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Foreword

Even a casual glance at society today tells usthivags are not right. To
many, the world seems to be spinning out of contBsbwing numbers of
men and women face the future with anxiety and wsioh. The world
seems locked in a downward spiral that is fastmegca climax.

How will it all end? How will the political terrosim, and violence, the
greed and materialism, the steady erosion of maiales, the drug use, the
aids virus, the starvation and filling-how will d@hese critical problems be
resolved? Where can we find answers to these seqoestions? Not in the
tabloid newspapers or on the TV talk shows. Palitleaders-even spiritual
leaders-seem to have no answers to these vitags&ut God’s word, the
Bible, pulls aside the curtain and reveals that world is involved in a
cosmic struggle between good and evil.

This little book goes to the Bible to answer thepariant questions
about how this conflict began, what the issues amy we all became
involved, and how it will end. The chapters makung this book are taken
from the author’s major work The Great ControveBstween Christ and
Satan. Though some have been abridged to meeeniyéhl requirements of
this small book, they still provide valuable ingighnto current social,
political, and religious developments. We believat through them you will
obtain not only a better understanding of the wislthy, but a well-founded
hope for a brighter tomorrow.

The Publishers



Chapter 1

Why Was Sin Permitted?

Where do evil and suffering come from? Is God resgme? If not, why
doesn't He at least stop it? Will it ever come noead? What has God done
to solve the problem, and what does that say adbdsutharacter?

The law of love being the foundation of the goveemmnof God, the
happiness of all created beings depended upon pleeiect accord with its
great principles of righteousness. God desires fedinHis creatures the
service of love--homage that springs from an iigeft appreciation of His
character. He takes no pleasure in a forced aftegiaand to all He grants
freedom of will, that they may render Him voluntasrvice.

But there was one that chose to pervert this freedin originated with
him who, next to Christ, had been most honored ofl @Gnd who stood
highest in power and glory among the inhabitanteezven. Before his fall,
Lucifer was first of the covering cherubs, holy amdlefiled. "Thus saith the
Lord God; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisd@ng perfect in beauty.
Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; evergique stone was thy
covering.... Thou art the anointed cherub that oethe and | have set thee
so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thast hwvalked up and down
in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast petrfe thy ways from the day
that thou wast created, till iniquity was foundlree." Ezekiel 28:12-15.

Creation Reflected God's Glory

Lucifer might have remained in favor with God, betd and honored by
all the angelic host, exercising his noble powerkléss others and to glorify
his Maker. But, says the prophet, "Thine heart iftesd up because of thy
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beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reasotihypbrightness.” Verse
17. Little by little, Lucifer came to indulge a aesfor self-exaltation. "Thou
hast set thine heart as the heart of God." "Thai &aid,... | will exalt my
throne above the stars of God: | will sit also upitve mount of the
congregation.... | will ascend above the heightshefclouds; | will be like
the Most High." Verse 6; Isaiah 14:13, 14. Insteddeeking to make God
supreme in the affections and allegiance of Hiatares, it was Lucifer's
endeavor to win their service and homage to himgelfl coveting the honor
which the infinite Father had bestowed upon His,Sbis prince of angels
aspired to power which it was the prerogative ofi§tlalone to wield.

All heaven had rejoiced to reflect the Creatorsygland to show forth
His praise. And while God was thus honored, all h#n peace and
gladness. But a note of discord now marred thestialeharmonies. The
service and exaltation of self, contrary to the &ses plan, awakened
forebodings of evil in minds to whom God's glory svaupreme. The
heavenly councils pleaded with Lucifer. The SonGuafd presented before
him the greatness, the goodness, and the justidheofCreator, and the
sacred, unchanging nature of His law. God Himsatf bstablished the order
of heaven; and in departing from it, Lucifer wouldhonor his Maker, and
bring ruin upon himself. But the warning, giveniifinite love and mercy,
only aroused a spirit of resistance. Lucifer alldwealousy of Christ to
prevail, and he became the more determined....

The Master Plan of Deception

All the powers of his master mind were now benttihe work of
deception, to secure the sympathy of the angelsithd been under his
command. Even the fact that Christ had warned amdhseled him was
perverted to serve his traitorous designs. To thdsase loving trust bound
them most closely to him, Satan had representddhthavas wrongly judged,
that his position was not respected, and thatibestly was to be abridged.
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From misrepresentation of the words of Christ h&spd to prevarication and
direct falsehood, accusing the Son of God of ageso humiliate him
before the inhabitants of heaven. He sought alsonéke a false issue
between himself and the loyal angels. All whom beld not subvert and
bring fully to his side he accused of indiffererioghe interests of heavenly
beings. The very work which he himself was doingcharged upon those
who remained true to God. And to sustain his chafy&od's injustice
toward him, he resorted to misrepresentation ofvilbeds and acts of the
Creator. It was his policy to perplex the angelshwsubtle arguments
concerning the purposes of God. Everything that siaple he shrouded in
mystery, and by artful perversion cast doubt uguwnplainest statements of
Jehovah. His high position, in such close connactath the divine
administration, gave greater force to his repregamts, and many were
induced to unite with him in rebellion against Hea's authority....

The Rebellion Continued On Earth

To the very close of the controversy in heaven gneat usurper
continued to justify himself. When it was announddat with all his
sympathizers he must be expelled from the abodddisd, then the rebel
leader boldly avowed his contempt for the Creatlave. He reiterated his
claim that angels needed no control, but shouldefigo follow their own
will, which would ever guide them right. He denoaddhe divine statutes as
a restriction of their liberty and declared thawas his purpose to secure the
abolition of law; that, freed from this restraithe hosts of heaven might
enter upon a more exalted, more glorious statietence.

With one accord, Satan and his host threw the blaftbeir rebellion
wholly upon Christ, declaring that if they had bheten reproved, they would
never have rebelled. Thus stubborn and defianheéir wisloyalty, seeking
vainly to overthrow the government of God, yet plasmously claiming to
be themselves the innocent victims of oppressiwvegpothe archrebel and all
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his sympathizers were at last banished from heaven.

The same spirit that prompted rebellion in heaw@hirsspires rebellion
on earth. Satan has continued with men the sameypehich he pursued
with the angels. His spirit now reigns in the cheld of disobedience. Like
him they seek to break down the restraints of #ve &f God and promise
men liberty through transgression of its precelRegproof of sin still arouses
the spirit of hatred and resistance. When God'ssages of warning are
brought home to the conscience, Satan leads mestify themselves and to
seek the sympathy of others in their course oflastead of correcting their
errors, they excite indignation against the reprpoas if he were the sole
cause of difficulty. From the days of righteous Atzeour own time such is
the spirit which has been displayed toward those @dre to condemn sin.

In the banishment of Satan from heaven, God detlHiis justice and
maintained the honor of His throne. But when mad Baaned through
yielding to the deceptions of this apostate sg@id gave an evidence of His
love by yielding up His only-begotten Son to die the fallen race. In the
atonement the character of God is revealed. Thehtsnigrgument of the
cross demonstrates to the whole universe thatdbese of sin which Lucifer
had chosen was in no wise chargeable upon the igmesit of God.

The Plan To Redeem Humanity

Satan's lying charges against the divine charaatel government
appeared in their true light. He had accused Godesking merely the
exaltation of Himself in requiring submission anttedience from His
creatures, and had declared that, while the Creatacted self-denial from
all others, He Himself practiced no self-denial amade no sacrifice. Now it
was seen that for the salvation of a fallen andukirace, the Ruler of the
universe had made the greatest sacrifice which tmedd make; for "God
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto HimselR"Corinthians 5:19. It
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was seen, also, that while Lucifer had opened toe tbr the entrance of sin
by his desire for honor and supremacy, Christ madrder to destroy sin,
humbled Himself and become obedient unto death.

God had manifested His abhorrence of the principfeszbellion. All
heaven saw His justice revealed, both in the comddéion of Satan and in
the redemption of man. Lucifer had declared thathd law of God was
changeless, and its penalty could not be remittedry transgressor must be
forever debarred from the Creator's favor. He Hanined that the sinful race
were placed beyond redemption and were therefaredhtful prey. But the
death of Christ was an argument in man's behalf twuld not be
overthrown. The penalty of the law fell upon Himawvas equal with God,
and man was free to accept the righteousness aétGimmd by a life of
penitence and humiliation to triumph, as the SoGodl had triumphed, over
the power of Satan. Thus God is just and yet théfier of all who believe
in Jesus

God's Law Is Sustained

But it was not merely to accomplish the redemptbman that Christ
came to the earth to suffer and to die. He canfenamnify the law" and to
"make it honorable.”" Not alone that the inhabitaatsthis world might
regard the law as it should be regarded; but it twademonstrate to all the
worlds of the universe that God's law is unchantgedbould its claims have
been set aside, then the Son of God need not heldeg up His life to
atone for its transgression. The death of Chrigvgs it immutable. And the
sacrifice to which infinite love impelled the Fatlend the Son, that sinners
might be redeemed, demonstrates to all the uninarsat nothing less than
this plan of atonement could have sufficed to dhat-fustice and mercy are
the foundation of the law and government of God.



Chapter 2
How to Defeat Satan

What are the issues in this great struggle betvgeed and evil? Why
has Satan been so successful in confusing so neoplg? How can we deal
with our doubts and overcome them?

The great controversy between Christ and Satam,htds been carried
forward for nearly six thousand years, is soonltse; and the wicked one
redoubles his efforts to defeat the work of Chistman's behalf and to
fasten souls in his snares. To hold the peoplarkreess and impenitence till
the Saviour's mediation is ended, and there i©ngdr a sacrifice for sin, is
the object which he seeks to accomplish.

When there is no special effort made to resist pasver, when
indifference prevails in the church and the wo8dtan is not concerned; for
he is in no danger of losing those whom he is leadaptive at his will. But
when the attention is called to eternal things, souals are inquiring, "What
must | do to be saved?" he is on the ground, sgetdnmatch his power
against the power of Christ and to counteractriflaence of the Holy Spirit.

The Scriptures declare that upon one occasion, Wemangels of God
came to present themselves before the Lord, Saare @lso among them
(Job 1:6), not to bow before the Eternal King, batfurther his own
malicious designs against the righteous. With thenes object he is in
attendance when men assemble for the worship of Gumligh hidden from
sight, he is working with all diligence to conttbke minds of the worshipers.
Like a skillful general he lays his plans beforetharAs he sees the
messenger of God searching the Scriptures, he takesof the subject to be
presented to the people. Then he employs all maing and shrewdness so
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to control circumstances that the message mayeaamthrthose whom he is
deceiving on that very point. The one who most sebe warning will be

urged into some business transaction which reqhiepresence, or will by
some other means be prevented from hearing theswbed might prove to

him a savor of life unto life.

Danger in Neglecting Bible Study and Prayer

Again, Satan sees the Lord's servants burdenedi®eacd the spiritual
darkness that enshrouds the people. He hearsetlniest prayers for divine
grace and power to break the spell of indifferencatelessness, and
indolence. Then with renewed zeal he plies his. &ttstempts men to the
indulgence of appetite or to some other form of-gsltification, and thus
benumbs their sensibilities so that they fail tari@e very things which they
most need to learn.

Satan well knows that all whom he can lead to retgbeayer and the
searching of the Scriptures, will be overcome by diitacks. Therefore he
invents every possible device to engross the miilmkre has ever been a
class professing godliness, who, instead of folhgvon to know the truth,
make it their religion to seek some fault of chégaor error of faith in those
with whom they do not agree. Such are Satan's-hghtl helpers. Accusers
of the brethren are not few, and they are alwayiseagvhen God is at work
and His servants are rendering Him true homagey Mia# put a false
coloring upon the words and acts of those who kExve obey the truth. They
will represent the most earnest, zealous, selfitigngervants of Christ as
deceived or deceivers. It is their work to misreprdg the motives of every
true and noble deed, to circulate insinuations, aralise suspicion in the
minds of the inexperienced. In every conceivableamea they will seek to
cause that which is pure and righteous to be reglad foul and deceptive.

But none need be deceived concerning them. It neyehdily seen
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whose children they are, whose example they follamg whose work they
do. "Ye shall know them by their fruits." Matthewl®. Their course
resembles that of Satan, the envenomed slanddler, dccuser of our
brethren." Revelation 12:10.

The great deceiver has many agents ready to prasgrdand every kind
of error to ensnare souls--heresies prepared totisei varied tastes and
capacities of those whom he would ruin. It is Hango bring into the church
insincere, unregenerate elements that will encaudayibt and unbelief, and
hinder all who desire to see the work of God adeaaad to advance with it.
Many who have no real faith in God or in His woss@nt to some principles
of truth and pass as Christians, and thus theyemaabdled to introduce their
errors as Scriptural doctrines.

Beware of False Teachers

The position that it is of no consequence what releve is one of
Satan's most successful deceptions. He knowshbaruth, received in the
love of it, sanctifies the soul of the receivergrigfore he is constantly
seeking to substitute false theories, fables, amotipospel. From the
beginning the servants of God have contended dghals®e teachers, not
merely as vicious men, but as inculcators of fadeels that were fatal to the
soul. Elijah, Jeremiah, Paul, firmly and fearlesspposed those who were
turning men from the word of God. That liberalityhieh regards a correct
religious faith as unimportant found no favor wittese holy defenders of
the truth.

The vague and fanciful interpretations of Scriptuaad the many
conflicting theories concerning religious faithatlare found in the Christian
world are the work of our great adversary to coafusnds so that they shall
not discern the truth. And the discord and diviswnich exist among the
churches of Christendom are in a great measureodine prevailing custom
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of wresting the Scriptures to support a favoriteotty. Instead of carefully
studying God's word with humility of heart to oltaa knowledge of His
will, many seek only to discover something odd gioal.

Some Willfully Pervert God's Word

In order to sustain erroneous doctrines or undanspractices, some
will seize upon passages of Scripture separaten ffee context, perhaps
qguoting half of a single verse as proving theirnpoiwvhen the remaining
portion would show the meaning to be quite the sppoWith the cunning
of the serpent they entrench themselves behindomiscted utterances
construed to suit their carnal desires. Thus doymaitifully pervert the
word of God. Others, who have an active imaginatsaize upon the figures
and symbols of Holy Writ, interpret them to suieithfancy, with little
regard to the testimony of Scripture as its owrennteter, and then they
present their vagaries as the teachings of thesBibl

Whenever the study of the Scriptures is enterednupathout a
prayerful, humble, teachable spirit, the plaingstl aimplest as well as the
most difficult passages will be wrested from theire meaning. The papal
leaders select such portions of Scripture as ls@getheir purpose, interpret
to suit themselves, and then present these to ¢bele while they deny
them the privilege of studying the Bible and unthrding its sacred truths
for themselves. The whole Bible should be giverthi®e people just as it
reads. It would be better for them not to have @&ibistruction at all than to
have the teaching of the Scriptures thus grosstyapresented.

The Bible was designed to be a guide to all whohwis become
acquainted with the will of their Maker. God gawemen the sure word of
prophecy; angels and even Christ Himself came tkemkown to Daniel
and John the things that must shortly come to pdssse important matters
that concern our salvation were not left involvadnystery. They were not
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revealed in such a way as to perplex and misleadhtinest seeker after
truth. Said the Lord by the prophet Habakkuk: "Witie vision, and make it
plain, ... that he may run that readeth it." HahakR:2. The word of God is
plain to all who study it with a prayerful heartvey truly honest soul will
come to the light of truth. "Light is sown for tmghteous." Psalm 97:11.
And no church can advance in holiness unless itsilvees are earnestly
seeking for truth as for hid treasure.

By the cry, Liberality, men are blinded to the d®a of their adversary,
while he is all the time working steadily for thecamplishment of his
object. As he succeeds in supplanting the Bibldnlopan speculations, the
law of God is set aside, and the churches are uhddoondage of sin while
they claim to be free.

