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Preface

Throughout the centuries the promise of Jesushm Jd4g:2, 3 has filled
the hearts of Christians with hope: "In my Fathkdase are many mansions:
if it were not so, | would have told you. | go toepare a place for you. And
if | go and prepare a place for you, | will comeasy and receive you unto
myself, that where | am, there ye may be also.thin darkest moments of
despair, disappointment, despondency, or defeat,httpe of living with
Jesus in heaven has brightened the day, cleareg taclouds, and lifted
the spirits.

Heaven, what will it be like? Words are inadequatdescribe it, but the
Holy Scriptures give us glimpses of the glorioutufa. There all will be
harmony, peace, love, and unity. All will be purityholiness, and
blessedness. Gone will be sorrow, crying, and st of all, death will be
no more.

"There we shall know even as also we are knownrel'biee loves and
sympathies that God has planted in the soul wid ftruest and sweetest
exercise. The pure communion With holy beings,themonious social life
with the blessed angels and with the faithful ooésll ages, the sacred
fellowship that binds together 'the whole familyheaven and earth'--all are
among the experiences of the hereafter."

We look forward with joyous anticipation to the defnen Jesus will
return to earth, not as a Man of sorrows but aggKihkings and Lord of
lords. In that day the dead in Christ will risesfjrthen his followers who are
alive will be "changed, in a moment, in the twimkji of an eye" (1
Corinthians 15:51, 52), and together this redeecosdpany, now immortal,
will travel through time and space to the paradis&od, to heaven itself.



This book provides glorious pictures of the futlife both in heaven
and on the new earth. It enables one to hear Ry tta¢ thrilling music sung
by angels and the redeemed. It excites one witlpthgpect of engaging in
fascinating occupations and enterprises. As yogestme wonder and reality
of the future life, may you determine to be amdmg citizens of heaven, and
live forever in that land "where we never grow bld.
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Chapter 1
The Way to Heaven

By Jesus Alone-"Let not your heart be troubled," He [Jesus] sy
believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Fath&itsise are many mansions:
if it were not so, | would have told you. | go toepare a place for you. And
if | go and prepare a place for you, | will comeasy and receive you unto
Myself; that where | am, there ye may be also. Audther | go ye know,
and the way ye know." For your sake | came intowbédd. | am working in
your behalf. When | go away, | shall still work eastly for you. | came into
the world to reveal Myself to you, that you migldibve. | go to the Father
to cooperate with Him in your behalf.

The object of Christ's departure was the oppoditetat the disciples
feared. It did not mean a final separation. He g@ng to prepare a place for
them, that He might come again, and receive theto Himself. While He
was building mansions for them, they were to bulthracters after the
divine similitude.

Still the disciples were perplexed. Thomas, alwagsbled by doubts,
said, "Lord, we know not whither Thou goest; andvhtan we know the
way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the tratid the life; no man
cometh unto the Father, but by Me. If ye had kndvi& ye should have
known My Father also: and from henceforth ye knoimHand have seen
Him."

There are not many ways to heaven. Each one maghoaise his own
way. Christ says, "I am the way: ... no man comatto the Father, but by
Me." Since the first gospel sermon was preacheckernwim Eden it was
declared that the seed of the woman should brosedrpent's head, Christ
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had been uplifted as the way, the truth, and tiee Hle was the way when
Adam lived, when Abel presented to God the bloodth# slain lamb,

representing the blood of the Redeemer. Christ thasway by which

patriarchs and prophets were saved. He is the wayhich alone we can
have access to God.

The Surety of Our Deliverance-By His humanity, Christ touched
humanity; by His divinity, He lays hold upon thedhe of God. As the Son
of man, He gave us an example of obedience; aSdheof God, He gives us
power to obey. It was Christ who from the bush ooult Horeb spoke to
Moses saying, "I AM THAT | AM.... Thus shalt thoaysunto the children
of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you." Exodus 3:THis was the pledge of
Israel's deliverance. So when He came "in the éksrof men," He declared
Himself the | AM. The Child of Bethlehem, the meakd lowly Saviour, is
God "manifest in the flesh." 1 Timothy 3:16. Andus He says: "I AM the
Good Shepherd.” "I AM the living Bread." "I AM thé&/ay, the Truth, and
the Life." "All power is given unto Me in heavencam earth." John 10:11;
6:51; 14.6; Matthew 28:18. | AM the assurance ddrgypromise. | AM; be
not afraid. "God with us" is the surety of our delance from sin, the
assurance of our power to obey the law of heaven.

Help Others Find Jesus, The WayChrist gave Himself to a shameful,
agonizing death, showing His great travail of sousave the perishing. Oh,
Christ is able, Christ is willing, Christ is longinto save all who will come
unto Him! Talk to souls in peril and get them tdbkl Jesus upon the cross,
dying to make it possible for Him to pardon. Tatkthe sinner with your
own heart overflowing with the tender, pitying lowé Christ. Let there be
deep earnestness; but not a harsh, loud note sheulkard from the one
who is trying to win the soul to look and live. $lirhave your own soul
consecrated to God. As you look upon our Intergessdneaven, let your
heart be broken. Then, softened and subdued, youaddress repenting
sinners as one who realizes the power of redeelnvey
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Pray with these souls, by faith bringing them te tbot of the cross;
carry their minds up with your mind, and fix theeeyf faith where you look,
upon Jesus the Sin Bearer. Get them to look away their poor, sinful
selves to the Saviour, and the victory is won. Thelyold for themselves the
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the wofldey see the Way, the
Truth, the Life. The Sun of Righteousness shedbnght beams into the
heart. The strong tide of redeeming love pours thoparched and thirsty
soul, and the sinner is saved to Jesus Christ.

Christ crucified --talk it, pray it, sing it, and it will break angin hearts.
This is the power and wisdom of God to gather séai<Christ. Formal, set
phrases, the presentation of merely argumentatibsgests, is productive of
little good. The melting love of God in the heaodfsthe workers will be
recognized by those for whom they labor. Soulsthirsting for the waters
of life. Do not be empty cisterns. If you reveaé tlove of Christ to them,
you may lead the hungering, thirsting ones to Jemad He will give them
the bread of life and the water of salvation.

The True Path That Leads to HeaverMany are losing the right way,
in consequence of thinking that they must climih@aven, that they must do
something to merit the favor of God. They seek akenthemselves better by
their own unaided efforts. This they can never agash. Christ has made
the way by dying our Sacrifice, by living our Exapby becoming our
great High Priest. He declares, "I am the way,tthth, and the life." If by
any effort of our own we could advance one stepatowthe ladder, the
words of Christ would not be true. But when we atd@hrist, good works
will appear as fruitful evidence that we are in thay of life, that Christ is
our way, and that we are treading the true pathi¢aas to heaven.



Chapter 2

His Promise Will Be Fulfilled

Keynote of Scriptures-One of the most solemn and yet most glorious
truths revealed in the Bible is that of Christ'sa® coming to complete the
great work of redemption. To God's pilgrim peogie,long left to sojourn in
“the region and shadow of death," a precious, [®piring hope is given in
the promise of His appearing, who is "the resuimecand the life," to "bring
home again His banished." The doctrine of the sgcalvent is the very
keynote of the Sacred Scriptures. From the day whenfirst pair turned
their sorrowing steps from Eden, the children othfshave waited the
coming of the Promised One to break the destropewger and bring them
again to the lost Paradise.

Holy men of old looked forward to the advent of tessiah in glory,
as the consummation of their hope. Enoch, onlystheenth in descent from
them that dwelt in Eden, he who for three centunie®arth walked with his
God, was permitted to behold from afar the comirdgtle Deliverer.
"Behold," he declared, "the Lord cometh with teausands of His saints, to
execute judgment upon all." Jude 14, 15. The patridob in the night of his
affliction exclaimed with unshaken trust: "I knowat my Redeemer liveth,
and that He shall stand at the latter day uporedrth: ... in my flesh shall |
see God: whom | shall see for myself, and mine eyadl behold, and not
another." Job 19:25-27.

To Take His People HomeChrist has declared that He will come the
second time to gather His faithful ones to Himsélhen shall all the tribes
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Sonasf coming in the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory. And He skald His angels with a
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gathesthmy His elect from the
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four winds, from one end of heaven to the otheradtthiew 24:30, 31.

The promise of Christ's second coming was evertédpt fresh in the
minds of His disciples. The same Jesus whom thelyskan ascending into
heaven, would come again, to take to Himself thwee here below give
themselves to His service. The same voice thatshatlito them, "Lo, | am
with you alway, even unto the end,” would bid thewelcome to His
presence in the heavenly kingdom.

The proclamation of Christ's coming should now d&& when made by
the angels to the shepherds of Bethlehem, goodgsdof great joy. Those
who really love the Saviour cannot but hail witladyhess the announcement
founded upon the Word of God that He in whom tieipes of eternal life
are centered is coming again, not to be insultedpided, and rejected, as at
His first advent, but in power and glory, to redekls people. It is those
who do not love the Saviour that desire Him to remzavay, and there can
be no more conclusive evidence that the churchee Haparted from God
than the irritation and animosity excited by thisadtlen-sent message.

These truths, as presented in Revelation 14 in eximn with "the
everlasting gospel," will distinguish the church@ifrist at the time of His
appearing. For as the result of the threefold nggs#ais announced: "Here
are they that keep the commandments of God, anéaitheof Jesus." And
this message is the last to be given before theingprof the Lord.
Immediately following its proclamation the Son ofamis seen by the
prophet, coming in glory to reap the harvest ofé¢hgh.

Freedom From Sin-This earth has been trodden by the Son of God. He
came to bring men light and life, to set them fireen the bondage of sin. He
IS coming again in power and great glory, to reediv Himself those who
during this life have followed in His footsteps.



"The Redemption of the Purchased Possession-God's original
purpose in the creation of the earth is fulfillediteis made the eternal abode
of the redeemed. "The righteous shall inherit Hred| and dwell therein for
ever." The time has come to which holy men havé&ddowith longing since
the flaming sword barred the first pair from Edéme- time for "the
redemption of the purchased possession.” The eagmally given to man
as his kingdom, betrayed by him into the handsatéis and so long held by
the mighty foe, has been brought back by the graat of redemption.

All that was lost by the first Adam will be restdréy the second. The
prophet says, "O Tower of the flock, the strongdhafl the daughter of Zion,
unto Thee shall it come, even the first dominigdnt Paul points forward to
the "redemption of the purchased possession."

God created the earth to be the abode of holy, \Jhdqgings. That
purpose will be fulfilled when, renewed by the powé God and freed from
sin and sorrow, it shall become the eternal honteefedeemed.

To Make All Things New--The work of redemption will be complete.
In the place where sin abounded, God's grace muech abounds. The earth
itself, the very field that Satan claims as histoive not only ransomed but
exalted. Our little world, under the curse of die tone dark blot in His
glorious creation, will be honored above all otiv@arlds in the universe of
God. Here, where the Son of God tabernacled in hiynavhere the King
of glory lived and suffered and died--here, when dhall make all things
new, the tabernacle of God shall be with men, "dadwill dwell with them,
and they shall be His people, and God Himself shalwith them, and be
their God." And through endless ages as the redéemadk in the light of
the Lord, they will praise Him for His unspeakaldgt

Cost of Redemption RealizedNever can the cost of our redemption be
realized until the redeemed shall stand with thdeRener before the throne
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of God. Then as the glories of the eternal homestoupon our enraptured
senses we shall remember that Jesus left all dgnisu$, that He not only
became an exile from the heavenly courts, but $otowk the risk of failure
and eternal loss. Then we shall cast our crowndisitfeet, and raise the
song, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to recgesver, and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, ansisinig." Revelation 5:12.

Earth's Purpose Fulfilled--God created the earth to be the abode of
holy, happy beings. The Lord "formed the earth anade it; He hath
established it, He created it not in vain, He fadniteto be inhabited." Isaiah
45:18. That purpose will be fulfilled, when, renelMey the power of God,
and freed from sin and sorrow, it shall become ¢kernal abode of the
redeemed. "The righteous shall inherit the landl dwell therein forever.”
"And there shall be no more curse: but the thron€ad and of the Lamb
shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Hifsalm 37:29; Revelation
22:3.

Jesus Suffered to Savel saw the beauty of heaven. | heard the angels
sing their rapturous songs, ascribing praise, harat glory to Jesus. | could
then realize something of the wondrous love of$o@ of God. He left all
the glory, all the honor which He had in heaverd ammas so interested for
our salvation that He patiently and meekly borergvedignity and slight
which man could heap upon Him. He was wounded tesmiand bruised; He
was stretched on Calvary's cross and suffered t&t agonizing death to
save us from death, that we might be washed irbldizd and be raised up to
live with Him in the mansions He is preparing fa; to enjoy the light and
glory of heaven, to hear the angels sing, andng with them.



Chapter 3

The Second Coming Promised Throughout History

Key to History--An understanding of the hope of Christ's second
coming is the key that unlocks all the history tf@lows, and explains all
the future lessons.

Told to Enoch--"And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesie
of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ttesusands of his saints"
(Jude 14).... The doctrine of Christ's coming waglenknown at this early
date to the man who walked with God in continuahownion. The godly
character of this prophet is to represent the sttleoliness to which the
people of God must attain who expect to be traedlad heaven.

Sacrifices a Perpetual ReminderIn patriarchal times the sacrificial
offerings connected with divine worship constitutegerpetual reminder of
the coming of a Saviour, and thus it was with thntire ritual of the
sanctuary services throughout Israel's history.tHe ministration of the
tabernacle, and of the temple that afterward te®klace, the people were
taught each day, by means of types and shadowsgréia¢ truths relative to
the advent of Christ as Redeemer, Priest, and Kind;once each year their
minds were carried forward to the closing eventghef great controversy
between Christ and Satan, the final purificatiorth& universe from sin and
sinners.

The sacrifices and offerings of the Mosaic rituarev ever pointing
toward a better service, even a heavenly. The lga#imctuary was "a figure
for the time then present," in which were offeredhbgifts and sacrifices; its
two holy places were "patterns of things in theveea;" for Christ, our great
High Priest, is today "a minister of the sanctuanyd of the true tabernacle,
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which the Lord pitched, and not man." Hebrews 23,8:2.

The slaying of the Passover lamb was a shadoweotiiath of Christ.
Says Paul: "Christ our Passover is sacrificed &t i Corinthians 5:7. The
sheaf of first fruits, which at the time of the Bager was waved before the
Lord, was typical of the resurrection of ChristuPsays, in speaking of the
resurrection of the Lord and of all His people: tiSh the first fruits;
afterward they that are Christ's at His comingCdrinthians 15:23. Like the
wave sheaf, which was the first ripe grain gathdreidre the harvest, Christ
is the first fruits of that immortal harvest of esmimed ones that at the future
resurrection shall be gathered into the garneraf.G

Good News-The gospel message proclaimed by Christ's desgiplas
the announcement of His first advent to the woltidhore to men the good
tidings of salvation through faith in Him. It poed forward to His second
coming in glory to redeem His people, and it sefole men the hope,
through faith and obedience, of sharing the inhraé of the saints in light.
This message is given to men today, and at this timere is coupled with it
the announcement of Christ's second coming asnak [Ade signs which He
Himself gave of His coming have been fulfilled, dndthe teaching of God's
Word we may know that the Lord is at the door.

John in the Revelation foretells the proclamatibthe gospel message
just before Christ's second coming. He beholdsraelalying "in the midst
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preatb them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, angue, and people, saying
with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Hifor the hour of His
judgment is come." Revelation 14:6, 7.

In the prophecy this warning of the judgment, wite connected
messages, is followed by the coming of the Son ahnm the clouds of
heaven. The proclamation of the judgment is an anc@ement of Christ's
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second coming as at hand. And this proclamatiocalled the everlasting
gospel. Thus the preaching of Christ's second agnive announcement of
its nearness, is shown to be an essential paneajaspel message.

The Prayer Jesus Taught"Thy kingdom come." Matthew 6:10. God
is our Father, who loves and cares for us as Hidreln; He is also the great
King of the universe. The interests of His kingdara our interests, and we
are to work for its upbuilding.

The disciples of Christ were looking for the imnegdi coming of the
kingdom of His glory, but in giving them this pray&esus taught that the
kingdom was not then to be established. They wemdy for its coming as
an event yet future. But this petition was alsoagsurance to them. While
they were not to behold the coming of the kingdantheeir day, the fact that
Jesus bade them pray for it is evidence that in'sSGman time it will surely
come.

