandments" is declared to be
"the whole duty of man" in Ecclesiastes 12:13, or "the duty of all
men" in the margin of the Revised Version. This is because the law
constitutes a summary of all right principles. The first table with its
four commandments reveals in brief man's whole duty to His Maker,
and the second table with its six precepts sets forth man's whole duty
to his fellow men. Jesus declared that on these two tables, defining
our love to God and man, "hang all the law and the prophets."”
(Matthew 22:36-40) The entire Bible is therefore an unabridged
edition of the decalogue, and the law is a summary of the Scriptures.
The psalmist said, "Thy commandment is exceeding broad." (Psalms
119: 96)

This law of God's nature was implanted in the nature of man at
his creation when he was "made in the image of God." When Adam
was created, the first table of the law began to operate and regulate
his duty toward his Creator. When Eve was created, another
relationship, which must be defined by law, sprang into existence
between creatures, and the second table automatically began to
apply. Both tables must continue in force as long as the Creator and
any of His creatures exist. For this reason the law was in existence
before man was created, to regulate the duties of angels and the
inhabitants of other worlds, and it must continue through all eternity.

The requirements of love and the regulations of duty are as
perpetual as the necessity for them. The Lord wrote the principles of
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His moral law in the mind and upon the fleshy tables of man's heart
at creation, and before sin came into the world they operated as
naturally and spontaneously as the laws of nature do in the physical
world. It was as natural for man to do the will of God as for the
birds to fly, the trees to grow, and the flowers to blossom. Although
sin has changed man's nature, the law of God has not been entirely
erased. This is evident from Romans 2:14-16: "When the Gentiles,
which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law,
these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: which show
the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also
bearing witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing or
excusing one another."

This scripture declares that even the heathen have in their hearts
and consciences a sense of right and wrong which if followed will
bring salvation. Those whose characters have been changed by the
power of God have His image restored in them and under the new
covenant experience the law is again written in the mind and upon
the fleshy tables of the heart, so that they "do by nature the things
contained in the law." It again becomes natural to obey God and
unnatural to disobey.

Righteousness is first of all right being, which is far more
fundamental and important than right doing. Right doing is the fruit
of right being. We must be good before we can do good. If we are
right we will do right. We can then say with Christ, "I delight to do
Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart." (Psalms
40:8) The apostle declared, "This is the love of God, that we keep
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His commandments: and His commandments are not grievous." (1
John 5:1) One writer has beautifully set forth the results of love-
obedience:

'All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart work with
Christ. And if we consent, He will so identify Himself with our
thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts and minds into conformity to
His will, that when obeying Him we shall be but carrying out our
own impulses."--Mrs. E. G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 668.

This is genuine Christianity. A religion that is considered a
sacrifice or burden is spurious. The gospel is good news and glad
tidings. It brings joy and peace, hope and contentment.

A Reign of Law

The entire physical universe is under the dominion of law.
Everywhere unseen and intangible forces are operating in the
control and direction of all things. There is nothing anywhere that is
not governed by law unless it be sinful and rebellious man. The
casting aside of law would soon bring chaos and ruin to all things,
animate and inanimate, organic and inorganic.

All law is the expression of the will and a manifestation of the
character of the Lawgiver. Natural law is the operation of principles
which the Creator implanted in all His creatures, according to the
nature and purpose of each. God is the author of all these laws, and
from Him they derive the impelling power that makes them operate.
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The moral law was in the same way divinely implanted in the
nature of man at creation. At Sinai this law was put in written form.
Paul declared that "it was added because of transgression.”
(Galatians 3:19) It was not the institution of a new law but the
proclaiming of the original law of man's being in a new and
permanent form because of the increase of sin or lawlessness. All
laws carry a penalty for the transgressors, whether they be natural or
moral. The man who puts his hand in the fire or steps off a precipice
must suffer the penalty of natural law. The same is true when we
transgress the laws of our being in eating and drinking. Moral law
must also be obeyed or the penalties endured. There is no escape,
even though the day of reckoning is often delayed. The penalty is
always sure in the end. The wages of sin must be fully paid by
someone--if not by the transgressor, by a Substitute, who meets the
demands of the law in his stead. Justice must be satisfied.

A Perfect Law

Since none of God's laws are arbitrary enactments, but are rather
enunciations of eternal principles of right which grow out of the
very nature of that which is governed, they are therefore as perfect
and eternal as the character of the Creator and Lawgiver. The
psalmist said of the law, "I have seen an end of all perfection."
(Psalms 119:96) He also said, "The law of the Lord is perfect,
converting the soul.”" (Psalms 19:7) This latter statement doubtless
applies to the laws of nature as well as to the moral law. The
psalmist had just been describing the movements of the heavenly
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bodies in obedience to natural law. Since the moral law is based on
the nature of God, it is of necessity perfect and eternal. God never
changes, and therefore His laws can never change.

It is estimated that man has enacted more than thirty-two million
laws in an effort to regulate human conduct, but he has never yet
caught up with the decalogue. The laws of man must be constantly
changed, amended, or abrogated to keep legislation up to date.
Thirty thousand new laws are enacted each year in the Federal and
State legislatures of the United States. In one bill Congress repealed
more than one thousand old and out-of-date laws, and the State of
New jersey eliminated twelve hundred obsolete laws at one time.
The decalogue is both brief and comprehensive, and was given in its
written form thirty-five hundred years ago; yet it has never needed
to be altered or even amended in the least particular. It is just as up
to date and applicable to the needs of mankind today as when it
came from the mouth and the hand of the Eternal. This alone is
enough to prove its divine origin.

An Eternal Law

The psalmist said of the Lord, "The works of His hand are verity
and judgment; all His commandments are sure. They stand fast
forever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness." (Psalms
111:7,8) In the 119th Psalm of twenty-two sections of eight verses
each, the word "commandments" is used twenty-two times. Read it
through carefully and notice how he exalts and even revels in the
commandments of God. The statement of the wise man applies with
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special force to the perpetuity of the law of God: 'l know that
whatsoever God does, it shall be forever: nothing can be put to it,
nor anything taken from it: and God does it, that men should fear
before Him." (Ecclesiastes 3:14)

An infidel once read the books of Moses in order to prove them
untrue. After reading the Ten Commandments, he made this
confession:

'l have been looking into the nature of that law. | have been
trying to see whether | could add anything to it, or take anything
from it, so as to make it better. Sir, 1 cannot! It is perfect! ... Where
did Moses obtain that law, which surpasses the wisdom and
philosophy of the most enlightened ages? He lived at a period
comparatively barbarous; but he has given a lam, in which the
learning and sagacity of all subsequent time can detect no flaw.
Where did he obtain it? He could not have soared so far above his
age as to have devised it himself. | am satisfied where he obtained it.
It came down from heaven. It has convinced me of the truth of the
religion of the Bible.'--D. L. Moody, Weighed and Wanting, pp. 13,
14.

Moody himself said of the law:

"Men may cavil as much as they like about other parts of the
Bible, but | have never met an honest man that found fault with the
Ten Commandments. Infidels may mock the Lawgiver and reject
Him who has delivered us from the curse of the law, but they can't
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help admitting that the commandments are right." "The
commandments of God given to Moses in the mount at Horeb are as
binding today as ever they have been since the time when they were
proclaimed in the hearing of the people."--1d., pp. 11, 15.

Let us notice some other striking testimonies in regard to the
decalogue:

"The Ten Commandments persist because they are moral
axioms as fundamental in social order as are the axioms of
mathematics in the physical sciences. ... The Ten Commandments
are practical, adequate, and binding today. They are all we need for
modem morality. All our ills and evils are ultimately the price the
modern man pays for denying and defying them.'--J. B. Rounds, The
Ten Commandments for Today, p. 5.

"But these commandments, as | have already reminded you;
hold a conspicuous position in that prolonged revelation of Himself,
of His character, His will, and His relations to mankind, which God
made to the Jewish people. They can, therefore, never become
obsolete. The changing circumstances of the human race cannot
destroy the significance and worth of any institutions or facts which
reveal the life of God."--R. W. Dale, The Ten Commandments, p. 5.

"Next to the revelation of divine love in Palestine, the
declaration of divine will in Egypt is the greatest event which the
world has seen, the most powerful moral force in history. ... No
moral system ever humanly formulated before or since, ... can
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approach, much less equal, or excel, these ten words of God. For all
time, human duty is condensed and declared with an authority
which, in its divinity, can be neither surpassed nor superseded."
"God and man, religion and morality, the sum of divine and human
relationships, what God requires of man, what man owes to God, are
all included. However much the revelation of God's will way be
amplified, however far the righteousness of man's walk may be
advanced, the range of the moral law will never be surpassed.”--
John Bupr, Studies on the Ten Commandments, pp. 1, 11.

"The highest civilization the world has yet reached has not gone
beyond, has not even attained to the carrying out of these principles.
No reason has been discovered for setting aside a single command
as unworthy of God or man. Neither is there any prospect that man
will ever become conscious, during this earthly stage of his
existence, of a principle of his being which is not covered by the law
of God, nor of a 'fitness of things' not provided for, nor of a way of
securing happiness other than obedience to it."--Ferdinand S.
Schenck, The Ten Commandments, p. 8.

Of this "perfect law of liberty" we can truly say that "higher has
the human thought not yet reached." Let us notice one more
testimony written by a well known modern historian:

"In reviewing the Mosaic legislation, we notice both those

ordinances which are based on immutable truth for the rule of all
nations to the end of time, and those prescribed for the peculiar
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situation and exigencies of the Jews as a theocratic state, isolated
from other nations.

"The moral code of Moses, by far the most important and
universally accepted, rests on the fundamental principles of theology
and morality. How lofty, how impressive, how solemn this code!
How it appeals at once to the consciousness of all minds in every
age and nation, producing convictions that no sophistry can weaken,
binding the conscience with irresistible and terrific bonds--those
immortal Ten Commandments, engraved on the two tables of stone,
and preserved in the innermost sanctuary of the Jews, yet
reappearing in all their literature, accepted and reaffirmed by Christ,
entering into the religious system of every nation that has received
them, and forming the cardinal principles of all theological belief!

"All Christian nations have accepted these Ten Commandments,
even Mohammedan nations, as appealing to the universal
conscience--not a mere Jewish code, but a primary law, susceptible
of boundless obligation, never to be abrogated; a direct injunction of
the Almighty to the end of time. ... They seem to be designed not
merely for Jews, but for Gentiles also, since there is no escape from
their obligation. They may seem severe in some of their
applications, but never unjust; and as long as the world endures, the
relations between man and man are to be settled on lofty moral
grounds."--John Lord, Beacon Lights of History, Vol. Il, pp. 107-
110.
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Purpose of the Law

That the law plays an important part in conversion is evident
from the statement of the psalmist, "The law of the Lord is perfect,
converting the soul." The law is the weapon, or instrument, in the
hands of the Holy Spirit by which men are convicted of sin. Sin is
divinely declared to be "the transgression of the law." (1 John 3:4)
Paul declared that "where there is no law, there is no transgression,"
and that "sin is not imputed when there is no law." (Romans 4:15;
5:13) The purpose of the law, therefore, is to define sin and
convince sinners of its exceeding sinfulness. The apostle says: "Now
we know that what things so ever the law says, it says to them who
are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the
world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the
law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin." (Romans 3:19,20)

The law and the gospel work hand in hand in the redemption of
sinful man. The law cannot take away sin. That was the purpose of
the coming of the Savior, who "was manifested to take away our
sins."” (1 John 3:5) Jesus did not come to take away the law, bur
rather the transgressions of the law. All the law can do is to
convince a guilty sinner that he is under the penalty of eternal death.
Pardon and cleansing must come through Christ and the gospel.
Before a sick man will apply the remedy of the physician, he must
be convinced that he is sick. Before a man can realize his need of a
Savior, he must be made to realize that he is a sinner, and that is the
purpose of the law.
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For this reason the law and the gospel cannot be enemies.
Salvation and righteousness by law are an impossibility. If it were
possible the tragedy of Calvary would have been unnecessary. Paul's
epistles to the Romans and the Galatians are commentaries on the
relationship between the law and the gospel, showing that both are
necessary in the plan of redemption. This relationship is beautifully
set forth in Romans 7:7-14; 8:1-14.

Charles Wesley gave the law its proper place in his preaching.
He said that he first gathered his congregations at the foot of the
mount of the law to hear the divine standard of righteousness and be
placed under the conviction of sin and the condemnation of eternal
death. He brought them to the place of hopelessness expressed by
the apostle Paul in the seventh chapter of Romans, and in the
following poem:

"My sins appeared but small before,
Till terribly | saw
How perfect, holy, just and pure, Was Your eternal law.

Then felt my soul the heavy load,
My sins revived again;

| had provoked a dreadful God,
And all my hopes were slain."

In this hopeless and undone condition Wesley led his
congregation to the mount of Calvary and revealed to them the way
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of escape. He gave them the remedy for the terrible disease of sin.
He showed them the "fountain opened to the house of David ... for
sin and uncleanness," in which a man can plunge and be cleansed
from all his guilty stains. Under deep conviction of sin his hearers
were ready to hear the good news of salvation through faith in the
atoning blood of Immanuel, the God-man.