Theories vs. Scientific Facts

To many, scientific research has become a cursd.as permitted a
flood of light to be poured upon the world in digedes in science and art;
but even the greatest minds, if not guided by tlerdwof God in their
research, become bewildered in their attemptswesiigate the relations of
science and revelation.

Human knowledge of both material and spiritual gisins partial and
imperfect; therefore many are unable to harmoniesr tviews of science
with Scripture statements. Many accept mere theaaied speculations as
scientific facts, and they think that God's wordtas be tested by the
teachings of "science falsely so called." 1 Timad®t®0. The Creator and His
works are beyond their comprehension; and becdusg ¢annot explain
these by natural laws, Bible history is regardeduaseliable. Those who
doubt the reliability of the records of the Old adew Testaments too often
go a step further and doubt the existence of Galdagimibute infinite power
to nature. Having let go their anchor, they ar¢ fefbeat about upon the
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rocks of infidelity.

Thus many err from the faith and are seduced bydthal. Men have
endeavored to be wiser than their Creator; humaosaiphy has attempted
to search out and explain mysteries which will meae revealed through the
eternal ages. If men would but search and undefstdrat God had made
known of Himself and His purposes, they would abtstich a view of the
glory, majesty, and power of Jehovah that they wowdalize their own
littleness and would be content with that which Heesen revealed for
themselves and their children.

It is a masterpiece of Satan's deceptions to kbepntinds of men
searching and conjecturing in regard to that wi@dd has not made known
and which He does not intend that we shall undedsté was thus that
Lucifer lost his place in heaven. He became disBati because all the
secrets of God's purposes were not confided to lang he entirely
disregarded that which was revealed concerningpiwis work in the lofty
position assigned him. By arousing the same distdnh the angels under
his command, he caused their fall. Now he seeksibaie the minds of men
with the same spirit and to lead them also to desre the direct commands
of God.

No Shield from Delusion

Those who are unwilling to accept the plain, cugttiruths of the Bible
are continually seeking for pleasing fables thdk quiet the conscience. The
less spiritual, self-denying, and humiliating thecttines presented, the
greater the favor with which they are received. SEhpersons degrade the
intellectual powers to serve their carnal desifBso wise in their own
conceit to search the Scriptures with contritiorsodll and earnest prayer for
divine guidance, they have no shield from delusteetan is ready to supply
the heart's desire, and he palms off his deceptiotie place of truth. It was
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thus that the papacy gained its power over the sniodl men; and by
rejection of the truth because it involves a créamtestants are following
the same path. All who neglect the word of Godttalyg convenience and
policy, that they may not be at variance with therld, will be left to receive
damnable heresy for religious truth. Every condeliwdorm of error will be
accepted by those who willfully reject the truthe Mho looks with horror
upon one deception will readily receive anothere Ejpostle Paul, speaking
of a class who "received not the love of the trtitlat they might be saved,"
declares: "For this cause God shall send them gtawmiusion, that they
should believe a lie: that they all might be damndt believed not the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." 2 Sdilesians 2:10-12. With
such a warning before us it behooves us to be angaard as to what
doctrines we receive.,

Among the most successful agencies of the greagivksc are the
delusive teachings and lying wonders of spirituali®isguised as an angel
of light, he spreads his nets where least suspetfteden would but study
the Book of God with earnest prayer that they mightlerstand it, they
would not be left in darkness to receive false dioes. But as they reject the
truth they fall a prey to deception.

The Nature of Jesus Christ

Another dangerous error is the doctrine that detiesdeity of Christ,
claiming that He had no existence before His adwenthis world. This
theory is received with favor by a large class witofess to believe the
Bible; yet it directly contradicts the plainest tetaents of our Saviour
concerning His relationship with the Father, Higine character, and His
pre-existence. It cannot be entertained without thest unwarranted
wresting of the Scriptures. It not only lowers nsaconceptions of the work
of redemption, but undermines faith in the Bibleaasevelation from God.
While this renders it the more dangerous, it makasso harder to meet. If
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men reject the testimony of the inspired Scriptuwescerning the deity of
Christ, it is in vain to argue the point with thefar no argument, however
conclusive, could convince them. "The natural maceiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness uhtm: neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned." dinfloans 2:14. None who
hold this error can have a true conception of tharacter or the mission of
Christ, or of the great plan of God for man's regeom.

Still another subtle and mischievous error is tast-Epreading belief
that Satan has no existence as a personal beiagiin® name is used in
Scripture merely to represent men's evil thoughtsdesires.

The teaching so widely echoed from popular pulpist the second
advent of Christ is His coming to each individualdaath, is a device to
divert the minds of men from His personal comingha clouds of heaven.
For years Satan has thus been saying, "Beholds ethe secret chambers”
(Matthew 24:23-26); and many souls have been Igstatcepting this
deception.

The Aim to Undermine Confidence

Satan stands at the head of the great army of dmyl@nd he works to
the utmost of his power to beguile souls into asks. It is becoming
fashionable to doubt. There is a large class bymwitioe word of God is
looked upon with distrust for the same reason as itgaAuthor--because it
reproves and condemns sin. Those who are unwilliogobey its
requirements endeavor to overthrow its authorityeyi read the Bible, or
listen to its teachings as presented from the dagesk, merely to find fault
with the Scriptures or with the sermon. Not a fesecdme infidels in order to
justify or excuse themselves in neglect of dutyhdds adopt skeptical
principles from pride and indolence. Too ease-lgvito distinguish
themselves by accomplishing anything worthy of honehich requires
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effort and self-denial, they aim to secure a regoonafor superior wisdom by
criticizing the Bible. There is much which the fmimind, unenlightened by
divine wisdom, is powerless to comprehend; and thayg find occasion to
criticize. There are many who seem to feel that & virtue to stand on the
side of unbelief, skepticism, and infidelity. Butderneath an appearance of
candor it will be found that such persons are detliay self-confidence and
pride. Many delight in finding something in the Btures to puzzle the
minds of others. Some at first criticize and reasnrihe wrong side, from a
mere love of controversy. They do not realize thaly are thus entangling
themselves in the snare of the fowler. But havipgrdy expressed unbelief,
they feel that they must maintain their positiomu$ they unite with the
ungodly and close to themselves the gates of Peradi

God has given in His word sufficient evidence af divine character.
The great truths which concern our redemption &arly presented. By the
aid of the Holy Spirit, which is promised to all wiseek it in sincerity, every
man may understand these truths for himself. Gal dranted to men a
strong foundation upon which to rest their faith.

Yet the finite minds of men are inadequate fullycmmprehend the
plans and purposes of the Infinite One. We can mbyesearching find out
God. We must not attempt to lift with presumptubasd the curtain behind
which He veils His majesty. The apostle exclaintdow unsearchable are
His judgments, and His ways past finding out!" Romd1:33. We can so
far comprehend His dealings with us, and the metilsg which He is
actuated, that we may discern boundless love andymeited to infinite
power. Our Father in heaven orders everything sdam and righteousness,
and we are not to be dissatisfied and distrustiul, to bow in reverent
submission. He will reveal to us as much of Higymses as it is for our good
to know, and beyond that we must trust the Hand isv@mnipotent, the
Heart that is full of love.
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Hooks on which to Hang Doubts

While God has given ample evidence for faith, H& mever remove all
excuse for unbelief. All who look for hooks to hatigir doubts upon will
find them. And those who refuse to accept and dbeg's word until every
objection has been removed, and there is no loag@pportunity for doubt,
will never come to the light....

There is but one course for those to pursue wheagsthndesire to be
freed from doubts. Instead of questioning and @ayitoncerning that which
they do not understand, let them give heed toitia which already shines
upon them, and they will receive greater light. ttetm do every duty which
has been made plain to their understanding, angl wik be enabled to
understand and perform those of which they are inaoubt.

Satan can present a counterfeit so closely reseqibie truth that it
deceives those who are willing to be deceived, dsire to shun the self-
denial and sacrifice demanded by the truth; bug itnpossible for him to
hold under his power one soul who honestly desiaésyhatever cost, to
know the truth. Christ is the truth and the "Liglhich lighteth every man
that cometh into the world." John 1:9. The Spifittmith has been sent to
guide men into all truth. And upon the authoritytbé Son of God it is
declared: "Seek, and ye shall find." "If any manl wo His will, he shall
know of the doctrine." Matthew 7:7; John 7:17.

The Source of Spiritual Strength

The followers of Christ know little of the plots wh Satan and his
hosts are forming against them. But He who sitietithe heavens will
overrule all these devices for the accomplishmértie deep designs. The
Lord permits His people to be subjected to theyfmdeal of temptation, not
because He takes pleasure in their distress ahdtiaff, but because this
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process is essential to their final victory. Heldouot, consistently with His
own glory, shield them from temptation; for the webject of the trial is to
prepare them to resist all the allurements of evil.

Neither wicked men nor devils can hinder the wadrksod, or shut out
His presence from His people, if they will, withbslued, contrite hearts,
confess and put away their sins, and in faith clallm promises. Every
temptation, every opposing influence, whether opensecret, may be
successfully resisted, "not by might, nor by poweart by My Spirit, saith
the Lord of hosts." Zechariah 4:6....

Satan is well aware that the weakest soul who ahide€hrist is more
than a match for the hosts of darkness, and thatld he reveal himself
openly, he would be met and resisted. Thereforeded&s to draw away the
soldiers of the cross from their strong fortificatj while he lies in ambush
with his forces, ready to destroy all who ventupom his ground. Only in
humble reliance upon God, and obedience to alcBemandments, can we
be secure.

No man is safe for a day or an hour without prafspecially should
we entreat the Lord for wisdom to understand Hisdvdlere are revealed
the wiles of the tempter and the means by whichmlag be successfully
resisted. Satan is an expert in quoting Scriptyscing his own
interpretation upon passages, by which he hopeause us to stumble. We
should study the Bible with humility of heart, nevesing sight of our
dependence upon God. While we must constantly gagaihst the devices
of Satan, we should pray in faith continually: "daas not into temptation."
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Chapter 3

The First Great Deception

What is the great lie that has led to all the suffpand misery we see in
the world today? Who told that lie? And what is timgpe that promises to
end this catastrophe of evil?

With the earliest history of man, Satan began fiwrts to deceive our
race. He who had incited rebellion in heaven ddgioebring the inhabitants
of the earth to unite with him in his warfare agithe government of God.
Adam and Eve had been perfectly happy in obediemtee law of God, and
this fact was a constant testimony against thenclahich Satan had urged in
heaven, that God's law was oppressive and oppasdtet good of His
creatures. And furthermore, Satan's envy was eke$ehe looked upon the
beautiful home prepared for the sinless pair. Herd@ned to cause their
fall, that, having separated them from God and @dthem under his own
power, he might gain possession of the earth anel é&tablish his kingdom
in opposition to the Most High.

Had Satan revealed himself in his real characterwbuld have been
repulsed at once, for Adam and Eve had been waaganhst this dangerous
foe; but he worked in the dark, concealing his pagp that he might more
effectually accomplish his object. Employing asmisdium the serpent, then
a creature of fascinating appearance, he addréssself to Eve: "Hath God
said, 'Ye shall not eat of every tree of the gaffeGenesis 3:1. Had Eve
refrained from entering into argument with the téanpshe would have been
safe; but she ventured to parley with him anddellictim to his wiles. It is
thus that many are still overcome. They doubt argli@ concerning the
requirements of God; and instead of obeying thendicommands, they
accept human theories, which but disguise the dewt Satan.
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Eve Yielded to Temptation

"The woman said unto the serpent, We may eat dirtiieof the trees of
the garden: but of the fruit of the tree whichnstihe midst of the garden,
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither Ispaltouch it, lest ye die. And
the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not gutiel for God doth know
that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyed beabpened, and ye shall be
as gods, knowing good and evil." Verses 2-5. Hdaded that they would
become like God, possessing greater wisdom thaordaihd being capable
of a higher state of existence. Eve yielded to tatmm; and through her
influence, Adam was led into sin. They acceptedwoeds of the serpent,
that God did not mean what He said; they distrugtesir Creator and
imagined that He was restricting their liberty dhdt they might obtain great
wisdom and exaltation by transgressing His law.

But what did Adam, after his sin, find to be theammg of the words,
"“In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shaklgutie"? Did he find them
to mean, as Satan had led him to believe, that & tev be ushered into a
more exalted state of existence? Then indeed thase great good to be
gained by transgression, and Satan was proved adoeaefactor of the race.
But Adam did not find this to be the meaning of theine sentence. God
declared that as a penalty for his sin, man shoetdrn to the ground
whence he was taken: "Dust thou art, and unto shedt thou return.” Verse
19. The words of Satan, "Your eyes shall be opérmyved to be true in
this sense only: After Adam and Eve had disobeyed, Gheir eyes were
opened to discern their folly; they did know ewhd they tasted the bitter
fruit of transgression.

Immortality Forfeited by Transgression

In the midst of Eden grew the tree of life, whos@tfhad the power of
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perpetuating life. Had Adam remained obedient tad,Goe would have
continued to enjoy free access to this tree anddvioave lived forever. But
when he sinned he was cut off from partaking of tilee of life, and he
became subject to death. The divine sentence, "(host art, and unto dust
shalt thou return," points to the utter extinctatife.

Immortality, promised to man on condition of obeulie, had been
forfeited by transgression. Adam could not transtoithis posterity that
which he did not possess; and there could have bedrope for the fallen
race had not God, by the sacrifice of His Son, ghbummortality within
their reach. While "death passed upon all men,tlet all have sinned,"
Christ "nhath brought life and immortality to lighbrough the gospel.”
Romans 5:12; 2 Timothy 1:10. And only through Chcian immortality be
obtained. Said Jesus: "He that believeth on theHatim everlasting life: and
he that believeth not the Son shall not see ldefin 3:36. Every man may
come into possession of this priceless blessirgeifwill comply with the
conditions. All "who by patient continuance in wdbing seek for glory and
honor and immortality," will receive "eternal lifeRomans 2:7.

The only one who promised Adam life in disobediem@es the great
deceiver. And the declaration of the serpent to lvEden--"Ye shall not
surely die"--was the first sermon ever preachedhupe immortality of the
soul. Yet this declaration, resting solely upon thghority of Satan, is
echoed from the pulpits of Christendom and is nesmkiby the majority of
mankind as readily as it was received by our fpatents. The divine
sentence, "The soul that sinneth, it shall die"ef 18:20), is made to
mean: The soul that sinneth, it shall not die,limat eternally. We cannot but
wonder at the strange infatuation which renders seecredulous concerning
the words of Satan and so unbelieving in regatléavords of God.

Had man after his fall been allowed free accesthéotree of life, he
would have lived forever, and thus sin would haeerbimmortalized. But
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cherubim and a flaming sword kept "the way of treetof life" (Genesis
3:24), and not one of the family of Adam has beemritted to pass that
barrier and partake of the life-giving fruit. Théree there is not an immortal
sinner.

But after the Fall, Satan bade his angels make exiap effort to
inculcate the belief in man's natural immortalignd having induced the
people to receive this error, they were to leadntlos to conclude that the
sinner would live in eternal misery. Now the pringedarkness, working
through his agents, represents God as a revengyeduit, declaring that He
plunges into hell all those who do not please Hamg causes them ever to
feel His wrath; and that while they suffer unuttdeaanguish and writhe in
the eternal flames, their Creator looks down up@mt with satisfaction.

Satanic Cruelty vs. Divine Love

Thus the archfiend clothes with his own attributee Creator and
Benefactor of mankind. Cruelty is satanic. Godaset and all that He
created was pure, holy, and lovely, until sin wesulght in by the first great
rebel. Satan himself is the enemy who tempts masntoand then destroys
him if he can; and when he has made sure of htgryithen he exults in the
ruin he has wrought. If permitted, he would swele@ ¢ntire race into his
net. Were it not for the interposition of divinevper, not one son or daughter
of Adam would escape.