The kingdom of God's grace is now being establislasdday by day
hearts that have been full of sin and rebelliondyte the sovereignty of His
love. But the full establishment of the kingdomHk glory will not take
place until the second coming of Christ to this MotThe kingdom and
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom undemthole heaven," is to
be given to "the people of the saints of the Mogthf Daniel 7:27. They
shall inherit the kingdom prepared for them "frohe tfoundation of the
world." Matthew 25:34. And Christ will take to Himi$ His great power and
will reign.

The heavenly gates are again to be lifted up, atidten thousand times
ten thousand and thousands of thousands of holy, one Saviour will come
forth as King of kings and Lord of lords. Jehovammanuel "shall be king
over all the earth: in that day shall there be baed, and His name one."
"The tabernacle of God" shall be with men, "andvdk dwell with them,
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and they shall be His people, and God Himself shalwith them, and be
their God." Zechariah 14:9; Revelation 21:3.

But before that coming, Jesus said, "This gospéh@kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a withess unto atiores.” Matthew 24:14. His
kingdom will not come until the good tidings of Hisace have been carried
to all the earth. Hence, as we give ourselves td, @ad win other souls to
Him, we hasten the coming of His kingdom. Only #hosho devote
themselves to His service, saying, "Here am |; saat (Isaiah 6:8), to open
blind eyes, to turn men "from darkness to light &noan the power of Satan
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of aimd inheritance among
them which are sanctified" (Acts 26:18)--they algmay in sincerity, "Thy
kingdom come.

Promise Gave Joy-As Christ ascended, His hands outstretched &sble
His disciples, a cloud of angels received Him ambHim from their sight.
As the disciples looked with straining eyes for fast glimpse of their
ascending Lord, two angels from the rejoicing tly@tood by them and
said, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing ujp ineaven? this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven| slkatome in like manner
as ye have seen him go into heaven" (Acts 1:11).

The disciples were filled with great joy. Over apgler again they
repeated the words Christ had spoken to them inadtdessons, as recorded
in the fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, and segenth chapters of John; and
every one had something to say about the instmycéspecially with regard
to the words of the fourteenth of John ...

The promise that He would come again, and als¢hilneght that He had
left them His peace, filled their hearts with joy.

John Saw History of God's PeopleJohn was strengthened to live in
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the presence of his glorified Lord. Then before \Ww@ndering vision were
opened the glories of heaven. He was permittedédlse throne of God and,
looking beyond the conflicts of earth, to behold tthite-robed throng of the
redeemed. He heard the music of the heavenly argelsthe triumphant
songs of those who had overcome by the blood oL&#meb and the word of
their testimony. In the revelation given to himrngvas unfolded scene after
scene of thrilling interest in the experience of feople of God, and the
history of the church foretold to the very close twhe. In figures and
symbols, subjects of vast importance were presewtedhn, which he was
to record, that the people of God living in his &gl in future ages might
have an intelligent understanding of the perils emflicts before them.

Prophecy ReassuresWe must have a knowledge of the Scriptures, that
we may trace down the lines of prophecy and ... the¢ the day is
approaching, so that with increased zeal and effiggt may exhort one
another to faithfulness.... Give up our faith? legg confidence? become
impatient? No, no. We will not think of such a thin. See how the
specifications of the prophecies have been andudiibing. Let us lift up
our heads and rejoice, for our redemption drawedin.nit is nearer than
when we first believed. Shall we not wait patienfited with courage and
faith? Shall we not make ready a people to standhen day of final
reckoning?

His Promise Gives CourageMore than eighteen hundred years have
passed since the Saviour gave the promise of HiEngp Throughout the
centuries His words have filled with courage tharteof His faithful ones.
The promise has not yet been fulfilled; ... butedime less sure is the word
that has been spoken.
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Chapter 4

God's People Delivered

God Manifests His Power at Midnight-By the people of God a voice,
clear and melodious, is heard, saying, "Look upd Bfting their eyes to the
heavens, they behold the bow of promise. The blacigry clouds that
covered the firmament are parted, and like Stephey look up steadfastly
into heaven and see the glory of God and the Samaof seated upon His
throne. In His divine form they discern the marksHis humiliation; and
from His lips they hear the request presented bdfs Father and the holy
angels: "l will that they also, whom Thou hast giwde, be with Me where |
am." John 17:24.

Again a voice, musical and triumphant, is heargjrgp "They come!
they come! holy, harmless, and undefiled. They hHes@ the word of My
patience; they shall walk among the angels;" ardpidle, quivering lips of
those who have held fast their faith utter a slodwictory.

It is at midnight that God manifests His power tloe deliverance of His
people. The sun appears, shining in its strenggmsSand wonders follow in
guick succession. The wicked look with terror amdaaement upon the
scene, while the righteous behold with solemn jbg tokens of their
deliverance. Everything in nature seems turnedbis course. The streams
cease to flow. Dark, heavy clouds come up and dastinst each other. In
the midst of the angry heavens is one clear sp&aedescribable glory,
whence comes the voice of God like the sound ofymwaaters, saying: "It is
done." Revelation 16:17.

The Foundations of the Earth Seem to Be Giving WayThere is a
mighty earthquake. The firmament appears to opénshat. The glory from

15



the throne of God seems flashing through. The naonstshake like a reed
in the wind, and ragged rocks are scattered ornyeside. There is a roar as
of a coming tempest. The sea is lashed into fumger@ is heard the shriek of
the hurricane, like the voice of demons upon a imssf destruction. The
whole earth heaves and swells like the waves ofsiee Its surface is
breaking up. Its very foundations seem to be giway. Mountain chains
are sinking. Inhabited islands disappear with theimg freight. The seaports
that have become like Sodom for wickedness arelewedl up by the angry
waters. Great hailstones, every one "about the hWeigf a talent,”
[Revelation 16:21] are doing their work of destroet The proudest cities of
the earth are laid low. The costly palaces, upoithvthe world's great men
have lavished their wealth in order to glorify treives, are crumbling to
ruin before their eyes.

A Special Resurrection Before Jesus Appearssraves are opened,
and "many of them that sleep in the dust of théhear awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasiimjempt." Daniel 12:2.
All who have died in the faith of the third angaetf®ssage come forth from
the tomb glorified, to hear God's covenant of pegitie those who have kept
His law. "They also which pierced Him" (Revelatidr7), those that mocked
and derided Christ's dying agonies, and the masiem opposers of His
truth and His people, are raised to behold Him ia ¢lory and to see the
honor placed upon the loyal and obedient.

Thick clouds still cover the sky; yet the sun nowdathen breaks
through, appearing like the avenging eye of Jehokiadrce lightnings leap
from the heavens, enveloping the earth in a shHd&rme. Above the terrific
roar of thunder, voices, mysterious and awful, alecithe doom of the
wicked. The words spoken are not comprehended hybat they are
distinctly understood by the false teachers. Thase a little before were so
reckless, so boastful and defiant, so exultant hieirtcruelty to God's
commandment-keeping people, are now overwhelmell waansternation
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and shuddering in fear. Their wails are heard abtinee sound of the
elements. Demons acknowledge the deity of Chridt teemble before His
power, while men are supplicating for mercy andvghmg in abject terror.

The Ten Commandments Revealed to All in The SkyThrough a rift
in the clouds, there beams a star whose brilliascycreased fourfold in
contrast with the darkness. It speaks hope antbjdlye faithful, but severity
and wrath to the transgressors of God's law. Thdse have sacrificed all
for Christ are now secure, hidden as in the sedrétte Lord's pavilion. They
have been tested, and before the world and thasgesmf truth they have
evinced their fidelity to Him who died for them.

A marvelous change has come over those who hawk fast their
integrity in the very face of death. They have bseddenly delivered from
the dark and terrible tyranny of men transformedemons. Their faces, so
lately pale, anxious, and haggard, are now aglothh wionder, faith, and
love. Their voices rise in triumphant song: "Goaus refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble. Therefore will not fear, though the earth be
removed, and though the mountains be carried inéonbidst of the sea;
though the waters thereof roar and be troubledjyghdhe mountains shake
with the swelling thereof." [Psalm 46:1-3].

While these words of holy trust ascend to God,dloeids sweep back,
and the starry heavens are seen, unspeakably ugoimocontrast with the
black and angry firmament on either side. The gloinheaven is beaming
from the gates ajar. Then there appears againsgtkhe hand holding two
tables of stone folded together. The hand opendahles, and there are
revealed the precepts of the decalogue, traceditasampen of fire. The
words are so plain that all can read them. Menm®Broused, the darkness of
superstition and heresy is swept from every mind, @od's ten words, brief,
comprehensive, and authoritative, are presentedh¢oview of all the
inhabitants of earth. Wonderful code! wonderful asion!
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God Tells His People the Day and Hour of Jesus' Cang--The voice
of God is heard from heaven, declaring the day lama of Jesus' coming,
and delivering the everlasting covenant to His peolpike peals of loudest
thunder His words roll through the earth. The IsieGod stand listening,
with their eyes fixed upward. Their countenances laghted up with His
glory, and shine as did the face of Moses whendmecdown from Sinai.
The wicked cannot look upon them. And when thedahgsis pronounced on
those who have honored God by keeping His Sablmh there is a mighty
shout of victory.
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Chapter 5

Christ's Second Coming

A Small, Black Cloud Is The Sign of Jesus' ComingSoon there
appears in the east a small black cloud, aboutlhal§ize of a man's hand. It
is the cloud which surrounds the Saviour and wisieéms in the distance to
be shrouded in darkness. The people of God knasvtthbe the sign of the
Son of man. In solemn silence they gaze uponiit dws nearer the earth,
becoming lighter and more glorious, until it isr@a&t white cloud, its base a
glory like consuming fire, and above it the rainbofvthe covenant. Jesus
rides forth as a mighty conqueror.

Soon our eyes were drawn to the east, for a sntatkbcloud had
appeared, about half as large as a man's handhwacall knew was the
sign of the Son of man. In solemn silence we adegaon the cloud as it
drew nearer, and became lighter, glorious, antrstire glorious, till it was
a great white cloud. The bottom appeared like freainbow was over the
cloud, while around it were ten thousand angefsyisg a most lovely song;
and upon it sat the Son of man. His hair was wduite curly and lay on His
shoulders, and upon His head were many crowns. fei$ had the
appearance of fire; in His right hand was a shakles in His left a silver
trumpet. His eyes were as a flame of fire, whiclargeed His children
through and through.

Whole World Will See--"For as the lightning cometh out of the east,
and shineth even unto the west; so shall also dh@ng of the Son of man
be." Matthew 24:24-27, 31; 25:31; Revelation 1:7;Hessalonians 4:16, 17.
This coming there is no possibility of counteriegi It will be universally
known--witnessed by the whole world.
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Jesus Returns in Glory Surrounded by a Cloud of Angls-With
anthems of celestial melody the holy angels, a wmstumbered throng,
attend Him on His way. The firmament seems filldthwadiant forms--"ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands ofghdss No human pen
can portray the scene; no mortal mind is adequat®nceive its splendor....
As the living cloud comes still nearer, every ewhdids the Prince of life.
No crown of thorns now mars that sacred head; mliadem of glory rests
on His holy brow. His countenance outshines theldag brightness of the
noonday sun....

The King of kings descends upon the cloud, wrappeflaming fire.
The heavens are rolled together as a scroll, thd é#@mbles before Him,
and every mountain and island is moved out of itxg "Our God shall
come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall debefore Him, and it shall
be very tempestuous round about Him. He shall tvalhe heavens from
above, and to the earth, that He may judge Hislpédpsalm 50:3, 4.

Jesus Clearly Seen on the Cloudlhe living cloud of majesty, and
unsurpassed glory, came still nearer, and we coekaly behold the lovely
person of Jesus. He did not wear a crown of thdons;a crown of glory
decked his holy brow. Upon his vesture and thige awaame written, KING
OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. His eyes were as a #aaf fire, his
feet had the appearance of fine brass, and hiseveatnded like many
musical instruments. His countenance was as baigthhe noon-day sun.

Joy of God's People-The revelation of His own glory in the form of
humanity will bring heaven so near to men thatltbauty adorning the inner
temple will be seen in every soul in whom the Sawidwells. Men will be
captivated by the glory of an abiding Christ. Amdcurrents of praise and
thanksgiving from the many souls thus won to Gddrygwill flow back to
the great Giver.
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"Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glarf/the Lord is risen
upon thee." Isaiah 60:1. To those who go out totriteeBridegroom is this
message given. Christ is coming with power andtgyéay. He is coming
with His own glory and with the glory of the Fathéte is coming with all
the holy angels with Him. While all the world isupiged in darkness, there
will be light in every dwelling of the saints. Theyll catch the first light of
His second appearing. The unsullied light will €hfrom His splendor, and
Christ the Redeemer will be admired by all who hseesed Him. While the
wicked flee from His presence, Christ's followernd vejoice. The patriarch
Job, looking down to the time of Christ's secondead, said, "Whom | shall
see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, andangitanger." Job 19:27,
margin.

To His faithful followers Christ has been a daibngpanion and familiar
friend. They have lived in close contact, in consteommunion with God.
Upon them the glory of the Lord has risen. In théme light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of JeGhsist has been reflected.
Now they rejoice in the undimmed rays of the bnggsis and glory of the
King in His majesty. They are prepared for the camimn of heaven; for
they have heaven in their hearts.

With uplifted heads, with the bright beams of then®f Righteousness
shining upon them, with rejoicing that their redeimp draweth nigh, they
go forth to meet the Bridegroom, saying, "Lo, tiesour God; we have
waited for Him, and He will save us." Isaiah 25:9.

"And | heard as it were the voice of a great mudie, and as the voice
of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thumags;i saying, Alleluia; for
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad asjoice, and give
honour to Him; for the marriage of the Lamb is coraad His wife hath
made herself ready.... And he saith unto me, WHtessed are they which
are called unto the marriage supper of the Lantdé' is Lord of lords, and
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King of kings; and they that are with Him are cdlleand chosen, and
faithful." Revelation 19:6-9; 17:14.

Righteous Dead and Living Will See Jesus TogethePaul showed
that those living when Christ should come would g@to meet their Lord in
advance of those who had fallen asleep in Jeswesvdite of the Archangel
and the trump of God would reach the sleeping omed,the dead in Christ
should rise first, before the touch of immortalgizould be given to the
living. "Then we which are alive and remain shaldaught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the aid an shall we ever be with
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with theseds" [1 Thessalonians
4:17, 18].

Garments of Whitest White--Christ emptied Himself, and took the
form of a servant, and offered sacrifice, Himsélé tpriest, Himself the
victim. As the high priest, after performing hig\gee in the holy of holies,
came forth to the waiting congregation in his piocdl robes, so Christ will
come the second time clothed in glorious garmefhtthe whitest white,
"such as no fuller on earth can whiten them." Hé e@me in His own glory,
and in the glory of His Father, as King of kingsldrord of lords, and all the
angelic host will escort Him on His way.

Jesus Raises the Sleeping Saints to Immortal Lék&mid the reeling
of the earth, the flashing of lightning, and tharmng of thunder, the voice of
the Son of God calls forth the sleeping saints.Idtdés upon the graves of
the righteous, then raising His hands to heaverciits, "Awake, awake,
awake, ye that sleep in the dust, and arise!" Tdinout the length and
breadth of the earth, the dead shall hear thateya@ind they that hear shall
live. And the whole earth shall ring with the treafithe exceeding great
army of every nation, kindred, tongue, and peoBiem the prison-house of
death they come, clothed with immortal glory, cgyitiO death, where is thy
sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" [1 Corintigal5:55.] And the living
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righteous and the risen saints unite their voigces ilong, glad shout of
victory.

All come forth from their graves the same in stat@s when they
entered the tomb. Adam, who stands among the tisemg, is of lofty
height and majestic form, in stature but little dvelthe Son of God. He
presents a marked contrast to the people of lataemtions; in this one
respect is shown the great degeneracy of the Batall arise from their last
deep slumber with the freshness and vigor of etgimath. In the beginning,
man was created in the likeness of God, not onlgharacter, but in form
and feature. Sin defaced and almost obliteratedlitfiae image; but Christ
came to restore that which had been lost. He \Wwdinge our vile bodies, and
fashion them like unto His glorious body. The mbr@orruptible form,
devoid of comeliness, once polluted with sin, beesmerfect, beautiful, and
immortal. All blemishes and deformities are lefttie grave. The redeemed
bear the image of their Lord. Oh, wonderful redeondtlong talked of, long
hoped for, contemplated with eager anticipatiort,n@ver fully understood.