This method of preaching the gospel is still orthodox. It is not
out of date and never will be. A balanced presentation of the law and
the gospel will lighten the earth with the glory of God when "the
everlasting gospel™ is proclaimed to the ends of the earth under the
latter rain of pentecostal power, when the Lord will finish the work,
and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord
make upon the earth." (Romans 9:28)
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Chapter 2
The True Object of Worship

That there is a close relation between obedience and spiritual
vision is evident from the statement, "Where there is no vision, the
people perish: but he that keeps the law, happy is he." (Proverbs
29:18) The same is indicated by the prayer of the psalmist, "Open
Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy
law." (Psalms 119:18)

Spiritual vision illuminates the law, and obedience to the law
increases spiritual vision until its revelations are wonderful.
Viewing the decalogue under the magnifying glass of spiritual
vision convinces us that it is so "exceeding broad" that it embraces
"the whole duty of man," and that on the two tables which set forth
man's duties to his Creator and to his fellow men "hang all the law
and the prophets."

The law is indeed a summary of divine revelation. It is the Bible
In miniature. Jesus came into the world to "magnify the law," and to
"make it honorable," and it is through His teachings that our eyes are
open to its spiritual import. The gospel always magnifies rather than
nullifies the law. "Do we then make void the law through faith?"
asked the apostle Paul. He then answered, "God forbid: yea, we
establish the law." (Romans 3:31)
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Divisions of the Law

The decalogue was divinely divided into two parts, as indicated
by the two tables of stone on which it was written by the finger of
God. The purpose of this division is clear. The first table, with its
four commandments, regulates man's duty to his Creator. The
person who loves God with supreme affection will observe these
precepts. The second table, with its six commandments, regulates
man's duties toward his fellow men. If we love our neighbors as we
love ourselves, we will naturally observe these commandments.

The law is also divided into ten separate precepts.
(Deuteronomy 4:13) It is for this reason that the law is called "the
decalogue." Deca indicates ten, and logos means words. It is the ten
words or laws. There has been a difference of opinion as to the
identity of some of the ten. The Jews generally count the preface as
the first commandment and unite the commands against idolatry and
Image worship. The Roman Catholics and the Lutherans make one
command out of what is usually known as the first two and divide
the command against covetousness, following the custom of
Augustine. Protestants in general use the division adopted by the
Greek and Reformed churches. This division was accepted by
Josephus, Philo, Origen, the Protestant Reformers, and most of the
modern Bible students.
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The First Commandment

"I am the Lord thy God. ... Thou shall have no other gods before
Me," or "beside Me' (Revised Version), is the first of the Ten
Commandments. In this precept the Lord proclaims Himself the true
God. He is therefore the one true object of worship. Pagan Rome
would gladly have accepted Jesus Christ as one of their many gods,
but they were unwilling to acknowledge Him as the Son of the one
and only true Deity. It is even difficult for many who claim to
worship the true and living God to sing from the heart the closing
stanza from William Cowper's beautiful hymn, "O, for a Closer
Walk":

"The dearest idol | have known,
What ever that idol be,

Help me to tear it from Thy throne,
And worship only Thee."

At the time of the giving of the law the Lord had just
demonstrated His supreme power over all other gods by a series of
mighty miracles in the deliverance of His people from Egyptian
bondage, and He prefaced His commands by reminding Israel of
that great fact: "I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shall have
no other gods before Me."

The revelation to man of the one true and eternal God, who
alone deserves worship and divine honors, is the first and most
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important of all the articles of the Christian faith. To reveal to man
the true and ever-living God is the whole purpose of the Scriptures,
the gospel, and the first advent of the Son of God.

Summary of the Law

Just as the decalogue is the summary of the Scriptures, the first
commandment is the summary of the whole law. In principle it
prohibits all kinds of idolatry and everything in the nature of false
worship. Jesus gave a summary of man's whole duty when He said
to the tempter who offered Him the dominion of the world for an act
of worship, "Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shall
worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shall thou serve."
(Matthew 4:10)

It was idolatry, or false worship, that excluded man from
Paradise, and the passport to Paradise restored is the worship of and
obedience to the only true God. 'Blessed are they that do His
commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may
enter in through the gates into the city." (Revelation 22:14)

Because He is the Creator, the supreme right of the Lord in this
world is the recognition of His sovereignty and the reverent
obedience of His subjects. The first and greatest of all the
obligations of man is to his Creator, in whom "we live, and move,
and have our being." In the first commandment, therefore, is the
foundation of the whole law, the basis of all the commands that
follow.
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The decalogue, like the Lord's prayer, begins at the place of all
beginnings with God. That is where the Bible begins" In the
beginning God created the heaven and the earth." The New
Testament begins at the same place: "In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." (John
1:1) The Gospel of John is just as truly the beginning of the New
Testament as is the book of Matthew.

There is no other place to begin, but with God. Jesus declared
Himself to be the "first," the "Alpha,” the "beginning,"” and "the
beginning of the creation of God." On the banks of the Jordan,
Moses repeated the first commandment in the words, "Hear, 0O
Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord." (Deuteronomy 6:4)

He then added, "And thou shall love the Lord thy God with all
your heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might." (Verse 5)
It was in these words that Jesus summed up the first table of the
decalogue. (See Matthew 22:36-38)

The apostle Paul declared that "we know that an idol is nothing
in the world, and that there is none other God but one. For though
there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there
be gods many, and lords many,) but to us there is but one God, the
Father, of whom are all things, and we in Him; and one Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom are all things, and we by Him." (1 Corinthians 8:4-
6)
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Evidence of Divinity

The Lord does not leave us without proof of His divinity and
supremacy over all other gods. He issues two challenges to false
gods, which they are unable to meet. The first and greatest evidence
of Deity is the power to create, and Jehovah challenges all other
gods to prove their right to be worshiped by exhibiting the power of
creation. (See Psalms 95:3,5,6; 96:8-10; 86:8-10; lIsaiah 45:18-22;
Jeremiah 10:10-15)

It is because Jehovah is the Creator that the sinless inhabitants of
heaven worship Him. In vision the revelator saw these creatures
"“fall down before Him that sat on the throne, and worship Him that
lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne,
saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and
power: for Thou has created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are
and were created.” (Revelation 4:10,11) There is no other true basis
of worship. No created being has a right to worship or receive
worship from another creature. Since no creature has creative
power, the Creator alone is the true and only God.

The Lord also issues another challenge to false gods as a proof
of His divinity and the right to command and receive worship,
namely, His ability to see and foretell the future. (Isaiah 41:21-24;
48:3-6) Only the members of the Godhead can foresee and forecast
future events. All prophecy originates with the Father, and is
revealed to man by the Son through the agencies of the Holy Spirit,
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the angels, and the prophets. (See 1 Peter 1:10,11; 2 Peter 1:19-21;
Revelation 1:1)

The angel Gabriel, the most exalted creature in the heavenly
host, refused to receive worship from the prophet John, because he
himself was likewise a creature. He told him to "worship God."
(Revelation 19:10) Paul and Barnabas indignantly refused worship
and divine honors from the people of Lystra because of a miracle
they had performed in their midst. "They rent their clothes, and ran
In among the people, crying out, and saying, Sirs, why do you these
things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto
you that you should turn from these vanities unto the living God,
which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are
therein." (Acts 14:14,15) In accepting worship, Satan or any of his
followers exalt themselves to the place of God.

Polytheism Condemned

The first command is a condemnation of, and a warning against,
polytheism, or the worship of many gods. "There be gods many, and
lords many," said Paul. It has been estimated that the Greeks
worshiped thirty thousand gods. The Babylonians "praised the gods
of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone."
(Daniel 5:4) The gods of the Egyptians were almost innumerable.
The Romans had so many gods that in the city of Rome they built a
temple called the Pantheon, or the temple of all the gods. They were
so numerous that the priests of the temple could not name or
enumerate them all. Modern India is said to have more than
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330,000,000 gods, and they are almost as numerous in China. The
Israelites had just been delivered from a nation where polytheism
and pantheism reigned supreme, and from which the Jews were
never completely delivered till after their return from Babylonian
captivity. The Promised Land was filled with nations that were
polytheistic in their worship, and whose gods became a snare to the
children of Israel. Polytheism is the religion of the vast majority of
the inhabitants of the modern world, and the first commandment of
the decalogue is just as applicable and up to date as when given
thirty-five hundred years ago. The law of God is universal. It
belongs to the whole human race in all ages. Even in countries
where idols or graven images are no longer worshiped as such, gods
in other forms constitute an idolatry no less displeasing to Jehovah.

Idolatry Defined

The apostle Paul defines idolatry as the exchanging of "the truth
of God for a lie" and the worshiping and serving of "the creature
rather than the Creator" (Romans 1:25, R.V.), or "more than the
Creator." "They had bartered the reality of God for what is unreal,
and had offered divine honors and religious service to created
things, rather than to the Creator," is the Weymouth translation. In
other words idolatry in its broad meaning is false worship of every
kind. Any object of adoration and worship that takes the place of
God or comes between us and God is an idol.

Creature worship is just as popular and universal now as when
paganism reigned supreme. It began at the dawn of human history
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when man first sinned. Adam set up an idol in his heart when he
served and obeyed Satan instead of the Creator by eating of the
forbidden fruit. That was the beginning of idolatry and false worship
in the earth. Self and Satan took the place of God. Creature worship
supplanted Creator worship.

Idolatry in many forms became prevalent among the
descendants of Adam and Eve. It was the great sin of the
antediluvian world. It was reintroduced after the deluge by the great
rebel Nimrod. Babylon became the cradle of an idolatrous and
spurious worship that has come down to modern times. The
counterfeit religion of Satan is still divinely called "Babylon the
Great, the Mother of Harlots and Abomination of the Earth."
(Revelation 17:5)

Modern ldolatry

For the vast majority of earth's inhabitants there has been no
change in the forms of pagan idolatry. The same gods without
change even in names are being worshiped in heathen and pagan
lands. In countries influenced by the gospel the old gods are still
present but in different forms and under new names. The only
graven images known to many of us are those seen in museums or
exhibited by missionaries returned from heathen lands. There is not
the least danger of our worshiping images in these forms of gross
idolatry, but the devil is cunning and deceptive. He has hidden the
identity of the old gods in new and more attractive garments, and
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they are worshiped with as much fervor and devotion as were the
gods in days of yore.

The instinct to worship was divinely planted in human nature. It
IS not even necessary to command worship, for all races of mankind,
whether their civilization be high or low, have had deities and forms
of worship. Voltaire declared that "if there were no God, it would be
necessary to invent Him." And Theodore Parker truthfully said,
"Yet, if he would, man cannot live all to this world. If not religious,
he will be superstitious. If he worship not the true God, he will have
his idols." Job recognized the universal instinct to worship and the
inherent principle of idolatry in fallen man when he said, "If | have
made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my
confidence. If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because
mine hand had gotten much; if | beheld the sun when it shined, or
the moon walking in brightness; and my heart hath been secretly
enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand: this also was an iniquity
to be punished by the judge: for 1 should have denied the God that is
above." (Job 31:24-28)

In this text gold and wealth in which men trust is reckoned as
idolatry, along with the worship of the heavenly bodies. The god of
gold is one of the chief gods of modern idolatry. The ancient name
of this god was "Mammon," and Jesus declared, "You cannot serve
God and Mammon." Today the rule of gold is more powerful than
the golden rule in the lives of the majority of human beings.
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The Lord is "a jealous God" who refuses to share worship with
any other god. The worship of the true God cannot be mixed with
the worship of false gods.

An ancient proverb declares that "when the half-gods go, the
gods arrive." When we dismiss all the lesser gods, the great God
Himself arrives to claim our allegiance and worship. With Him it is
all or none. He accepts no half-hearted service. We must seek and
serve Him with all the heart. The promise is, "The Lord is with you,
while you be with Him; and if you seek Him, He will be found of
you; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you." (2 Chronicles
15:2) We are then told that the Jews "sought Him with their whole
desire; and He was found of them: and the Lord gave them rest
round about." (Verse 15) Jesus laid down the same principle when
He said, "He that is not with Me is against Me; and he that gathers
not with Me scatters abroad." (Matthew 12:30) One writer has
recently said:

"We of today do not believe in these lesser gods. But in spite of
that fact, we are as truly polytheists as they. We no longer think of
Mars as a person, but we worship the things for which he stood with
the same loyal devotion of those of the long ago. We no longer bow
at the shrine of Venus, but that for which Venus stood still lays its
enslaving and defiling hand on millions. We would never dream of
worshiping Bacchus, the god of drink and revelry, as a person. But
perhaps he has never been shown greater respect, nor had more
willing worshipers, than in wet America today."--Clovis G.
Chappell, Ten Rules for Living, p. 22.
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Some of the forms of modern idolatry have been aptly stated by
another writer:

"While spurning gods plural and poor, and while acknowledging
the sole superlative Jehovah, man may be, and often is, offering only
a divided allegiance, a partial worship, to the one true God. What,
for example, though we know and assert that there is no such being
as Bacchus, if we put ourselves under bondage to that of which
Bacchus of classical lore was the acknowledged deity, and become
slaves to dissipation, in one or other of its many forms?