Satan is seeking to overcome men today, as he awercour first
parents, by shaking their confidence in their Greand leading them to
doubt the wisdom of His government and the justitélis laws. Satan and
his emissaries represent God as even worse thamséives, in order to
justify their own malignity and rebellion. The gtedeceiver endeavors to
shift his own horrible cruelty of character uporr tieavenly Father, that he
may cause himself to appear as one greatly wrobgdus expulsion from
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heaven because he would not submit to so unjusivargor. He presents
before the world the liberty which they may enjaydar his mild sway, in
contrast with the bondage imposed by the sternegsoof Jehovah. Thus he
succeeds in luring souls away from their allegiaioc&od.

How repugnant to every emotion of love and merayd aven to our
sense of justice, is the doctrine that the wickedddare tormented with fire
and brimstone in an eternally burning hell; thattfee sins of a brief earthly
life they are to suffer torture as long as God Ising. Yet this doctrine has
been widely taught and is still embodied in many tbé creeds of
Christendom....

A large class to whom the doctrine of eternal tartme revolting are
driven to the opposite error. They see that thep&oes represent God as a
being of love and compassion, and they cannot\eelieat He will consign
His creatures to the fires of an eternally burniral. But holding that the
soul is naturally immortal, they see no alternatoeg to conclude that all
mankind will finally be saved. Many regard the #itenings of the Bible as
designed merely to frighten men into obedience, antl to be literally
fulfiled. Thus the sinner can live in selfish péeme, disregarding the
requirements of God, and yet expect to be finadigerved into His favor.
Such a doctrine, presuming upon God's mercy, bobrigg His justice,
pleases the carnal heart and emboldens the wickieir iniquity....

If it were true that the souls of all men passe@dly to heaven at the
hour of dissolution, then we might well covet deadkher than life. Many
have been led by this belief to put an end to thedistence. When
overwhelmed with trouble, perplexity, and disappoi@nt, it seems an easy
thing to break the brittle thread of life and sa@avay into the bliss of the
eternal world.

God has given in His word decisive evidence thatvdé punish the
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transgressors of His law. Those who flatter theweselthat He is too

merciful to execute justice upon the sinner, havly o look to the cross of

Calvary. The death of the spotless Son of Godfiestihat "the wages of sin
is death," that every violation of God's law musteaive its just retribution.

Christ the sinless became sin for man. He borgtiile of transgression, and
the hiding of His Father's face, until His heartswaroken and His life

crushed out. All this sacrifice was made that siamaight be redeemed. In
no other way could man be freed from the penaltsirof And every soul that

refuses to become a partaker of the atonementgadat such a cost must
bear in his own person the guilt and punishmenmtawfsgression....

Man Fixes His Own Destiny

Could those whose lives have been spent in rebelligainst God be
suddenly transported to heaven and witness the, tiflgh holy state of
perfection that ever exists there,--every souledill with love, every
countenance beaming with joy, enrapturing musim@lodious strains rising
in honor of God and the Lamb, and ceaseless streaight flowing upon
the redeemed from the face of Him who sitteth uth@nthrone,--could those
whose hearts are filled with hatred of God, ofttrahd holiness, mingle with
the heavenly throng and join their songs of praSeuld they endure the
glory of God and the Lamb? No, no; years of pravatvere granted them,
that they might form characters for heaven; buy thave never trained the
mind to love purity; they have never learned thegleage of heaven, and
now it is too late. A life of rebellion against Gdwhs unfitted them for
heaven. Its purity, holiness, and peace would kder®to them; the glory of
God would be a consuming fire. They would long leeffrom that holy
place. They would welcome destruction, that theghhbe hidden from the
face of Him who died to redeem them. The destinthefwicked is fixed by
their own choice. Their exclusion from heaven ifuntary with themselves,
and just and merciful on the part of God....
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The theory of the immortality of the soul was onk those false
doctrines that Rome, borrowing from paganism, ipoocated into the
religion of Christendom. Martin Luther classed itwthe "monstrous fables
that form part of the Roman dunghill of decretal€6mmenting on the
words of Solomon in Ecclesiastes, that the deadvknot anything, the
Reformer says: "Another place proving that the dhade no ... feeling.
There is, saith he, no duty, no science, no knogdeaho wisdom there.
Solomon judgeth that the dead are asleep, andnf#bing at all. For the
dead lie there, accounting neither days nor ydartsywhen they are awaked,
they shall seem to have slept scarce one minute."

Nowhere in the Sacred Scriptures is found the mstate that the
righteous go to their reward or the wicked to thminishment at death. The
patriarchs and prophets have left no such assur&iuest and His apostles
have given no hint of it. The Bible clearly teachieat the dead do not go
immediately to heaven. They are represented aspistpeuntil the
resurrection. 1 Thessalonians 4:14; Job 14:10+12hé very day when the
silver cord is loosed and the golden bowl brokecc(&siastes 12:6), man's
thoughts perish. They that go down to the gravaerasdence. They know no
more of anything that is done under the sun. JoB1148Blessed rest for the
weary righteous! Time, be it long or short, is lautnoment to them. They
sleep; they are awakened by the trump of God torgogs immortality. "For
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall beedaiscorruptible.... So
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruptiand this mortal shall
have put on immortality, then shall be brought &s$the saying that is
written, Death is swallowed up in victory." 1 Cdhrans 15:52-54. As they
are called forth from their deep slumber they beagithink just where they
ceased. The last sensation was the pang of déathadt thought, that they
were falling beneath the power of the grave. Winay tarise from the tomb,
their first glad thought will be echoed in the mphal shout: "O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victoryetse 55.
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Chapter 4

Can the Dead Speak to Us?

Can the dead communicate with the living? What kappwhen you
die? What about those who have reported a "nedh @x@erience"? What is
the truth about life after death?

The ministration of holy angels, as presented enSbriptures, is a truth
most comforting and precious to every follower diiriGt. But the Bible
teaching upon this point has been obscured ancepeds by the errors of
popular theology. The doctrine of natural immotialifirst borrowed from
the pagan philosophy, and in the darkness of that@postasy incorporated
into the Christian faith, has supplanted the trwgb, plainly taught in
Scripture, that "the dead know not anything." Mulles have come to
believe that it is spirits of the dead who are'ténistering spirits, sent forth
to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvatio And this
notwithstanding the testimony of Scripture to thdastence of heavenly
angels, and their connection with the history oihmiaefore the death of a
human being.

The doctrine of man's consciousness in death, edlyethe belief that
spirits of the dead return to minister to the lgimas prepared the way for
modern spiritualism. If the dead are admitted te finesence of God and
holy angels, and privileged with knowledge far eediag what they before
possessed, why should they not return to the ¢arémlighten and instruct
the living? If, as taught by popular theologianpirits of the dead are
hovering about their friends on earth, why sholleytnot be permitted to
communicate with them, to warn them against evilfoocomfort them in
sorrow? How can those who believe in man's consaess in death reject
what comes to them as divine light communicatedjloyified spirits? Here
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IS a channel regarded as sacred, through whichnSatartks for the
accomplishment of his purposes. The fallen angdi® \@o his bidding
appear as messengers from the spirit world. Whitdegsing to bring the
living into communication with the dead, the pringk evil exercises his
bewitching influence upon their minds.

He has power to bring before men the appearancienf departed
friends. The counterfeit is perfect; the familiaok, the words, the tone, are
reproduced with marvelous distinctness. Many arenfoded with the
assurance that their loved ones are enjoying tiss bf heaven, and without
suspicion of danger, they give ear "to seducingitspiand doctrines of
devils."

Can the Dead Speak to Us?

When they have been led to believe that the de&dalac return to
communicate with them, Satan causes those to appearwent into the
grave unprepared. They claim to be happy in heareheven to occupy
exalted positions there, and thus the error is liteught that no difference
IS made between the righteous and the wicked. Tékempded visitants from
the world of spirits sometimes utter cautions amanings which prove to be
correct. Then, as confidence is gained, they ptedectrines that directly
undermine faith in the Scriptures. With an appeegast deep interest in the
well-being of their friends on earth, they insireigtie most dangerous errors.
The fact that they state some truths, and are ablienes to foretell future
events, gives to their statements an appearancdiatbility; and their false
teachings are accepted by the multitudes as readityl believed as
implicitly, as if they were the most sacred trutifsthe Bible. The law of
God is set aside, the Spirit of grace despised,btbed of the covenant
counted an unholy thing. The spirits deny the deftZhrist and place even
the Creator on a level with themselves. Thus uadeew disguise the great
rebel still carries on his warfare against God,uveispn heaven and for nearly
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six thousand years continued upon the earth.
Not All Deception is Trickery

Many endeavor to account for spiritual manifestadidy attributing
them wholly to fraud and sleight of hand on thet mdrthe medium. But
while it is true that the results of trickery hagf#fen been palmed off as
genuine manifestations, there have been, also, edaskxhibitions of
supernatural power. The mysterious rapping withciwhmodern spiritualism
began was not the result of human trickery or cognbut was the direct
work of evil angels, who thus introduced one of thaest successful of soul-
destroying delusions. Many will be ensnared throutje belief that
spiritualism is a merely human imposture; when ghdauace to face with
manifestations which they cannot but regard as reaperal, they will be
deceived, and will be led to accept them as thatgrewer of God.

These persons overlook the testimony of the Saegteoncerning the
wonders wrought by Satan and his agents. It wassditgnic aid that
Pharaoh's magicians were enabled to counterfeitwbik of God. Paul
testifies that before the second advent of Chingra will be similar
manifestations of satanic power. The coming ofLits is to be preceded by
"the working of Satan with all power and signs &idg wonders, and with
all deceivableness of unrighteousness." 2 Thessasr2:9, 10. And the
apostle John, describing the miracle-working pothet will be manifested
in the last days, declares: "He doeth great wondershat he maketh fire
come down from heaven on the earth in the sigmeri, and deceiveth them
that dwell on the earth by the means of those neisawhich he had power to
do." Revelation 13:13, 14. No mere impostures ane lioretold. Men are
deceived by the miracles which Satan's agents pawer to do, not which
they pretend to do.
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The Mastermind of Deception

The prince of darkness, who has so long bent theepmo of his
mastermind to the work of deception, skillfully @& his temptations to men
of all classes and conditions. To persons of celtand refinement he
presents spiritualism in its more refined and let#lal aspects, and thus
succeeds in drawing many into his snare. The wisedrnich spiritualism
imparts is that described by the apostle James;hwidescendeth not from
above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish." Jam&5.3Fhis, however, the great
deceiver conceals when concealment will best sigitpuirpose. He who
could appear clothed with the brightness of theveely seraphs before
Christ in the wilderness of temptation, comes tanmethe most attractive
manner as an angel of light. He appeals to theorebyg the presentation of
elevating themes; he delights the fancy with ennapg scenes; and he
enlists the affections by his eloguent portraydislooe and charity. He
excites the imagination to lofty flights, leadingemto take so great pride in
their own wisdom that in their hearts they desplse Eternal One. That
mighty being who could take the world's Redeemearicexceedingly high
mountain and bring before Him all the kingdomsha earth and the glory of
them, will present his temptations to men in a nearta pervert the senses of
all who are not shielded by divine power....

But none need be deceived by the lying claims oftsplism. God has
given the world sufficient light to enable them descover the snare. As
already shown, the theory which forms the very ftation of spiritualism is
at war with the plainest statements of Scriptuttee Bible declares that the
dead know not anything, that their thoughts havesbed; they have no part
in anything that is done under the sun; they knathimg of the joys or
sorrows of those who were dearest to them on earth.

Furthermore, God has expressly forbidden all pagdrcommunication
with departed spirits. In the days of the Hebrelwesd was a class of people
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who claimed, as do the spiritualists of today, sétdicommunication with the
dead. But the "familiar spirits," as these visigafiom other worlds were
called, are declared by the Bible to be "the spiat devils." (Compare
Numbers 25:1-3; Psalm 106:28; 1 Corinthians 10E2yelation 16:14.) The
work of dealing with familiar spirits was pronouican abomination to the
Lord, and was solemnly forbidden under penalty editd. Leviticus 19:31;
20:27. The very name of witchcraft is now held antempt. The claim that
men can hold intercourse with evil spirits is relgal as a fable of the Dark
Ages. But spiritualism, which numbers its convetig hundreds of
thousands, yea, by millions, which has made its im&y scientific circles,
which has invaded churches, and has found faviggislative bodies, and
even in the courts of kings--this mammoth decepisobut a revival, in a
new disguise, of the witchcraft condemned and fwitdal of old.

The Character of Evil Spirits

If there were no other evidence of the real charact spiritualism, it
should be enough for the Christian that the spinitake no difference
between righteousness and sin, between the navldgturest of the apostles
of Christ and the most corrupt of the servants ath®. By representing the
basest of men as in heaven, and highly exaltee tls&tan says to the world:
"No matter how wicked you are; no matter whethar pelieve or disbelieve
God and the Bible. Live as you please; heavenus flome." The spiritualist
teachers virtually declare: "Everyone that doett isvgood in the sight of
the Lord, and He delighteth in them; or, Wherehis God of judgment?"”
Malachi 2:17. Saith the word of God: "Woe unto th#rat call evil good,
and good evil; that put darkness for light, andhtlifor darkness." Isaiah
5:20.

The apostles, as personated by these lying spargsmade to contradict
what they wrote at the dictation of the Holy Spiviten on earth. They deny
the divine origin of the Bible, and thus tear awag foundation of the
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Christian's hope and put out the light that revédadsway to heaven. Satan is
making the world believe that the Bible is a mectidn, or at least a book

suited to the infancy of the race, but now to bétly regarded, or cast aside
as obsolete. And to take the place of the word @dl Ge holds out spiritual

manifestations. Here is a channel wholly undercbistrol; by this means he

can make the world believe what he will. The Bolod#ttis to judge him and

his followers he puts in the shade, just where hatsvit; the Saviour of the

world he makes to be no more than a common man....

The Changing Image of Spiritism

It is true that spiritualism is now changing itsrfoand, veiling some of
its more objectionable features, is assuming a stian guise. But its
utterances from the platform and the press havea beéore the public for
many years, and in these its real character steawdsmled. These teachings
cannot be denied or hidden.

Even in its present form, so far from being moretiw of toleration
than formerly, it is really a more dangerous, bseaa more subtle,
deception. While it formerly denounced Christ artke tBible, it now
professes to accept both. But the Bible is inteégoran a manner that is
pleasing to the unrenewed heart, while its solenth\atal truths are made of
no effect. Love is dwelt upon as the chief attrébaf God, but it is degraded
to a weak sentimentalism, making little distinctibetween good and evil.
God's justice, His denunciations of sin, the reguints of His holy law, are
all kept out of sight. The people are taught tardghe Decalogue as a dead
letter. Pleasing, bewitching fables captivate treses and lead men to reject
the Bible as the foundation of their faith. Chigstas verily denied as before;
but Satan has so blinded the eyes of the peoptethieadeception is not
discerned.

There are few who have any just conception of theedtive power of
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spiritualism and the danger of coming under ittugrice. Many tamper with
it merely to gratify their curiosity. They have real faith in it and would be
filled with horror at the thought of yielding thealges to the spirits' control.
But they venture upon the forbidden ground, and nmghty destroyer

exercises his power upon them against their wik them once be induced
to submit their minds to his direction, and he iBothem captive. It is

impossible, in their own strength, to break awagnfrthe bewitching,

alluring spell. Nothing but the power of God, gexhtin answer to the
earnest prayer of faith, can deliver these ensrswats.

The Pitfalls in Spirit Deception

All who indulge sinful traits of character, or villly cherish a known
sin, are inviting the temptations of Satan. Thepasate themselves from
God and from the watchcare of His angels; as thke ame presents his
deceptions, they are without defense and fall ay @aey. Those who thus
place themselves in his power little realize wh#reir course will end.
Having achieved their overthrow, the tempter wii@oy them as his agents
to lure others to ruin.