First Thought of the Resurrected-As they [the righteous] are called
forth from their deep slumber they begin to thinktjwhere they ceased. The
last sensation was the pang of death; the lasgtitpthat they were falling
beneath the power of the grave. When they arisa fitee tomb, their first
glad thought will be echoed in the triumphal shd@: death, where is thy
sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" [1 Corintigdl 5:55].

Death is a Small Matter-To the believer, Christ is the resurrection and
the life. In our Saviour the life that was lostdbgh sin is restored; for He
has life in Himself to quicken whom He will. Heirsvested with the right to
give immortality. The life that He laid down in hamity, He takes up again,
and gives to humanity. "I am come," He said, "thaty might have life, and
that they might have it more abundantly." "Whosaoedenketh of the water
that | shall give him shall never thirst; but thater that | shall give him
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shall be in him a well of water springing up inteedasting life." "Whoso
eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath etehifey and | will raise him
up at the last day." John 10:10; 4:14; 6:54.

To the believer, death is but a small matter. Crapeaks of it as if it
were of little moment. "If a man keep My saying, $tell never see death,"
"he shall never taste of death." To the Christideath is but a sleep, a
moment of silence and darkness. The life is hichw@hrist in God, and
"when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, théralsye also appear with
Him in glory."” John 8:51, 52; Colossians 3:4.

The voice that cried from the cross, "It is finidifewas heard among the
dead. It pierced the walls of sepulchers, and sumetidhe sleepers to arise.
Thus will it be when the voice of Christ shall beand from heaven. That
voice will penetrate the graves and unbar the torabd the dead in Christ
shall arise. At the Saviour's resurrection a feavgs were opened, but at His
second coming all the precious dead shall hearvbiise, and shall come
forth to glorious, immortal life. The same poweatthaised Christ from the
dead will raise His church, and glorify it with Hjrabove all principalities,
above all powers, above every name that is nama&domly in this world,
but also in the world to come.

Children Restored-His faithful ones [will] be rewarded, when, atsHi
coming, death loses its sting and the grave iseadbtf the victory it has
claimed. Then will He restore to His servants thddcen that have been
taken from them by death. "Thus saith the Lord; @éice was heard in
Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rachel wegefor her children
refused to be comforted for her children, becatsg tvere not. Thus saith
the Lord; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thewes from tears: for thy
work shall be rewarded ... and they shall comermaf@m the land of the
enemy. And there is hope in thine end, saith thel Lthat thy children shall
come again to their own border." Jeremiah 31:15-17.
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Sleeping Saints Guarded As Precious Jewel$he Life-giver will call
up His purchased possession in the first resuarctand until that
triumphant hour, when the last trump shall sound #re vast army shall
come forth to eternal victory, every sleeping saiit be kept in safety and
will be guarded as a precious jewel, who is knowisbd by name. By the
power of the Saviour that dwelt in them while ligiand because they were
partakers of the divine nature, they are broughhftsom the dead.

We Will Know Our Friends --The resurrection of Jesus was a type of
the final resurrection of all who sleep in Him. Tbeuntenance of the risen
Saviour, His manner, His speech, were all famtiaHis disciples. As Jesus
arose from the dead, so those who sleep in Hintcarese again. We shall
know our friends, even as the disciples knew JeShey may have been
deformed, diseased, or disfigured, in this mortfal Bnd they rise in perfect
health and symmetry; yet in the glorified body thdentity will be perfectly
preserved. Then shall we know even as also we ok 1 Corinthians
13:12. In the face radiant with the light shiningrh the face of Jesus, we
shall recognize the lineaments of those we love.

We Will Know One Another--God's greatest gift is Christ, whose life
Is ours, given for us. He died for us, and waseiifor us, that we might
come forth from the tomb to a glorious companiopshith heavenly angels,
to meet our loved ones and to recognize their faimesthe Christlikeness
does not destroy their image, but transforms @ His glorious image. Every
saint connected in family relationship here wilbkneach other there.

Personality Preserved in a New BodyOur personal identity is
preserved in the resurrection, though not the sparécles of matter or
material substance as went into the grave. The mwoisdvorks of God are a
mystery to man. The spirit, the character of mamgturned to God, there to
be preserved. In the resurrection every man wilehas own character. God
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in His own time will call forth the dead, giving @ig the breath of life, and
bidding the dry bones live. The same form will cofokth, but it will be free

from disease and every defect. It lives again bgatihe same individuality
of features, so that friend will recognize frierichere is no law of God in
nature which shows that God gives back the sameticdé particles of

matter which composed the body before death. Gall give the righteous
dead a body that will please Him.

Paul illustrates this subject by the kernel of grsown in the field. The
planted kernel decays, but there comes forth a kemel. The natural
substance in the grain that decays is never rasdmkfore, but God giveth it
a body as it hath pleased Him. A much finer makesigi compose the
human body, for it is a new creation, a new bilttihs sown a natural body, it
is raised a spiritual body.

Closeness Between God and Resurrected Sam@Ghrist declared to
His hearers that if there were no resurrectionhaf tlead, the Scriptures
which they professed to believe would be of no layde said, "But as
touching the resurrection of the dead, have yeraatl that which was
spoken unto you by God, saying, | am the God ofaham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the Gatheofdead, but of the
living." God counts the things that are not as giothey were. He sees the
end from the beginning, and beholds the resultisfibrk as though it were
now accomplished. The precious dead, from Adam dtwthe last saint
who dies, will hear the voice of the Son of God] anll come forth from the
grave to immortal life. God will be their God, atitky shall be His people.
There will be a close and tender relationship betw&od and the risen
saints. This condition, which is anticipated in Higpose, He beholds as if it
were already existing. The dead live unto Him.

Raised to Oneness With ChristHe [the believer] may die, as Christ
died, but the life of the Saviour is in him. Higelis hid with Christ in God.
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"l am come that they might have life," Jesus sadd that they might have
it more abundantly." He carries on the great predsswhich believers are
made one with Him in this present life, to be onéhviHim throughout all
eternity.

At the last day He will raise them as a part of bitf... Christ became
one with us in order that we might become one Wiitin in divinity.

Awakened to Die No More-Ministering angels are round about us
giving us to drink of the water of life to refreslur souls in the closing
scenes of life. There is a pledge from Him whohis tesurrection and the
life, that those who sleep in Jesus will Chrishgrwith Him from the grave.
The trump will sound, the dead will awaken to life, die no more. The
eternal morning has come to them, for there willnleenight in the city of
God.

The Finishing Touch of Immortality--The Life-giver is coming to
break the fetters of the tomb. He is to bring fdhh captives and proclaim,
"I am the resurrection and the life." There statits risen host. The last
thought was of death and its pangs. The last thsuiljey had were of the
grave and the tomb, but now they proclaim, "O deatirere is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory?" The pangs of deathewtbe last things they
felt. "O death, where is thy sting?" The last thihgy acknowledged was the
pangs of death. When they awake the pain is akkgon

Here they stand, and the finishing touch of immdytas put upon them,
and they go up to meet their Lord in the air. Tla¢eg of the city of God
swing back upon their hinges, and the nations tthae kept the truth enter
in. There are the columns of angels on either sidd,the ransomed of God
walk in through the cherubims and seraphims. Chigd them welcome and
puts upon them His benediction. "Well done, thoodyand faithful servant:

.. enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." What isat joy? He sees of the
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travail of His soul, and is satisfied.

That is what we labor for. Here is one, who in thight season we
pleaded with God on his behalf. There is one thattalked with on his
dying bed, and he hung his helpless soul upon Jekare is one who was a
poor drunkard. We tried to get his eyes fixed upbim who is mighty to
save and we told him that Christ could give him Wietory. There are the
crowns of immortal glory upon their heads, and tttenredeemed cast their
glittering crowns at the feet of Jesus.

Righteous Dead and Living See Jesus Togethdn his first epistle to
the Thessalonian believers, Paul endeavored tougtsthem regarding the
true state of the dead. He spoke of those who sligemng asleep--in a state
of unconsciousness: "I would not have you to beoilgnt, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorroyweawen as others which
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus diedrasel again, even so them
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with HimEzor the Lord Himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with theevof the Archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ sha# first: then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up togeth#r them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever lile the Lord."

The Thessalonians had eagerly grasped the ide&thvest was coming
to change the faithful who were alive, and to tddeam to Himself. They had
carefully guarded the lives of their friends, ldsy should die and lose the
blessing which they looked forward to receivinghed coming of their Lord.
But one after another their loved ones had beeantdiom them, and with
anguish the Thessalonians had looked for theilastwpon the faces of their
dead, hardly daring to hope to meet them in a éulite.

As Paul's epistle was opened and read, great jdycansolation was
brought to the church by the words revealing the state of the dead. Paul
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showed that those living when Christ should comeildr/anot go to meet

their Lord in advance of those who had fallen gsleeJesus. The voice of
the Archangel and the trump of God would reachsleeping ones, and the
dead in Christ should rise first, before the tow¢himmortality should be

given to the living. "Then we which are alive amanain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Liarthe air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one anothi¢h these words."The

Acts of the Apostles, 257, 258.

The Future Kingdom in Miniature --Moses upon the mount of
transfiguration was a witness to Christ's victomem sin and death. He
represented those who shall come forth from theeged the resurrection of
the just. Elijah, who had been translated to heaw#ghout seeing death,
represented those who will be living upon the eathChrist's second
coming, and who will be "changed, in a momenthia twinkling of an eye,
at the last trump;" when "this mortal must put emmortality," and "this
corruptible must put on incorruption.” 1 Corinthsaa5:51-53. Jesus was
clothed with the light of heaven, as He will appadien He shall come "the
second time without sin unto salvation." For Hel wdme "in the glory of
His Father with the holy angels." Hebrews 9:28; IM&r38. The Saviour's
promise to the disciples was now fulfilled. Upore tmount the future
kingdom of glory was represented in miniature--€hthe King, Moses a
representative of the risen saints, and Elijathefttanslated ones.

Lines Penned on the Death of Mrs. White's NieeeOur fondest hopes
are often blighted here. Our loved ones are tavmfus by death. We close
their eyes and habit them for the tomb, and layntlaesvay from our sight.
But hope bears our spirits up. We are not parteevr, but shall meet the
loved ones who sleep in Jesus. They shall comendgan the land of the
enemy. The Life-giver is coming. Myriads of holygafs escort Him on His
way. He bursts the bands of death, breaks therdetié the tomb, the
precious captives come forth in health and immdréauty.
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As the little infants come forth immortal from thadusty beds, they
immediately wing their way to their mothers' arm&hey meet again
nevermore to part. But many of the little ones haeemother there. We
listen in vain for the rapturous song of triumpbnfr the mother. The angels
receive the motherless infants and conduct thetimetoree of life.

Jesus places the golden ring of light, the crowanuiheir little heads.
God grant that the dear mother of "Eva" may beethdrat her little wings
may be folded upon the glad bosom of her mother.

Families and Friends Reunited-The living righteous are changed "in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye." At the voicé God they were
glorified; now they are made immortal and with tieen saints are caught
up to meet their Lord in the air. Angels "gathegdther His elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the otheittld_children are borne by
holy angels to their mothers' arms. Friends longasgted by death are
united, nevermore to part, and with songs of gladrescend together to the
City of God.

On each side of the cloudy chariot are wings, agkehth it are living
wheels; and as the chariot rolls upward, the whegls "Holy," and the
wings, as they move, cry, "Holy," and the retindi@gels cry, "Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God Almighty." And the redeemed shouglléluia!" as the
chariot moves onward toward the New Jerusalem.

The Wicked Unsuccessfully Attempt to Hide From Jesst-The
wicked pray to be covered by the rocks of the maimst rather than meet
the face of Him whom they have despised and rajecte

Those who derided His [Jesus'] claim to be the $bnGod are
speechless now. There is the haughty Herod whedearHis royal title, and
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bade the mocking soldiers crown Him king. There the very men who

with impious hands placed upon His form the purplee, upon His sacred
brow the thorny crown, and in His unresisting hamel mimic scepter, and
bowed before Him in blasphemous mockery. The mea srhote and spit

upon the Prince of life, now turn from His pierciggze, and seek to flee
from the overpowering glory of His presence. Thag® drove the nails

through His hands and feet, the soldier who pietdedside, behold these
marks with terror and remorse.

With awful distinctness do priests and rulers redhe events of
Calvary. With shuddering horror they remember haagging their heads in
Satanic exultation, they exclaimed, "He saved ath@mself he cannot save.
If he be the King of Israel, let him now come dofsom the cross, and we
will believe him. He trusted in God; let him deln@m now, if he will have
him." [Matthew 27:42, 43]] ...

And now there rises a cry of mortal agony. Loudsant the shout,
"Crucify him! crucify him!" which rang through thstreets of Jerusalem,
swells the awful, despairing wail, "He is the SdnGod! He is the true
Messiah!" They seek to flee from the presence efking of kings. In the
deep caverns of the earth, rent asunder by thangaof the elements, they
vainly attempt to hide.

Redeemed Take Seven Days Traveling to HeaveWe all entered the
cloud together, and were seven days ascendingetsdh of glass, when
Jesus brought the crowns, and with His own rigimdhplaced them on our
heads. He gave us harps of gold and palms of yictdere on the sea of
glass the 144,000 stood in a perfect square. Sdrtieem had very bright
crowns, others not so bright. Some crowns appdaeasly with stars, while
others had but few. All were perfectly satisfiedhwiheir crowns. And they
were all clothed with a glorious white mantle fraheir shoulders to their
feet. Angels were all about us as we marched dwesé¢a of glass to the gate
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of the city. Jesus raised His mighty, glorious alan] hold of the pearly

gate, swung it back on its glittering hinges, aaid $o0 us, "You have washed
your robes in My blood, stood stiffly for My trutknter in." We all marched
in and felt that we had a perfect right in the city

Jesus Welcomes the Redeemed to the New Jerusalédefore the
ransomed throng is the Holy City. Jesus opens tWidegearly gates, and the
nations that have kept the truth enter in. Thesy thehold the Paradise of
God, the home of Adam in his innocency. Then tlate;, richer than any
music that ever fell on mortal ear, is heard, sgyfiiYour conflict is ended."
"Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdanepared for you from
the foundation of the world."

Now is fulfilled the Saviour's prayer for His dipts: "l will that they
also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me wherenl"d'Faultless before
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy" (J@d@, Christ presents to
the Father the purchase of His blood, declaringgredHam |, and the children
whom Thou hast given Me." "Those that Thou gavestl Mave kept."

Oh, the wonders of redeeming love! the rapturehat hour when the
infinite Father, looking upon the ransomed, shahdld His image, sin's
discord banished, its blight removed, and the huorae more in harmony
with the divine!

With unutterable love, Jesus welcomes His faitlumés to the joy of
their Lord. The Saviour's joy is in seeing, in Kiegdom of glory, the souls
that have been saved by His agony and humilia#owd the redeemed will
be sharers in His joy, as they behold, among tlkesseld, those who have
been won to Christ through their prayers, theirotab and their loving
sacrifice. As they gather about the great whiteribr gladness unspeakable
will fill their hearts, when they behold those whaoimey have won for Christ,
and see that one has gained others, and thesetlsélis, all brought into the
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haven of rest, there to lay their crowns at Jdses'and praise Him through
the endless cycles of eternity.

The Two Adams Meet in the Holy City-As the ransomed ones are
welcomed to the City of God, there rings out upoa &ir an exultant cry of
adoration. The two Adams are about to meet. The &ddod is standing
with outstretched arms to receive the father ofrage--the being whom He
created, who sinned against his Maker, and for wisis the marks of the
crucifixion are borne upon the Saviour's form. Adafn discerns the prints
of the cruel nails, he does not fall upon the bosmimhis Lord, but in
humiliation casts himself at His feet, crying: "Wy, worthy is the Lamb
that was slain!" Tenderly the Saviour lifts him apd bids him look once
more upon the Eden home from which he has so leeg kexiled.

After his expulsion from Eden, Adam's life on eawtfas filled with
sorrow. Every dying leaf, every victim of sacrifjavery blight upon the fair
face of nature, every stain upon man's purity, a/ér®sh reminder of his sin.
Terrible was the agony of remorse as he beheldityigdbounding, and, in
answer to his warnings, met the reproaches cast bpaself as the cause of
sin. With patient humility he bore, for nearly atisand years, the penalty of
transgression. Faithfully did he repent of hisamal trust in the merits of the
promised Saviour, and he died in the hope of arrestion. The Son of God
redeemed man's failure and fall; and now, througl tork of the
atonement, Adam is reinstated in his first dominion

Transported with joy, he beholds the trees thatwace his delight--the
very trees whose fruit he himself had gatherechendays of his innocence
and joy. He sees the vines that his own hands tiawved, the very flowers
that he once loved to care for. His mind graspsréiadity of the scene; he
comprehends that this is indeed Eden restored, ogety now than when
he was banished from it. The Saviour leads hinféotitee of life and plucks
the glorious fruit and bids him eat. He looks abbunh and beholds a
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multitude of his family redeemed, standing in treedélise of God. Then he
casts his glittering crown at the feet of Jesus, &alting upon His breast,
embraces the Redeemer. He touches the golden &adpthe vaults of
heaven echo the triumphant song: "Worthy, worthgrthy is the Lamb that
was slain, and lives again!" The family of Adamedakp the strain and cast
their crowns at the Saviour's feet as they bowreefom in adoration.