What matters it, if Plutus, in mythological person, is discredited
and disowned by us, if, on the other hand, we are actual, or even
would-be, worshipers in the temple of Mammon, which is
prominent, if not pre-eminent, in the life and interest of today? If we
have long ago deposed Hygeia, the goddess of health, from her
godhead, do we not all today worship at the shrine of Hygiene? Nay,
do some of us accord more reverence and service to the cause of
bodily health than we do to that of the welfare and peace of the
soul?'--John Burr, Studies on the Ten Commandments, pp. 17, 18.

An Up-to-Date Law

The first commandment, as well as the other nine, is as up to
date now as when first spoken. It is indeed strange that some believe
and even teach 'that this great code of morals was set aside by
Christ. Some of the Jews accused Christ of this purpose, for which
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He gave them the following severe rebuke: "Think not that | am
come to destroy the law or the prophets: | am not come to destroy,
but to fulfill. For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least
in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them,
the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." (Matthew
5:17-19)

This statement precludes the possibility of even it the least™ of
these ten commands becoming obsolete or being eliminated from
the decalogue. It goes still further and declares that not even "one jot
or one tittle" the dot over an "I" or the cross of a 'T" will ever "pass
from the law." Jesus declared that the smallest people in the
estimation of the inhabitants of the universe are those who break
even the least of them and that the man who teaches others to
transgress is a little man engaged in little business. On the other
hand, the truly great in this world are those who carefully obey
every command and by precept and example lead others to loyalty
to Jehovah by living in harmony with the fundamental law of His
kingdom.

Speaking of the first of the Ten Commandments, Ferdinand S.
Schenck said:

"It is claimed by some that the Lord Jesus Christ has abolished
the Ten Commandments. On the contrary Christ claims that He
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came not to destroy but to fulfill the law. The law can give no ability
to keep it--that is not its province. It shows the rule of duty, awakens
the conscience, holds before us God's lofty ideal, incites all the
power within us to highest action; but there its mission ends. It
evokes all the power within, but confers no power from without. ...
Christ abolish this commandment! And God no longer claim the
highest place in man's thoughts and affections! No, never! Man may
degrade himself, but God will never degrade him. Christ came
bringing divine power to restore man from degradation to the high
nobility of keeping this commandment. His glorious work is not to
set it aside, but to re-establish it as the rule of life to all His
followers."--The Ten Commandments and the Lord's Prayer, pp. 24,
25.

Not only a return to religion, but a return to the worship of the
only true and living God is the demand of the gospel and the call of
the hour. "This is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou has sent,". Were the words
of Jesus in His prayer to the Father as recorded in John 17:1 This is
the very essence of true knowledge, the acme of real education, and
to seek for it should be our first work.
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Chapter 3
The True Mode of Worship

"Thou shall not make unto thee any graven image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. Thou shall not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve them. For | the Lord thy God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me; and
showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, and keep My
commandments.” (Exodus 20:4-6)

While the first and second commandments of the decalogue are
closely related in that they both prohibit idolatry and false worship,
there is, nevertheless, a distinct difference between them. The first
deals with the question of who is the true God, and the second, of
how He shall be worshiped. The second is not a repetition of the
first as some believe. The distinction is as great as that which exists
between any of the other ten. The first commandment reveals the
true object of worship; and the second, the true mode of worship.
The first tells us who alone must be worshiped, and the second tells
us how He must be worshiped, or how He must not be worshiped.
The first prohibits false gods; the second forbids false forms of
worship.

The first commandment deals with our conception of God; the
second, with our external acts as manifested in worship. The second
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Is directed against the false worship of the true God. He must not be
worshiped through idols or images or any other visible
manifestations. We must not forget that the negative always implies
the positive. Prohibited false gods and false worship presupposed a
true God and a true mode of worship, and forbidden sins always
involve commanded duties. The negative command, "Thou shall
not," always implies the positive command, "Thou shall." Iniquity
forbidden indicates righteousness commanded. The command,
"Thou shall have no other gods before Me," implies the command,
"Thou shall worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shall thou
serve."

Spiritual Worship

Both internal belief and external acts are involved in worship,
and these are distinguished by the first two commandments. The
outward acts of worship reveal the thoughts and intents of the heart.
As a man "thinks in his heart, so is he" in conduct. The distinction
between false gods and false forms of worship must be recognized,
for counterfeit methods of worshiping even the true God are a
dangerous species of idolatry.

We are told that spiritual things are spiritually discerned. (1
Corinthians 2:14) It is therefore impossible to portray spiritual
things through material images or representations. To the woman at
the well in Samaria, Jesus said, "God is a Spirit: and they that
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth." (John 4:24)
The prohibiting of bodily prostration to visible gods or idols
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presupposes the spiritual worship of the invisible God. To attempt to
substitute a visible image of a created object for the invisible
Creator Himself would be as foolish as substituting the light of a
candle for the light of the sun. Jesus said to the woman, "The hour
comes, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeks such to worship
Him." (John 4:23) This is the spiritual worship demanded in the
second commandment. True worship is far more than religious
forms and ceremonies. Worship is always perverted and degraded
by those who become fully occupied with externals and substitute
them for spiritual experience. The vision of the Christian must
transcend things material and behold the spiritual, and like Moses be
able to endure, "as seeing Him who is invisible." (Hebrews 11:27)

Graven Images

The second commandment first of all forbids the making of
Images or likeness of any created object in heaven or earth for the
purpose of worship. That it does not prohibit pictures in the form of
paintings, engravings, photographs, or statues for other purposes
than worship is evident from the fact that the Lord, soon after this
command was given, directed Moses to make such likeness in
connection with the building of the sanctuary. Moses was
commanded to make engraved and embroidered figures of angels,
oxen, lions, trees, fruits, and flowers. When he erected the temple at
Jerusalem under divine direction, Solomon declared that "he carved
all the walls of the house round about with carved figures of
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cherubims and palm trees and open flowers within and without." (1
Kings 6:29)

In 1 Kings 7:29 we are told that there were statues of "lions,
oxen, and cherubims." The tabernacle and temple were both built
under divine direction, and we can be sure that the Lord would
never transgress His own command or compel His people to do so.
At a later time the Lord directed Moses to make the likeness of a
serpent and set it up in the camp of Israel. Seven centuries later
when 'this brazen serpent was venerated as an object of worship,
King Hezekiah had it destroyed. (2 Kings 18:3-7) Everything
depends on the motive or purpose for which the likeness is made.
The fact that the Jews have never been given to painting or
sculpturing is no argument against these arts or an excuse for such
extreme and fanatical positions taken by some professed Christians.
The work of human hands is not forbidden by the second
commandment. The prohibition has to do only with the worship of
that work. Only when the work becomes the object of worship is it
idolatry.

The injunction, "My little children, guard yourselves from
idols," was written, not to the image-worshiping heathen, but to
Christians. The most dangerous forms of idolatry are not easily
discernible. A superstitious reverence for the forms, ceremonies, and
ordinances of religion may lead to idolatry. The worshiper who
trusts in baptism as a means of salvation rather than as an outward
sign of an inward cleansing has made this ordinance an idol.
Likewise he who looks to the bread and wine of the communion
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service rather than to that which it represents, is an idol worshipper.
To make saving acts of religious symbols is to transform them into
idols.

Creature Worship

An idol is any creature or created thing put in the place of God.
Idolatry is creature rather than Creator worship, and of all forms of
idolatry the most degraded and senseless is the worship of the mere
image of the genuine. A man is always superior to what he makes,
and in worshiping the works of his own hands he is worshiping that
which is below and inferior to himself. Image worship is even
inferior to the worship of what God has made. But a picture or
Image even of God, if such a thing were possible, would of necessity
degrade our conception of Him. To make sure that man can never
make an imitation or likeness of God, He has made Himself
invisible to man and has never permitted him to behold His person.
It is therefore impossible to produce a picture, engraving, or statue
of the Creator. On the banks of the Jordan, Moses gave a detailed
explanation of the second commandment, in which he reminded the
children of Israel that when the law was given on Mount Sinai they
saw no similitude of the Lawgiver: "Take you therefore good heed
unto yourselves; for you saw no manner of similitude on the day that
the Lord spoke unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire."
(Deuteronomy 4:15) This is one of the reasons why no man hath
seen God at any time."

41



If God had at any time displayed His person to man, idolatry
would have been much worse. It is for this same reason that Christ
left no painting or even word picture of Himself by which we may
know what He looked like. Our pictures of Him are of very doubtful
origin. They are simply the product of human imagination and
doubtless bear but little or no resemblance to His appearance during
His earthly sojourn. The prophet declared that when He would come
into the world there would be "no form nor comeliness; and when
we shall see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him."
(Isaiah 53:2)

When the law was given, the Israelites had just been delivered
from one of the worst forms of pagan idolatry and were about to
enter a land filled with idols and idolatry. In both Egypt and Canaan
polytheism and pantheism reigned supreme. The Egyptians
worshiped "the likeness of male and female." Osiris and his wife,
Isis, were the chief Egyptian divinities. All heathen gods were men
and women in their originals. After their death they were deified and
worshiped, and still are, under various names.

In Egypt the ox and the heifer were objects of worship, as were
also the stork, crane, hawk, crocodile, serpent, frog, and the fish of
the river Nile. Every living thing was a god, and God was in every
living thing. Within forty days after receiving the law with its
prohibitions of idolatry, the Israelites made and worshiped a golden
calf, demonstrating the instability and untrustworthiness of human
nature. The golden calf was probably never intended to represent a
false god, but was their conception of the image of Jehovah, who
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had brought them out of the land of Egypt. Aaron said to them,
"These be thy gods, O lIsrael, which brought thee up out of the land
of Egypt." (Exodus 32:4) The next day Aaron proclaimed "a feast to
the Lord" or "to Jehovah." (American Revised Version.) They had
not seen "any manner of similitude™ of Jehovah, and feeling that
they must have some visible representation of Him, they made one
after the manner of one of the gods of Egypt with which they were
so familiar.

Heathen Claims

The most enlightened heathen have always claimed that they did
not worship the idol or image itself, but the being or power dwelling
In or represented by it. This was doubtless the conception of Aaron
and the Israelites at the base of Mount Sinai. They probably had no
idea of deliberately worshiping a false god, but Jehovah, through a
visible symbol of Him. That this is the pagan idea of worship is
evident from the following: "We worship the gods ... through the
Images.” "We do not consider materials of brass, silver, or other
things of which the statues are made, to be themselves gods, or
sacred divinities, but in these materials we worship and venerate the
gods whom the holy dedication brings in and causes to dwell in the
Images wrought by the craftsman."--Arnobius, Against the Heathen,
book 6, chaps. 9,17. Arnobius lived near the close of the third
century A. D.

Another pagan said: "Visible and tangible images are, as it were,
only the bodies of the gods, and that there dwelt in them certain
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spirits, which have been invited to come into them, and which have
power to inflict harm, or to fulfill the desires of those by whom
divine honors and services are rendered them."--Hermes
Trismegistus, quoted by Augustine' in The City of God, book 8,
chap. 23. This is also the position of the Greek and Roman Catholics
in regard to the images of Christ, angels, and saints. They claim that
they do not worship the images themselves, but what they represent.
But this is also clearly forbidden in the second commandment.
"Thou shall not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them," is a
condemnation of Catholic practices, and for this reason the second
commandment is eliminated from most of their writings, even
though it is found in the Latin Vulgate which is considered by
Roman Catholics to be even more authentic than the original
Scriptures themselves.

Worship of the Dead

The worship of images is really the worship of dead and deified
men and women who after death supposedly became gods or "as
gods." All graven images represent dead heroes, ancestors, or saints.
At its root idolatry is ancestor worship.

"Sun worship and nature worship constituted the essence of the
pagan system. But there is, nevertheless, the strongest evidence to
show that the first originals of the pagan gods were men who after
death were deified; that this was the real foundation of the pagan
system. And that these spirits of the dead, according to their
different attributes, were subsequently identified with the sun, moon
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and stars, etc., which were regarded as their habitations."--J.
Garnier, The Worship of the Dead, p. 13.

Hesiod, a contemporary of Homer, said: " "The gods were holy
men, and the sun, moon, stars were regarded as intelligences
because they were the abode of deified men.' " " "The gods were the
souls of men who were afterwards worshiped by their posterity, on
account of their extraordinary virtues."'--Faber, Origin of Pagan
Idolatry, Vol. 11, pp. 224, 227. This is also the basis for the worship
and veneration of saints by Roman Catholics. Plutarch states that the
Egyptian priests taught "that Cronus, Osirus, Horus, and all their
other principal deities were once mere men, but that after they died
their souls migrated into some one or other of the heavenly bodies,
and became the animating spirits of their new celestial mansions."--
De Iside, p. 354. Cicero declared that " 'the initiated (into the pagan
mysteries) must know that they worshiped men's souls departed
from their bodies into heaven, and that all heaven was filled with
men.""--Bishop Cumberland, Tully and Tusculam Questions, p. 349.
This is the origin of the saying that a person "has found his place in
the sun."