Says the prophet Isaiah: "When they shall say yatg Seek unto them
that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards the¢p, and that mutter: should
not a people seek unto their God? for the livinght® dead? To the law and
to the testimony: if they speak not according ts thord, it is because there
is no light in them." Isaiah 8:19, 20. If men hagkh willing to receive the
truth so plainly stated in the Scriptures concegrilme nature of man and the
state of the dead, they would see in the claims @mmaahifestations of
spiritualism the working of Satan with power angns and lying wonders.
But rather than vyield the liberty so agreeable lte tarnal heart, and
renounce the sins which they love, multitudes ctbs& eyes to the light and
walk straight on, regardless of warnings, while aBatveaves his snares
about them, and they become his prey. "Becausergu®ved not the love
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of the truth, that they might be saved," theref@ed shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie." 2 Thiessans 2:10, 11.

Those who oppose the teachings of spiritualismaasailing, not men
alone, but Satan and his angels. They have entgred a contest against
principalities and powers and wicked spirits inhiglaces. Satan will not
yield one inch of ground except as he is drivenkbhg the power of
heavenly messengers. The people of God should Iba@meet him, as did
our Saviour, with the words: "It is written." Satean quote Scripture now as
in the days of Christ, and he will pervert its t@ags to sustain his
delusions. Those who would stand in this time afl prust understand for
themselves the testimony of the Scriptures....

The Blindness of the Age

Marvelous beyond expression is the blindness of gheple of this
generation. Thousands reject the word of God astthy of belief and with
eager confidence receive the deceptions of Satkeptis and scoffers
denounce the bigotry of those who contend for théh fof prophets and
apostles, and they divert themselves by holdingaupidicule the solemn
declarations of the Scriptures concerning Christtéue plan of salvation....

Satan has long been preparing for his final effortleceive the world.
The foundation of his work was laid by the assueagiwen to Eve in Eden:
"Ye shall not surely die." "In the day ye eat tludréhen your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good ahd @enesis 3:4, 5.
Little by little he has prepared the way for hisstespiece of deception in the
development of spiritualism. He has not yet reachedull accomplishment
of his designs; but it will be reached in the le=mtnant of time. Says the
prophet: "I saw three unclean spirits like frogs;they are the spirits of
devils, working miracles, which go forth unto thiags of the earth and of
the whole world, to gather them to the battle cdttigreat day of God
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Almighty." Revelation 16:13, 14. Except those whe kept by the power of
God, through faith in His word, the whole world Mok swept into the ranks
of this delusion. The people are fast being lulleca fatal security, to be
awakened only by the outpouring of the wrath of God

Saith the Lord God: "Judgment also will | lay toetHine, and
righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shadlepnaway the refuge of
lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding plagnd your covenant with
death shall be disannulled, and your agreement tath shall not stand;
when the overflowing scourge shall pass througbn the shall be trodden
down by it." Isaiah 28:17, 18.
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Chapter 5

Liberty of Conscience Threatened

America's precious freedom of religious belief gmdctice is in danger
of being destroyed by those who would force thesc@mnce of the minority
to conform to the wishes of the majority.

In the movements now in progress in the UnitedeSt&h secure for the
institutions and usages of the church the supdafteostate, Protestants are
following in the steps of papists. Nay, more, tlzgg opening the door for
the papacy to regain in Protestant America theesupcy which she has lost
in the Old World. And that which gives greater s$igance to this
movement is the fact that the principal object eamtlated is the
enforcement of Sunday observance--a custom whigjinated with Rome,
and which she claims as the sign of her authotitys the spirit of the
papacy--the spirit of conformity to worldly customthe veneration for
human traditions above the commandments of God-ishpermeating the
Protestant churches and leading them on to do dh®e svork of Sunday
exaltation which the papacy has done before them.

If the reader would understand the agencies targ@ayed in the soon-
coming contest, he has but to trace the recorchefmieans which Rome
employed for the same object in ages past. If haldveknow how papists
and Protestants united will deal with those whectjheir dogmas, let him
see the spirit which Rome manifested toward thé&tiband its defenders.

Royal edicts, general councils, and church ordieansustained by
secular power were the steps by which the pagdivdéattained its position
of honor in the Christian world. The first publiceasure enforcing Sunday
observance was the law enacted by Constantine..(822) This edict
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required townspeople to rest on "the venerableoddlge sun,” but permitted
countrymen to continue their agricultural pursui8ough virtually a
heathen statute, it was enforced by the emperer aff nominal acceptance
of Christianity.

The royal mandate not proving a sufficient subtitdor divine
authority, Eusebius, a bishop who sought the faf@rinces, and who was
the special friend and flatterer of Constantinejaated the claim that Christ
had transferred the Sabbath to Sunday. Not a sitegeémony of the
Scriptures was produced in proof of the new doetriRusebius himself
unwittingly acknowledges its falsity and points ttee real authors of the
change. "All things," he says, "whatever that itswaduty to do on the
Sabbath, these we have transferred to the Lordis" But the Sunday
argument, groundless as it was, served to embatteEnin trampling upon
the Sabbath of the Lord. All who desired to be hedoby the world
accepted the popular festival.

Sunday Laws and Their Effect

As the papacy became firmly established, the wéiBumday exaltation
was continued. For a time the people engaged icwdmral labor when not
attending church, and the seventh day was stidrogg as the Sabbath. But
steadily a change was effected. Those in holy effiere forbidden to pass
judgment in any civil controversy on the Sundayorsatfter, all persons, of
whatever rank, were commanded to refrain from comiabor on pain of a
fine for freemen and stripes in the case of sesvdrdter it was decreed that
rich men should be punished with the loss of hatheir estates; and finally,
that if still obstinate they should be made slavdse lower classes were to
suffer perpetual banishment.

Miracles also were called into requisition. Amornger wonders it was
reported that as a husbandman who was about to lploWeld on Sunday
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cleaned his plow with an iron, the iron stuck fashis hand, and for two
years he carried it about with him, "to his excegdjreat pain and shame."

Later the pope gave directions that the paristspakould admonish the
violators of Sunday and wish them to go to chunctt say their prayers, lest
they bring some great calamity on themselves amghbers....

The decrees of councils proving insufficient, tieeldar authorities were
besought to issue an edict that would strike teilwdhe hearts of the people
and force them to refrain from labor on the Sundaty.a synod held in
Rome, all previous decisions were reaffirmed witreager force and
solemnity. They were also incorporated into thelesiastical law and
enforced by the civil authorities throughout neaaly Christendom. (See
Heylyn, History of the Sabbath, pt. 2, ch. 5, set.

The Authority for Sundaykeeping

Still the absence of Scriptural authority for Suyldeeping occasioned
no little embarrassment. The people questionedigind of their teachers to
set aside the positive declaration of Jehovah, 'SEventh day is the Sabbath
of the Lord thy God," in order to honor the daytlod sun. To supply the lack
of Bible testimony, other expedients were necessargealous advocate of
Sunday, who about the close of the twelfth centusjted the churches of
England, was resisted by faithful witnesses for ttuth; and so fruitless
were his efforts that he departed from the coufutrya season and cast about
him for some means to enforce his teachings. Wiearturned, the lack was
supplied, and in his after labors he met with greaticcess. He brought with
him a roll purporting to be from God Himself, whiclhntained the needed
command for Sunday observance, with awful threats terrify the
disobedient. This precious document--as base atedeait as the institution
it supported--was said to have fallen from heavah ta have been found in
Jerusalem, upon the altar of St. Simeon, in GolyotBut, in fact, the
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pontifical palace at Rome was the source whenpeoteeded. Frauds and
forgeries to advance the power and prosperity efctiurch have in all ages
been esteemed lawful by the papal hierarchy....

But notwithstanding all the efforts to establishn8ay sacredness,
papists themselves publicly confessed the divitkaity of the Sabbath and
the human origin of the institution by which it hbden supplanted. In the
sixteenth century a papal council plainly declarédet all Christians
remember that the seventh day was consecrated oy &w hath been
received and observed, not only by the Jews, buatllythers who pretend to
worship God; though we Christians have changed t8abbath into the
Lord's Day." Those who were tampering with the mivilaw were not
ignorant of the character of their work. They wateliberately setting
themselves above God....

The Healing of the "Deadly Wound"

The prophecy of Revelation 13 declares that thegnawpresented by
the beast with lamblike horns shall cause "thehearnd them which dwell
therein" to worship the papacy--there symbolizedthsy beast "like unto a
leopard.” The beast with two horns is also to daytiem that dwell on the
earth, that they should make an image to the Besmsd, furthermore, it is to
command all, "both small and great, rich and pfree and bond," to receive
the mark of the beast. Revelation 13:11-16. Itheen shown that the United
States is the power represented by the beast amiblike horns, and that
this prophecy will be fulfilled when the United 8ta shall enforce Sunday
observance, which Rome claims as the special adedgmwment of her
supremacy. But in this homage to the papacy theedrbtates will not be
alone. The influence of Rome in the countries thrate acknowledged her
dominion is still far from being destroyed. And phecy foretells a
restoration of her power. "I saw one of his heaslstavere wounded to
death; and his deadly wound was healed: and alivibrédd wondered after
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the beast." Verse 3. The infliction of the deadlywvd points to the downfall
of the papacy in 1798. After this, says the proptias deadly wound was
healed: and all the world wondered after the be&stul states plainly that
the "man of sin" will continue until the second adt. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-
8. To the very close of time he will carry forwahs work of deception. And
the revelator declares, also referring to the pgpal that dwell upon the
earth shall worship him, whose names are not writtethe book of life."
Revelation 13:8. In both the Old and the New Watth&, papacy will receive
homage in the honor paid to the Sunday institutibat rests solely upon the
authority of the Roman Church.

Since the middle of the nineteenth century, stuleftprophecy in the
United States have presented this testimony tavttrdd. In the events now
taking place is seen a rapid advance toward thHidirhent of the prediction.
With Protestant teachers there is the same claindivwhe authority for
Sundaykeeping, and the same lack of Scripturaleemd, as with the papal
leaders who fabricated miracles to supply the ptd@command from God.
The assertion that God's judgments are visited upen for their violation
of the Sunday-Sabbath, will be repeated; already/beginning to be urged.
And a movement to enforce Sunday observance igéasing ground.
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Chapter 6

The Impending Conflict

As the battle between good and evil reaches itsadlj every person on
earth will have to make a choice for or against Gbtiat are the issues, and
how may we stand firm for what is right?

From the very beginning of the great controversy@aven it has been
Satan's purpose to overthrow the law of God. It teaaccomplish this that
he entered upon his rebellion against the Creatat,though he was cast out
of heaven he has continued the same warfare uppredlth. To deceive
men, and thus lead them to transgress God's latheisbject which he has
steadfastly pursued. Whether this be accomplislyedabting aside the law
altogether, or by rejecting one of its precepts,rssult will be ultimately the
same. He that offends "in one point," manifeststempt for the whole law;
his influence and example are on the side of tr@assgpn; he becomes
"guilty of all." James 2:10.

In seeking to cast contempt upon the divine stafi@atan has perverted
the doctrines of the Bible, and errors have thumiye incorporated into the
faith of thousands who profess to believe the 3wrgs. The last great
conflict between truth and error is but the finliggle of the long-standing
controversy concerning the law of God. Upon thigtleawe are now
entering--a battle between the laws of men andpiteeepts of Jehovah,
between the religion of the Bible and the religadriable and tradition.

A Lack of Divine Authority

The agencies which will unite against truth anchtegusness in this
contest are now actively at work. God's holy wamthich has been handed
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down to us at such a cost of suffering and bloedyut little valued. The
Bible is within the reach of all, but there are fexuo really accept it as the
guide of life. Infidelity prevails to an alarmingktent, not in the world
merely, but in the church. Many have come to demstrthes which are the
very pillars of the Christian faith. The great &of creation as presented by
the inspired writers, the fall of man, the atonethand the perpetuity of the
law of God, are practically rejected, either whallyin part, by a large share
of the professedly Christian world. Thousands whidgpthemselves upon
their wisdom and independence regard it as an pgalef weakness to place
implicit confidence in the Bible; they think it agof of superior talent and
learning to cavil at the Scriptures and to spitingaand explain away their
most important truths. Many ministers are teactlilmgr people, and many
professors and teachers are instructing their stadthat the law of God has
been changed or abrogated; and those who regardqgtsrements as still
valid, to be literally obeyed, are thought to beeatging only of ridicule or
contempt.

In rejecting the truth, men reject its Author. tarbpling upon the law of
God, they deny the authority of the Law-giver.dtais easy to make an idol
of false doctrines and theories as to fashion ah afl wood or stone. By
misrepresenting the attributes of God, Satan leaeisto conceive of Him in
a false character. With many, a philosophical ida@nthroned in the place of
Jehovah; while the living God, as He is revealediism word, in Christ, and
in the works of creation, is worshiped by but féMnousands deify nature
while they deny the God of nature. Though in aedéht form, idolatry
exists in the Christian world today as verily asxisted among ancient Israel
in the days of Elijah. The god of many professedljse men, of
philosophers, poets, politicians, journalists--toal of polished fashionable
circles, of many colleges and universities, even soime theological
institutions--is little better than Baal, the supdgof Phoenicia.

No error accepted by the Christian world strikegertaoldly against the
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authority of Heaven, none is more directly opposethe dictates of reason,
none is more pernicious in its results, than theleno doctrine, so rapidly
gaining ground, that God's law is no longer bindiupgn men. Every nation
has its laws, which command respect and obediemzgovernment could
exist without them; and can it be conceived that @meator of the heavens
and the earth has no law to govern the beings Kentade? Suppose that
prominent ministers were publicly to teach that #tatutes which govern
their land and protect the rights of its citizensrgvnot obligatory--that they
restricted the liberties of the people, and theeefought not to be obeyed;
how long would such men be tolerated in the pul@dtit is it a graver
offense to disregard the laws of states and natlwars to trample upon those
divine precepts which are the foundation of all ggoNment?

Shall We Make Void God's Law?

It would be far more consistent for nations to afotheir statutes, and
permit the people to do as they please, than ®mRubler of the universe to
annul His law, and leave the world without a stadda condemn the guilty
or justify the obedient. Would we know the resdlmaking void the law of
God? The experiment has been tried. Terrible wieeescenes enacted in
France when atheism became the controlling poweér.was then
demonstrated to the world that to throw off thetraasts which God has
iImposed is to accept the rule of the cruelest @rtis. When the standard of
righteousness is set aside, the way is open foptinee of evil to establish
his power in the earth.

Wherever the divine precepts are rejected, sinesetisappear sinful or
righteousness desirable. Those who refuse to suionilie government of
God are wholly unfitted to govern themselves. Tlglouheir pernicious
teachings the spirit of insubordination is implahte the hearts of children
and youth, who are naturally impatient of contianhd a lawless, licentious
state of society results. While scoffing at thedatéy of those who obey the
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requirements of God, the multitudes eagerly actieptdelusions of Satan.
They give the rein to lust and practice the sinsctvhhave called down
judgments upon the heathen.

Reaping the Results of Lawlessness

Those who teach the people to regard lightly thrmroandments of God
sow disobedience to reap disobedience. Let theamestimposed by the
divine law be wholly cast aside, and human lawsld/@oon be disregarded.
Because God forbids dishonest practices, covetyngg, and defrauding,
men are ready to trample upon His statutes as drdnoe to their worldly
prosperity; but the results of banishing these gexcwould be such as they
do not anticipate. If the law were not binding, whigould any fear to
transgress? Property would no longer be safe. Menldvobtain their
neighbor's possessions by violence, and the stsbrgmuld become richest.
Life itself would not be respected. The marriaga&vweould no longer stand
as a sacred bulwark to protect the family. He whd the power, would, if
he desired, take his neighbor's wife by violencke Tifth commandment
would be set aside with the fourth. Children womdd shrink from taking the
life of their parents if by so doing they could aint the desire of their
corrupt hearts. The civilized world would becomén@ade of robbers and
assassins; and peace, rest, and happiness wobh&hished from the earth.