This reunion is witnessed by the angels who wephatfall of Adam
and rejoiced when Jesus, after His resurrectiaceratked to heaven, having
opened the grave for all who should believe onrdisie. Now they behold
the work of redemption accomplished, and they uthiégr voices in the song
of praise.

Standing With The Lamb Upon the Sea of GlassUpon the crystal
sea before the throne, that sea of glass as it wingled with fire--so
resplendent is it with the glory of God--are gadltethe company that have
"gotten the victory over the beast, and over higga) and over his mark, and
over the number of his name." With the Lamb uporulMdZion, "having the
harps of God," they stand, the hundred and forti/faar thousand that were
redeemed from among men; and there is heard, aothe of many waters,
and as the sound of a great thunder, "the voideangders harping with their
harps." And they sing "a new song" before the tr@asong which no man
can learn save the hundred and forty and four #omalisit is the song of
Moses and the Lamb--a song of deliverance.

None but the hundred and forty-four thousand caml¢hat song; for it
IS the song of their experience--an experience asaio other company have
ever had. "These are they which follow the Lambtiadnsoever He goeth."”
These, having been translated from the earth, faomong the living, are
counted as "the first fruits unto God and to thenbd' Revelation 15:2, 3;
14:1-5. "These are they which came out of gredulkaition;" they have
passed through the time of trouble such as never swzce there was a
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nation; they have endured the anguish of the tifndaoob's trouble; they
have stood without an intercessor through the fimatpouring of God's
judgments. But they have been delivered, for theeyeh'washed their robes,
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb."tHair mouth was found
no guile: for they are without fault" before God.herefore are they before
the throne of God, and serve Him day and nightis telmple: and He that
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them."

They have seen the earth wasted with famine antlgre®, the sun
having power to scorch men with great heat, ang tihemselves have
endured suffering, hunger, and thirst. But "theglldhunger no more, neither
thirst any more; neither shall the sun light onnthaor any heat. For the
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall féleeim, and shall lead them
unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wagway all tears from their
eyes." Revelation 7:14-17.
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Chapter 6

Our Eternal Inheritance

Immortal Inheritance --Language fails to express the value of the
immortal inheritance. The glory, riches, and hooféered by the Son of God
are of such infinite value that it is beyond theveo of men or even angels to
give any just idea of their worth, their excellenteeir magnificence. If men,
plunged in sin and degradation, refuse these héabemefits, refuse a life
of obedience, trample upon the gracious invitatimingiercy, and choose the
paltry things of earth because they are seen, arsddonvenient for their
present enjoyment to pursue a course of sin, Jedlusarry out the figure in
the parable; such shall not taste of His glory, thé invitation will be
extended to another class.

Inheritors at Last--Not until the personal advent of Christ can His
people receive the kingdom.... Man in his presttess mortal, corruptible;
but the kingdom of God will be incorruptible, enohgy forever. Therefore
man in his present state cannot enter into theddangof God. But when
Jesus comes, He confers immortality upon His peagudel then He calls
them to inherit the kingdom of which they have artlb been only heirs.

Life Insurance--Through the agency of the Holy Spirit, God wokks
moral change in the lives of His people, changiment into the likeness of
Christ. Then, when the last trumpet call shall hethe ears of the dead who
sleep in Christ, they will come forth to a new Jitdothed with the garments
of salvation. They enter in through the gates th City of God, welcomed
to the happiness and joy of their Lord. Would tivat all could understand
and ever keep in mind the joys that await those wdep their eyes on the
pattern Christ Jesus, and in this life seek to faramaracter like His.
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The Word of God contains our life insurance polity.eat the flesh and
drink the blood of the Son of God means to stu@yWhord and to carry that
Word into the life in obedience to all its preceftiose who thus partake of
the Son of God become partakers of the divine eatume with Christ. They
breathe a holy atmosphere, in which only the sanl tculy live. They carry
in their lives an assurance of the holy principleseived from the Word--
their lives are worked by the power of the Holy rBpiand they have an
earnest of the immortality that will be theirs thgh the death and
resurrection of Christ. Should the earthly bodyajye¢he principles of their
faith sustain them, for they are partakers of tivend nature. Because Christ
was raised from the dead, they grasp the pledgéenf resurrection, and
eternal life is their reward.

This truth is an eternal truth, because Christ Kimgught it. He has
engaged to raise the righteous dead, for He gasdifdifor the life of the
world. "As the living Father hath sent me, andrélby the Father: so he that
eateth me, even he shall live by me" (John 6:37an the bread of life: he
that cometh to me shall never hunger" (verse 35).

Mansions Prepared for RedeemedHow great will be the joy when
the redeemed of the Lord shall all meet--gatheméalthe mansions prepared
for them! Oh, what rejoicing for all who have beenpartial, unselfish
laborers together with God in carrying forward Mierk in the earth! What
satisfaction will every reaper have, when the ¢leawnsical voice of Jesus
shall be heard, saying, "Come, ye blessed of Miadfainherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the worltEnhter thou into the joy
of thy Lord."

Title to the Kingdom--We have His promise. We hold the title deeds to
real estate in the kingdom of glory. Never werke tdeeds drawn up more
strictly according to law, or signed more legibilgan those that give God's
people a right to the heavenly mansions. "Let rairyheart be troubled,"
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Christ says: "ye believe in God, believe also in memy Father's house are
many mansions: if it were not so, | would have tgtdi. | go to prepare a
place for you. And if | go and prepare a placeyfou, | will come again, and

receive you unto myself; that where | am, therengy be also" (John 14:1-
3)

Crowns for the Faithful--When the Lord makes up His jewels, the true,
the frank, the honest, will be looked upon with gslere. Angels are
employed in making crowns for such ones, and upmsea star-gemmed
crowns will be reflected, with splendor, the lighhich radiates from the
throne of God.

Talk of heavenly things. Talk of Jesus, His love$ia and glory, and of
His undying love for you, and let your heart flowton love and gratitude to
Him, who died to save you. O, get ready to meet yaurd in peace. Those
who are ready will soon receive an unfading crowmife, and will dwell
forever in the kingdom of God, with Christ, withgals, and with those who
have been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ.

A crown of glory ... is laid up for us who wait, caitove, and long for,
the appearing of the Saviour.

It is the waiting ones who are to be crowned witbryg honor, and
immortality. You need not talk ... of the honorstloé world, or the praise of
its great ones. They are all vanity. Let but timgér of God touch them, and
they would soon go back to dust again. | want hdhat is lasting, honor
that is immortal, honor that will never perish;rawn that is richer than any
crown that ever decked the brow of a monarch.

In that day the redeemed will shine forth in therglof the Father and
His Son. The angels of heaven, touching their goldarps, will welcome
the King, and those who are the trophies of Hisonic-those who have been
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washed and made white in the blood of the Lamborigsof triumph will
peal forth, filling all heaven. Christ has conqukreéle enters the heavenly
courts accompanied by His redeemed ones, the wi#sdhat His mission of
suffering and self-sacrifice has not been in vain..

| saw a very great number of angels bring fromdibeglorious crowns-
-a crown for every saint, with his name writtenrdmn. As Jesus called for
the crowns, angels presented them to Him, and Mighown right hand the
lovely Jesus placed the crowns on the heads ofséimats. In the same
manner the angels brought the harps, and Jesusnpedsthem also to the
saints. The commanding angels first struck the ,natel then every voice
was raised in grateful, happy praise, and every ls&illfully swept over the
strings of the harp, sending forth melodious musicrich and perfect
strains....

Within the city there was everything to feast tlye.eRich glory they
beheld everywhere. Then Jesus looked upon His mestbesaints; their
countenances were radiant with glory; and as Hedfidis loving eyes upon
them, He said, with His rich, musical voice, "l b&hthe travail of My soul,
and am satisfied. This rich glory is yours to engigrnally. Your sorrows
are ended. There shall be no more death, neitmBsvémor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain." ...

| then saw Jesus leading His people to the trdéeof. Upon the tree of
life was most beautiful fruit, of which the saimsuld partake freely; in the
city was a most glorious throne, from which proased pure river of water
of life, clear as crystal. On each side of thieriwas the tree of life, and on
the banks of the river were other beautiful treesrimg fruit....

Language is altogether too feeble to attempt arghé®m of heaven. As
the scene rises before me, | am lost in amazen@antied away with the
surpassing splendor and excellent glory, | lay ddiae pen, and exclaim,

39



"Oh, what love! what wondrous love!" The most egdlianguage fails to
describe the glory of heaven or the matchless gdegfth Saviour's love.

Rich Robes and Glorious CrownsThe heirs of God have come from
garrets, from hovels, from dungeons, from scaffofdsm mountains, from
deserts, from the caves of the earth, from thercavef the sea. But they are
no longer feeble, afflicted, scattered, and opmeskienceforth they are to
be ever with the Lord. They stand before the thrdad in richer robes than
the most honored of the earth have ever worn. Tdi@y crowned with
diadems more glorious than were ever placed upenbtiow of earthly
monarchs. The days of pain and weeping are foremded. The King of
glory has wiped the tears from all faces; everyseaof grief has been
removed. Amid the waving of palm-branches they pfmuth a song of
praise, clear, sweet, and harmonious; every vaikestup the strain, until the
anthem swells through the vaults of Heaven.

Crowns, Harps, and Palm BranchesBefore entering the City of God,
the Saviour bestows upon His followers the embleimgctory and invests
them with the insignia of their royal state. Thétgting ranks are drawn up
in the form of a hollow square about their King,osh form rises in majesty
high above saint and angel, whose countenance bepors them full of
benignant love. Throughout the unnumbered hosthef redeemed every
glance is fixed upon Him, every eye beholds Higylehose "visage was so
marred more than any man, and His form more tharstims of men." Upon
the heads of the overcomers, Jesus with His ownrt hignd places the crown
of glory. For each there is a crown, bearing his dmew name" (Revelation
2:17), and the inscription, "Holiness to the Lorth"every hand are placed
the victor's palm and the shining harp. Then, as dbmmanding angels
strike the note, every hand sweeps the harp strmgjs skillful touch,
awaking sweet music in rich, melodious strains. tRepunutterable thrills
every heart, and each voice is raised in grateaibp: "Unto Him that loved
us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, lsath made us kings
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and priests unto God and His Father; to Him beygémd dominion for ever
and ever." Revelation 1:5, 6.
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Chapter 7

A Heavenly Atmosphere

The Christian's Summer-This earth is the place of preparation for
heaven. The time spent here is the Christian'sewittere the chilly winds
of affliction blow upon us, and the waves of trailpbll against us. But in
the near future, when Christ comes, sorrow andirsighvill be forever
ended. Then will be the Christian's summer. Alllgiwill be over, and there
will be no more sickness or death. "God shall vapay all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neithesvgpnor crying ... : for the
former things are passed away."Ms 28, 1886 quatedhe S.D.A. Bible
Commentary 7:988.

Trials Cannot Be Recalled-We tried to call up our greatest trials, but
they looked so small compared with the far moreeeding and eternal
weight of glory that surrounded us, that we cowt speak them out, and we
all cried out, Alleluia! heaven is cheap enoughd are touched our golden
harps and made heaven's arches ring.

A Happy Family--The nations of the saved will know no other ldart
the law of heaven. All will be a happy, united fmiclothed with the
garments of praise and thanksgiving. Over the stie®manorning stars will
sing together, and the sons of God will shout &y, while God and Christ
will unite in proclaiming, "There shall be no maim, neither shall there be
any more death.

Realization Greater Than Expectation-Christ accepted humanity, and
lived on this earth a pure, sanctified life. Fastreason He has received the
appointment of judge. He who occupies the positadnjudge is God
manifest in the flesh. What a joy it will be to ogmize in Him our Teacher
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and Redeemer, bearing still the marks of the asaaif, from which shine
beams of glory, giving additional value to the cnemvhich the redeemed
receive from His hands, the very hands outstretahedlessing over His
disciples as He ascended. The very voice which, sam | am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world," bids Hiss@med ones welcome to
His presence.

The very One who gave His precious life for thenmowy His grace
moved their hearts to repentance, who awakened tioemheir need of
repentance, receives them now into His joy. Oh, liogy love Him! The
realization of their hope is infinitely greater thtneir expectation. Their joy
iIs complete, and they take their glittering crowarsd cast them at their
Redeemer's feet.

God Has Not Revealed AHThe Lord has made every provision for our
happiness in the future life, but He has made melations regarding these
plans, and we are not to speculate concerning théather are we to
measure the conditions of the future life by thedittons of this life.

Matters of vital importance have been plainly régdan the Word of
God. These subjects are worthy of our deepest titol8ut we are not to
search into matters on which God has been silarheShave put forth the
speculation that the redeemed will not have gray. h@ther foolish
suppositions have been put forward, as though these matters of
importance. May God help His people to think ragibn When questions
arise upon which we are uncertain, we should aakdt saith the Scripture?

Jesus Will Explain--Long have we waited for our Saviour's return. But
none the less sure is the promise. Soon we shaft ber promised home.
There Jesus will lead us beside the living strelamifg from the throne of
God, and will explain to us the dark providencestigh which He led us in
order to perfect our characters. There we shall meeevery hand the
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beautiful trees of Paradise, in the midst of thém tree of life. There we
shall behold with undimmed vision the beauties déi restored. There we
shall cast at the feet of our Redeemer the crowasHe has placed on our
heads, and, touching our golden harps, we shat pffaise and thanksgiving
to Him that sitteth on the throne.

Full of Joy--Heaven is full of joy. It resounds with the pessof Him
who made so wonderful a sacrifice for the redenmpted the human race.
Should not the church on earth be full of praisé®uid not Christians
publish throughout the world the joy of serving Stit Those who in heaven
join with the angelic choir in their anthem of @@imust learn on earth the
song of heaven, the keynote of which is thanksgivin

Jesus will receive you, all polluted as you arel all wash you in His
blood, and cleanse you from all pollution, and mg&e fit for the society of
heavenly angels, in a pure, harmonious heaven.eTigemo jar, no discord,
there. All is health, happiness, and joy.

No Pain There-Pain cannot exist in the atmosphere of heaverrel'h
will be no more tears, no funeral trains, no badgfasnourning. "There shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying:at.the former things are
passed away." "The inhabitant shall not say, | ekt she people that dwell
therein shall be forgiven their iniquity." Revetti21:4; Isaiah 33:24.

Holiness Reigns Supremeln heaven God is all in all. There, holiness
reigns supreme; there is nothing to mar the petfaagnony with God. If we
are indeed journeying thither, the spirit of heawvah dwell in our hearts
here. But if we find no pleasure now in the contitpn of heavenly things;
if we have no interest in seeking the knowledgeGafd, no delight in
beholding the character of Christ; if holiness hasattractions for us--then
we may be sure that our hope of heaven is vairfe&econformity to the
will of God is the high aim to be constantly beftine Christian. He will love
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to talk of God, of Jesus, of the home of bliss andty which Christ has
prepared for them that love Him. The contemplaténhese themes, when
the soul feasts upon the blessed assurances oftl@odpostle represents as
tasting "the powers of the world to come.

Perfect Order--God is a God of order. Everything connected with
heaven is in perfect order; subjection and thorodgtipline mark the
movements of the angelic host. Success can onlgndittorder and
harmonious action. God requires order and systehisnvork now no less
than in the days of Israel. All who are working felim are to labor
intelligently, not in a careless, haphazard manHerwould have His work
done with faith and exactness, that He may plaeestdal of His approval
upon it.

Full Equality --The selfish principles exercised on the earthrarethe
principles which will prevail in heaven. All menasid on an equality in
heaven.