Demon Worship

Since the dead are unconscious and "know not anything” and
have nothing whatever to do with "anything that is done under the
sun" (Ecclesiastes 9:5,6), and the pretended spirits of the dead are
really the spirits of devils, or evil angels, impersonating the dead for
the purpose of deception, the worship of idols constitutes demon
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worship and is so designated in the Scriptures. Moses told the
Israelites that they "shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils,
after whom they have gone a whoring." (Leviticus 17:7) He also
said: "They provoked Him to jealousy with strange gods, with
abominations provoke they Him to anger. They sacrificed unto
devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that
came newly up, whom your fathers feared not. Of the Rock that
made thee thou art unmindful, and has forgotten God that formed
thee." (Deuteronomy 32:16-18)

In Psalms 106: 36-38 we are told that the children of Israel
"served their idols: which were a snare unto them" and "they
sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils" when they
"sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan." In verse 28 we are told that
the Israelites "joined themselves also unto Baalpeor, and ate the
sacrifices of the dead." The apostle Paul declared that the pagan
Gentiles "sacrifice to devils, and not to God." (1 Corinthians 10:20)
This explains why idol worship is such an abomination unto the
Lord. In reality it is the worship of Satan, "the god of this world,"
which is creature worship of the worst type. How true it is that "the
whole world lies in the power of the evil one." Idolatry is Satan's
effort to substantiate his first lie to Adam and Eve when he said,
"You shall not surely die: for God does know that in the day you eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and you shall be as gods,
knowing good and evil." (Genesis 3:4,5) He is still saying that the
dead are not surely dead, but are gods, or as gods. The majority of
mankind believe this lie. The belief in the immortality of the soul is
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almost universal. This is the very essence of paganism and the
foundation of demon worship.

The Great Apostasy

The great apostasy, or "falling away" from the apostolic faith,
during the early Christian centuries was a return to heathen idolatry
under the disguise of a Christian exterior. The apostles were
scarcely dead before the early Christians began to make images of
them and venerate relics of apostolic days. This apostasy ripened
into its full fruitage between the fourth and eighth centuries. The
historian Gibbon says of this change in the form of the Christian
religion:

"The sublime and simple theology of the primitive Christians
was gradually corrupted; and the monarchy of heaven, already
clouded by metaphysical subtleties, was degraded by the
introduction of a popular mythology, which tended to restore the
reign of polytheism."--Edward Gibbon, History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire, Vol. 11, chap. 28, p. 619.

"The first introduction of a symbolic worship was in the
veneration of the cross, and of relics. ... At first, the experiment was
made with caution and scruple; and the venerable pictures [of saints
and martyrs] were discreetly allowed to instruct the ignorant, to
awaken the cold, and to gratify the prejudices of the heathen
proselytes." "Before the end of the sixth century, these images ...
were the objects of worship, and the instruments of miracles." "But
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in the beginning of the eighth century. ... the more timorous Greeks
were awakened by an apprehension, that under the mask of
Christianity, they had restored the religion of their fathers."--1d.,
Vol. IV, chap. 49, pp. 249, 250, 252, 253.

It seems to be a human instinct to want to worship something
visible and tangible. It is so much easier to be carnal than spiritual.
This explains the general demand for ritualism on the part of
unspiritual people. They seem to feel that a great outward show of
religion makes up for the lack of an inward experience. They do not
seem to know that "the things which are seen are temporal; but the
things which are not seen are eternal." (2 Corinthians 4:18) The
most lasting and valuable things even of this life are invisible. Love,
joy, peace, righteousness, and character cannot be seen, and yet they
are more precious and eternal than all the things that are visible to
the naked eye. Faith is said to be "the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen." (Hebrews 11:1)

A Jealous God

"For I ... am a jealous God," is the reason the Lord gives as to
why man should worship Him alone. This is not the kind of jealousy
so severely condemned in the Scriptures. This is a just and holy
jealousy that is free from sin. Human jealousy is usually based on
selfishness. It is characterized by envy and unjust suspicion. It is the
result of a lack of trust and confidence. Human jealousy is divinely
declared to be "as cruel as the grave." "O jealousy, thou ugliest fiend
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of hell!" exclaimed Harmah More, and it is described in Othello as
"the green-eyed monster which doth mock the meat it feeds on."

But God's jealousy is the off spring of love. His love for us is so
great that He will brook no rivals. He so values our purity and
happiness that He threatens to destroy all that would mar them. A
father guards and protects his children and a husband his wife with
jealous care, because of his love for them. Dale spoke of this sort of
love when he said that "jealousy is but the anger and pain of injured
and insulted love."

False gods and false worship wound God's love. The original
word for jealousy indicates the jealousy of a husband for the purity
of his wife, whom he loves with an affection that will tolerate no
rival. All through the Scriptures the relationship between God and
His people is represented by the marriage union, which is the
sweetest and most intimate human relationship known. The
violation of this relationship is the greatest of all human trespasses.
It is for this reason that idolatry is so displeasing to God. All through
the Scriptures it is designated spiritual fornication and adultery.

Penalty and Promise
The second commandment is enforced by a threatened penalty
and sustained by a precious promise: "l the Lord thy God am a

jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me. And
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showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me and keep My
commandments."

This is not an arbitrary decree. It is the unalterable and eternal
law of heredity and environment that the sins and faults of the
parents are handed down to their children. It is the way of life, and it
Is foolish to question its justice. "They enslave their children's
children who make a compromise with sin,” is a true saying. That
the parents' traits and tendencies are transmitted to their posterity is
a well-known law of science. It is not guesswork. It is a scientific
fact.

Most of the sins of children were also the sins of their parents,
grandparents, and great-grandpa rents. This commandment does not
mean that the Lord will punish children for the iniquities of their
parents, for we are plainly told that "the son shall not bear the
iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the
son." (Ezekiel 18:20) In Jeremiah 31:30 we are told that each sinner
"shall die for his own iniquity." (See also 2 Chronicles 25:4) It is an
unfailing rule of justice that the iniquities of the parents are visited
upon their children if they follow in their footsteps, and they usually
do. "As is the mother, so is her daughter,” is a Biblical proverb
recorded in Ezekiel 16:44. Sin is very contagious. But in this
commandment it is especially the sin of idolatry that is handed down
to future generations. Our characters are largely determined by our
religion and the nature of our worship. The parents' ideas of religion
are usually accepted by their children. It is a terrible thing to pass
down to our children a false conception of God; a heritage of false

50



worship. This is the chief cause of the continuation and perpetuation
of evil. It is usually inherited.

Reward of Obedience

The reward of obedience reaches to "a thousand generations." If
sin Is contagious, virtue and goodness are also. While disobedience
descends to the third and fourth generation, the blessed results of
obedience reach to the thousandth generation. This is the way of
saying they are eternal. Iniquity will eventually run its course and
become extinct, but virtue and loyalty will never die.

Obedience to God's laws, moral and natural, bring a rich reward
In character and happiness. On the banks of the Jordan, Moses said
to the Israelites, "Know therefore that the Lord thy God, He is God,
the faithful God, which keeps covenant and mercy with them that
love Him and keep His commandments to a thousand generations."
(Deuteronomy 7:9) Wrath and divine judgments are spoken of as
God's "strange work" (Isaiah 28:21), but He "pardons iniquity, and
passes by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage. He
retains not His anger forever, because He delights in mercy." (Micah
7:18)

"The third and fourth generation" indicates a limit to God's
wrath, but "a thousand generations" shows that God's love and
mercy are unlimited. His mercy far outweighs His justice. His
justice is great, but His mercy is greater. His mercy reaches far
beyond His wrath. Men may criticize God's justice as set forth in
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this commandment, but they never object to the benefits they inherit
from their ancestors. We are constantly reaping a golden harvest of
character and conduct from the seed-sowing of previous
generations.

The second commandment suggests that "the righteousness of
men endures longer than their sin. "The third and fourth generation’
may suffer the penalty of great crimes; but thousands of generations
cannot wholly exhaust the reward of fidelity to God and obedience
to His commandments. The evil which comes from man's
wickedness endures for a time, but perishes at last; the good that
comes from man's well-doing is all but indestructible."--R. W. Dale,
The Ten Commandments, p. 57. The righteousness of God, which is
imputed and imparted to His people, is called "an everlasting
righteousness.” It will endure through all eternity.

Lesson for Parents

In this threat and promise is a warning to parents. The evils they
transmit to their children in character, example, conduct, and
disease, will endure through several generations. What a fearful
responsibility this places upon them. On the other hand, the
goodness, virtue, and righteousness they instill in their children's
characters through precept and example, will continue in their
posterity through all coming time and eternity. Those who love and
obey God will be rewarded with the life that is "more abundant™ in
the kingdom that will never end. There will be no limit to their
existence and happiness.
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The psalmist said: "Evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait
upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while, and
the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shall diligently consider his place,
and it shall not be. But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall
delight themselves in the abundance of peace." (Psalms 37:9-11)

This is another way of expressing the threat and promise of the
second commandment. The promise of mercy extends to all
generations of those who love and obey the Lord. We must love
God before we can keep His commandments, for "love is the
fulfilling of the law." (Romans 13:10) Jesus said, "If you love Me,
keep My commandments,” and the apostle John declared, "This is
the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His
commandments are not grievous.” (1 John 5:3)
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Chapter 4
The Gods of Modern Idolatry

"What agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For you are
the temple of the living God; as God hath said, | will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and 1 will be their God, and they shall be My
people." (2 Corinthians 6:16)

The temple here mentioned is not a pagan temple filled with
graven images. It is the temple of the soul, and the false gods are the
idols of the heart. The message is addressed not to image-
worshiping pagans but to professed Christians. The heart or heart-
temple should have no agreement or covenant with idols. These
gods of modern idolatry are just as defiling as were those that
polluted the temple at Jerusalem during the reigns of Judah's most
wicked kings. The Lord returned to His temple when it was cleansed
of idols, and He was recognized and worshiped as the only true God.
The holy God will dwell only in a holy temple.

Again the apostle Paul wrote: "Know you not that you are the
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man
defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of
God is holy, which temple you are." (1 Corinthians 3:16,17) Idolatry
defiles the heart-temple, and unless it is cleansed of its unholy
traffic, it must be destroyed. There is no other way, for God will not
tolerate idolatry in any form.
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Modern Gods

Because idolatry in its gross forms, as practiced in heathen
lands, is practically unknown in America, many professed Christians
have feelings of complacency and self-satisfaction. Like the proud
and self-righteous Pharisee in the temple, they thank God that they
are not like other men, and especially the idol-worshiping heathen.
They forget that there are many kinds of idols and many forms of
idolatry, and that one is just as much an abomination to God as the
other. Refined idolatry is just as displeasing to God as gross
idolatry. It is to us that the admonition is given, "Little children,
keep yourselves from idols.” (1 John 5:21)

Idolatry is the serving and worshiping of "the creature more than
the Creator." (Romans 1:25) "Creature" includes everything that has
been created. Whatever we love most and make the most of is a god.
Whatever or whoever we love and serve "more than" the Creator is
an idol. We may even love and worship the Creator, but if we love
something or someone more than we do Him, we are guilty of
idolatry according to the divinely inspired definition. On this basis
there are as many false gods in one of our large American cities as
in ancient Athens or Rome. When Paul visited Athens, "his spirit
was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry"
(Acts 17:16), or "full of idols" (margin). His feelings would be
similar were he to visit New York or Chicago today. The difference
in the forms of idolatry would not deceive him in the least.
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The Decalogue

The first two commands of the decalogue forbid all kinds of
idolatry in every age, including our own. In the first the Lord
demands that He alone be worshiped, and in the second we are
commanded to come directly to Him with no image, similitude, or
creature between. It forbids the making of anything that represents
Him, including an image of Him or any of His creatures, to assist
man in his worship. The second commandment demands that we
worship God directly without anything or any creature between. To
permit a priest or ritual or even a religion to come between us and
God is the very essence of idolatry. To make saving acts of religious
forms and ceremonies is to transform them into idols.

Ritualism and ascetic worship never increase spirituality and
easily become a species of idolatry. Those who claim to worship
God through nature often become worshipers of nature itself. This
form of creature worship is known as pantheism. Modern science
has made idolatry more sinful than ever. By the explanation of many
of the phenomena of nature on the basis of natural law, many of the
reasons for idolatry have been removed, and its continuance is
therefore inexcusable. The marvelous discoveries of modern
science, however, have increased the worship of human works. The
exaltation and deification of human achievements--the worship of
the works of our own hands--presents a god before which millions
bow in reverence and admiration in this age of invention, discovery,
and scientific progress. Speaking of "the last days," the prophet says,
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"Their land also is full of idols; they worship the work of their own
hands, that which their own fingers have made." (Isaiah 2:2,8)

Perverted Reason

Paul declared that the idolaters of his day "became vain in their
Imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became fools." (Romans 1:21,22) The
exaltation of the human intellect dethrones God. Satan promised
Adam and Eve that if they disobeyed the word of God and made up
their own minds through the power of human reasoning, they would
"be as gods." Perverted reason has been one of the ruling gods of the
human family ever since.

When the French revolutionists attempted to destroy the
knowledge and worship of the true God, knowing that man must
have something to worship, they exalted in His place the Goddess of
Reason. Placing this false goddess on the altar, the idolaters of Paris
and other parts of France gave divine honors to human intellect
rather than to Him who is infinite in wisdom™ and "in whom are hid
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."