Already the doctrine that men are released fromdanee to God's
requirements has weakened the force of moral diigaand opened the
floodgates of iniquity upon the world. Lawlessnesissipation, and
corruption are sweeping in upon us like an overwinad tide. In the family,
Satan is at work. His banner waves, even in prefHgs Christian
households. There is envy, evil surmising, hypgcrigstrangement,
emulation, strife, betrayal of sacred trusts, igdance of lust. The whole
system of religious principles and doctrines, whishould form the
foundation and framework of social life, seems ¢oabtottering mass, ready
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to fall to ruin. The vilest of criminals, when thwa into prison for their
offenses, are often made the recipients of gifts atentions as if they had
attained an enviable distinction. Great publicgygiven to their character
and crimes. The press publishes the revolting ldetdivice, thus initiating
others into the practice of fraud, robbery, anddeurand Satan exults in the
success of his hellish schemes. The infatuationiaa&, the wanton taking of
life, the terrible increase of intemperance andjurty of every order and
degree, should arouse all who fear God, to inguitat can be done to stay
the tide of evil.

Corruption in Courts of Justice

Courts of justice are corrupt. Rulers are actuatedesire for gain and
love of sensual pleasure. Intemperance has bedoilgefaculties of many
so that Satan has almost complete control of th&msts are perverted,
bribed, deluded. Drunkenness and revelry, passiovy, dishonesty of every
sort, are represented among those who adminisdatis. "Justice standeth
afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, anduéy cannot enter." Isaiah
59:14.

The iniquity and spiritual darkness that prevailedler the supremacy
of Rome were the inevitable result of her suppogssif the Scriptures; but
where is to be found the cause of the widespretdkeirty, the rejection of
the law of God, and the consequent corruption, utidefull blaze of gospel
light in an age of religious freedom? Now that 8atan no longer keep the
world under his control by withholding the Scripgar he resorts to other
means to accomplish the same object. To destrdyifathe Bible serves his
purpose as well as to destroy the Bible itself.i®yoducing the belief that
God's law is not binding, he as effectually leadsnrto transgress as if they
were wholly ignorant of its precepts. And now, asfermer ages, he has
worked through the church to further his desigree fleligious organizations
of the day have refused to listen to unpopulahsytlainly brought to view
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in the Scriptures, and in combating them they hadepted interpretations
and taken positions which have sown broadcast deelss of skepticism.
Clinging to the papal error of natural immortalggd man's consciousness in
death, they have rejected the only defense agaimst delusions of
spiritualism. The doctrine of eternal torment hag many to disbelieve the
Bible. And as the claims of the fourth commandmarrg urged upon the
people, it is found that the observance of the msbwvday Sabbath is
enjoined; and as the only way to free themselvas fa duty which they are
unwilling to perform, many popular teachers decldnra the law of God is
no longer binding. Thus they cast away the law thrdSabbath together. As
the work of Sabbath reform extends, this rejectbthe divine law to avoid
the claims of the fourth commandment will becomd-wigh universal. The
teachings of religious leaders have opened the dooinfidelity, to
spiritualism, and to contempt for God's holy lamdaupon these leaders
rests a fearful responsibility for the iniquity theists in the Christian world.

How to Improve Human Morals

Yet this very class put forth the claim that thetfspreading corruption
is largely attributable to the desecration of thecalled "Christian Sabbath,"
and that the enforcement of Sunday observance wgnglatly improve the
morals of society. This claim is especially urged America, where the
doctrine of the true Sabbath has been most widebaghed. Here the
temperance work, one of the most prominent and itapd of moral
reforms, is often combined with the Sunday movemamd the advocates of
the latter represent themselves as laboring to pi@itihe highest interest of
society; and those who refuse to unite with them @enounced as the
enemies of temperance and reform. But the factalmbvement to establish
error is connected with a work which is in itsetfogl, is not an argument in
favor of the error. We may disguise poison by mimglit with wholesome
food, but we do not change its nature. On the eowntnt is rendered more
dangerous, as it is more likely to be taken unasvalteis one of Satan's
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devices to combine with falsehood just enough ttotlgive it plausibility.

The leaders of the Sunday movement may advocatemsfwhich the
people need, principles which are in harmony whi Bible; yet while there
is with these a requirement which is contrary todGdaw, His servants
cannot unite with them. Nothing can justify them getting aside the
commandments of God for the precepts of men.

Through the two great errors, the immortality oé thboul and Sunday
sacredness, Satan will bring the people under bemtions. While the
former lays the foundation of spiritualism, thetdatcreates a bond of
sympathy with Rome. The Protestants of the UnitedeS will be foremost
in stretching their hands across the gulf to grdegp hand of spiritualism;
they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with Roman power; and
under the influence of this threefold union, thauetry will follow in the
steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of consoee

As spiritualism more closely imitates the nomindiriGtianity of the
day, it has greater power to deceive and ensnatan®imself is converted,
after the modern order of things. He will appeathia character of an angel
of light. Through the agency of spiritualism, mies will be wrought, the
sick will be healed, and many undeniable wondelsh&iperformed. And as
the spirits will profess faith in the Bible, and mif@st respect for the
institutions of the church, their work will be apted as a manifestation of
divine power....

The Road to Ruin

Through spiritualism, Satan appears as a benefattibe race, healing
the diseases of the people, and professing tomraseew and more exalted
system of religious faith; but at the same timenloeks as a destroyer. His
temptations are leading multitudes to ruin. Interapee dethrones reason;
sensual indulgence, strife, and bloodshed folloata® delights in war, for it
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excites the worst passions of the soul and theregsvento eternity its
victims steeped in vice and blood. It is his objecincite the nations to war
against one another, for he can thus divert thedsnof the people from the
work of preparation to stand in the day of God.

Satan works through the elements also to garner haiwvest of
unprepared souls. He has studied the secrets tdlibeatories of nature, and
he uses all his power to control the elements madaso0d allows. When he
was suffered to afflict Job, how quickly flocks ahdrds, servants, houses,
children, were swept away, one trouble succeednogh&r as in a moment.
It is God that shields His creatures and hedgeas thdrom the power of the
destroyer. But the Christian world have shown copte for the law of
Jehovah; and the Lord will do just what He has aled that He would--He
will withdraw His blessings from the earth and remddis protecting care
from those who are rebelling against His law aratiéng and forcing others
to do the same. Satan has control of all whom Guas ehot especially guard.
He will favor and prosper some in order to furthes own designs, and he
will bring trouble upon others and lead men to éadi that it is God who is
afflicting them.

While appearing to the children of men as a grdsfsigian who can
heal all their maladies, he will bring disease ahshster, until populous
cities are reduced to ruin and desolation. Even mmwvis at work. In
accidents and calamities by sea and by land, iat @@nflagrations, in fierce
tornadoes and terrific hailstorms, in tempestxpdky cyclones, tidal waves,
and earthquakes, in every place and in a thousamnasf Satan is exercising
his power. He sweeps away the ripening harvest,famine and distress
follow. He imparts to the air a deadly taint, amusands perish by the
pestilence. These visitations are to become mock mare frequent and
disastrous. Destruction will be upon both man arghsh "The earth
mourneth and fadeth away," "the haughty peopldo..languish. The earth
also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; beeahey have transgressed
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the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the ewadasovenant." Isaiah
24:4, 5.

The Cause of Evil Falsely Identified

And then the great deceiver will persuade mentti@de who serve God
are causing these evils. The class that have peavdke displeasure of
Heaven will charge all their troubles upon thoseoséhobedience to God's
commandments is a perpetual reproof to transgresiowill be declared
that men are offending God by the violation of Swenday Sabbath; that this
sin has brought calamities which will not ceaseilUatinday observance
shall be strictly enforced; and that those who gméshe claims of the fourth
commandment, thus destroying reverence for Sunalay troublers of the
people, preventing their restoration to divine fagad temporal prosperity.
Thus the accusation urged of old against the senfa@od will be repeated
and upon grounds equally well established: "Anthihe to pass, when Ahab
saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou hatttroubleth Israel? And
he answered, | have not troubled Israel; but tlamd, thy father's house, in
that ye have forsaken the commandments of the lamrd thou hast followed
Baalim." 1 Kings 18:17, 18. As the wrath of the pleoshall be excited by
false charges, they will pursue a course toward's$sathbassadors very
similar to that which apostate Israel pursued tovEijah.

The miracle-working power manifested through spaiism will exert
its influence against those who choose to obey GuHer than men.
Communications from the spirits will declare thabdshas sent them to
convince the rejecters of Sunday of their errdiirraing that the laws of the
land should be obeyed as the law of God. They laithent the great
wickedness in the world and second the testimomelidious teachers that
the degraded state of morals is caused by the @¢wecof Sunday. Great
will be the indignation excited against all who usé to accept their
testimony.
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Satan's policy in this final conflict with God'sqpde is the same that he
employed in the opening of the great controversiyaaven. He professed to
be seeking to promote the stability of the divimweyrnment, while secretly
bending every effort to secure its overthrow. Ahd very work which he
was thus endeavoring to accomplish he charged thpoioyal angels. The
same policy of deception has marked the histoth®fRoman Church. It has
professed to act as the vicegerent of Heaven, vgabking to exalt itself
above God and to change His law. Under the ruld&Roime, those who
suffered death for their fidelity to the gospel ea@enounced as evildoers;
they were declared to be in league with Satan;esedy possible means was
employed to cover them with reproach, to cause tteappear in the eyes
of the people and even to themselves as the wdfestiminals. So it will be
now. While Satan seeks to destroy those who howol'sGaw, he will cause
them to be accused as lawbreakers, as men whoisrendring God and
bringing judgments upon the world.

Man's Conscience Is Free

God never forces the will or the conscience; buai$a constant resort--
to gain control of those whom he cannot otherwesduse--is compulsion by
cruelty. Through fear or force he endeavors to thke conscience and to
secure homage to himself. To accomplish this, heksvdhrough both
religious and secular authorities, moving themhi® ¢énforcement of human
laws in defiance of the law of God.

Those who honor the Bible Sabbath will be denoureednemies of
law and order, as breaking down the moral ressaafit society, causing
anarchy and corruption, and calling down the judgimef God upon the
earth. Their conscientious scruples will be prommah obstinacy,
stubbornness, and contempt of authority. They van# accused of
disaffection toward the government. Ministers whenyl the obligation of
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the divine law will present from the pulpit the gudf yielding obedience to
the civil authorities as ordained of God. In legisle halls and courts of
justice, commandment keepers will be misrepreseatatl condemned. A
false coloring will be given to their words; the rsbconstruction will be put
upon their motives.

Church and State Unite

As the Protestant churches reject the clear, Scaptarguments in
defense of God's law, they will long to silencesthavhose faith they cannot
overthrow by the Bible. Though they blind their owyes to the fact, they
are now adopting a course which will lead to thespeution of those who
conscientiously refuse to do what the rest of tiheistian world are doing,
and acknowledge the claims of the papal Sabbath.

The dignitaries of church and state will unite tobb, persuade, or
compel all classes to honor the Sunday. The laakwfe authority will be
supplied by oppressive enactments. Political cdionps destroying love of
justice and regard for truth; and even in free Aoserrulers and legislators,
in order to secure public favor, will yield to tip@pular demand for a law
enforcing Sunday observance. Liberty of consciemtech has cost so great
a sacrifice, will no longer be respected. In thersooming conflict we shall
see exemplified the prophet's words: "The dragors weaoth with the
woman, and went to make war with the remnant ofseed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony osJEkust.” Revelation
12:17.
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Chapter 7

Our Only Safeguard

With so many voices in the world today, where cam twrn to find
truth? How can we know God's will and guard agaBstan's deceptions?
Does it really matter what we believe?

"To the law and to the testimony: if they speak aotording to this
word, it is because there is no light in them.'ldeaB:20. The people of God
are directed to the Scriptures as their safegugathat the influence of false
teachers and the delusive power of spirits of degsknSatan employs every
possible device to prevent men from obtaining alkadge of the Bible; for
its plain utterances reveal his deceptions. At\evevival of God's work the
prince of evil is aroused to more intense activitg;is now putting forth his
utmost efforts for a final struggle against Chastd His followers. The last
great delusion is soon to open before us. Antithssto perform his
marvelous works in our sight. So closely will theunterfeit resemble the
true that it will be impossible to distinguish be®n them except by the
Holy Scriptures. By their testimony every statemamd every miracle must
be tested.

Those who endeavor to obey all the commandmentSaaf will be
opposed and derided. They can stand only in Godrdar to endure the trial
before them, they must understand the will of Gedewealed in His word;
they can honor Him only as they have a right coticapof His character,
government, and purposes, and act in accordanbetingm. None but those
who have fortified the mind with the truths of tBéle will stand through
the last great conflict. To every soul will comee teearching test: Shall |
obey God rather than men? The decisive hour is ae@nat hand. Are our
feet planted on the rock of God's immutable word@ We prepared to stand
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firm in defense of the commandments of God andahlke of Jesus?
Hopes Destroyed when Christ Died

Before His crucifixion the Saviour explained to Hisciples that He
was to be put to death and to rise again from t¢imabt and angels were
present to impress His words on minds and heads.tii2 disciples were
looking for temporal deliverance from the Roman go&nd they could not
tolerate the thought that He in whom all their ropentered should suffer an
ignominious death. The words which they needed dmember were
banished from their minds; and when the time @l tcame, it found them
unprepared. The death of Jesus as fully destrdyeid hopes as if He had
not forewarned them. So in the prophecies the duisiopened before us as
plainly as it was opened to the disciples by thedswf Christ. The events
connected with the close of probation and the wafripreparation for the
time of trouble, are clearly presented. But muitds have no more
understanding of these important truths than iy thaed never been revealed.
Satan watches to catch away every impression tbatdvmake them wise
unto salvation, and the time of trouble will fifdem unready.

When God sends to men warnings so important tlegt dine represented
as proclaimed by holy angels flying in the midsth#faven, He requires
every person endowed with reasoning powers to llkedmessage. The
fearful judgments denounced against the worshith@fbeast and his image
(Revelation 14:9-11), should lead all to a diligenhidy of the prophecies to
learn what the mark of the beast is, and how threyt@ avoid receiving it.
But the masses of the people turn away their @ams hearing the truth and
are turned unto fables. The apostle Paul decldoe#jng down to the last
days: "The time will come when they will not endwseund doctrine." 2
Timothy 4:3. That time has fully come. The multiasddo not want Bible
truth, because it interferes with the desires efdimful, world-loving heart;
and Satan supplies the deceptions which they love.
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The Standard of Doctrine

But God will have a people upon the earth to mairtae Bible, and the
Bible only, as the standard of all doctrines arel basis of all reforms. The
opinions of learned men, the deductions of scietheecreeds or decisions of
ecclesiastical councils, as numerous and discordanare the churches
which they represent, the voice of the majorityt-one nor all of these
should be regarded as evidence for or against amyt pf religious faith.
Before accepting any doctrine or precept, we shdelthand a plain "Thus
saith the Lord" in its support.

Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attartbaman in the place of
God. He leads the people to look to bishops, tdopssto professors of
theology, as their guides, instead of searchingS3bptures to learn their
duty for themselves. Then, by controlling the mind¢hese leaders, he can
influence the multitudes according to his will....

The Search for Salvation

God has given us His word that we may become antgdhiwith its
teachings and know for ourselves what He requifassoWhen the lawyer
came to Jesus with the inquiry, "What shall | danteerit eternal life?" the
Saviour referred him to the Scriptures, saying: aiVis written in the law?
how readest thou?" Ignorance will not excuse yoomngld, nor release them
from the punishment due for the transgression af'Slaw; because there is
in their hands a faithful presentation of that lamd of its principles and
claims. It is not enough to have good intentiohs not enough to do what a
man thinks is right or what the minister tells hisight. His soul's salvation
is at stake, and he should search the Scripturesiftself. However strong
may be his convictions, however confident he maythe the minister
knows what is truth, this is not his foundation. ks a chart pointing out
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every waymark on the heavenward journey, and héitongt to guess at
anything.