Rest Is Promised-God designs that all shall be workers. The tgilin
beast of burden answers the purpose of its credieiter than does the
indolent man. God is a constant worker. The angedsworkers; they are
ministers of God to the children of men. Those Wjak forward to a heaven
of inactivity will be disappointed, for the economy heaven provides no
place for the gratification of indolence. But tcetiveary and heavy-laden
rest is promised. It is the faithful servant whdlvwie welcomed from his
labors to the joy of his Lord. He will lay off hemmor with rejoicing, and
will forget the noise of battle in the glorious trggepared for those who
conquer through the cross of Calvary.

Spirit of Unselfish Love Reigns-In his sinless state, man held joyful
communion with Him "in whom are hid all the treassirof wisdom and
knowledge." Colossians 2:3. But after his sin, beld no longer find joy in
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holiness, and he sought to hide from the preseh&god. Such is still the
condition of the unrenewed heart. It is not in hang with God, and finds
no joy in communion with Him.

The sinner could not be happy in God's presenceydwdd shrink from
the companionship of holy beings. Could he be piedhito enter heaven, it
would have no joy for him. The spirit of unselfifbve that reigns there--
every heart responding to the heart of Infinite é&ewould touch no
answering chord in his soul. His thoughts, hisredés, his motives, would
be alien to those that actuate the sinless dwetle#se. He would be a
discordant note in the melody of heaven. Heavenldvbe to him a place of
torture; he would long to be hidden from Him whatsslight, and the center
of its joy.

It is no arbitrary decree on the part of God thalwdes the wicked from
heaven; they are shut out by their own unfithesstéocompanionship. The
glory of God would be to them a consuming fire. yheould welcome
destruction, that they might be hidden from theefa¢ Him who died to
redeem them.

Social Life--There we shall know even as also we are knowerd'the
loves and sympathies that God has planted in tbéwed find truest and
sweetest exercise. The pure communion with holypdseithe harmonious
social life with the blessed angels and with théhfal ones of all ages, the
sacred fellowship that binds together "the wholelika in heaven and
earth"all are among the experiences of the hereafte
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Chapter 8

Face-to-Face at Last

A New View of Heaven-What a source of joy to the disciples to know
that they had such a Friend in heaven to pleatieir behalf! Through the
visible ascension of Christ all their views and teomplation of heaven are
changed. Their minds had formerly dwelt upon itaasegion of unlimited
space, tenanted by spirits without substance. Neavén was connected
with the thought of Jesus, whom they had loved mw&renced above all
others, with whom they had conversed and journeyduym they had
handled, even in His resurrected body, who hadapdiope and comfort to
their hearts, and who, while the words were upanligs, had been taken up
before their eyes, the tones of His voice comingklta them as the cloudy
chariot of angels received Him: "Lo, | am with yalway, even unto the end
of the world."

Heaven could no longer appear to them as an intkefin
incomprehensible space, filled with intangible gpirThey now looked upon
it as their future home, where mansions were beirggpared for them by
their loving Redeemer. Prayer was clothed with\a im¢erest, since it was a
communion with their Saviour. With new and thrifiemotions and a firm
confidence that their prayer would be answeredy tiethered in the upper
chamber to offer their petitions and to claim therpise of the Saviour, who
had said, "Ask, and ye shall receive, that yourrjmy be full." They prayed
in the name of Jesus.

They had a gospel to preachChrist in human form, a man of sorrows;
Christ in humiliation, taken by wicked hands anductfied; Christ
resurrected, and ascended to heaven, into thenmeesd God, to be man's
Advocate; Christ to come again with power and ggtaty in the clouds of
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heaven.

This Same JesusChrist had ascended to heaven in the form of
humanity. The disciples had beheld the cloud recélim. The same Jesus
who had walked and talked and prayed with them; Wwao broken bread
with them; who had been with them in their boatglmn lake; and who had
that very day toiled with them up the ascent ofv€li-the same Jesus had
now gone to share His Father's throne. And thelarga assured them that
the very One whom they had seen go up into heaveunld come again even
as He had ascended. He will come "with clouds; every eye shall see
Him."

"The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven witlsheut, with the
voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of Gadd the dead in Christ
shall rise." "The Son of man shall come in His gJand all the holy angels
with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of lglery.” Revelation 1:7; 1
Thessalonians 4:16; Matthew 25:31. Thus will bdilfetl the Lord's own
promise to His disciples: "If | go and prepare acgl for you, | will come
again, and receive you unto Myself; that where | #mare ye may be also."
John 14:3. Well might the disciples rejoice in bimge of their Lord's return.

The disciples were still looking earnestly towarehthen when, "behold,
two men stood by them in white apparel; which alal, Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesish is taken up from
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner abBaxe seen Him go into
heaven." Acts 1:10, 11.

The promise of Christ's second coming was evertédpt fresh in the
minds of His disciples. The same Jesus whom thelyskan ascending into
heaven, would come again, to take to Himself thomke here below give
themselves to His service. The same voice thatshatlto them, "Lo, | am
with you alway, even unto the end,” would bid thewelcome to His
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presence in the heavenly kingdom.

We Shall See Him As He IsWhen the children of God shall have put
on immortality, they will "see Him as He is." 1 JoB:2. They will stand
before the throne, accepted in the Beloved. Alirteims have been blotted
out, all their transgressions borne away. Now tlvayn look upon the
undimmed glory of the throne of God. They have bearakers with Christ
in His sufferings, they have been workers togethgn Him in the plan of
redemption, and they are partakers with Him injtlyeof seeing souls saved
in the kingdom of God, there to praise God throaljleternity.

"If any man's work abide ... he shall receive aaly' Glorious will be
the reward bestowed when the faithful workers atbeyed about the throne
of God and the Lamb. When John in his mortal sketieeld the glory of
God, he fell as one dead; he was not able to enttheresight. But when
mortal shall have put on immortality, the ransonoees are like Jesus, for
they see Him as He is. They stand before the thrgigaifying that they are
accepted. All their sins are blotted out, all theansgressions borne away.
Now they can look upon the undimmed glory from tiw®ne of God. They
have been partakers with Christ of His sufferirihgy have been workers
together with Him in the plan of redemption, anéythare partakers with
Him in the joy of beholding souls saved throughirthestrumentality to
praise God through all eternity.

Heaven's King-When Christ came to this earth the first time, daene
in lowliness and obscurity, and His life here wase cof suffering and
poverty.... At His second coming all will be chadgéNot as a prisoner
surrounded by a rabble will men see Him, but avéa'a King. Christ will
come in His own glory, in the glory of His Fathand in the glory of the
holy angels. Ten thousand times ten thousand andg#mds of thousands of
angels, the beautiful, triumphant sons of God, @&s8g surpassing
loveliness and glory, will escort Him on His waw.the place of a crown of
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thorns, He will wear a crown of glory--a crown witha crown. In the place
of that old purple robe, He will be clothed in amant of whitest white, "so
as no fuller on earth can white" (Mark 9:3) it. Aoad His vesture and on His
thigh a name will be written, "King of kings, andd of lords."

Received in His Joy-The very One who gave His precious life for
them, who by His grace moved their hearts to reped, who awakened
them to their need of repentance, receives themintawHis joy. Oh, how
they love Him! The realization of their hope isimtely greater than their
expectation. Their joy is complete, and they tdlartglittering crowns and
cast them at their Redeemer's feet.

Destiny Fixed at Second ComingNo literal devil, and probation after
the coming of Christ, are fast becoming popularlesb The Scriptures
plainly declare that every person's destiny isverdixed at the coming of
the Lord. Revelation 22:11, 12: "He that is unjlest,him be unjust still: and
he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and hiat is righteous, let him be
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him bdyhstill. And, behold, | come
quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every maccording as his work
shall be."

A Tie Never to Be Broken-By His life and His death, Christ has
achieved even more than recovery from the ruin gidthrough sin. It was
Satan's purpose to bring about an eternal separagtween God and man;
but in Christ we become more closely united to Euah if we had never
fallen. In taking our nature, the Saviour has botimaself to humanity by a
tie that is never to be broken. Through the eteagals He is linked with us.
"God so loved the world, that He gave His only deggoSon." John 3:16. He
gave Him not only to bear our sins, and to die w@assacrifice; He gave Him
to the fallen race. To assure us of His immutablensel of peace, God gave
His only-begotten Son to become one of the humanlyfaforever to retain
His human nature. This is the pledge that God fwifill His word. "Unto us
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a child is born, unto us a son is given: and theegument shall be upon His
shoulder."

God has adopted human nature in the person of dtisa&hd has carried
the same into the highest heaven. It is the "Somanfh" who shares the
throne of the universe. It is the "Son of man" whosme shall be called,
"Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The evenastather, The Prince
of Peace." Isaiah 9:6. The | AM is the Daysman leetwGod and humanity,
laying His hand upon both. He who is "holy, harma|esndefiled, separate
from sinners," is not ashamed to call us brethirfesrews 7:26; 2:11.

In Christ the family of earth and the family of hea are bound
together. Christ glorified is our brother. Heavenenshrined in humanity,
and humanity is enfolded in the bosom of Infinitave.

One With the Race He Has RedeemedGod so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son." He gave Him noy dallive among men,
to bear their sins, and die their sacrifice. Heegédim to the fallen race.
Christ was to identify Himself with the interestsdaneeds of humanity. He
who was one with God has linked Himself with thédrien of men by ties
that are never to be broken. Jesus is "not ashamedll them brethren”
(Hebrews 2:11); He is our Sacrifice, our Advocaneay; Brother, bearing our
human form before the Father's throne, and thraiginal ages one with the
race He has redeemed--the Son of man. And allthdas man might be
uplifted from the ruin and degradation of sin thatmight reflect the love of
God and share the joy of holiness.

Ransomed Host Christ's Chief Glory-In the intercessory prayer of
Jesus with His Father, He claimed that He hadlledfithe conditions which
made it obligatory upon the Father to fulfill Hiarp of the contract made in
heaven, with regard to fallen man.... He declargssdlf glorified in those
who believe on Him. The church, in His name, isctory to glorious
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perfection the work which He has commenced; andmthat church shall
be finally ransomed in the Paradise of God, He leidk upon the travail of
His soul and be satisfied. Through all eternity thiesomed host will be His
chief glory.

Will Bear Humanity Throughout Eternity --Christ ascended to
heaven, bearing a sanctified, holy humanity. H& tixs humanity with Him
into the heavenly courts, and through the etergakdle will bear it, as the
One who has redeemed every human being in thetiBod, the One who
has pleaded before the Father, "I have graven tngom the palms of my
hands." The palms of His hands bear the marks efwbunds that He
received. If we are wounded and bruised, if we matt difficulties that are
hard to manage, let us remember how much Chrigtreadf for us. Let us sit
together with our brethren in heavenly places inis€hLet us bring heaven's
blessing into our hearts.

Jesus took the nature of humanity, in order to akve man a pure,
unselfish love, to teach us how to love one another

As a man Christ ascended to heaven. As a man tie isubstitute and
surety for humanity. As a man He liveth to makesiogssion for us. He is
preparing a place for all who love Him. As a man wik come again with
power and glory, to receive His children. And tidiich should cause us joy
and thanksgiving is, that God "hath appointed a, dayhe which he will
judge the world in righteousness by that man whenhdth ordained." Then
we may have the assurance forever that the wholallem universe is
interested in the grand work Jesus came to ourdworaccomplish, even the
salvation of man.

Christ has carried His humanity into eternity. Hansls before God as
the representative of our race. When we are clothvéd the wedding
garment of His righteousness, we become one with, ldnd He says of us,
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"They shall walk with me in white: for they are wly." His saints will
behold Him in His glory, with no dimming veil betee.

Christ ascended to heaven, bearing a sanctifidg,womanity. He took
this humanity with Him into the heavenly courtsdathrough the eternal
ages He will bear it, as the One who has redeem&y éduman being in the
city of God.

Christ's Humanity Pledges God's FaithfulnessWe have everything
we could ask to inspire us with faith and trusGiod. In earthly courts, when
a king would make his greatest pledge to assureahhis truth, he gives his
child as a hostage, to be redeemed on the fulfiltno his promise; and
behold what a pledge of the Father's faithfulnémsywhen He would assure
men of the immutability of His council, He gave Hisly-begotten Son to
come to earth, to take the nature of man, not @oyhe brief years of life,
but to retain his nature in the heavenly courtsee@rlasting pledge of the
faithfulness of God. O the depth of the riches hadtthe wisdom and love of
God! "Behold, what manner of love the Father hatbttwed upon us, that
we should be called the sons of God" (1 John 3:1).

A Marvel to the Universe-This is the mystery of godliness. That Christ
should take human nature, and by a life of hunnilraielevate man in the
scale of moral worth with God: that He should catig adopted nature to
the throne of God, and there present His childerihe Father, to have
conferred upon them an honor exceeding that cadarpon the angels--this
is the marvel of the heavenly universe, the mysietiy which angels desire
to look. This is love that melts the sinner's heart
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Chapter 9

Eden Restored

Restored More Gloriously--The Garden of Eden remained upon the
earth long after man had become an outcast fronpl#asant paths. The
fallen race were long permitted to gaze upon theéhof innocence, their
entrance barred only by the watching angels. Atctinerubim-guarded gate
of Paradise the divine glory was revealed. Hitreene Adam and his sons to
worship God. Here they renewed their vows of obewketo that law the
transgression of which had banished them from Ed¢hen the tide of
iniquity overspread the world, and the wickednelsasen determined their
destruction by a flood of waters, the hand that pladited Eden withdrew it
from the earth. But in the final restitution, whignere shall be "a new heaven
and a new earth" (Revelation 21:1), it is to betaesl more gloriously
adorned than at the beginning.

Then they that have kept God's commandments shalhtlie in
immortal vigor beneath the tree of life; and thrbugnending ages the
inhabitants of sinless worlds shall behold, in dp@tden of delight, a sample
of the perfect work of God's creation, untouchedthg curse of sin--a
sample of what the whole earth would have becorad, han but fulfilled
the Creator's glorious plan.

A Vision Given to Moses-He saw the second coming of Christ in
glory, the righteous dead raised to immortal lifeyd the living saints
translated without seeing death, and together dsognwith songs of
gladness to the City of God.

Still another scene opens to his view--the eardledrfrom the curse,
lovelier than the fair Land of Promise so latelyesml out before him. There
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IS no sin, and death cannot enter. There the matdrihe saved find their
eternal home. With joy unutterable Moses looks upba scene--the
fulfillment of a more glorious deliverance than bisghtest hopes have ever
pictured. Their earthly wanderings forever pas, Idrael of God have at last
entered the goodly land.

Eden Shall Bloom Again-When Eden shall bloom on earth again,
God's law of love will be obeyed by all beneathsha.

The Earth Redeemed-The great plan of redemption results in fully
bringing back the world into God's favor. All thaas lost by sin is restored.
Not only man but the earth is redeemed, to be teena abode of the
obedient. For six thousand years Satan has staigglenaintain possession
of the earth. Now God's original purpose in itsatian is accomplished.
"The saints of the Most High shall take the kingdommd possess the
kingdom forever, even forever and ever." DanieB7:1

"From the rising of the sun unto the going dowrthef same the Lord's
name is to be praised." Psalm 113:3. "In that ¢yl $here be one Lord, and
His name one." "And Jehovah shall be king overttadl earth." Zechariah
14:9. Says the Scripture, "Forever, O Lord, Thy dv settled in heaven."
"All His commandments are sure. They stand fastfer and ever." Psalm
119:89; 111:7, 8. The sacred statutes which Saaanhlted and sought to
destroy, will be honored throughout a sinless usiee And "as the earth
bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden caukethhings that are sown in
it to spring forth; so the Lord God will cause rigbusness and praise to
spring forth before all nations." Isaiah 61:11.

When Adam Sees Eden AgaiWhen the faithful dead shall be
resurrected, and the king of glory shall open letbem the gates of the city
of God, and the nations who have kept the trutlereim; what beauty and
glory will meet the astonished sight of those whavén seen no greater
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beauties in the earth than that which they beheltecaying nature after the
threefold curse was upon the earth.

It is impossible to describe Adam's transportsogfas he again beholds
Paradise, the Garden of Eden, his once happy hioome,which, because of
his transgression, he had been so long separatedeHolds the lovely
flowers and trees, of every description for frutdabeauty, every one of
which to designate them he had named while inrfmegence. He sees the
luxuriant vines, which had once been his delightréan upon bowers and
trees.

But when he again beholds the widespread tredeoiith its extended
branches and glowing fruit, and to him again iswgd access to its fruit and
leaves, his gratitude is boundless. He first inratilon bows at the feet of the
King of glory, and then with the redeemed host fsvie song, Worthy,
worthy is the Lamb that was slain. Adam had loserE®y disobeying the
commandments of God. He has now regained that yogalrden by
repentance and faithful obedience. The curse restpdn him for
disobedience, the blessing now for his obedience.
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Chapter 10

Who Will Be There?