Today men do not worship perverted reason in the same gross
fashion, but nevertheless the materialistic philosophy of the
twentieth century dethrones the Creator, the God of the Bible, and
deifies human reason in His stead. The heady and high minded spirit
of the modern world has exalted the human will above the authority
of the Scriptures. The idolatry of human opinion is leading millions
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to deny the claims of God as revealed in His Word. The person who
exalts his own word above the Word of God, and his own will above
the will of God, is an idolater. The person who believes that the
conclusion of human reasoning is an answer to prayer makes his
own mind his god and is an idolater of the pantheistic type.

The Worship of Self

The following is a divinely inspired picture of our own
generation: "This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall
come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers.
Incontinent, fierce, despising of those that are good, traitors, heady,
high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn
away." (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

Here is a graphic description of modern idolatry. Self-love
always leads to self-worship and to the other sins here enumerated.
Self is the creature that is worshiped above all others. Selfishness is
the first fruit of all the works of the flesh, just as true love is the first
fruit of the spiritual harvest. The exaltation of self to the place of
God began with Lucifer. The question is asked, "How art thou fallen
from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning 1 how art thou cut down
to the ground, which did weaken the nations!" The answer is: "Thou
has said in mine heart, | will ascend into heaven. | will exalt my
throne above the stars of God. | will sit also upon the mount of the
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congregation, in the sides of the north: | will ascend above the
heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High. Yet thou shall be
brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit." (Isaiah 14:12-15)

After the fall of man Satan became "the god of this world,"
whose worship is almost universal. This is the very center of all
creature worship or idolatry. In worshiping self we really worship
Satan. We become antichrists when we permit the spirit of Satan to
rule our lives so that we exalt self to the place of God. Paul warned
of the "falling away" when "that man of sin" would "be revealed, the
son of perdition; who opposes and exalts himself above all that is
called God, or that is worshiped. So that he as God sits in the temple
of God, showing himself that he is God." (2 Thessalonians 2:3,4)

"This is that spirit of antichrist" mentioned in 1 John 4:1-4, and
in 1 John 2:18 we are told that in "the last time" there would be
"many antichrists." An antichrist is any person who manifests an
antichristian spirit. Christ was the very embodiment of humility.
Pride and haughtiness are a satanic spirit. Self-idolatry lies at the
foundation of all sin. Putting self in the place of God and selfish
interests in the place of God's service is a universal sin today.
"Perilous times" have come upon our generation because the
majority are "lovers of self." They are therefore worshipers of self
and human achievements.
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The Worship of Others

The worship of others as well as self is another form of idolatry.
Many parents make gods of their children and devote their lives to
serving and obeying them. Many children are indulged and
pampered and defended until they become self-centered bigots who
expect everybody to bow down to them as did their fond but
misguided parents. Jesus said, "He that loves father or mother more
than Me is not worthy of Me: and he that loves son or daughter more
than Me is not worthy of Me." (Matthew 10:37)

There is also a so-called love for the opposite sex that is
idolatry. It is one of the chief forms of creature worship. The person
who loves another creature more than the Creator is an idolater.
Love between men and women must be kept subordinate to the love
for the Creator.

Infatuation is the counterfeit of love and leads its devotees into a
very dangerous species of idolatry. It so completely captivates the
mind and affections that God is forgotten or ignored. Under this
spell of false worship men and women lose their reason and make
fools of themselves.

Many of the modern love songs are virtually hymns of praise to
a creature-god. They are filled with terms of worship that are used in
the worship of God. Sentimental crooners are the chief soloists in
the synagogue of Satan, and jazz is the most popular music of his
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orchestra. This form of idolatry manifests itself in many ways,
sometimes invading the very sanctuary of God.

There are many who attend church only when their preacher-god
occupies the pulpit. On one occasion Thomas K. Beecher substituted
for his famous brother, Henry Ward Beecher, at Plymouth church in
Brooklyn. Many curiosity seekers had come expecting to hear the
latter. When Thomas appeared in the pulpit, many of the sightseers
started for the doors. Thomas raised his hand for attention and then
said, "All those who came here this morning to worship Henry Ward
Beecher may now withdraw from the church--all who came to
worship God may remain."

Worshipers of Pleasure

Being lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God" is another of
the prevailing sins of the last days. It is another species of idolatry.
Selfish pleasure is an idol at whose shrine many professed
Christians spend more time and money than in the house of God and
at the altar of prayer. In this pleasure--mad age multiplied thousands
of people live only to satisfy their cravings for fun and frolic. In the
parable of the sower the "pleasures of this life" are said to be "the
thorns" that "choke the Word" so that it "becomes unfruitful™ and
can "therefore bring no fruit to perfection."

Paul describes the "foolish™ who are "serving divers lusts and
pleasures" instead of God. (Titus 3:3) Service is a form of worship
as indicated by Christ's statement to Satan recorded in Luke 4: 8:
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"Get thee behind Me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shall worship the
Lord thy God, and Him only shall thou serve,”. And by Paul's
statement recorded in Romans 6:16: "Know you not, that to whom
you yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants you are to whom
you obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness?"

Entertainment, amusement, and innocent recreation are proper
only when kept in their proper place. They are permissible as a
means to an end, but when they are sought as an end in themselves,
they become a curse instead of a blessing. When a good time and the
discovery of new thrills become the absorbing passions of the soul,
recreation is sooner or later turned into dissipation. The only kind of
recreation that is permissible to a Christian is that which is of such a
quality that it re-creates the mind and body. That is what recreation
really means, and unless it does this it is a misnomer. If re-creation
IS not the result of the pleasure indulged, it is evident that the means
has been substituted for the end and the purpose of pleasure has
become the object of life and is therefore a species of idolatry.

The God of Appetite

"Many walk, of whom | have told you often, and now tell you
even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:
whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory
Is in their shame, who mind earthly things." (Philippians 3:18,19)
"The end of such men is ruin; for their appetites are their god," is the
rendering in the Twentieth Century New Testament.
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In this text we are plainly told that perverted and uncontrolled
appetites constitute idolatry. The abject slavery of the present
generation to appetites and passions makes this form of idolatry one
of, if not the worst of, all the gods of modern times. The idolatry of
appetite embraces in its broad sense all the uncontrolled passions of
sinful flesh. It includes not only gluttony in eating and drinking but
also the gratification of the sensual passions. Those who worship the
god of appetite are declared to be "enemies of the cross of Christ,"
because by indulging the cravings of the lower nature they "crucify
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open
shame."

Thousands of people are foolishly living to eat rather than eating
to live. There is a vast difference between these two principles. It is
the difference between a fool and a wise man, an idolator and a
Christian. Eating and drinking as a means of health and strength is
both wise and sensible. But eating and drinking as an end in itself is
a foolish, dangerous, and even a deadly practice. It is gluttony and
idolatry. While satisfying the legitimate, normal, and temperate
appetite should be a pleasure, the means must never be substituted
for the end. Eating and drinking as the means of health is a Christian
duty, but as the object of life it is idolatry. The god of appetite was,
next to Satan, the first false god worshiped by our first parents, and
the means therefore of enslaving the world.

Bacchus, the god of drink and revelry, is more popular today
than at any time in human history. A divine woe is pronounced upon
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those who worship at this shrine: "Woe unto them that rise up early
in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue
until night, till wine inflame them. And the harp, and the viol, the
tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not the
work of the Lord, neither consider the operation of His hands."
(Isaiah 5:11,12)

Never has this enslaving and degrading god had more willing
worshipers than at the present time. Nicotine is another modern god
that is, if possible, more popular and deadly than strong drink. At
this shrine millions of men, women, boys, and girls are daily and
hourly presenting their burnt offerings, whose incense smoke
ascends to pollute the air with its poison. The number in this age
who refuse to worship the cigarette god are very few. They are
considered odd and old fashioned.

Venus, the goddess of sensuality, is another very popular form
of idolatry. We have come to the antitype of the days of Noah when
the earth "was corrupt before God," and "all flesh had corrupted His
way upon the earth,” and when "every imagination of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually." (Genesis 6:5-12; Matthew
24:37-39) Sinful human flesh is declared to be "vile" and the
conversation of man "filthy" and "corrupt." Licentiousness is one of
the prevailing sins of the last days, and at this shrine increasing
millions pay their vows.
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Goddess of Fashion

In its broadest sense fashion embraces worldliness in all its
forms. The word means to conform to the prevailing modes,
practices, and customs of the world. Anything on which a person
sets his affections becomes a god.

Said the apostle, "Know you not that the friendship of the world
IS enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the
world is the enemy of God." (James 4:4) Any form of worldliness is
therefore idolatry.

Worldly fashions have to do chiefly with the garments and
ornaments with which the body is clothed and decked. All
exhibitions of pride and dress which are contrary to the Word of
God constitute a species of idolatry.

Note the following Scriptures: "I would have the women dress
becomingly, with modesty and self-control, not with plaited hair or
gold or pearls or costly clothes, but--as befits women making a
claim to godliness--with the ornament of good works." (1 Timothy
2:8,9, Weymouth translation) "Your adornment ought not to be a
merely outward thing--one of plaiting the hair, putting on jewelry, or
wearing beautiful dresses. Instead of that, it should be a new nature
within--the imperishable ornament of a gentle and peaceful spirit,
which is indeed precious in the sight of God. For in ancient times
also this was the way the holy women who set their hopes upon God
used to adorn themselves.” (1 Peter 3:3-5, Weymouth translation)
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If these principles were adhered to, the goddess of fashion
would soon lose her devotees.

Many professed Christians are wearing graven images on their
bodies and do not know it. In paganism in all its forms, disks,
circles, and globes have always been the emblems of divinity and
eternity. The first of all created objects to be worshiped were the
sun, moon, and stars, and they have been the chief gods of the pagan
world ever since. Images were made to them in the form of disks,
globes, and circles made of gold, silver, brass, precious stones, and
other glittering metals resembling the form and brightness of the
heavenly bodies which they worshiped. These images of the gods
were fastened to the bodies of the worshipers for protection and safe
keeping. This is the origin of the wearing of ornaments. All jewelry
for the purpose of adornment has its origin in the images of pagan
gods.

The second commandment forbids the making of "any likeness
of anything that is in heaven above," and is therefore a prohibition
of rings, bracelets, and beads for adornment purposes. Aside from
the Greek and Roman Catholic images of Christ and the angels,
these shining ornaments are the only likeness of things in the
heavens above that could possibly be embraced in this divine
restriction.

The more heathen and uncivilized a people are, the more trinkets
they put on their bodies, and the more Christian and civilized they
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become, the less they adorn themselves. The genuine Christian
discards all these images to pagan gods and substitutes for them "the
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of
great price." jewelry has a bad origin, and those who deck
themselves with these useless ornaments are guilty of idolatry.

They transgress the first two commandments and the many
scriptures which prohibit their use.

The Worship of Mammon

"No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one
and love the other; or else will hold to the one, and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and mammon." (Matthew 6:24) "Mammon"
Is an Arabic word for "wealth." It represents the god of riches. "You
cannot be bondservants of both God and gold,” is the Weymouth
translation. Paul declares that a "covetous man" is "an idolater," and
that "covetousness™" is "idolatry." (Ephesians 5:5; Colossians 3:5)
Covetousness dethrones God and puts in His stead that which we are
determined to have.

Not money, but "the love of money is the root of all evil." This
IS what makes it a species of idolatry. Idolatry is defined as
"Inordinate love or admiration." When money is properly used it is a
great blessing. But it must be used as a means, and should never be
made the end. As a servant it is valuable, but as a master it is a
tyrant. When material things are permitted to hide the Giver, they
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become idols. Martin Luther said, "That upon which you set your
heart, and in which you trust is properly your god."

Notice again the statement of the patriarch job: "If | have made
gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence.
If | rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because mine hand
had gotten much; if | beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon
walking in brightness. And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or
my mouth hath kissed my hand: this also was an iniquity to be
punished by the judge: for I should have denied the God that is
above." (Job 31:24-28) Placing our confidence in "uncertain riches"
Is here declared to be as verily idolatry as the worship of the sun and
moon.

Permissible Image Worship

But there is one form of image worship that is not only divinely
permitted but actually commanded as the only means of salvation.
Because the Father knew that it is difficult for man to worship an
invisible God, He sent His Son into the world to become
"Immanuel™ or "God with us." The incarnation of the Son of God
was "God manifest in the flesh." Christ was declared to be "the
Image of the invisible God" and the express image of His person."

A graven image cannot be made of Christ, for we have no true
picture of Him. But His character is described, and this He has
promised to reproduce in us. While character can be imitated, it
cannot be sculptured or made into an image. The chief ambition of a
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Christian should be to worship the only true image of the invisible
God and have that image or likeness reproduced. This form of image
worship is not idolatry. It is Christianity.

"We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory even as
by the Spirit of the Lord." 2 Corinthians 3:18. This is the image
adoration that transforms character, and all such did the Lord
"predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son."
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Chapter 5
Profanity and Vain Worship

"Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for
the Lord will not hold him guiltless that takes His name in vain."
(Exodus 20:7) "You shall not use the name of the Eternal, your God,
profanely,” is the James Moffatt translation. The third
commandment of the decalogue is a warning against profanity,
falsehood, irreverence, and hypocrisy. It prohibits all forms of vain
worship.