It is the first and highest duty of every ratioh&ing to learn from the
Scriptures what is truth, and then to walk in tiglatt and encourage others to
follow his example. We should day by day study Bible diligently,
weighing every thought and comparing scripture githpture. With divine
help we are to form our opinions for ourselves as ave to answer for
ourselves before God.

The truths most plainly revealed in the Bible hdeen involved in
doubt and darkness by learned men, who, with sepset of great wisdom,
teach that the Scriptures have a mystical, a sespatitual meaning not
apparent in the language employed. These men B teachers. It was to
such a class that Jesus declared: "Ye know noGtmgptures, neither the
power of God." Mark 12:24. The language of the 8ibhould be explained
according to its obvious meaning, unless a symbdigure is employed.
Christ has given the promise: "If any man will de kvill, he shall know of
the doctrine." John 7:17. If men would but take Bilele as it reads, if there
were no false teachers to mislead and confuse thienls, a work would be
accomplished that would make angels glad and tbhatdibring into the fold
of Christ thousands upon thousands who are now &arglin error....

The Destiny of the World

We are living in the most solemn period of this ld@ history. The
destiny of earth's teeming multitudes is aboutdaalbcided. Our own future
well-being and also the salvation of other soulpemel upon the course
which we now pursue. We need to be guided by that $b truth. Every
follower of Christ should earnestly inquire: "Longhat wilt Thou have me
to do?" We need to humble ourselves before the ,Latith fasting and
prayer, and to meditate much upon His word, espgaipon the scenes of
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the judgment. We should now seek a deep and lexpgrience in the things
of God. We have not a moment to lose. Events af itportance are taking
place around us; we are on Satan's enchanted gr8ileep not, sentinels of
God; the foe is lurking near, ready at any momshguld you become lax
and drowsy, to spring upon you and make you hig.pre

Many are deceived as to their true condition bef@ed. They
congratulate themselves upon the wrong acts wiiep do not commit, and
forget to enumerate the good and noble deeds wharh requires of them,
but which they have neglected to perform. It is @mmbugh that they are trees
in the garden of God. They are to answer His egbect by bearing fruit.
He holds them accountable for their failure to aaepbsh all the good which
they could have done, through His grace strengtigetiiem. In the books of
heaven they are registered as cumberers of thaxgriet the case of even
this class is not utterly hopeless. With those \Wwhwe slighted God's mercy
and abused His grace, the heart of long-suffeong let pleads. "Wherefore
He saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise ftendead, and Christ shall
give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectl redeeming the time,
because the days are evil." Ephesians 5:14-16.

When the testing time shall come, those who havdentaod's word
their rule of life will be revealed. In summer thas no noticeable difference
between evergreens and other trees; but when #séslf winter come, the
evergreens remain unchanged, while other treestapped of their foliage.
So the falsehearted professor may not now be disshed from the real
Christian, but the time is just upon us when tHéeence will be apparent.
Let opposition arise, let bigotry and intolerancgaia bear sway, let
persecution be kindled, and the halfhearted anadncal will waver and
yield the faith; but the true Christian will stafidm as a rock, his faith
stronger, his hope brighter, than in days of pragpe
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Chapter 8

The Time of Trouble

How shall Christ's people stand in days of almogere@helming
opposition? Can we rely on God's promises no mattesit may come?
Where can we find a safeguard from the storm?

As the Sabbath has become the special point ofmaersy throughout
Christendom, and religious and secular authoriteage combined to enforce
the observance of the Sunday, the persistent ftefiisa small minority to
yield to the popular demand will make them objaftsiniversal execration.
It will be urged that the few who stand in oppa@sitito an institution of the
church and a law of the state ought not to be dtdel; that it is better for
them to suffer than for whole nations to be throimto confusion and
lawlessness. The same argument eighteen hundred gga was brought
against Christ by the "rulers of the people." Slteixpedient for us," said the
wily Caiaphas, "that one man should die for thepbeoand that the whole
nation perish not." John 11:50. This argument aflpear conclusive; and a
decree will finally be issued against those whddwalthe Sabbath of the
fourth commandment, denouncing them as deservingthef severest
punishment and giving the people liberty, afteedain time, to put them to
death. Romanism in the Old World and apostate Btanésm in the New
will pursue a similar course toward those who habthe divine precepts.

Affliction and Distress are Foretold
The people of God will then be plunged into thosengs of affliction
and distress described by the prophet as the tindaaob's trouble. "Thus

saith the Lord: We have heard a voice of trembliofyfear, and not of
peace... All faces are turned into paleness. Atasthat day is great, so that
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none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob'suble; but he shall be saved out
of it." Jeremiah 30:5-7....

The apostle John in vision heard a loud voice iavka exclaiming:
"Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the $&athe devil is come down
unto you, having great wrath, because he knowethhb hath but a short
time." Revelation 12:12. Fearful are the scenesclwhecall forth this
exclamation from the heavenly voice. The wrath afai increases as his
time grows short, and his work of deceit and desion will reach its
culmination in the time of trouble.

Fearful sights of a supernatural character willrsbe revealed in the
heavens, in token of the power of miracle-workiregmons. The spirits of
devils will go forth to the kings of the earth atadthe whole world, to fasten
them in deception, and urge them on to unite wata® in his last struggle
against the government of heaven. By these agemaiess and subjects will
be alike deceived. Persons will arise pretendingpgoChrist Himself, and
claiming the title and worship which belong to therld's Redeemer. They
will perform wonderful miracles of healing and wiprofess to have
revelations from heaven contradicting the testimofthe Scriptures.

The Crowning Deception

As the crowning act in the great drama of decept®atan himself will
personate Christ. The church has long professelddk to the Saviour's
advent as the consummation of her hopes. Now that gieceiver will make
it appear that Christ has come. In different paftshe earth, Satan will
manifest himself among men as a majestic beingaaizlthg brightness,
resembling the description of the Son of God giM@n John in the
Revelation. Revelation 1:13-15. The glory that sunds him is unsurpassed
by anything that mortal eyes have yet beheld. Hwaitsof triumph rings out
upon the air: "Christ has come! Christ has comete Tpeople prostrate
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themselves in adoration before him, while he litp his hands and
pronounces a blessing upon them, as Christ blddsedisciples when He
was upon the earth. His voice is soft and subdyet full of melody. In
gentle, compassionate tones he presents some sdnhe gracious, heavenly
truths which the Saviour uttered; he heals theadise of the people, and
then, in his assumed character of Christ, he cldimmb&ave changed the
Sabbath to Sunday, and commands all to hallow #e which he has
blessed. He declares that those who persist inikgdmly the seventh day
are blaspheming his name by refusing to listenisoamgels sent to them
with light and truth. This is the strong, almoseowastering delusion. Like
the Samaritans who were deceived by Simon Magesnthltitudes, from
the least to the greatest, give heed to these rsmscesaying: This is "the
great power of God." Acts 8:10.

But the people of God will not be misled. The teagh of this false
Christ are not in accordance with the Scripturds.Hessing is pronounced
upon the worshipers of the beast and his imageyéing class upon whom
the Bible declares that God's unmingled wrath dtalboured out.

And, furthermore, Satan is not permitted to courtethe manner of
Christ's advent. The Saviour has warned His peagénst deception upon
this point, and has clearly foretold the manneHisf second coming. "There
shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, sinadl show great signs and
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, thémallsdeceive the very
elect.... Wherefore if they shall say unto you, @dhHe is in the desert; go
not forth; behold, He is in the secret chambersiebe it not. For as the
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth avao the west; so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be." Matthew 24:2431/,25:31; Revelation
1:7; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17. This coming therenas possibility of
counterfeiting. It will be universally known--witesed by the whole world.
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The Safeguard of the Christian

Only those who have been diligent students of tbep&ires and who
have received the love of the truth will be shieldeom the powerful
delusion that takes the world captive. By the Bildstimony these will
detect the deceiver in his disguise. To all thértggime will come. By the
sifting of temptation the genuine Christian will bevealed. Are the people
of God now so firmly established upon His word tthety would not yield to
the evidence of their senses? Would they, in suchsgs, cling to the Bible
and the Bible only? Satan will, if possible, prevémem from obtaining a
preparation to stand in that day. He will so areadfairs as to hedge up
their way, entangle them with earthly treasureaseahem to carry a heavy,
wearisome burden, that their hearts may be ovegeldawith the cares of
this life and the day of trial may come upon thesvadhief.

As the decree issued by the various rulers of @mooom against
commandment keepers shall withdraw the protectibmayvernment and
abandon them to those who desire their destructienpeople of God will
flee from the cities and villages and associateettogy in companies,
dwelling in the most desolate and solitary pladdany will find refuge in
the strongholds of the mountains. Like the Chmsiaof the Piedmont
valleys, they will make the high places of the ledheir sanctuaries and will
thank God for "the munitions of rocks." Isaiah 33:But many of all nations
and of all classes, high and low, rich and poaacbkland white, will be cast
into the most unjust and cruel bondage. The belmfe®God pass weary
days, bound in chains, shut in by prison bars,ese@d to be slain, some
apparently left to die of starvation in dark andtlisome dungeons. No
human ear is open to hear their moans; no humaah isanready to lend them
help.

Will the Lord forget His people in this trying hauDid He forget
faithful Noah when judgments were visited upondhe&diluvian world? Did
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He forget Lot when the fire came down from heawendnsume the cities of
the plain? Did He forget Joseph surrounded by tdodain Egypt? Did He
forget Elijah when the oath of Jezebel threatened with the fate of the
prophets of Baal? Did He forget Jeremiah in thek dard dismal pit of his
prison house? Did He forget the three worthieshe fiery furnace? or
Daniel in the den of lions?

"Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lioath forgotten me.
Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she lshoat have compassion
on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yi#tlwot forget thee.
Behold, | have graven thee upon the palms of Mydleanisaiah 49:14-16.
The Lord of hosts has said: "He that toucheth yucheth the apple of His
eye." Zechariah 2:8.

The Comforter of His People

Though enemies may thrust them into prison, yegdaon walls cannot
cut off the communication between their souls arist. One who sees
their every weakness, who is acquainted with ety is above all earthly
powers; and angels will come to them in lonely ssebringing light and
peace from heaven. The prison will be as a palkacdhe rich in faith dwell
there, and the gloomy walls will be lighted up witkavenly light as when
Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises at midnighhe Philippian
dungeon.

God's judgments will be visited upon those who seking to oppress
and destroy His people. His long forbearance whiid Wwicked emboldens
men in transgression, but their punishment is ri@less certain and terrible
because it is long delayed. "The Lord shall riseaapn Mount Perazim, He
shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that iHay do His work, His
strange work; and bring to pass His act, His seaa¢t." Isaiah 28:21. To
our merciful God the act of punishment is a straage "As | live, saith the
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Lord God, | have no pleasure in the death of theked." Ezekiel 33:11. The
Lord is "merciful and gracious, long-suffering, aadundant in goodness
and truth, ... forgiving iniquity and transgressamd sin." Yet He will "by no
means clear the guilty." "The Lord is slow to angerd great in power, and
will not at all acquit the wicked." Exodus 34.6, Mahum 1:3. By terrible
things in righteousness He will vindicate the autiyoof His downtrodden
law. The severity of the retribution awaiting tliansgressor may be judged
by the Lord's reluctance to execute justice. Th@nawvith which He bears
long, and which He will not smite until it has &d up the measure of its
iniquity in God's account, will finally drink theup of wrath unmixed with
mercy....

The people of God will not be free from sufferimgyit while persecuted
and distressed, while they endure privation antesdiér want of food they
will not be left to perish. That God who cared Edijah will not pass by one
of His self-sacrificing children. He who numbereg thairs of their head will
care for them, and in time of famine they shalkb@sfied. While the wicked
are dying from hunger and pestilence, angels \iikld the righteous and
supply their wants. To him that "walketh rightegtisk the promise: "Bread
shall be given him; his waters shall be sure." "Whwee poor and needy seek
water, and there is none, and their tongue faileththirst, |1 the Lord will
hear them, | the God of Israel will not forsakerthélsaiah 33:15, 16; 41:17.

"Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neith&al$ fruit be in the
vines; the labor of the olive shall fail, and thelds shall yield no meat; the
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there ke no herd in the stalls;"
yet shall they that fear Him "rejoice in the Lomlid joy in the God of their
salvation. Habakkuk 3:17, 18.

“The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade upgonright hand. The
sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon IghtniThe Lord shall
preserve thee from all evil: He shall preservestwyl." "He shall deliver thee
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from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisquastilence. He shall cover
thee with His feathers, and under His wings shmiuttrust: His truth shall
be thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be affardhe terror by night; nor
for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pésice that walketh in
darkness; nor for the destruction that wastethoaihday. A thousand shall
fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy rightdyaut it shall not come nigh
thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold anel & reward of the
wicked. Because thou hast made the Lord, which ysrefuge, even the
Most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil dethee, neither shall any
plague come nigh thy dwelling." Psalm 121:5-7; 9103
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Chapter 9

God's People Delivered

Grand, climatic scenes take place when the battdden good and evil
comes to its amazing conclusion. Here is how yau roaet Jesus in peace
and experience all the joy He has in store for you.

When the protection of human laws shall be withdrdmm those who
honor the law of God, there will be, in differerants, a simultaneous
movement for their destruction. As the time appminin the decree draws
near, the people will conspire to root out the daect. It will be determined
to strike in one night a decisive blow, which shaterly silence the voice of
dissent and reproof.

The people of God--some in prison cells, some mddesolitary retreats
in the forests and the mountains--still plead fosirge protection, while in
every quarter companies of armed men, urged orobislof evil angels, are
preparing for the work of death. It is now, in theur of utmost extremity,
that the God of Israel will interpose for the deli&nce of His chosen. Saith
the Lord; "Ye shall have a song, as in the nighemvia holy solemnity is
kept; and gladness of heart, as when one godthcame into the mountain
of the Lord, to the Mighty One of Israel. And thertl shall cause His
glorious voice to be heard, and shall show thetinghdown of His arm, with
the indignation of His anger, and with the flameaotlevouring fire, with
scattering, and tempest, and hailstones." Isaia20330.

The Rainbow of Glory

With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecatiomongs of evil men
are about to rush upon their prey, when, lo, a eldiiackness, deeper than
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the darkness of the night, falls upon the eartrenra rainbow, shining with
the glory from the throne of God, spans the heawsseems to encircle
each praying company. The angry multitudes are esulgtdarrested. Their
mocking cries die away. The objects of their muoderrage are forgotten.
With fearful forebodings they gaze upon the symtfood's covenant and
long to be shielded from its overpowering brighthes

By the people of God a voice, clear and melodiagsiieard, saying,
"Look up," and lifting their eyes to the heavenseyt behold the bow of
promise. The black, angry clouds that covered itineainent are parted, and
like Stephen they look up steadfastly into heavea see the glory of God
and the Son of man seated upon His throne. In Kisadform they discern
the marks of His humiliation; and from His lips yhéear the request
presented before His Father and the holy angeisill'that they also, whom
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where | am." Johr247 Again a voice,
musical and triumphant, is heard, saying: "They e€bthey come! holy,
harmless, and undefiled. They have kept the wordypatience; they shall
walk among the angels;" and the pale, quivering tipthose who have held
fast their faith utter a shout of victory.

It is at midnight that God manifests His power tloe deliverance of His
people. The sun appears, shining in its strenggmsSand wonders follow in
guick succession. The wicked look with terror amdaaement upon the
scene, while the righteous behold with solemn jbg tokens of their
deliverance. Everything in nature seems turnedbiis course. The streams
cease to flow. Dark, heavy clouds come up and dasiinst each other. In
the midst of the angry heavens is one clear sp&aedescribable glory,
whence comes the voice of God like the sound ofyaaters, saying: "It is
done." Revelation 16:17.