Christ's Trophies--In that day the redeemed will shine forth in the
glory of the Father and the Son. The angels, tagctheir golden harps, will
welcome the King and His trophies of victory--thagleo have been washed
and made white in the blood of the Lamb. A songriafnph will peal forth,
filling all heaven. Christ has congquered. He entiérs heavenly courts,
accompanied by His redeemed ones, the withessasHilsamission of
suffering and sacrifice has not been in vain....

Jesus ascended to the Father as a representative bfiman race, and
God will bring those who reflect His image to bahaind share with Him
His glory.

Those Who Share Christ's Suffering-Those who are partakers of
Christ's sufferings will also be partakers of Hisolation and at last sharers
of His glory.

God's Surprises-Many will be in heaven who their neighbors supgabs
would never enter there.

Heavenly Companions-Then the redeemed will be welcomed to the
home that Jesus is preparing for them. There doenpanions will not be the
vile of earth, liars, idolaters, the impure, andoelreving; but they will
associate with those who have overcome Satan awndgh divine grace
have formed perfect characters. Every sinful tengemvery imperfection,
that afflicts them here has been removed by thedlof Christ, and the
excellence and brightness of His glory, far excegdhe brightness of the
sun, is imparted to them. And the moral beauty, peefection of His
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character, shines through them, in worth far exicegethis outward splendor.
They are without fault before the great white tiosharing the dignity and
the privileges of the angels.

Brothers Charles Fitch and Levi Stockman [Two Mitke Adventist
ministers who died shortly before October 22, 1844¢ all went under the
tree [of life], and sat down to look at the glorytbe place, when Brethren
Fitch and Stockman, who had preached the gospé¢heotkingdom, and
whom God had laid in the grave to save them, camwouws and asked us
what we had passed through while they were sleepVetried to call up
our greatest trials, but they looked so small camgbavith the far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory that surr@ahds, that we could not
speak them out, and we all cried out, "Alleluiabwen is cheap enough!"
and we touched our glorious harps and made heaasafiss ring.

Huge Multitude Redeemed-Nearest the throne are those who were
once zealous in the cause of Satan, but who, piuesebrands from the
burning, have followed their Saviour with deepgeime devotion. Next are
those who perfected Christian characters in thesimad falsehood and
infidelity, those who honored the law of God whde tChristian world
declared it void, and the millions, of all ages,omvere martyred for their
faith. And beyond is the "great multitude, whichman could number, of all
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongudsefare the throne, and
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and gaim their hands."
Revelation 7:9. Their warfare is ended, their vigtwon. They have run the
race and reached the prize. The palm branch im Hagids is a symbol of
their triumph, the white robe an emblem of the st righteousness of
Christ which now is theirs.

Christ's Apostles-Amid the ransomed throng are the apostles ofgGhri
the heroic Paul, the ardent Peter, the loved amnthdoJohn, and their
truehearted brethren, and with them the vast Hasiaotyrs.
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Martyrs Buried in Rome--In these underground retreats [the catacombs
in Rome] the followers of Christ buried their deahd here also, when
suspected and proscribed, they found a home. WherLife-giver shall
awaken those who have fought the good fight, mamyaatyr for Christ's
sake will come forth from those gloomy caverns.

His Faithful Ones--With unutterable love, Jesus welcomes His falthfu
ones to the joy of their Lord. The Saviour's joyniseeing, in the kingdom
of glory, the souls that have been saved by Hiswagmd humiliation. And
the redeemed will be sharers in His joy, as thdylik among the blessed,
those who have been won to Christ through theiygrsa their labors, and
their loving sacrifice. As they gather about theajrwhite throne, gladness
unspeakable will fill their hearts, when they behthose whom they have
won for Christ, and see that one has gained othesthese still others, all
brought into the haven of rest, there to lay tleeowns at Jesus' feet and
praise Him through the endless cycles of eternity.

Angels, Saints, and SaviourThe angels will be there, also the
resurrected saints with the martyrs, and the Hesit,cand what will cause us
the most joy, our lovely Saviour, who suffered alneld that we might enjoy
that happiness and freedom, will be there. Hisiglw face will shine
brighter than the sun, and light up the beautiity eand reflect glory all
around.

Children--Children will be there. They will never be engdga strife
or discord. Their love will be fervent and holy.éyhwill also have a crown
of gold upon their heads and a harp in their handisd their little
countenances, that we here see so often troubkkgeanmplexed, will beam
with holy joy, expressive of their perfect freedamd happiness.

A Consolation Letter--Dear Brother: | hardly know what to say to you.
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The news of your wife's death was to me overwhajmincould hardly
believe it and can hardly believe it now. God gawe a view last Sabbath
night which | will write....

| saw that she was sealed and would come up atdice of God and
stand upon the earth, and would be with the 144,0¢&w we need not
mourn for her; she would rest in the time of trayldnd all that we could
mourn for was our loss in being deprived of her pany. | saw her death
would result in good.

Those Who Come to God in FaithGod justly condemns all who do
not make Christ their personal Saviour; but He pasdevery soul who
comes to Him in faith, and enables him to work therks of God, and
through faith to be one with Christ. Jesus saythes$e, "l in them, and thou
in me, that they may be made perfect in one [thisyworings perfection of
character]; and that the world may know that thastlsent me, and hast
loved them, as thou hast loved me" (John 17:23).

The Lord has made every provision whereby man naa lfull and free
salvation, and be complete in Him. God designs lthatchildren shall have
the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness,alhatay have the light of
truth. God has provided salvation for the worldndihite cost, even through
the gift of His only-begotten Son. The apostle askie that spared not his
own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shal not with him also
freely give us all things?" (Romans 8:32). Thewd are not saved, the fault
will not be on the part of God, but on our partattwe have failed to
cooperate with the divine agencies. Our will has caoncided with God's
will.

Those Who Look to JesusHe who is trying to reach heaven by his
own works in keeping the law, is attempting an isgbility. Man cannot be
saved without obedience, but his works should retob himself; Christ
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should work in him to will and to do of His goodepbkure. If a man could
save himself by his own works, he might have somgtm himself in which
to rejoice. The effort that man makes in his owerggth to obtain salvation,
IS represented by the offering of Cain. All thatm@an do without Christ is
polluted with selfishness and sin; but that whiglwrought through faith is
acceptable to God. When we seek to gain heavemghrohe merits of
Christ, the soul makes progress. Looking unto Jakesauthor and finisher
of our faith, we may go on from strength to stréndtom victory to victory;
for through Christ the grace of God has workedoautcomplete salvation.

Without faith it is impossible to please God. Ligidaith enables its
possessor to lay hold on the merits of Christ, Emsahim to derive great
comfort and satisfaction from the plan of salvation

Those Who Cling to JesusOur Saviour is the ladder which Jacob saw,
whose base rested on the earth and whose topmostisaeached the
highest heavens. This shows the appointed methadleétion. If any of us
are finally saved, it will be by clinging to Jesasto the rounds of a ladder.

Elect Obey With Childlike Simplicity --The Father sets His love upon
His elect people who live in the midst of men. Téese the people whom
Christ has redeemed by the price of His own bloawl because they
respond to the drawing of Christ, through the senggr mercy of God, they
are elected to be saved as His obedient childrponithem is manifested the
free grace of God, the love wherewith He hath lotreem. Everyone who
will humble himself as a little child, who will recre and obey the word of
God with a child's simplicity, will be among theeet of God.

The 144,0060We were on our way to Mount Zion. As we were
traveling along, we met a company who were alsingaat the glories of the
place. | noticed red as a border on their garmeimés; crowns were brilliant;
their robes were pure white. As we greeted themsked Jesus who they
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were. He said they were martyrs that had been &aiHim. With them was
an innumerable company of little ones; they hadea tof red on their
garments also. Mount Zion was just before us, andh® mount was a
glorious temple, and about it were seven other r@ns, on which grew
roses and lilies. And | saw the little ones clinob, if they chose, use their
little wings and fly to the top of the mountainsidapluck the never-fading
flowers.

There were all kinds of trees around the templeetautify the place--the
box, the pine, the fir, the oil, the myrtle, thenpegranate, and the fig tree
bowed down with the weight of its timely figs; tieesade the place all over
glorious. And as we were about to enter the temjdeus raised His lovely
voice and said, "Only the 144,000 enter this pla@d we shouted,
"Alleluia!

This temple was supported by seven pillars, alrafsparent gold, set
with pearls most glorious. The wonderful thingshlete saw, | cannot
describe. Oh, that | could talk in the languag€ahaan, then could | tell a
little of the glory of the better world. | saw tleetables of stone in which the
names of the 144,000 were engraved in letters lof go

God's Promise to Ellen White-The Lord has given me a view of other
worlds. Wings were given me, and an angel atterdedrom the city to a
place that was bright and glorious.... | beggethgfattending angel to let me
remain in that place. | could not bear the thouwgldoming back to this dark
world again. Then the angel said, "You must go baaokl if you are faithful,
you, with the 144,000, shall have the privilegevisiting all the worlds and
viewing the handiwork of God."

Abel Will Receive Immortality --At His second coming all the precious
dead, from righteous Abel to the last saint thasdshall awake to glorious,
immortal life.
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Abraham's Eternal PossessionThe plan of redemption was here
opened to him, in the death of Christ, the greatifsee, and His coming in
glory. Abraham saw also the earth restored to derEbeauty, to be given
him for an everlasting possession, as the finalcmdplete fulfillment of the
promise.

Overcomers Will Receive Crown-Let no man flatter himself that he is
a successful man unless he preserves the integriys conscience, giving
himself wholly to the truth and to God. We shouldva steadily forward,
never losing heart or hope in the good work, whattékials beset our path,
whatever moral darkness may encompass us. Patiénte, and love for
duty are the lessons we must learn. Subduing sdlii@oking to Jesus is an
everyday work. The Lord will never forsake the sthat trusts in Him and
seeks His aid. The crown of life is placed only mpie brow of the
overcomer. There is, for everyone, earnest, solank for God while life
lasts. As Satan's power increases and his devieesmaltiplied, skill,
aptness, and sharp generalship should be exeloysttbse in charge of the
flock of God. Not only have we each a work to dodar own souls, but we
have also a duty to arouse others to gain etafaal |

If you would be a saint in heaven you must firstab®aint on earth. The
traits of character you cherish in life will not beanged by death or by the
resurrection. You will come up from the grave witle same disposition you
manifested in your home and in society. Jesus doeshange the character
at His coming. The work of transformation must e now. Our daily
lives are determining our destiny. Defects of chmmamust be repented of
and overcome through the grace of Christ, and arstnical character must
be formed while in this probationary state, that may be fitted for the
mansions above.

God's original purpose in the creation of the eastlfulfilled as it is
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made the eternal abode of the redeemed. "The dghtshall inherit the
land, and dwell therein forever."

Then we shall enjoy with Him all the glories of tierld to come
throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity.... Tisamething in the kingdom
of God to disturb or annoy. This is the life thepromised to the overcomer-
-a life of happiness and peace, a life of love la@auty.... There is no sin, no
distracting care, nothing to mar the peace of habitant.

Those that overcome the world, the flesh, and t&al,dwill be the
favored ones who shall receive the seal of thendqvisod. Those whose
hands are not clean, whose hearts are not puldenatihave the seal of the
living God. Those who are planning sin and actingill be passed by. Only
those who, in their attitude before God, are fijlitthe position of those who
are repenting and confessing their sins in the tgessi-typical day of
atonement, will be recognized and marked as woath(od's protection.
The names of those who are steadfastly lookingvasiting and watching
for the appearing of their Saviour--more earneathg wishfully than they
who wait for the morning--will be numbered with #swho are sealed.

Those who, while having all the light of truth ftaisg upon their souls,
should have works corresponding to their avowethfdut are allured by
sin, setting up idols in their hearts, corruptimgit souls before God, and
polluting those who unite with them in sin, willlieatheir names blotted out
of the book of life, and be left in midnight darlsse having no oil in their
vessels with their lamps. "Unto you that fear Mymmashall the Sun of
Righteousness arise with healing in His wings."

There is a heaven before us, a crown of life to. Burt to the overcomer
only is the reward given. He who gains heaven roastlothed with the robe
of righteousness. "Every man that hath this hopaim purifieth himself,
even as he is pure." In the character of Christetiveas no discord of any
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kind. And this must be our experience. Our livesstrhe controlled by the
principles that controlled His life.

Faithful, Exalted, and Honored--The glories that await the faithful
overcomer are beyond any description. The Lord gvilatly honor and exalt
His faithful ones. They shall grow like the cedand their comprehension
will be certainly increasing. And at every advans&age of knowledge their
anticipation will fall far beneath the reality. "&yhath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of timenthings which God hath
prepared for them that love him" (1 Corinthians)2®ur work now is to
prepare for those mansions that God is preparinthse who love Him and
keep His commandments.... The Lord Jesus will gelavery mind and
heart for the reception of the Holy Spirit.

Those Who Have Come Back to the Fold--When the nstaf
persecution really breaks upon us, the true shedb hear the true
Shepherd's voice. Self-denying efforts will be farth to save the lost, and
many who have strayed from the fold will come bagkfollow the great
Shepherd.

His Well Beloved Brothers-The black man's name is written in the
book of life beside the white man's. All are oneGhrist. Birth, station,
nationality, or color cannot elevate or degrade .niée character makes the
man. If a red man, a Chinaman, or an African gikiesheart to God in
obedience and faith, Jesus loves him none thddes$ss color. He calls him
His well-beloved brother.

Those the Redeemed Have Taught About Jest§he redeemed will
meet and recognize those whose attention they tiseeted to the uplifted
Saviour. What blessed converse they have with thegks! "l was a sinner,"
it will be said, "without God and without hope imetworld, and you came to
me and drew my attention to the precious Savioumgsonly hope." ...
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Others will say, "l was a heathen in heathen laiast left your friends and
comfortable home and came to teach me how to fesdis) and believe in
Him as the only true God. | demolished my idols awatshiped God, and
now | see Him face to face. | am saved, eternalied, ever to behold Him
whom | love."

Soul Winners-Every wise steward of the means entrusted to laith,
enter into the joy of his Lord. What is this joyRikewise, | say unto you,
there is joy in the presence of the angels of Gudr mne sinner that
repenteth." There will be a blessed commendatidmlyabenediction, on the
faithful winners of souls. They will join the reg@ng ones in heaven, who
shout the harvest home.

Those Who Have Heaven in Their HeartsTo His faithful followers
Christ has been a daily companion and familiamftieThey have lived in
close contact, in constant communion with God. Ugiaam the glory of the
Lord has risen. In them the light of the knowleddé¢he glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ has been reflected. Now tamgyce in the undimmed
rays of the brightness and glory of the King in Himjesty. They are
prepared for the communion of heaven; for they Haas/en in their hearts.

With uplifted heads, with the bright beams of then®f Righteousness
shining upon them, with rejoicing that their redeimp draweth nigh, they
go forth to meet the Bridegroom, saying, "Lo, tlesour God; we have
waited for Him, and He will save us." Isaiah 25:9.

"And | heard as it were the voice of a great mudte, and as the voice
of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thumags;i saying, Alleluia; for
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad asoice, and give
honour to Him; for the marriage of the Lamb is coraad His wife hath
made herself ready.... And he saith unto me, WHtessed are they which
are called unto the marriage supper of the Lantdé' is Lord of lords, and
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King of kings; and they that are with Him are cdlleand chosen, and
faithful." Revelation 19:6-9; 17:14.

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Noah, Danielln another passage from the
book A Word to the Little Flock, | speak of sceng®n the new earth, and
state that | there saw holy men of old, "Abrahasaakt, Jacob, Noah, Daniel
and many like them.

Those Who Have Followed the PatteraThe waiting saints will be
looking for Him, and gazing into heaven, as wee'tmen of Galilee" when
He ascended from the Mount of Olivet. Then, thaslg who are holy, those
who have followed fully the meek Pattern will, witapturous joy, exclaim
as they behold Him, "Lo, this is our God; we havated for him, and he
will save us." And they will be changed "in a momen the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trump,” that wakes the sleepimgtssaand calls them forth
from their dusty beds, clothed with glorious imnadityy, shouting Victory!
Victory! over death and the grave. The changedsaire caught up together
with them to meet the Lord in the air, never marébé separated from the
object of their love.