In these prohibition's the negative always implies the positive.
The command not to take God's name in vain indicates a command
to "serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: for our God
Is a consuming fire." (Hebrews 12:28,29) Those who fulfill this
command will approach the Eternal with a reverent attitude,
recognizing the holy character of His name. Reverence is the very
gateway to the divine presence. Since God's holiness is in His name,
the humble suppliant will begin his worship with the reverent
declaration, "Hallowed be Thy name."

Who is "the Lord thy God," that we should reverence His name?
This is virtually the question Pharaoh asked Moses when he spoke
to him in the name of "the Lord God of Israel," and asked him to
release Israel from bondage: "Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that |
should obey His voice to let Israel go? | know not the Lord, neither
will | let Israel go." (Exodus 5:1,2) It was because the king of Egypt
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did not know the Lord that he refused to respect and obey Him. This
Is always true. His name is taken in vain only by those who really do
not know Him. If they knew Him they would love Him and
reverence His holy name.

"Everything that is comes from Him. If you speak of power, His
Is the greatest conceivable. If you speak of wisdom, His transcends
the loftiest comprehension of man. If you think of truth, He is the
ultimate reality upon which all else depends. If you think of beauty,
He is the author of all that is lovely. If you think of goodness, His
character is the ultimate standard. All that we have, and all that we
are, we owe to Him. We are dependent upon Him for our very lives;
we cannot exist apart from Him. If, therefore, we are in the slightest
degree intelligent, if in our hearts there is the least spark of
gratitude, if in our souls there is any appreciation of what is fine and
true and right, this intelligence and appreciation and gratitude must
express themselves in reverence for God."--John H. Powell, The
Ten Commandments, pp. 29, 30.

Revelation of Character

Name and character are inseparable. When we think or speak of
a person having a good name, we mean a good character or
reputation. "A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches," is
a Scriptural expression. God's name sets forth all that He is. On one
occasion Moses said to the Lord, "I beseech Thee, show me Thy
glory. And He said, | will make all My goodness pass before thee,
and | will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee; and will be
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gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom
1 will show mercy." And the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood
with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the Lord
passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty.
Visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the
children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation. And
Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and
worshiped." (Exodus 33:18,19; 34:5-8)

In proclaiming His character to Moses, the Lord proclaimed His
name. This revelation placed Moses in the proper attitude of
reverence for worship. At the time when the decalogue was given,
all names were significant. A child was named in memory of some
event connected with his birth, or as a prayer or prophecy of what
the parents desired him to be. The name was the revelation of a
character. The name of God is equivalent to God Himself. To call
upon His name is to call upon Him. His name sums up all that He
has revealed Himself to be. Just as we do not separate a person from
the name he bears, so God and His name are inseparable. In the
incarnation of Christ, "God was manifest in the flesh." The Son of
God came to reveal God to man; to make known His character. In
His prayer to the Father, Jesus said, "I have manifested Thy name
unto the men Thou gave Me out of the, world." (John 17:6)
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A Reverend Name

"Reverend" is used but once in the Scriptures, and then it is
applied to the name of God. "Holy and reverend is His name."
(Psalms 111:9) Since "reverend" is one of the titles, of God, it
should never be attached to, the name of a man. The character of
God is so great that there are no less than 250 names, titles, and
emblems used in the Scriptures to describe Him and His work. They
are all summed up in the statement, "His name shall be called
Wonderful." All His names are holy and reverend. While the sum of
God's names constitutes a revelation of His divine nature, no one
name or all of them combined can fully exhaust the unsearchable
riches of His matchless character.

The name Jehovah was considered so sacred among the Jews
that they refused to pronounce it. At one time they refused to step on
a piece of paper lying on the ground for fear the name of God might
be written on it. This is doubtless an extreme position but modern
Christians are in great danger of going to the other extreme, and by
too often and carelessly using the name of God they drag it down to
the level of the common and profane. We too often forget that when
we take the name of God upon our lips we are on holy ground.
God's name is used too often in our praying and speaking, so that it
becomes altogether too common. In the model prayer His name is
mentioned but once, and then it is "Our Father." And yet many
today use the name of God twenty and thirty times in a single
prayer. Even the heathen believed that they polluted the names of
their deities by using them too often.
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Profanity

While the prohibition of profanity of speech, or cursing, is not
the primary object of the third commandment, it is nevertheless
included. What we speak of as common swearing has been called
"the most gratuitous of all sins" because it is "not only sinful, but
useless." It is silly, vulgar, and profane. The word "profane" is
composed of two Latin words, pro, meaning "in front of," and fane,
meaning "the temple." It indicates irreverence for holy things. It is
defying God, as it were, in the very vicinity of His holy temple. It is
trampling reverence, the queen of virtues, underfoot. The door of
God's holy temple, representing His presence, is closed in the face
of the profane.

Profanity is never a sign of intelligence. It is always, most
prevalent among the crude, uncultured, and illiterate. If it is intended
as humor, it is humor of a very low order. It is more often mere bluff
as a substitute for courage. If there is a God, profaning His name is
highly dangerous. If there is no God it is useless and worse than
vanity, a sign of crass ignorance. Would anyone be so debased and
irreverent as to profane the name of his mother, sister, wife, or
sweetheart? Would he not defend the honor of any loved one thus
infamously treated? What then should be our attitude toward the
name of One who is as high above us as the heavens are higher than
the earth, One who is infinitely pure and holy?
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A man thus excused his weakness to his minister: "I have such
an awful temper, but | sort of excuse myself because | got it from
my father. He had an awful temper, and | am just like him." The
minister wisely answered, "Well, were you born again?" "Yes," was
the answer. "Were you born of God?" "yes," was the reply. "Is God
your Father?" Again the answer was in the affirmative. The minister
drove the lesson home with the question, "What kind of temper did
you get when you were born again?" Those who experience the new
birth inherit a new disposition.

The genuine Christian will avoid the use of even those bywords
which verge on profanity, especially the words which are attributes
of God's character, such as "goodness,” "gracious," and "mercy." He
will also refrain from saying "Gee," which is an abbreviation for it
Jesus." It is said that the Japanese language is the only one in the
world with no profane words of any kind in it. It is therefore
Impossible to swear in pure Japanese. This should also be true of the
Christian language. The divine promise is," "Then will I turn to the
people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the
Lord, to serve Him with one consent." "The remnant of Israel shall
not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be
found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none
shall make them afraid.”" (Zephaniah 3:9,13)

False Swearing

False swearing is also forbidden in the third commandment.
"You shall not swear by My name falsely, neither shall thou profane
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the name of thy God." (Leviticus 19:12) This does not forbid the
taking of a judicial oath in the name of the Lord, for this the Lord
commanded His people to do: "Thou shall fear the Lord thy God,
and serve Him, and shall swear by His name." (Deuteronomy 6:13)
Since God confirms His own word by swearing by Himself, and the
angels affirm the truthfulness of their messages by a solemn appeal
to the character of the Creator, surely it is proper for Christians to
take the judicial oath as a confirmation of the truthfulness of their
testimony. (See Isaiah 45:23; Hebrews 6:13; Revelation 10:5-7) The
angel of the latter text is really symbolic of a heaven-sent message
heralded to the world by God's people.

The intent of the third commandment is that God's name is never
to be linked with falsehood by the violation of a solemn oath or
vow. It is not swearing, but false swearing that is forbidden. The
command means that we cannot take an oath in God's name and then
lie 'on that assurance. A Christian's word ought to be as good as his
oath. No finer compliment was ever paid than that given the Baptists
of Holland by William, Prince of Orange, king of the Dutch
Republic' when he said, "Their yea was equal to their oath."

Perjury is one of the greatest crimes of the modern world. It is
almost universal. God's name is presumptuously and blasphemously
taken in vain by those who take the judicial oath to "tell the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help me God," and
then bear false witness. This is an insult to God who is the truth, and
the author of all truth. It is treating His name with contempt and
defying His holy law. The Lord declares that He will not hold such
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"guiltless” in the final day of reckoning. The person who takes the
judicial oath should realize that he is bearing testimony not alone
before a human court but before the judge of the universe. If he
bears false testimony he is lying to God as well as to man.

Warning of Christ

In His sermon on the mount Jesus sounded a solemn warning:
"You have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou
shall not forswear thyself, but shall perform unto the Lord your
oaths. But | say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it
Is God's throne: nor by the earth; for it is His footstool: neither by
Jerusalem; for it is the. city of the great King. Neither shall thou
swear by thy head, because thou cannot make one hair white or
black. But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for
whatsoever is more than these comes of evil." (Matthew 5:33-37)

But this cannot, be interpreted as forbidding the judicial oath,
because Jesus Himself bore testimony under judicial oath before the
supreme tribunal of the Hebrews. When the high priest said to Him,
"I adjure Thee by the living God, that Thou tell us whether Thou be
the Christ, the Son of God, Jesus answered, "Thou has said," which
Is equivalent to saying "I am." (See Matthew 26:63,64) In His
previous statement Jesus was condemning as useless, oaths used In
ordinary conversation. The Jews at that time had carried this
practice to great extremes, using solemn oaths to confirm almost
every statement.
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On the other hand the Jews did not always require an oath in
their courts because of the statement in the Talmud that "whosoever
will not tell the truth without an oath, would not scruple to assert
falsehood with an oath." Here a great truth is stated. So trifling and
useless has become the use of the judicial oath in our modern courts,
because of the frequency of perjury, that some judges have
suggested that it be dispensed with. It does not seem to curb the
lying tendency in the least degree. Wordsworth set forth this popular
feeling when he wrote:

"Earth is sick and Heaven is weary of the hollow words Which
states and kingdoms utter when they talk Of truth and justice."

Under Hebrew law false witnesses were dealt with very
severely. "Hebrew law provided that false witnesses should suffer
the penalty provided for the commission of the crime which they
sought by their testimony to fix upon the accused."--Walter M.
Chandler, The Trial of Jesus, Vol. 1, p. 140. This rule was based on
the divine instruction given in Deuteronomy 19:18-20: "The judges
shall make diligent inquisition: and, behold, if the witness be a false
witness, and hath testified falsely against his brother; then shall you
do unto him, as he had thought to have done unto his brother: so
shall thou put the evil away from among you. And those which
remain shall hear, and fear, and shall henceforth commit no more
any such evil among you."

The genuine Christian does not need an oath in order to tell the
truth. With him yea and nay, or yes and no, should be sufficient.
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Those who must be put under solemn oath in order to get them to
tell the truth will not hesitate to lie after they have sworn to testify
truthfully. Lying is one of the worst of all the character-destroying
and soul-polluting sins of this generation. It deals the deadliest blow
against the liar himself. He always hurts himself more than the
person lied about. "Sin has many tools, but a lie is the handle which
fits them all," is an ancient proverb. Two of the Ten Commandments
deal with the sin of falsehood, the third and the ninth. This indicates
how hateful lying is to the Lord. In the third commandment the Lord
protects His own name, and in the ninth our names are safeguarded.

Irreverence for God's Word

The sin of taking God's name in vain includes irreverence for
His Word. "Thou has magnified Thy word above all Thy name,"
declared the psalmist in Psalms 138: 2. The Lord often declared that
His name was in His law and His temple. "My name is there," He
said. The purpose of the Scriptures and the plan of salvation is to
reveal the name or character of God to man. We therefore profane
His name when we show irreverence for His Word. All jesting and
joking based on Scriptural statements is a dangerous species of
profanity. It is very easy to create a laugh in a modern audience by
frivolous association of that which is grotesque with the Word of
God. The Bible should never be used as material for manufacturing
jests. Preaching is altogether too serious and solemn a matter to be
mixed with the unholy fire of the comical and ludicrous. Inattention,
whispering, laughing, and all forms of disrespectful behavior during
public worship are a form of profanity and are forbidden in the third
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commandment. In fact, it is blasphemy that will not go unpunished
in the judgment.

The following instruction should be carefully heeded by every
worshiper of Jehovah: "Keep thy foot when thou goes to the house
of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of
fools: for they consider not that they do evil. Be not rash with thy
mouth, and let not your heart be hasty to utter anything before God:
for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be
few.'! Ecclesiastes 5:1, 2. Worshipers who do not show respect for
God's house or listen to His Word offer--the sacrifice of fools
instead of saints.

The Sin of Hypocrisy

Perhaps the chief application of the third commandment is to the
sin of hypocrisy. We play the hypocrite when we lie with our lives.
Originally the term "hypocrite" was applied to an actor--one who
pretended to be what he was not for the purpose of entertaining. It is
now applied to those who play a double role in their daily conduct,
professing to one thing and acting the part of another. No other sin
so aroused the indignation of Christ as that of hypocrisy, and against
it He hurled His most terrible woes.

The third commandment is against lying in all forms, whether it
be lying with our lips, or lying with our lives. Hypocrisy is the worst
of all the forms of lying or bearing false witness. The person who
accepts Christ and becomes a Christian takes the name of Christ.
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The Lord speaks of "My people, which are called by My name." (2
Chronicles 7:14) 'We are called by Thy name; leave us not," cried
one of the prophets. (Jeremiah 14:9) The person who professes to be
a Christian and at the same time lives a life that is a denial of his
profession, is taking God's name in vain. A false professor of
Christianity is a blasphemer. God's name is taken in vain by a
profession without the possession of holiness; by saying, "Lord,
Lord," with the lips and then denying Him by the conduct.