That voice shakes the heavens and the earth. Tise mighty
earthquake, "such as was not since men were umordiih, so mighty an
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earthquake, and so great." Verses 17, 18. The ifiien& appears to open and
shut. The glory from the throne of God seems flaghthrough. The
mountains shake like a reed in the wind, and raggekis are scattered on
every side. There is a roar as of a coming temddst. sea is lashed into
fury. There is heard the shriek of a hurricane the voice of demons upon a
mission of destruction. The whole earth heavessavells like the waves of
the sea. Its surface is breaking up. Its very fatiods seem to be giving
way. Mountain chains are sinking. Inhabited isladdsppear. The seaports
that have become like Sodom for wickedness arelewedl up by the angry
waters. Babylon the great has come in remembrastme God, "to give
unto her the cup of the wine of the fiercenessisfwtath." Great hailstones,
every one "about the weight of a talent," are dahgr work of destruction.
Verses 19, 21. The proudest cities of the earthlaice low. The lordly
palaces, upon which the world's great men haveshad their wealth in
order to glorify themselves, are crumbling to rbiefore their eyes. Prison
walls are rent asunder, and God's people, who baee held in bondage for
their faith, are set free.

The Resurrection Hour

Graves are opened, and "many of them that sle#peidust of the earth
. awake, some to everlasting life, and some tam&h and everlasting
contempt.” Daniel 12:2. All who have died in thétHaof the third angel's
message come forth from the tomb glorified, to ead's covenant of peace
with those who have kept His law. "They also whiplerced Him"
(Revelation 1:7), those that mocked and derideds€hidying agonies, and
the most violent opposers of His truth and His peogare raised to behold
Him in His glory and to see the honor placed ugmnloyal and obedient.

The Doom of the Wicked

Thick clouds still cover the sky; yet the sun nowdathen breaks
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through, appearing like the avenging eye of Jehokiadrce lightnings leap
from the heavens, enveloping the earth in a sHe&me. Above the terrific
roar of thunder, voices, mysterious and awful, alecithe doom of the
wicked. The words spoken are not comprehended hybat they are
distinctly understood by the false teachers. Thwise a little before were so
reckless, so boastful and defiant, so exultant heirtcruelty to God's
commandment-keeping people, are now overwhelmell wainsternation
and shuddering in fear. Their wails are heard abthee sound of the
elements. Demons acknowledge the deity of Chridt teemble before His
power, while men are supplicating for mercy andvghmg in abject terror....

Through a rift in the clouds there beams a star sehbrilliancy is
increased fourfold in contrast with the darknesspkaks hope and joy to the
faithful, but severity and wrath to the transgressaf God's law. Those who
have sacrificed all for Christ are now secure, ardas in the secret of the
Lord's pavilion. They have been tested, and betbee world and the
despisers of truth they have evinced their fiddlityHim who died for them.
A marvelous change has come over those who hadefasl their integrity
in the very face of death. They have been suddagliyered from the dark
and terrible tyranny of men transformed to demdrigeir faces, so lately
pale, anxious, and haggard, are now aglow with wgnthith, and love.
Their voices rise in triumphant song: "God is cefuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fetdrough the earth be
removed, and though the mountains be carried inéonbidst of the sea;
though the waters thereof roar and be troubledjyghdhe mountains shake
with the swelling thereof." Psalm 46:1-3.

A Hand Holding the Ten Commandments

While these words of holy trust ascend to God,dloeids sweep back,
and the starry heavens are seen, unspeakably ugoimocontrast with the
black and angry firmament on either side. The glofythe celestial city

65



streams from the gates ajar. Then there appeaissaghe sky a hand
holding two tables of stone folded together. S&gsdrophet: "The heavens
shall declare His righteousness: for God is judgagélf." Psalm 50:6. That
holy law, God's righteousness, that amid thunderfeame was proclaimed
from Sinai as the guide of life, is now revealedni@n as the rule of
judgment. The hand opens the tables, and therseam the precepts of the
Decalogue, traced as with a pen of fire. The wangsso plain that all can
read them. Memory is aroused, the darkness of stjp@n and heresy is
swept from every mind, and God's ten words, broeinprehensive, and
authoritative, are presented to the view of allitff@bitants of the earth.

It is impossible to describe the horror and despéithose who have
trampled upon God's holy requirements. The Lordegénem His law; they
might have compared their characters with it amdned their defects while
there was yet opportunity for repentance and refdmat in order to secure
the favor of the world, they set aside its preceguisl taught others to
transgress. They have endeavored to compel Godjslgo¢o profane His
Sabbath. Now they are condemned by that law whely have despised.
With awful distinctness they see that they are atithexcuse. They chose
whom they would serve and worship. "Then shall ggumn, and discern
between the righteous and the wicked, between hah gerveth God and
him that serveth Him not." Malachi 3:18.

The enemies of God's law, from the ministers dowihe least among
them, have a new conception of truth and duty. [&de they see that the
Sabbath of the fourth commandment is the seal efitting God. Too late
they see the true nature of their spurious Sabaaththe sandy foundation
upon which they have been building. They find tthaty have been fighting
against God. Religious teachers have led soultditpon while professing
to guide them to the gates of Paradise. Not umgilday of final accounts will
it be known how great is the responsibility of manmoly office and how
terrible are the results of their unfaithfulnesslyOn eternity can we rightly
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estimate the loss of a single soul. Fearful willthe doom of him to whom
God shall say: Depart, thou wicked servant.

Jesus Is Coming Again

The voice of God is heard from heaven, declarirgdhy and hour of
Jesus' coming, and delivering the everlasting caneto His people. Like
peals of loudest thunder His words roll through ¢laeth. The Israel of God
stand listening, with their eyes fixed upward. Themuntenances are lighted
up with His glory, and shine as did the face of B®svhen he came down
from Sinai. The wicked cannot look upon them. Anldew the blessing is
pronounced on those who have honored God by kedfhismgGabbath holy,
there is a mighty shout of victory.

Soon there appears in the east a small black cahalt half the size of
a man's hand. It is the cloud which surrounds @nedbir and which seems in
the distance to be shrouded in darkness. The pedfkod know this to be
the sign of the Son of man. In solemn silence th&se upon it as it draws
nearer the earth, becoming lighter and more glsrioatil it is a great white
cloud, its base a glory like consuming fire, an@\abit the rainbow of the
covenant. Jesus rides forth as a mighty conquétot. now a "Man of
Sorrows," to drink the bitter cup of shame and wde, comes, victor in
heaven and earth, to judge the living and the d#aalthful and True,” "in
righteousness He doth judge and make war." Anddth@es which were in
heaven" (Revelation 19:11, 14) follow Him. With lemns of celestial
melody the holy angels, a vast, unnumbered thratignd Him on His way.
The firmament seems filled with radiant forms--"tdrousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thousands." No humanagreportray the scene;
no mortal mind is adequate to conceive its splentidis glory covered the
heavens, and the earth was full of His praise. Arsdbrightness was as the
light." Habakkuk 3:3, 4. As the living cloud comssll nearer, every eye
beholds the Prince of life. No crown of thorns noars that sacred head,;
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but a diadem of glory rests on His holy brow. Hmsigtenance outshines the
dazzling brightness of the noonday sun. "And Hé loett His vesture and on
His thigh a name written, King of kings, and Lorfl lords." Revelation
19:16....

"O Death, Where is Thy Sting?"

Amid the reeling of the earth, the flash of ligimmj and the roar of
thunder, the voice of the Son of God calls forth shkeeping saints. He looks
upon the graves of the righteous, then, raisinghdreds to heaven, He cries:
"Awake, awake, awake, ye that sleep in the dust,aise!" Throughout the
length and breadth of the earth the dead shall thedrvoice, and they that
hear shall live. And the whole earth shall ringhatihe tread of the exceeding
great army of every nation, kindred, tongue, andppe From the prison
house of death they come, clothed with immortahglerying: "O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victor§Torinthians 15:55. And
the living righteous and the risen saints unitartheices in a long, glad
shout of victory.

All come forth from their graves the same in stat@s when they
entered the tomb. Adam, who stands among the tisemg, is of lofty
height and majestic form, in stature but little dvelthe Son of God. He
presents a marked contrast to the people of lataemtions; in this one
respect is shown the great degeneracy of the Bueall arise with the
freshness and vigor of eternal youth. In the bdgmnman was created in
the likeness of God, not only in character, butform and feature. Sin
defaced and almost obliterated the divine imagé;Giuist came to restore
that which had been lost. He will change our vigglies and fashion them
like unto His glorious body. The mortal, corrupébform, devoid of
comeliness, once polluted with sin, becomes perbeautiful, and immortal.
All blemishes and deformities are left in the graRestored to the tree of
life in the long-lost Eden, the redeemed will "grayw" (Malachi 4:2) to the
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full stature of the race in its primeval glory. Tlest lingering traces of the
curse of sin will be removed, and Christ's faithdmes will appear in "the
beauty of the Lord our God," in mind and soul arai\b reflecting the
perfect image of their Lord. Oh, wonderful redemaptilong talked of, long
hoped for, contemplated with eager anticipatiort,f@ver fully understood.

The Glad Reunion of Families

The living righteous are changed "in a moment,hi@ twinkling of an
eye." At the voice of God they were glorified; nohey are made immortal
and with the risen saints are caught up to meet tloed in the air. Angels
"gather together His elect from the four windsnfrone end of heaven to the
other." Little children are borne by holy angels tteeir mothers' arms.
Friends long separated by death are united, nevernm part, and with
songs of gladness ascend together to the City df Go

On each side of the cloudy chariot are wings, agkehth it are living
wheels; and as the chariot rolls upward, the whegls "Holy," and the
wings, as they move, cry, "Holy," and the retind@gels cry, "Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God Almighty." And the redeemed shoudlléluia!" as the
chariot moves onward toward the New Jerusalem.

Before entering the City of God, the Saviour bestoywon His followers
the emblems of victory and invests them with thegnia of their royal state.
The glittering ranks are drawn up in the form df@dlow square about their
King, whose form rises in majesty high above sant angel, whose
countenance beams upon them full of benignant Iavaoughout the
unnumbered host of the redeemed every glancead fipon Him, every eye
beholds His glory whose "visage was so marred rnii@ae any man, and His
form more than the sons of men." Upon the headkebvercomers, Jesus
with His own right hand places the crown of gldfgr each there is a crown,
bearing his own "new name" (Revelation 2:17), ah@ tnscription,
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"Holiness to the Lord." In every hand are placed victor's palm and the
shining harp. Then, as the commanding angels sthigenote, every hand
sweeps the harp strings with skillful touch, awaksweet music in rich,
melodious strains. Rapture unutterable thrills yJerart, and each voice is
raised in grateful praise: "Unto Him that loved asd washed us from our
sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings arebs unto God and His
Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever amdré' Revelation 1:5, 6.

Before the ransomed throng is the Holy City. Jespens wide the
pearly gates, and the nations that have kept tith #nter in. There they
behold the Paradise of God, the home of Adam inrmecency. Then that
voice, richer than any music that ever fell on mb#dar, is heard, saying:
"Your conflict is ended." "Come, ye blessed of Mwtlier, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of wwld."
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Chapter 10

The Controversy Ended

The chaos caused by sin will not last forever. Stageve will live as
God intended--in peace, love, and happiness. Daath Sorrow will be
banished forever. And best of all, you can be a pathat amazing new
world!

At the close of the thousand years, Christ agaurme to the earth. He
Is accompanied by the host of the redeemed anddaitieby a retinue of
angels. As He descends in terrific majesty He bdswicked dead arise to
receive their doom. They come forth, a mighty hostnberless as the sands
of the sea. What a contrast to those who weredats¢he first resurrection!
The righteous were clothed with immortal youth dwehuty. The wicked
bear the traces of disease and death.

Every eye in that vast multitude is turned to bdhbke glory of the Son
of God. With one voice the wicked hosts exclaimle$3ed is He that
cometh in the name of the Lord!" It is not love Xesus that inspires this
utterance. The force of truth urges the words framwilling lips. As the
wicked went into their graves, so they come forithwhe same enmity to
Christ and the same spirit of rebellion. They ar&ddave no new probation in
which to remedy the defects of their past livesthway would be gained by
this. A lifetime of transgression has not softeribdir hearts. A second
probation, were it given them, would be occupiedvas the first in evading
the requirements of God and exciting rebellion agfaHim.

Christ descends upon the Mount of Olives, whencher aHis

resurrection, He ascended, and where angels reb#atepromise of His
return. Says the prophet: "The Lord my God shathepand all the saints
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with Thee." "And His feet shall stand in that dgyon the Mount of Olives,
which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the Malu®lives shall cleave
in the midst thereof, ... and there shall be a geeat valley." "And the Lord
shall be king over all the earth: in that day sliadire be one Lord, and His
name one." Zechariah 14:5, 4, 9. As the New Jezosaln its dazzling
splendor, comes down out of heaven, it rests upenptace purified and
made ready to receive it, and Christ, with His pe@nd the angels, enters
the Holy City.

Preparation for the Final Struggle

Now Satan prepares for a last mighty struggle Herdupremacy. While
deprived of his power and cut off from his workd&ception, the prince of
evil was miserable and dejected; but as the widkeald are raised and he
sees the vast multitudes upon his side, his hopase; and he determines
not to yield the great controversy. He will marshklthe armies of the lost
under his banner and through them endeavor to &xdus plans. The
wicked are Satan's captives. In rejecting Chrisy thave accepted the rule of
the rebel leader. They are ready to receive higestgpns and to do his
bidding. Yet, true to his early cunning, he does axknowledge himself to
be Satan. He claims to be the prince who is thatftiyowner of the world
and whose inheritance has been unlawfully wregtaa him. He represents
himself to his deluded subjects as a redeemerriagsiinem that his power
has brought them forth from their graves and tleatshabout to rescue them
from the most cruel tyranny. The presence of Chrasting been removed,
Satan works wonders to support his claims. He mékesveak strong and
inspires all with his own spirit and energy. He gwwees to lead them against
the camp of the saints and to take possessionefCity of God. With
fiendish exultation he points to the unnumberediomé who have been
raised from the dead and declares that as theiletebhe is well able to
overthrow the city and regain his throne and higyom.
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In that vast throng are multitudes of the longiveace that existed
before the Flood; men of lofty stature and giatgliact, who, yielding to the
control of fallen angels, devoted all their skilhca knowledge to the
exaltation of themselves; men whose wonderful worfkart led the world to
idolize their genius, but whose cruelty and ewldantions, defiling the earth
and defacing the image of God, caused Him to blettfrom the face of His
creation. There are kings and generals who conduasitons, valiant men
who never lost a battle, proud, ambitious warriatsose approach made
kingdoms tremble. In death these experienced nagehaAs they come up
from the grave, they resume the current of theougihts just where it
ceased. They are actuated by the same desire tue&othat ruled them
when they fell.

The Forces of the Wicked

Satan consults with his angels, and then with tkesgs and conquerors
and mighty men. They look upon the strength andb®arson their side, and
declare that the army within the city is small ormparison with theirs, and
that it can be overcome. They lay their plans ke taossession of the riches
and glory of the New Jerusalem. All immediately ineip prepare for battle.
Skillful artisans construct implements of war. Nély leaders, famed for
their success, marshal the throngs of warlike m@&o icompanies and
divisions.

At last the order to advance is given, and the ttess host moves on--
an army such as was never summoned by earthly eom) such as the
combined forces of all ages since war began orheatid never equal.
Satan, the mightiest of warriors, leads the vam his angels unite their
forces for this final struggle. Kings and warriase in his train, and the
multitudes follow in vast companies, each undempointed leader. With
military precision the serried ranks advance over éarth's broken and
uneven surface to the City of God. By command slidethe gates of the
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New Jerusalem are closed, and the armies of Sataousd the city and
make ready for the onset.

The Glory of the City of God

Now Christ again appears to the view of His enemies above the
city, upon a foundation of burnished gold, is aotl&, high and lifted up.
Upon this throne sits the Son of God, and around &tie the subjects of His
kingdom. The power and majesty of Christ no langueaan describe, no pen
portray. The glory of the Eternal Father is ensdmg His Son. The
brightness of His presence fills the City of Godddlows out beyond the
gates, flooding the whole earth with its radiance.