Those Who Do His Wilk-The character which we now manifest is
deciding our future destiny. The happiness of heawdl be found by
conforming to the will of God, and if men becomemters of the royal
family in heaven, it will be because heaven hasibagith them on earth....
The righteous will take every grace, every preci@aactified ability, into
the courts above, and exchange earth for heaved.kBows who are the
loyal and true subjects of His kingdom on eartld Hrose who do His will
upon earth as it is done in heaven, will be madeniembers of the royal
family above.--The Review and Herald, March 26,3.8&oted in Sons and
Daughters of God, 361.

Those Who Work in Harmony With God--No one, not even God, can
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carry us to heaven unless we make the necessary @ff our part. We must
put features of beauty into our lives. We must é&tpe unlovely natural
traits that make us unlike Jesus. While God wonksd to will and to do of
His own good pleasure, we must work in harmony Wiiim. The religion of
Christ transforms the heart. It makes the worldipded man heavenly-
minded. Under its influence the selfish man becomreselfish because this
is the character of Christ. The dishonest, schemiag becomes upright, so
that it is second nature to him to do unto otheréi@ would have others do
unto him. The profligate is changed from impurity purity. He forms
correct habits, for the gospel of Christ has bectortém a savor of life unto
life.

Those Who Contemplate Heavenly Thingsin heaven God is all in
all. There holiness reigns supreme; there is ngthm mar the perfect
harmony with God. If we are indeed journeying tarththe spirit of heaven
will dwell in our hearts here. But if we find noealsure now in the
contemplation of heavenly things; if we have noeirast in seeking the
knowledge of God, no delight in beholding the ch#tra of Christ; if
holiness has no attractions for us--then we maysure that our hope of
heaven is vain. Perfect conformity to the will obdis the high aim to be
constantly before the Christian. He will love ttktaf God, of Jesus, of the
home of bliss and purity which Christ has prepdmedhem that love Him.
The contemplation of these themes, when the s@stdeupon the blessed
assurances of God, the apostle represents aggtéstirpowers of the world
to come.,

Those Who Love God and Neighbors"Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, amtth all thy strength, and
with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyselfl'his do, and thou shalt
live" (Luke 10:27, 28). All who will conform theitives to the plain
requirements of God's Word will inherit eternaglif
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Those Who Have Partaken in Christ's SufferingsThose only who
have partaken of the sufferings of the Son of God, have come up through
great tribulation, and have washed their robes made them white in the
blood of the Lamb, can enjoy the indescribableygtord unsurpassed beauty
of heaven.

Those Clothed With Purity--Soon Christ is coming for His people to
take them to the mansions He is preparing for tigm.nothing that defiles
can enter those mansions. Heaven is pure and holy,those who pass
through the gates of the City of God must here Ibthed with inward and
outward purity.

Those Who Have Heard His VoiceThose whom Christ commends in
the judgment may have known little of theology, they have cherished His
principles. Through the influence of the divine r@pthey have been a
blessing to those about them. Even among the healteethose who have
cherished the spirit of kindness; before the waridge had fallen upon their
ears, they have befriended the missionaries, eveistaring to them at the
peril of their own lives. Among the heathen aresthavho worship God
ignorantly, those to whom the light is never braughy human
instrumentality, yet they will not perish. Thouginorant of the written law
of God, they have heard His voice speaking to threnmature, and have done
the things that the law required. Their works ane@nce that the Holy Spirit
has touched their hearts, and they are recogneéueachildren of God.

How surprised and gladdened will be the lowly amtmg nations, and
among the heathen, to hear from the lips of thadbayv"Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these Myhbeget, ye have done it unto
Me"! How glad will be the heart of Infinite Love a&$is followers look up
with surprise and joy at His words of approval!

But not to any class is Christ's love restricted.igientifies Himself with
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every child of humanity. That we might become mersld the heavenly
family, He became a member of the earthly familg. isl the Son of man,
and thus a brother to every son and daughter omAdtas followers are not
to feel themselves detached from the perishingdvarbund them. They are
a part of the great web of humanity; and Heavekdagon them as brothers
to sinners as well as to saints. The fallen, tmmgrand the sinful, Christ's
love embraces; and every deed of kindness donglifb ai fallen soul, every
act of mercy, is accepted as done to Him.
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Chapter 11

Some Are Already in Heaven

Enoch--Enoch's heart was upon eternal treasures. Hdduke:d upon
the celestial city. He had seen the King in Higgilo the midst of Zion. His
mind, his heart, his conversation, were in heavdre greater the existing
iniquity, the more earnest was his longing for bwene of God. While still
on earth, he dwelt, by faith, in the realms of tigh

"Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shallGed." Matthew 5:8. For
three hundred years Enoch had been seeking pdr#yud, that he might be
in harmony with Heaven. For three centuries he walkked with God. Day
by day he had longed for a closer union; nearerraater had grown the
communion, until God took him to Himself. He hadat at the threshold of
the eternal world, only a step between him andahd of the blest; and now
the portals opened, the walk with God, so long perison earth, continued,
and he passed through the gates of the Holy Gy fitst from among men
to enter there.

Moses-Christ Himself, with the angels who had buried 9ds, came
down from heaven to call forth the sleeping sas8dtan had exulted at his
success in causing Moses to sin against God, amsl cbme under the
dominion of death. The great adversary declaret ttite divine sentence--
"Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou returner{€sis 3:19)--gave him
possession of the dead. The power of the gravenbadr been broken, and
all who were in the tomb he claimed as his captivever to be released
from his dark prison house.

For the first time Christ was about to give lifeth@ dead. As the Prince
of life and the shining ones approached the gr@atan was alarmed for his

71



supremacy. With his evil angels he stood to dispneinvasion of the
territory that he claimed as his own. He boasted tihe servant of God had
become his prisoner. He declared that even Mosssnahable to keep the
law of God; that he had taken to himself the gldne to Jehovah--the very
sin which had caused Satan's banishment from heawehby transgression
had come under the dominion of Satan. The arcbtregiterated the original
charges that he had made against the divine gowsmrand repeated his
complaints of God's injustice toward him.

Christ did not stoop to enter into controversy wiiditan. He might have
brought against him the cruel work which his demsy® had wrought in
heaven, causing the ruin of a vast number of iabitants. He might have
pointed to the falsehoods told in Eden, that hatl tee Adam's sin and
brought death upon the human race. He might havended Satan that it
was his own work in tempting Israel to murmuringl aabellion, which had
wearied the long-suffering patience of their leadmnd in an unguarded
moment had surprised him into the sin for whichhael fallen under the
power of death. But Christ referred all to His Fathsaying, "The Lord
rebuke thee." Jude 9.

The Saviour entered into no dispute with His adsgrsbut He then and
there began His work of breaking the power of thieefh foe, and bringing
the dead to life. Here was an evidence that Satald aot controvert, of the
supremacy of the Son of God. The resurrection wasver made certain.
Satan was despoiled of his prey; the righteous deadd live again.

In consequence of sin Moses had come under therpgmv&atan. In his
own merits he was death's lawful captive; but he veased to immortal life,
holding his title in the name of the Redeemer. Mosame forth from the
tomb glorified, and ascended with his Deliveretiie City of God.

Never, till exemplified in the sacrifice of Christere the justice and the
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love of God more strikingly displayed than in Hisatings with Moses. God
shut Moses out of Canaan, to teach a lesson whmhid never be forgotten-
-that He requires exact obedience, and that menoabeware of taking to

themselves the glory which is due to their Makee ¢buld not grant the

prayer of Moses that he might share the inheritarfiderael, but He did not

forget or forsake His servant. The God of heavedetstood the suffering

that Moses had endured; He had noted every aaitbiffiil service through

those long years of conflict and trial. On the td’isgah, God called Moses
to an inheritance infinitely more glorious than teathly Canaan.

Upon the mount of transfiguration Moses was presgetit Elijah, who
had been translated. They were sent as bearerghofand glory from the
Father to His Son. And thus the prayer of Mosegred so many centuries
before, was at last fulfilled. He stood upon theddly mountain,” within the
heritage of his people, bearing witness to Him tmom all the promises to
Israel centered. Such is the last scene revealgwital vision in the history
of that man so highly honored of Heaven.

Elijah --"And it came to pass, as they still went on, dalied, that,
behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and Isoo$dire, and parted them
both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwindihieaven." See 2 Kings
2:1-11.

Elijah was a type of the saints who will be liviag the earth at the time
of the second advent of Christ and who will be tajed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump," withoutstiag of death. 1
Corinthians 15:51, 52. It was as a representativihase who shall be thus
translated that Elijah, near the close of Chrig&thly ministry, was
permitted to stand with Moses by the side of theié@a on the mount of
transfiguration. In these glorified ones, the g&es saw in miniature a
representation of the kingdom of the redeemed. Tdeheld Jesus clothed
with the light of heaven; they heard the "voice olthe cloud" (Luke 9:35),
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acknowledging Him as the Son of God; they saw Mosg®esenting those
who will be raised from the dead at the time of $keond advent; and there
also stood Elijah, representing those who at theecbf earth's history will

be changed from mortal to immortal and be trandldte heaven without

seeing death.

In the desert, in loneliness and discouragemeijgrEhad said that he
had had enough of life and had prayed that he naghtBut the Lord in His
mercy had not taken him at his word. There wasaygteat work for Elijah
to do; and when his work was done, he was not tslpé& discouragement
and solitude. Not for him the descent into the tpmii the ascent with God's
angels to the presence of His glory.

Moses And Elijah--Moses upon the mount of transfiguration was a
witness to Christ's victory over sin and death.réf@mesented those who shall
come from the grave at the resurrection of the. jgsfah, who had been
translated to heaven without seeing death, reptegathose who will be
living upon the earth at Christ's second comingl, &ho will be "changed, in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the lastrp;" when "this mortal
must put on immortality,” and "this corruptible muysit on incorruption." 1
Corinthians 15:51-53. Jesus was clothed with thlet lof heaven, as He will
appear when He shall come "the second time withioutinto salvation." For
He will come "in the glory of His Father with thells angels." Hebrews
9:28; Mark 8:38.

The Saviour's promise to the disciples was nowilliedf. Upon the
mount the future kingdom of glory was representetiniature--Christ the
King, Moses a representative of the risen saimd, Eijah of the translated
ones.

Special Resurrection-Christ arose from the dead as the first fruits of
those that slept. He was the antitype of the wéeafs and His resurrection
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took place on the very day when the wave sheaftowd®e presented before
the Lord. For more than a thousand years this slimberemony had been
performed. From the harvest fields the first heaflsipened grain were
gathered, and when the people went up to Jerustletimne Passover, the
sheaf of first fruits was waved as a thank offerggore the Lord. Not until
this was presented could the sickle be put to thangand it be gathered into
sheaves. The sheaf dedicated to God representduatiiest. So Christ the
first fruits represented the great spiritual harvees be gathered for the
kingdom of God. His resurrection is the type anedgk of the resurrection
of all the righteous dead. "For if we believe tlasus died and rose again,
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will Goagbmvith Him." 1
Thessalonians 4:14.

As Christ arose, He brought from the grave a nudstof captives. The
earthquake at His death had rent open their gravebswhen He arose, they
came forth with Him. They were those who had bemiaborers with God,
and who at the cost of their lives had borne testyrto the truth. Now they
were to be witnesses for Him who had raised them fihe dead.

During His ministry, Jesus had raised the deaddoHte had raised the
son of the widow of Nain, and the ruler's dauglaied Lazarus. But these
were not clothed with immortality. After they weraised, they were still
subject to death. But those who came forth from d¢have at Christ's
resurrection were raised to everlasting life. Tlesgended with Him as
trophies of His victory over death and the gravieede, said Christ, are no
longer the captives of Satan; | have redeemed thhdmve brought them
from the grave as the first fruits of My power,ldie with Me where | am,
nevermore to see death or experience sorrow.

These went into the city, and appeared unto maegiadng, Christ has
risen from the dead, and we be risen with Him. TWwas immortalized the
sacred truth of the resurrection. The risen sdpte withess to the truth of
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the words, "Thy dead men shall live, together Wity dead body shall they
arise." Their resurrection was an illustration ¢ie tfulfilment of the
prophecy, "Awake and sing, ye that dwell in duet:thy dew is as the dew
of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the deadidh 26:19.

To the believer, Christ is the resurrection andlifiee In our Saviour the
life that was lost through sin is restored; for ées life in Himself.
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Chapter 12

Some Who Will Not Be There

Cain--Notwithstanding that Cain had by his crimes neetithe sentence
of death, a merciful Creator still spared his |ded granted him opportunity
for repentance. But Cain lived only to harden hearh to encourage
rebellion against the divine authority, and to beeothe head of a line of
bold, abandoned sinners. This one apostate, lethyosatan, became a
tempter to others; and his example and influenestea their demoralizing
power, until the earth became so corrupt and filleth violence as to call
for its destruction.

Lot's Wife--If Lot himself had manifested no hesitancy to ylibe
angels' warning, but had earnestly fled toward rtimuntains, without one
word of pleading or remonstrance, his wife also Mobave made her
escape. The influence of his example would havedéaer from the sin that
sealed her doom. But his hesitancy and delay causetb lightly regard the
divine warning. While her body was upon the plamer heart clung to
Sodom, and she perished with it. She rebelled agdiod because His
judgments involved her possessions and her childréme ruin. Although so
greatly favored in being called out from the wiclaty, she felt that she was
severely dealt with, because the wealth that ittakdn years to accumulate
must be left to destruction. Instead of thankfudbcepting deliverance, she
presumptuously looked back to desire the life osthwho had rejected the
divine warning. Her sin showed her to be unworthy liee, for the
preservation of which she felt so little gratitude.

King Saul--Saul knew that in this last act, of consulting thitch of

Endor, he cut the last shred which held him to Géel knew that if he had
not before willfully separated himself from God,isthact sealed that
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separation, and made it final. He had made an agmeewith death, and a
covenant with hell. The cup of his iniquity wasl ful

Judas-God has appointed means, if we will use themgdiitly and
prayerfully, that no vessel shall be shipwreckad,dutride the tempest and
storm, and anchor in the haven of bliss at last.iBwe despise and neglect
these appointments and privileges, God will notknemiracle to save any
of us, and we will be lost as were Judas and Satan.

Herod, Herodias, Pilate, and Individuals Directly hvolved in Jesus'
Crucifixion --And now before the swaying multitude are revedlsal final
scenes--the patient Sufferer treading the path abvaty; the Prince of
heaven hanging upon the cross; the haughty prasisthe jeering rabble
deriding His expiring agony; the supernatural dadq) the heaving earth,
the rent rocks, the open graves, marking the monadr@n the world's
Redeemer yielded up His life.

The awful spectacle appears just as it was. Saignangels, and his
subjects have no power to turn from the picturghgfir own work. Each
actor recalls the part which he performed. Herotp wlew the innocent
children of Bethlehem that he might destroy the Kof Israel; the base
Herodias, upon whose guilty soul rests the bloodaifn the Baptist; the
weak, timeserving Pilate; the mocking soldiers;gghiests and rulers and the
maddened throng who cried, "His blood be on us, @maur children!"all
behold the enormity of their guilt. They vainly ke® hide from the divine
majesty of His countenance, outshining the glorytlted sun, while the
redeemed cast their crowns at the Saviour's feetaiening: "He died for
me!"”

Those who derided His claim to be the Son of Gadspeechless now.
There is the haughty Herod who jeered at His rditld and bade the
mocking soldiers crown Him king. There are the vagn who with impious
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hands placed upon His form the purple robe, upos $dicred brow the
thorny crown, and in His unresisting hand the mimsoepter, and bowed
before Him in blasphemous mockery. The men who srant spit upon the
Prince of life now turn from His piercing gaze asekek to flee from the
overpowering glory of His presence. Those who dribwenails through His
hands and feet, the soldier who pierced His sigbpld these marks with
terror and remorse.

With awful distinctness do priests and rulers redhe events of
Calvary. With shuddering horror they remember heagging their heads in
satanic exultation, they exclaimed: "He saved athétimself He cannot
save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now con@wvn from the cross,
and we will believe Him. He trusted in God; let Hdaliver Him now, if He
will have Him." Matthew 27:42, 43.

Vividly they recall the Saviour's parable of theshandmen who refused
to render to their lord the fruit of the vineyamho abused his servants and
slew his son. They remember, too, the sentence hwtihiey themselves
pronounced: The lord of the vineyard "will miseraldlestroy those wicked
men." In the sin and punishment of those unfaithfidn the priests and
elders see their own course and their own just ddamd now there rises a
cry of mortal agony. Louder than the shout, "Cmadifim, crucify Him,"
which rang through the streets of Jerusalem, svib#tsawful, despairing
wail, "He is the Son of God! He is the true Messtidlhey seek to flee from
the presence of the King of kings. In the deep ua/®f the earth, rent
asunder by the warring of the elements, they vattlympt to hide.