This sort of false swearing is described in Isaiah 48:1,2: "Hear
you this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of Israel,
and are come forth out of the waters of Judah, which swear by the
name of the Lord, and make mention of the God of Israel, but not in
truth, nor in righteousness. For they call themselves of the holy city,
and stay themselves upon the God of Israel; the Lord of hosts is His
name." It is proper to swear by the name of the Lord, but it must be
done in truth and righteousness. To make use of any one of God's
names while not living in harmony with its revelation of His
character is taking it in vain.

Vain Worship

Jesus warned against vain worship, or the taking of God's name
In vain. He said: "Not everyone that says unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of My
Father which is in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name? and in Thy name have
cast out devils? And in Thy name done many wonderful works?
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And then will | profess unto them, | never knew you: depart from
Me, you that work iniquity." (Matthew 7:21-23)

On one other occasion Jesus rebuked the Jews for making the
commandments of God of none effect by their tradition and then
said: "You hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This
people draws nigh unto Me with their mouth, and honors Me with
their lips. But their heart is far from Me. But in vain they do worship
Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." (Matthew
15:7-9) There is a great deal of this vain worship in the modern
religious world, even in Christendom. Jesus said, "Why call you Me,
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" (Luke 6:46)

It is positively dangerous to use the name of the Lord when we
do not know Him or are not known by Him. Many professed
Christians feel secure, as far as the third commandment is
concerned, because they do not use vile oaths or vulgar language,
and would be shocked if they were told that they are as guilty as if
they did. A vulgar oath may never have stained their lips, but they
are breaking the third commandment every day and hour by
hypocritical lives.

God's name can be hallowed only by doing His will on earth as
it is done in heaven, which is the evidence of heavenly citizenship.
Those who are called by God's name are under the most solemn
obligation to conduct themselves in a manner worthy of that name.
This is possible only with those who have experienced the new birth
and the imputed and imparted righteousness of Christ. When the
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heart and motives are pure, the worship will be acceptable to God.
John Ruskin, in his book Modern Painters, declared that "a bad man
cannot paint a good picture." The opposite is also true. Vain worship
Is the result of a vain life. A farmer was being shown some
modernistic paintings which he was unable to appreciate. "You see,"
said the guide, "the paintings depict not the mere things the artist
saw, but his state of mind." The farmer retorted, "If | had a mind that
looked like that I'd never expose it I" But we always expose our
state of mind, in the things we do. Often what we do makes so much
noise that others cannot hear what we say. The third commandment
condemns such hypocrisy and vain worship.

Threatened Judgment

"The Lord will not hold him guiltless that takes His name in
vain," is equivalent to saying that the Lord will pronounce him
guilty. This is one of the two commands in the decalogue that has a
threat attached to if. "Guiltless" in the Hebrew means "clean,"
indicating that a person's attitude toward God's name is the test of
his moral cleanness, or of the state of his character. Many are
inclined to look upon profanity in its various forms as a trivial
matter, but this awful threatening should convince them that the
Lord considers vain worship as one of the worst of sins, one that
will not go unpunished.
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Chapter 6
The Day of Worship

"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shall thou
labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God. In it thou shall not do any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates. For in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and
rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day,
and hallowed it." (Exodus 20: 8-11; Deuteronomy 5:12-15)

The fourth commandment closes the first section of the
decalogue, which sets forth man's obligations to his Creator. The
four commands of the first table of the law are arranged in their
logical order. The first proclaims the true object of worship and
warns against false gods. The second sets forth the true mode of
worship and prohibits false forms of religion. The third gives the
proper approach for worship and warns against profanity,
irreverence, and hypocrisy. The fourth designates the special time
for worship by consecrating the seventh day of each week as the
memorial of creation and of deliverance from the bondage of sin.

After proclaiming Himself as the creator and urging His claim
upon His creatures, God provides for specified periods of worship,
in order to maintain the proper relationship between man and his
Maker. At regular times man must turn from all his secular pursuits
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to spiritual things. He must be made to realize that all of his time
and activities are planned and ordered of God and that his physical
and spiritual life depend upon each other and must therefore both be
properly nourished. The divine command to worship the Creator
implies the absolute necessity for the setting apart of a special time
to worship Him.

The Sabbath commandment is the climax of the first table of the
decalogue and therefore of all relationships between the human and
the divine. The Sabbath is the meeting place of God and man. As the
weekly appointment for communion and worship, the Sabbath
brings heaven and earth together. It has been appropriately called
the Christian's Ascension Day, because on t6t day he is translated
from the temporal into the spiritual realm; he ascends into the
atmosphere of heaven. The Sabbath brings heaven to earth and is g
reminder of the Paradise home that was lost through sin. It is also a
pledge of the Paradise to be restored through Christ.

The Sabbath is the most ancient of all religious institutions. It
had its origin in Paradise before the fall and will continue through
all eternity in the redeemed state. "As the new heavens and the new
earth, which | will make, shall remain before Me, says the Lord, so
shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass,
that from one new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to
another, shall all flesh come to worship before Me, says the Lord."
(Isaiah 66:22,23)
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The fourth is the first Positive command of the decalogue and
the only one in the first table. The fifth commandment is the only
other positive requirement, and that has to do with the home. It is a
significant fact that the Sabbath and the home are safeguarded in the
very bosom of the law. They are the first two of all divine
Institutions, having both originated in Paradise before the fall of
man. They constitute the foundations of religion and society, and
they will both continue in the Paradise restored. D.L. Moody said:

"I believe that the Sabbath question today is a vital one for the
whole country. It is the burning question of the present time. If you
give up the Sabbath the church goes; if you give up the church the
home goes; and if the home goes the nation goes. That is the
direction in which we are traveling."--Weighed and Wanting, p. 47.

A Twofold Command

The fourth commandment does not deal with the Sabbath alone.
It embraces the entire week and includes the six working days as
well as the Sabbath of rest. This is because labor and rest are closely
related. The Sabbath gets a part of its significance from the six days
of activity. A person does not need to rest till after he has labored.
The Sabbath should therefore always follow the days of labor rather
than precede them. The seventh day rather than the first is the
logical time for rest. Observing the first day of the week as the
Sabbath is a reversal of the divine order.
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The command to work precedes the command to rest, because
those who do not labor are unprepared to rest and worship. On the
other hand those who refuse to stop for periods of rest are never able
to render the best service in labor. The person who properly
observes the first table of the decalogue must be a worker as well as
a worshiper. Careful investigation has proved that man can
accomplish more work in a given period when he rests one day in
every seven.

The command to rest at stated intervals included the earth itself.
The Lord said to Moses: "Speak unto the children of Israel, and say
unto them, When you come into the land which | give you, then
shall the land keep a Sabbath unto the Lord. ... In the seventh year
shall be a Sabbath of rest unto the land, a Sabbath unto the Lord."
(Leviticus 25:2-4) This also is now known to be necessary to the
best interest of the soil. All the commands of God are based on both
reason and necessity.

The need to labor is just as fundamental, universal, and
imperative as the need to rest. The command, "Six days shall thou
labor, and do all thy work," or "all your business" (Moffatt), is just
as binding as the command to keep holy the Sabbath day. The need
to labor was not the result of the fall, although the curse increased its
necessity. Labor was a part of the original plan, and before man
sinned he was put to work taking care of the Garden of Eden. "The
Lord God took the man, and put him into the Garden of Eden to
dress it and to keep it." (Genesis 2:15)
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The Creator filled the earth with everything needed to sustain
physical life, but man must labor to produce and gather it. Labor is
not a curse. It is one of the greatest blessings of life. It is really a sin
to be willingly idle, and indolent people can never get the full
enjoyment out of the Sabbath. The command to labor is often
repeated in the New Testament: "We beseech you, brethren, that you
... do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we
commanded you. That you may walk honestly toward them that are
with out, and that you may have lack of nothing." (1 Thessalonians
4:10-12) "When we were with you, this we commanded you, that if
any would not work, neither should he eat." (2 Thessalonians 3:10)
This is the same principle laid down in the fourth commandment of
the law that proclaims "the whole duty of man." We must work
during the six working days, or the Sabbath loses much of its
significance.

A Threefold Nature

Man was created with a threefold nature, and the physical,
mental, and spiritual must be kept properly balanced and nourished
If man is to meet the ideal of the Creator. The fourth commandment
sets forth the proper balance between the physical, mental, and
spiritual. Talmage declared, "Our bodies are seven-day clocks and
need to be wound up, and if they are not wound up they run down
into the grave. No man can continually break the Sabbath and keep
his physical and mental health."
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It has often been demonstrated that six days of labor and one
day of rest is the proper balance from a physical and mental
viewpoint, and it is therefore dangerous to run counter to the divine
plan. This phase of the subject is beautifully set forth by G.
Campbell Morgan:

"Thus the Sabbath had its ethical meaning. From the quiet calm
of the Sabbath day man returned to the necessary and swift
movements of the six. As he did so, the integrity and justice of the
things with which he had communed in the hours of rest, touched
and influenced him in all the hours of work. He delved deeply, and
measured justly, and weighed righteously for six days, because on
the seventh he became conscious of the balances of the sanctuary
and the righteousness of God. Thus the two commandments are one,
so interrelated that they can never be separated. To fail in obedience
to the one is to make it impossible to obey the other. Obedience to
each creates the power to obey the other. Work makes worship and
worship fits for work. ...

"Not only the law of God, tender and beneficent, but the law of
human society, too often stern and cruel, says to man, Thou shall
work! The fact that there are any who escape obedience to the
command is the saddest fact of sociology. If the necessity for work
were still understood in all its divine bearings, no human being ...
would be allowed to eat a meal *until that meal had been purchased
by the contribution of a quota of toil to the commonwealth of
work.'--The Ten Commandments, pp. 47-49.
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Fortunately almost the entire human race is compelled to obey
this first part of the fourth commandment, not willingly, but of
necessity. It is a question of life and death, or at least it was before
the dole system was introduced. This human regulation is contrary
to the divine plan.

The word "Sabbath" means "rest,” not only physical, but
spiritual. In its primitive pre-Semitic name "Sabbath" meant "soul
rest." The fourth is the only command of the decalogue that begins
with the word "remember." This indicates first of all that the
Sabbath had been previously instituted and was known to man. It
was not a new institution. In the commandment itself is the evidence
that it had been instituted at creation, and the example of the Creator
at the close of creation week is given as the reason why man should
observe it. There can be no other possible reason for the Lord's
spending six days in the work of creation except as an example for
man to imitate. He could have created all things in one day, or even
in one hour, and He did not need any rest Himself, for "the
everlasting God ... faints not, neither is weary." (Isaiah 40:28)

Since "the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath" (Mark 2:27), the Sabbath must have been made and given
to men when man was made, and the blessing and hallowing of the
day must have been for man's benefit. It set the day apart for a holy
use and made its observance a special blessing and privilege.

The existence of the week between creation and Sinai indicates
the existence and observance of the Sabbath, for the Sabbath and the
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week are inseparable. Cain and Abel brought their sacrifices to the
gate of Paradise "in the end of days," which doubtless refers to the
only period into which the days were measured, the days of the
week. (See Genesis 4:3,4)

"The repeated mention of seven days seems an intimation of the
observance of Sabbath in the ark; after the ordinances of which, the
dove was sent out." Scott's Bible. The sixteenth chapter of Exodus
shows clearly that the Sabbath was observed before the giving of the
law.

The Universal Sabbath

Since the reason for the Sabbath is based on the law of man's
very nature, and its observance enforced by God's example at
creation and command at Sinai, it cannot be a racial or
dispensational institution. As a universal institution observed as the
memorial of creation in all Bible times and destined to continue
through all eternity, the Sabbath is a part of God's eternal purpose.
That the advent of Christ and the gospel dispensation did not altar
the Sabbath is evident from the, fact that it was strictly observed by
Christ and His apostles and the early Christians for several centuries
before a change was gradually effected. We are also told that "there
remains therefore a rest ["keeping of a Sabbath,” margin] to the
people of God," and that only can remain which had previously
existed. The same scripture says that "he that is entered into His
rest" must cease "from his own works." (Hebrews 4:4-10) Modern

91



Christians are asked to follow the example of the Creator at creation
and thus live in harmony with the fourth commandment.

The need of worship is just as universal as the need of labor and
rest, and since true religion cannot exist without the Sabbath, the
fourth commandment cannot be local, temporal, or ceremonial. It is
a perpetual and universal institution. D.L. Moody said:

"I honestly believe that this commandment is just as binding
today as it ever was. | have talked with men who have said that it
has been abrogated, but they have never been able to point to any
place in the Bible where God repealed it. When Christ was on earth,
He did nothing to set it aside; He freed it from the traces under
which the scribes and Pharisees had put it, and gave it its true place.
... It'is just as practicable and as necessary for men today as it ever
was--in fact, more than ever, because we live in such an intense age.
The Sabbath was binding in Eden, and it has been in force ever
since. This fourth commandment begins with the word ‘'remember,’
showing that the Sabbath already existed when God wrote this law
on the tables of stone at Sinai. How can men claim that this one
commandment has been done away with when they will admit that
the other nine are still binding?"--Weighed and Wanting, pp. 46, 47.