Nearest the throne are those who were once zealotlse cause of
Satan, but who, plucked as brands from the burrwaye followed their
Saviour with deep, intense devotion. Next are thwise perfected Christian
characters in the midst of falsehood and infidelihose who honored the
law of God when the Christian world declared itdyand the millions, of all
ages, who were martyred for their faith. And beywmthe "great multitude,
which no man could number, of all nations, and kg, and people, and
tongues, ... before the throne, and before the L a&tothed with white robes,
and palms in their hands." Revelation 7:9. Theirfara is ended, their
victory won. They have run the race and reachegtize. The palm branch
in their hands is a symbol of their triumph, theiteelrobe an emblem of the
spotless righteousness of Christ which now is gheir

The redeemed raise a song of praise that echoesahoes through
the vaults of heaven: "Salvation to our God whitgteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb." Verse 10. And angel and setapte their voices in
adoration. As the redeemed have beheld the powkmnaiignity of Satan,
they have seen, as never before, that no poweihbatibf Christ could have
made them conquerors. In all that shining throreydhare none to ascribe
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salvation to themselves, as if they had prevailgdheir own power and
goodness. Nothing is said of what they have dormiffered; but the burden
of every song, the keynote of every anthem, isv&@an to our God and
unto the Lamb.

In the presence of the assembled inhabitants dh eard heaven the
final coronation of the Son of God takes place. Amv, invested with
supreme majesty and power, the King of kings prages sentence upon the
rebels against His government and executes jusfpoe those who have
transgressed His law and oppressed His people.tBaywophet of God: "
saw a great white throne, and Him that sat orratnfwhose face the earth
and the heaven fled away; and there was found axedbr them. And | saw
the dead, small and great, stand before God; antddbks were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of l#ed the dead were
judged out of those things which were written ie thooks, according to
their works." Revelation 20:11, 12....

Arraigned at the Bar of God

The whole wicked world stand arraigned at the & ad on the charge
of high treason against the government of heavary have none to plead
their cause; they are without excuse; and the seatef eternal death is
pronounced against them.

It is now evident to all that the wages of sin && noble independence
and eternal life, but slavery, ruin, and death. Wneked see what they have
forfeited by their life of rebellion. The far moexceeding and eternal weight
of glory was despised when offered them; but hosirdble it now appears.
"All this," cries the lost soul, "I might have haddut | chose to put these
things far from me. Oh, strange infatuation! | hasechanged peace,
happiness, and honor for wretchedness, infamy, daspair.” All see that
their exclusion from heaven is just. By their livb®y have declared: "We
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will not have this Man [Jesus] to reign over us."
The Rapture of the Saved

As if entranced, the wicked have looked upon themation of the Son
of God. They see in His hands the tables of thandilaw, the statutes which
they have despised and transgressed. They withessutburst of wonder,
rapture, and adoration from the saved; and as #newf melody sweeps
over the multitudes without the city, all with omeice exclaim, "Great and
marvelous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty; jusdamnue are Thy ways,
Thou King of saints" (Revelation 15:3); and, fafliprostrate, they worship
the Prince of life.

Satan seems paralyzed as he beholds the glory ajdtsnof Christ. He
who was once a covering cherub remembers whenbas&llen. A shining
seraph, "son of the morning;" how changed, how aligpni! From the council
where once he was honored, he is forever excludedsees another now
standing near to the Father, veiling His glory. hé&s seen the crown placed
upon the head of Christ by an angel of lofty s&atand majestic presence,
and he knows that the exalted position of this Angght have been his.

Memory recalls the home of his innocence and puthg peace and
content that were his until he indulged in murmgragainst God, and envy
of Christ. His accusations, his rebellion, his getioas to gain the sympathy
and support of the angels, his stubborn persistenceaking no effort for
self-recovery when God would have granted him fargess--all come
vividly before him. He reviews his work among memdaits results--the
enmity of man toward his fellow man, the terribkstiuction of life, the rise
and fall of kingdoms, the overturning of thronese tlong succession of
tumults, conflicts, and revolutions. He recalls bestant efforts to oppose
the work of Christ and to sink man lower and lowee. sees that his hellish
plots have been powerless to destroy those who patveheir trust in Jesus.
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As Satan looks upon his kingdom, the fruit of o8, the sees only failure
and ruin. He has led the multitudes to believe thatCity of God would be
an easy prey; but he knows that this is false. Agad again, in the progress
of the great controversy, he has been defeateccamgelled to yield. He
knows too well the power and majesty of the Eternal

The aim of the great rebel has ever been to jubtifyself and to prove
the divine government responsible for the rebellibo this end he has bent
all the power of his giant intellect. He has workddliberately and
systematically, and with marvelous success, leadasfy multitudes to accept
his version of the great controversy which has s®efong in progress. For
thousands of years this chief of conspiracy hasnedl off falsehood for
truth. But the time has now come when the rebelisoio be finally defeated
and the history and character of Satan disclosedhid last great effort to
dethrone Christ, destroy His people, and take @ssse of the City of God,
the archdeceiver has been fully unmasked. Thosehakie united with him
see the total failure of his cause. Christ's fo#osvand the loyal angels
behold the full extent of his machinations agathstgovernment of God. He
is the object of universal abhorrence.

The Deceiver is Unmasked

Satan sees that his voluntary rebellion has udfitten for heaven. He
has trained his powers to war against God; theygueace, and harmony of
heaven would be to him supreme torture. His aceausatigainst the mercy
and justice of God are now silenced. The reproaitiwhe has endeavored
to cast upon Jehovah rests wholly upon himself. Aog Satan bows down
and confesses the justice of his sentence.

"Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thgmme? for Thou only
art holy: for all nations shall come and worshipfdoe Thee; for Thy
judgments are made manifest.” Verse 4. Every questi truth and error in
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the long-standing controversy has now been madm.plhe results of
rebellion, the fruits of setting aside the divitatgtes, have been laid open to
the view of all created intelligences. The workiogt of Satan's rule in
contrast with the government of God has been ptedeto the whole
universe. Satan's own works have condemned him.'sGetgdom, His
justice, and His goodness stand fully vindicatadisl seen that all His
dealings in the great controversy have been corduwith respect to the
eternal good of His people and the good of alMibéds that He has created.
"All Thy works shall praise Thee, O Lord; and Thairgs shall bless Thee."
Psalm 145:10. The history of sin will stand to etiernity as a witness that
with the existence of God's law is bound up thepivess of all the beings
He has created. With all the facts of the greatroaersy in view, the whole
universe, both loyal and rebellious, with one adcdeclare: "Just and true
are Thy ways, Thou King of saints."....

Satan's Power Forever Ended

Notwithstanding that Satan has been constrainexthoowledge God's
justice and to bow to the supremacy of Christ, tieracter remains
unchanged. The spirit of rebellion, like a mightyrént, again bursts forth.
Filled with frenzy, he determines not to yield tireat controversy. The time
has come for a last desperate struggle agains(itigeof heaven. He rushes
into the midst of his subjects and endeavors tpiiasthem with his own
fury and arouse them to instant battle. But ofladl countless millions whom
he has allured into rebellion, there are none nowatknowledge his
supremacy. His power is at an end. The wicked el fwith the same
hatred of God that inspires Satan; but they seaehlea case is hopeless, that
they cannot prevail against Jehovah. Their rageéndled against Satan and
those who have been his agents in deception, atidtiae fury of demons
they turn upon them.

Saith the Lord: "Because thou hast set thine hesthe heart of God;
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behold, therefore | will bring strangers upon thibe, terrible of the nations:
and they shall draw their swords against the beatthly wisdom, and they
shall defile thy brightness. They shall bring thamvn to the pit." "I will
destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midghefstones of fire.... | will
cast thee to the ground, | will lay thee beforegkinthat they may behold
thee.... | will bring thee to ashes upon the eartthe sight of all them that
behold thee.... Thou shalt be a terror, and nekalt $hou be any more."
Ezekiel 28:6-8, 16-19.

"Every battle of the warrior is with confused ngis@d garments rolled
in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuélfice.” "The indignation of
the Lord is upon all nations, and His fury upon thkkir armies: He hath
utterly destroyed them, He hath delivered themhedlaughter.” "Upon the
wicked He shall rain quick burning coals, fire amtmstone and an horrible
tempest: this shall be the portion of their cugadiah 9:5; 34:2; Psalm 11:6,
margin. Fire comes down from God out of heaven. é&eh is broken up.
The weapons concealed in its depths are drawn. iDaiiouring flames burst
from every yawning chasm. The very rocks are oa. firhe day has come
that shall burn as an oven. The elements melt feithent heat, the earth
also, and the works that are therein are burned/agachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10.
The earth's surface seems one molten mass--aseashing lake of fire. It is
the time of the judgment and perdition of ungodlgma“the day of the
Lord's vengeance, and the year of recompensekldardntroversy of Zion."
Isaiah 34:8.

The wicked receive their recompense in the earibwvd?bs 11:31. They
"shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shat buem up, saith the Lord
of hosts." Malachi 4:1. Some are destroyed as moanent, while others
suffer many days. All are punished "according teirtlleeds.” The sins of
the righteous having been transferred to Satams heade to suffer not only
for his own rebellion, but for all the sins whickh has caused God's people to
commit. His punishment is to be far greater thaat tf those whom he has
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deceived. After all have perished who fell by heseptions, he is still to live
and suffer on. In the cleansing flames the wickeda last destroyed, root
and branch--Satan the root, his followers the draac The full penalty of
the law has been visited; the demands of justiee lh@en met; and heaven
and earth, beholding, declare the righteousnedshadvah.

Creation Delivered from Sin

Satan's work of ruin is forever ended. For six gand years he has
wrought his will, filling the earth with woe andusing grief throughout the
universe. The whole creation has groaned and teavdogether in pain.
Now God's creatures are forever delivered from piesence and
temptations. "The whole earth is at rest, and ietqtihey [the righteous]
break forth into singing." Isaiah 14:7. And a shaofitpraise and triumph
ascends from the whole loyal universe. "The voica great multitude," "as
the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mgigfninderings," is heard,
saying: "Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent raggh." Revelation 19:6.

While the earth was wrapped in the fire of destamtthe righteous
abode safely in the Holy City. Upon those that hzatt in the first
resurrection, the second death has no power. V@uole is to the wicked a
consuming fire, He is to His people both a sunastiield. Revelation 20:6;
Psalm 84:11.

"I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the fiestven and the first
earth were passed away." Revelation 21:1. TheHatconsumes the wicked
purifies the earth. Every trace of the curse ispwavay. No eternally
burning hell will keep before the ransomed theftdatonsequences of sin.

The Marks of Love Remain

One reminder alone remains: Our Redeemer will bear the marks of
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His crucifixion. Upon His wounded head, upon HesiHis hands and feet,
are the only traces of the cruel work that sin Wesught. Says the prophet,
beholding Christ in His glory: "He had bright beaomsning out of His side:
and there was the hiding of His power." Habakkuk 8argin. That pierced
side whence flowed the crimson stream that recetigihan to God--there is
the Saviour's glory, there "the hiding of His powemMighty to save,"
through the sacrifice of redemption, He was theeefstrong to execute
justice upon them that despised God's mercy. Aral thkens of His
humiliation are His highest honor; through the mérages the wounds of
Calvary will show forth His praise and declare paver.

"O Tower of the flock, the stronghold of the dawegghaf Zion, unto Thee
shall it come, even the first dominion." Micah 4T®he time has come to
which holy men have looked with longing since tlaerfing sword barred the
first pair from Eden, the time for "the redemptiari the purchased
possession." Ephesians 1:14. The earth originalyeengto man as his
kingdom, betrayed by him into the hands of Satawl, 0 long held by the
mighty foe, has been brought back by the great pfaredemption. All that
was lost by sin has been restored. "Thus saith_tind ... that formed the
earth and made it; He hath established it, He ededt not in vain, He
formed it to be inhabited." Isaiah 45:18. God'sgimal purpose in the
creation of the earth is fulfilled as it is madee teternal abode of the
redeemed. "The righteous shall inherit the landl dwell therein forever."
Psalm 37:29.

The Glory of Paradise

A fear of making the future inheritance seem todemal has led many
to spiritualize away the very truths which leadtaslook upon it as our
home. Christ assured His disciples that He wenprepare mansions for
them in the Father's house. Those who accept dahitegs of God's word
will not be wholly ignorant concerning the heavealyode. And yet, "eye
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hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entet@dhe heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that lowa.H1 Corinthians 2:9.
Human language is inadequate to describe the resfahe righteous. It will
be known only to those who behold it. No finite thican comprehend the
glory of the Paradise of God.

In the Bible the inheritance of the saved is call@dountry." Hebrews
11:14-16. There the heavenly Shepherd leads Hik flo fountains of living
waters. The tree of life yields its fruit every nlopand the leaves of the tree
are for the service of the nations. There are #wvernng streams, clear as
crystal, and beside them waving trees cast thadas upon the paths
prepared for the ransomed of the Lord. There tlteevgpreading plains swell
into hills of beauty, and the mountains of God rimgir lofty summits. On
those peaceful plains, beside those living streg@w]'s people, so long
pilgrims and wanderers, shall find a home.

"My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitatiard & sure dwellings,
and in quiet resting places." "Violence shall norenbe heard in thy land,
wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but uhshalt call thy walls
Salvation, and thy gates Praise." "They shall bbddses, and inhabit them;
and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the frluihem. They shall not build,
and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and lamogat: ... Mine elect shall
long enjoy the work of their hands." Isaiah 32:@8;18; 65:21, 22.

There, "the wilderness and the solitary place dmalglad for them; and
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rdbestead of the thorn shall
come up the fir tree, and instead of the brierlst@he up the myrtle tree."
"The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and te®pard shall lie down with
the kid; ... and a little child shall lead themThey shall not hurt nor destroy
in all My holy mountain," saith the Lord. Isaiah:3555:13; 11:6, 9....
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Development of Mind, Body, and Soul

There, immortal minds will contemplate with nevailihg delight the
wonders of creative power, the mysteries of redagnove. There will be
no cruel, deceiving foe to tempt to forgetfulne$ssod. Every faculty will
be developed, every capacity increased. The acgaireof knowledge will
not weary the mind or exhaust the energies. THeFegtandest enterprises
may be carried forward, the loftiest aspirationsachted, the highest
ambitions realized; and still there will arise néeights to surmount, new
wonders to admire, new truths to comprehend, fodgécts to call forth the
powers of mind and soul and body.

All the treasures of the universe will be open he study of God's
redeemed. Unfettered by mortality, they wing thegless flight to worlds
afar--worlds that thrilled with sorrow at the spaate of human woe and rang
with songs of gladness at the tidings of a ransosmd. With unutterable
delight the children of earth enter into the joydahe wisdom of unfallen
beings. They share the treasures of knowledge aw@rstanding gained
through ages upon ages in contemplation of Godisdithvark. With
undimmed vision they gaze upon the glory of creatguns and stars and
systems, all in their appointed order circling theone of Deity. Upon all
things, from the least to the greatest, the Cr&at@mme is written, and in all
are the riches of His power displayed.

The Controversy is Ended

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will brimgher and still more
glorious revelations of God and of Christ. As knegde is progressive, SO
will love, reverence, and happiness increase. Ttiemen learn of God, the
greater will be their admiration of His characi&s. Jesus opens before them
the riches of redemption and the amazing achievesmén the great
controversy with Satan, the hearts of the ransothelll with more fervent
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devotion, and with more rapturous joy they sweepltarps of gold; and ten
thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thdsis# voices unite to
swell the mighty chorus of praise.

"And every creature which is in heaven, and onghith, and under the
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all thanateem, heard | saying,
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be timo that sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever." Rl 5:13.

The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners@more. The entire
universe is clean. One pulse of harmony and gladbeats through the vast
creation. From Him who created all, flow life anght and gladness,
throughout the realms of illimitable space. From thinutest atom to the
greatest world, all things, animate and inanimatéheir unshadowed beauty
and perfect joy, declare that God is love.
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