If the Sabbath had been intended as a temporary institution for
the Jews alone, it would not have been placed in the very bosom of
the moral law that is acknowledged by practically all denominations
to be eternal and unchangeable. It cannot be extracted from the heart
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of the decalogue, where Jehovah wrote it with His own finger in
imperishable granite.

"You cannot interfere with the fabric of the moral law by
removing one of its integral parts, without endangering the fabric of
the whole. You cannot disobey one commandment of the moral law
and remain moral."--John Burr, Studies on the Ten Commandments,
p. 71.

Lest We Forget

"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy," indicates the
danger of forgetfulness as far as the Sabbath is concerned. Human
memory is treacherous and undependable. Every day we are
reminded of our proneness to forget. It is always easier to forget a
duty than a prohibition. The command to do what is right is more
difficult to remember than the command not to do what is wrong.
The very temptation to do evil acts as a reminder of the prohibition,
so that we are not permitted to forget.

It seems especially easy to forget the Sabbath and its divine
purpose in the plan of redemption. Because of its great importance
In the sustaining of spiritual life, the enemy of all righteousness has
made every effort to cause men to forget its significance and
sacredness. The tendency has always been to bring the Sabbath
down to the level of the common or profane days of the week. Said
the prophet concerning God's ancient people to whom the law was
first given: "Her priests have violated My law, and have profaned
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Mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and
profane, neither have they showed difference between the unclean
and the clean, and have hid their eyes from My Sabbaths, and 1 am
profaned among them." (Ezekiel 22:26)

Because the Sabbath has been divinely blessed and sanctified, it
Is different from any other day of the week. Only God can make
anything or anybody holy, and only a day sanctified by the Lord can
be kept sacredly, and then only by a holy people.

Day of Worship

We must not forget that the Sabbath is first of all a day of
worship. The need for worship is just as universal as the need for
rest. Those who forget to rest soon forget to worship, and the reverse
Is also true. Christ is our example in all things including Sabbath
keeping. A part of His Sabbath keeping was attendance at public
worship. In Luke 4:16 we are told that it was His "custom" to go to
the synagogue on the Sabbath day. This was also the fixed custom
of Paul and the other apostles. (See Acts 16:13; 17:2; 18:4,11)

True Sabbath keeping includes "an holy convocation," or
assembly or calling together, during its sacred hours, and this must
not be neglected. (Leviticus 23:3; Hebrews 10:25,26) The show
bread, or the "bread of the presence," was placed fresh on the table
every Sabbath morning. A new and fresh supply of the bread of life
Is spread on the spiritual banquet table at the Sabbath morning
service. And those who neglect to partake of this feast do so at the
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peril of their souls, for spiritual food is necessary if spiritual health
and strength are to be maintained. To this spiritual festival all are
graciously invited, but many "with one consent” begin "to make
excuse,"” and what flimsy excuses most of them are. What a
reformation would be wrought if modern Christians were as
punctual and enthusiastic about meeting their appointment with God
as in attending a social gathering or meeting a business appointment.

The Sabbath was never intended as a day for sleep and
Inactivity. Sabbath resting is not loafing. It is not a day for indolence
on the one hand, or for selfish pleasure and indulgence on the other.
It is a holy day rather than a holiday. The six days are for secular
work; the seventh is to be devoted to worship and spiritual service.
Religious activity is to characterize the seventh day. It should never
be a day of gloom, but one of sacred joy. It is to be called "a
delight." It should be a time of spiritual refreshing when the river of
life, as it were, overflows its banks and brings to our thirsty souls
the blessings of life and growth and fruitfulness.

Jesus declared that "it is lawful to do well on the Sabbath days,"
and He demonstrated what He meant by works of charity and
necessity. Someone has said that "good deeds have no Sabbath."”
Ministry to the sick and the relief of suffering, as well as all other
forms of missionary work of the unselfish and non-remunerative
variety are a part of good Sabbath keeping. Whenever possible a
part of the day should be spent amid the scenes of nature, because
the Sabbath is the memorial of creation. Contemplation. of God's
creative works is proper and profitable Sabbath observance,
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provided we have first attended a convocation of God's people in
His house of worship. Moody declared that "the number of church
services attended ought to be measured by the person's ability to
enjoy them and get good from them, without being wearied." This is
good counsel. It is possible to have too many services on the
Sabbath, so that the day becomes a burden rather than a delight.

Things Forbidden

Many things that are perfectly proper on other days must not be
permitted to pollute the Sabbath. The divine counsel and promise is:
“If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on My holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of
the Lord, honorable. And shall honor Him, not doing your own
ways, nor finding your own pleasure, nor speaking your own words:
then shall thou delight thyself in the Lord; and | will cause thee to
ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the
heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken
it." (Isaiah 58:13,14)

The foot is the symbol of travel just as the hand is the symbol of
labor. The Sabbath is trampled underfoot when we travel for
business or mere pleasure of that day. The Jews were forbidden to
travel farther than the synagogue or temple on the Sabbath. Travel to
divine services or on charitable or missionary ventures is proper on
the Sabbath. But neither our feet nor cars should be permitted to go
our "own ways" or to find our "own pleasure”, on God's holy day.
Nor should we speak our "own words" by planning work for the
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coming week or discussing business or personal affairs. All secular
matters should be forgotten on the Sabbath.

In commenting on this Scripture, Bishop Andrews said: "To
keep the Sabbath in an idle manner is the Sabbath of the oxen and
asses. To pass it in a jovial manner is the Sabbath of the golden calf,
when the people sat down to cat and drink, and rose up to play; to
keep it in a surfeiting and wantonness is the Sabbath of Satan, the
devil's holiday."

Secular reading and radio programs should all be eliminated on
the sacred hours of the Sabbath. The edges of the Sabbath should be
sacredly guarded from being trespassed upon, for one minute of the
day divinely blessed and sanctified is just as sacred as another.
There should be just as much of a distinction between the Sabbath
and the other days of the week as there is between a Christian and a
worldling.

A New Creation

The Sabbath is a memorial of the new as well as the old
creation. It is a sign of creative power whenever and wherever
manifested. Redemption or re-creation requires the same power as
the original creation, and the Sabbath is the memorial of both.
Redemption is the restoration of the original creation and all that it
contained, which included the Sabbath. In Isaiah 56:1-7 a blessing is
pronounced on all who lay "hold on™ and keep "the Sabbath from
polluting it' and keep "from doing any evil." The promised blessing
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includes "the eunuchs that keep My Sabbaths™ and "the sons of the
stranger, that join themselves to the Lord" and "all people." The
Sabbath is therefore the sign of victory over sin, or of redemption
from sin.

In Ezekiel 20:12 the Sabbath is declared to be the sign of
sanctification, or holiness. Sanctified people will observe the
sanctified day. The Sabbath is the sign and memorial of the new
birth, the evidence of the work of the Creator in remaking or
restoring that which was lost through sin. It is the outward evidence
that the image or character of God has been or is being restored in
the soul. At the close of creation week the Lord proclaimed His
work finished and then rested on the seventh day. At the close of His
work of redemption the Lord cried out, "It is finished," and again
rested on the Sabbath. The Sabbath is therefore an appropriate
memorial of both creations. It is the Sabbath of twice-born men and
women, of those who have experienced both creations. To others it
can have no special significance. It is the Lord's day, the Christian
Sabbath, the day on which sin pardoned men and. women enter into
God's Eden rest by ceasing, from their "own works, as God did from
His." (Hebrews 4:10) "There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the
people of God." (Verse 9, R.V.)
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Chapter 7
The Family Government

"Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long
upon the land which the Lord thy God gives thee." (Exodus 20:12)

The first table of the decalogue deals with man's relations with
and obligations to his Creator. The first four commandments tell
man how and when to worship, and warn against irreverence and
impiety in word and conduct. The second table deals with human
relationships. These six commandments tell us how to treat one
another, and it is therefore appropriate that the regulations of human
relations should begin with the family life in the home, the place
where society has its origin.

The family is the most important and fundamental unit in
society and government. Respect for parental authority and
obedience to parental law are the foundation of all order and
organization. As goes the home, so goes society, the nation, and the
world. The fifth commandment is properly placed at the beginning
of the second table, its position thus indicating a divine arrangement.
Family relationships constitute the beginning of all human
relationships, which are set forth in the second division of the law
and have been appropriately called "the six pillars which uphold the
social order of the world." Since the fifth commandment deals with
obedience to all lawful authority in that formative period of life

99



when characters are molded and destinies are determined, how true
IS the saying that "the hand that rocks the cradle rules the world."

Because in so many ways the parents stand in the place of God
to their children until they arrive at the age of discretion and
accountability, the fifth commandment is closely related to the first
four. It has been spoken of as the bridge that connects the two tables
of the law. During the earlier years the parent is to the child what
God is to the adult--the lawgiver, the overseer, and the provider. The
fact that the attitude of the child toward the parent determines his
attitude toward God in later years gives the fifth commandment a
double significance. When the home life is what it should be, the
children are almost certain to fulfill both tables of the law and
respect both divine and human authority.

Since true morality is impossible without true religion, proper
human relations have their root in the relations that should exist
between the human and the divine, as set forth in the first table. The
foundations of both religion and morality are laid in the home, and
therefore the fifth commandment occupies a significant place in the
bosom of the decalogue. The close relationship between the fourth
and fifth commandments is indicated by Leviticus 19:3: "You shall
fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep My Sabbaths: |
am the Lord your God." Reverence for the Sabbath must begin in
the home, where respect for divine and human law has its origin.

Another evidence of the importance of this commandment is the
fact that parenthood is copartnership with God in the work of
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creation. Reproduction is a form of creation. What greater honor
could God bestow upon human beings than to share with them the
power to perpetuate His creative works? This realization of the holy
functions of parenthood will place marriage on a moral elevation
seldom recognized in this world of sin. It will give a sacredness to
family relationships that will ennoble and dignify the marriage
institution, which is being trampled into the dust.

The Law of God

While the decalogue is divided into two tables and ten
commands, it is one law--the law of God. Even though the second
table deals with human relations, its commands are nevertheless the
commands of God, the violation of which is sin, and the wages of
which is death. Sin against man is primarily sin against God. While
the first table is the foundation of the second, both are part of the
same structure. The same God who said, "Thou shall love the Lord
thy God and "Him only shall thou serve," also said, "Thou shall love
thy neighbor as thyself." It is impossible to properly love and serve
one another until we first learn to love and obey God. The true
relationship between parents and their children is based on the
relationship between God and the human family.

Children should therefore honor their parents, who symbolize
God to them during the earlier years of life. They owe their very
existence to their parents, are made in their image, inherit their
characteristics, and depend on them for the things that sustain life.
How could there be, therefore, a more binding obligation of honor
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than that which children owe their parents? It is so primary and
fundamental that the attitude toward all other commands of the
decalogue is affected by it. Obedience to parental law directly
affects every other relationship in life.

Family Government

Paul declared that "the powers that be are ordained of God," and
this applies to family as well as national government. The family is
a divine institution, having been established by God Himself in the
Garden of Eden before the entrance of sin. With the first family,
human society had its beginning. As His Representatives, parents
are clothed with divine authority to rule the family government.
Rebellion against parental authority is therefore rebellion against
God.

It is true that some parents do not merit the honor and respect of
their children, and this is often used as an excuse for disobedience.
But this cannot entirely excuse disobedience and neglect. There is a
moral obligation that can never be ignored regardless of the
circumstances. Let us turn the tables and consider what would
happen to the home if parents would fulfill their obligations to their
children on the basis of their conduct and character, regardless of
blood relationship and its binding claims. Suppose parents loved and
cared for their children only if or when they were lovable and
angelic in character and disposition, and excused themselves of all
parental responsibility when they were naughty, disobedient, and
even devilish?

102



The golden rule applies to both parents and children. Neither are
perfect enough to deserve all the respect and attention required by
the law of God. To use the character and conduct of unworthy
parents as an excuse for refusing to honor them with obedience
while recipients of their care, or refusing to see that their wants are
supplied in old age, is not only a most cowardly act, but it is also a
well-nigh unpardonable sin that will not go unpunished in the
judgment.

The obligations of the fifth commandment include the entire life
of the children. In fact these obligations can never be entirely
liquidated, even after the parents are dead. After the children leave
the parental home and establish homes of their own, they are not
released from the duty to honor father and mother. The days of
obedience ma cease but the days of honor never end. The command
includes adult life as well as childhood. It sets forth a mutual
obligation: that of parents to their children while they are young and
needy, and that of children to their parents when they are old and
needy.

The infirmary is no place for parents of living children The
obligation of care rests primarily on the children and not on public
charity or the church, society, or government. And it must be
evident to all that as long as children remain in the home of their
parents, regardless of their age and experience, they are under
obligations to them that demand respect for their wishes. They have
no right to become too willful and independent as long as they dwell
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under the roof and accept the favors of their parents. Under these
circumstances children should show at least as much consideration
for their parents as they would as guests in the home of a friend.

Meaning of Honor

Honor involves more than mere obedience. It includes affection,
respect, and reverence. It means to hold in high esteem because of a
recognition of superiority. While no parents in this world of sin are
entirely perfect, they are usually more so than their children, and
they therefore deserve the respect and courtesy due to superiors.
Parents should be honored by their children first of all because of
their greater knowledge an fuller experience. Time and experience
are very important factors in the attainment