Nero and His Mother; Papal Priests and Pontiffs+dAthe ransomed
throng are the apostles of Christ, the heroic Raelardent Peter, the loved
and loving John, and their truehearted brethred,veith them the vast host
of martyrs; while outside the walls, with everyevdnd abominable thing, are
those by whom they were persecuted, imprisoned,séd. There is Nero,
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that monster of cruelty and vice, beholding the oy exaltation of those
whom he once tortured, and in whose extremest ahdgue found satanic
delight. His mother is there to witness the restiher own work; to see how
the evil stamp of character transmitted to her $@,passions encouraged
and developed by her influence and example, haugeliouit in crimes that
caused the world to shudder.

There are papist priests and prelates, who claiteede Christ's
ambassadors, yet employed the rack, the dungednthanstake to control
the consciences of His people. There are the ppmrdiffs who exalted
themselves above God and presumed to change thefléve Most High.
Those pretended fathers of the church have an attmuender to God from
which they would fain be excused. Too late they mexe to see that the
Omniscient One is jealous of His law and that H& nwino wise clear the
guilty. They learn now that Christ identifies Histerest with that of His
suffering people; and they feel the force of Hismomords: "Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these Myhbeet, ye have done it unto
Me." Matthew 25:40.

Some Who Not Will Be There The Wicked of All Generaons--In
fearful majesty He [Jesus] calls forth the wickeshdl. They are wakened
from their long sleep. What a dreadful waking! THehold the Son of God
in His stern majesty and resplendent glory. Allsaen as they behold Him,
know that He is the crucified one who died to s#wem, whom they had
despised and rejected. They are in number likeséimel upon the sea shore.
At the first resurrection all come forth in immdrtdoom, but at the second,
the marks of the curse are visible upon all. Alineoup as they went down
into their graves.

Those who lived before the flood, come forth witeit giant-like
stature, more than twice as tall as men now livipgn the earth, and well
proportioned. The generations after the flood wess in stature. There was
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a continual decrease through successive generatioms to the last that
lived upon the earth. The contrast between thé fitsked men who lived

upon the earth, and those of the last generati@s, wery great. The first
were of lofty height and well proportioned--thetl@ame up as they went
down, a dwarfed, feeble, deformed race.

With fiendish exultation he [Satan] points to thenumbered millions
who have been raised from the dead and declaréesashtheir leader he is
well able to overthrow the city and regain his tte@nd his kingdom.

In that vast throng are multitudes of the longiveace that existed
before the Flood; men of lofty stature and giatellact, who, yielding to the
control of fallen angels, devoted all their skilhca knowledge to the
exaltation of themselves; men whose wonderful worfkart led the world to
idolize their genius, but whose cruelty and ewldantions, defiling the earth
and defacing the image of God, caused Him to blettfrom the face of His
creation. There are kings and generals who conduasions, valiant men
who never lost a battle, proud, ambitious warriatsose approach made
kingdoms tremble. In death these experienced nagehaAs they come up
from the grave, they resume the current of theoughts just where it
ceased. They are actuated by the same desire tueothat ruled them
when they fell.

Those Living a Life of SelfishnessLet none suppose that they can live
a life of selfishness, and then, having servedr tbein interests, enter into
the joy of their Lord. In the joy of unselfish lotleey could not participate.
They would not be fitted for the heavenly courtBey could not appreciate
the pure atmosphere of love that pervades heavenvdices of the angels
and the music of their harps would not satisfy thdm their minds the
science of heaven would be as an enigma.

The Spiritually Benumbed--How little do the young suffer, or deny
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self, for their religion! To sacrifice is scarcelyought of among them. They
entirely fail of imitating the Pattern in this resgh. | saw that the language of
their lives is: Self must be gratified, pride mbstindulged. They forget the
Man of Sorrows, who was acquainted with grief. Boéferings of Jesus in

Gethsemane, His sweating as it were great drojpdoofl in the garden, the

platted crown of thorns that pierced His holy brale,not move them. They

have become benumbed. Their sensibilities are é&iljrand they have lost
all sense of the great sacrifice made for themyTdan sit and listen to the
story of the cross, hear how the cruel nails wereed through the hands

and feet of the Son of God, and it does not séirdépths of the soul.

Said the angel: "If such should be ushered intccttyeof God, and told
that all its rich beauty and glory was theirs tgogneternally, they would
have no sense of how dearly that inheritance washpsged for them. They
would never realize the matchless depths of a Sdsidove. They have not
drunk of the cup, nor been baptized with the baptisleaven would be
marred if such should dwell there. Those only wlawveh partaken of the
sufferings of the Son of God, and have come uputiimogreat tribulation,
and have washed their robes and made them whikeihlood of the Lamb,
can enjoy the indescribable glory and unsurpaseadtip of heaven."

| have seen an angel standing with scales in hldaveighing the
thoughts and interest of the people of God, esfietie young. In one scale
were the thoughts and interest tending heavenwarthe other were the
thoughts and interest tending to earth. And in Hoigle were thrown all the
reading of storybooks, thoughts of dress and shamity, pride, etc. Oh,
what a solemn moment! the angels of God standitly sdales, weighing the
thoughts of His professed children--those who cliorbe dead to the world
and alive to God. The scale filled with thoughtseafth, vanity, and pride
quickly went down, notwithstanding weight after gl rolled from the
scale. The one with the thoughts and interest tgnth heaven went quickly
up as the other went down, and oh, how light ith\wasan relate this as | saw
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it; but never can | give the solemn and vivid ingsien stamped upon my
mind, as | saw the angel with the scales weighnegthoughts and interest of
the people of God. Said the angel: "Can such dr@aven? No, no, never.
Tell them the hope they now possess is vain, afeksithey speedily repent,
and obtain salvation, they must perish."

Those Who Indulge and Foster SinBecause of sin, Satan was thrust
out of heaven; and no man indulging and fosteringcan go to heaven, for
then Satan would again have a foothold there.

Heaven Would Be Torture to the RebelliousCould those whose lives
have been spent in rebellion against God be sugderisported to heaven
and witness the high, the holy state of perfectioat ever exists there,--
every soul filled with love, every countenance beanwith joy, enrapturing
music in melodious strains rising in honor of Gowadathe Lamb, and
ceaseless streams of light flowing upon the redéefmmen the face of Him
who sitteth upon the throne,--could those whosetheae filled with hatred
of God, of truth and holiness, mingle with the haay throng and join their
songs of praise? Could they endure the glory of @uilthe Lamb? No, no;
years of probation were granted them, that theyhtnigrm characters for
heaven; but they have never trained the mind te jmwity; they have never
learned the language of heaven, and now it is ab®. |A life of rebellion
against God has unfitted them for heaven. Its puhbliness, and peace
would be torture to them; the glory of God woulddeonsuming fire. They
would long to flee from that holy place. They wow@lcome destruction,
that they might be hidden from the face of Him whed to redeem them.
The destiny of the wicked is fixed by their own m® Their exclusion from
heaven is voluntary with themselves, and just amuciful on the part of
God.
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Chapter 13

In Heaven One Thousand Years

Wicked Realize Their Lives Have Been A FailureWhen the voice of
God turns the captivity of His people, there i®aible awakening of those
who have lost all in the great game of life. Wipi®bation continued, they
were blinded by Satan's deceptions, and they igdtiheir course of sin. The
rich prided themselves upon their superiority tosthwho were less favored,;
but they had obtained their riches by violatiortid law of God. They had
neglected to feed the hungry, to clothe the natedgal justly, and to love
mercy. They had sought to exalt themselves, anobtain the homage of
their fellow-creatures. Now they are stripped otlzt made them great, and
are left destitute and defenseless. They look uperdestruction of the idols
which they preferred before their Maker. They sthidir souls for earthly
riches and enjoyments, and did not seek to becachetoward God. The
result is, their lives are a failure; their pleasiare now turned to gall, their
treasures to corruption. The gain of a lifetimewsept away in a moment.

Wicked Filled With Regret--The wicked are filled with regret, not
because of their sinful neglect of God and thdio¥e men, but because God
has conquered. They lament that the result is whist but they do not
repent of their wickedness. They would leave nomeamtried to conquer if
they could....

No language can express the longing which the dieint and disloyal
feel for that which they have lost forever--eterhi@. Men whom the world
has worshiped for their talents and eloquence rnesvtkese things in their
true light. They realize what they have forfeited ttansgression, and they
fall at the feet of those whose fidelity they halespised and derided, and
confess that God has loved them.
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Wicked Destroyed; Earth Desolate-At the coming of Christ the
wicked are blotted from the face of the whole eacttnsumed with the spirit
of His mouth, and destroyed by the brightness af dglory. Christ takes His
people to the city of God, and the earth is emptifeits inhabitants. "Behold,
the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh iteyastd turneth it upside
down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thérédhe land shall be
utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled; for the Ldndth spoken this word."
"Because they have transgressed the laws, chahgexddinance, broken the
everlasting covenant.

Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, andttiat dwell therein
are desolate; therefore the inhabitants of thehesg burned." [Isaiah 24:1,
3,5,6.]

The whole earth appears like a desolate wildernBss.ruins of cities
and villages destroyed by the earthquake, uprottees, ragged rocks
thrown out by the sea or torn out of the earthlfitsge scattered over its
surface, while vast caverns mark the spot wherentbantains have been
rent from their foundations. Here is to be the hamhé&atan with his evil
angels for a thousand years. Here he will be cedfirto wander up and
down over the broken surface of the earth, andrseeffects of his rebellion
against the law of God. For a thousand years heeogyy the fruit of the
curse which he has caused. Limited alone to thinelae will not have the
privilege of ranging to other planets, to tempt andoy those who have not
fallen.

During this time, Satan suffers extremely. Since fall his life of
intense activity has banished reflection; but heow deprived of his power,
and left to contemplate the part which he has astede first he rebelled
against the government of Heaven, and to look fadweith trembling and
terror to the dreadful future, when he must sufiéerall the evil that he has
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done, and be punished for the sins that he hagddade committed.

Shouts of triumph ascend from the angels and ttieemaed saints, that
they are to be no more annoyed and tempted by Satach that the
inhabitants of other worlds are delivered fromgmnssence and temptations.

My attention was again directed to the earth. Theked had been
destroyed, and their dead bodies were lying oautface. The wrath of God
in the seven last plagues had been visited upointiabitants of the earth,
causing them to gnaw their tongues from pain andurse God. The false
shepherds had been the signal objects of Jehowahth. Their eyes had
consumed away in their holes, and their tongudbeir mouths, while they
stood upon their feet. After the saints had bediveted by the voice of
God, the wicked multitude turned their rage upomr @mother. The earth
seemed to be deluged with blood, and dead bodies finen one end of it to
the other.

Judgment of Wicked-During the thousand years between the first and
the second resurrection the judgment of the widla&ds place. The apostle
Paul points to this judgment as an event that Vadldhe second advent.
"Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord combo both will bring to
light the hidden things of darkness, and will makanifest the counsels of
the hearts." 1 Corinthians 4:5.

Daniel declares that when the Ancient of Days cafuglgment was
given to the saints of the Most High." Daniel 7:22.

At this time the righteous reign as kings and psiesito God. John in
the Revelation says: "I saw thrones, and they pahuhem, and judgment
was given unto them." "They shall be priests of @Gad of Christ, and shall
reign with Him a thousand years." Revelation 26:4,
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It is at this time that, as foretold by Paul, "th&nts shall judge the
world." 1 Corinthians 6:2. In union with Christ thgudge the wicked,
comparing their acts with the statute book, thdd3iand deciding every case
according to the deeds done in the body. Then d¢ingop which the wicked
must suffer is meted out, according to their woekg it is recorded against
their names in the book of death.

Satan also and evil angels are judged by Christhsgeople.

Satan's Punishment Commensurate With His Guik-Satan also and
his angels were judged by Jesus and the sainen'Sgtunishment was to be
far greater than that of those whom he had decekiedsuffering would so
far exceed theirs as to bear no comparison witAfter all those whom he
had deceived had perished, Satan was still tcalindesuffer on much longer.

Satan Banished-Now the event takes place foreshadowed in the las

solemn service of the Day of Atonement. When theistration in the holy

of holies had been completed, and the sins of li$érad been removed from
the sanctuary by virtue of the blood of the sireaffg, then the scapegoat
was presented alive before the Lord; and in thegmee of the congregation
the high priest confessed over him "all the iniggitof the children of Israel,
and all their transgressions in all their sinstipgtthem upon the head of the
goat." Leviticus 16:21.

In like manner, when the work of atonement in tle@auenly sanctuary
has been completed, then in the presence of Godeadnly angels and the
hosts of the redeemed the sins of God's peopldwiplaced upon Satan; he
will be declared guilty of all the evil which he s1@aused them to commit.
And as the scapegoat was sent away into a lanthihabited, so Satan will
be banished to the desolate earth, an uninhahigd@ary wilderness.
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Chapter 14

The End of Evil

Jesus and the Holy City Descend to EarthAt the end of one thousand
years, Jesus, the king of glory, descends fromHbly City, clothed with
brightness like the lightning, upon the Mount ofiv@s--the same mount
from whence He ascended after His resurrection.Hfss feet touch the
mountain, it parts asunder, and becomes a very gtaim, and is prepared
for the reception of the Holy City in which is thmaradise of God, the
Garden of Eden, which was taken up after man'ssgmrassion. Now it
descends with the City, more beautiful, and glasigpwadorned than when
removed from the earth. The City of God comes dewd settles upon the
mighty plain prepared for it.

Jesus descended upon a great and mighty mounthiohwas soon as
His feet touched it, parted asunder, and becameghtynplain. Then we
looked up and saw the great and beautiful Cityhviwrelve foundations,
twelve gates, three on each side, and an angethtgate. We cried out, The
City! The great City! It is coming down from God toaf heaven! And it
came down in all its splendor, and dazzling gl@myd settled in the mighty
plain which Jesus had prepared for it.

The Marks of Sin's Curse Visible in the ResurrectedVicked--Then
Jesus in terrible, fearful majesty called forth thieked dead; and as they
came up with the same feeble, sickly bodies thaitweo the grave, what a
spectacle! what a scene! At the first resurrectihrcame forth in immortal
bloom; but at the second, the marks of the cumseiaible on all.

The Final Struggle-Now Satan prepares for a last mighty struggle for
the supremacy. While deprived of his power andaftifrom his work of
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deception, the prince of evil was miserable an@aef; but as the wicked
dead are raised and he sees the vast multitudas hisoside, his hopes
revive, and he determines not to yield the greatroversy. He will marshal
all the armies of the lost under his banner anduijn them endeavor to
execute his plans.

The wicked are Satan's captives. In rejecting Clinsy have accepted
the rule of the rebel leader. They are ready teivechis suggestions and to
do his bidding. Yet, true to his early cunning, th@es not acknowledge
himself to be Satan. He claims to be the prince whbe rightful owner of
the world and whose inheritance has been unlawfutlysted from him. He
represents himself to his deluded subjects as eeradr, assuring them that
his power has brought them forth from their grased that he is about to
rescue them from the most cruel tyranny.

The presence of Christ having been removed, Satakswwonders to
support his claims. He makes the weak strong asypiries all with his own
spirit and energy. He proposes to lead them ag#estamp of the saints
and to take possession of the City of God.

Satan and His Followers March Against the Holy City-At last the
order to advance is given, and the countless hogemon--an army such as
was never summoned by earthly conquerors, sucheasoimbined forces of
all ages since war began on earth could never e§a#n, the mightiest of
warriors, leads the van, and his angels unite thmices for this final
struggle. Kings and warriors are in his train, dhd multitudes follow in
vast companies, each under its appointed leadeh Miitary precision the
serried ranks advance over the earth's broken aeden surface to the City
of God. By command of Jesus, the gates of the Newsdlem are closed,
and the armies of Satan surround the city and meddy for the onset.

The Final Coronation of Christ Takes Place Before he Entire
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Universe-Now Christ again appears to the view of His eremmFar above

the city, upon a foundation of burnished gold, th@ne, high and lifted up.
Upon this throne sits the Son of God, and around &fie the subjects of His
kingdom. The power and majesty of Christ no languaan describe, no pen
portray. The glory of the Eternal Father is ensbmg His Son. The

brightness of His presence fills the City of Godddlows out beyond the
gates, flooding the whole earth with its radiance.

Nearest the throne are those who were once zealotlse cause of
Satan, but who, plucked as brands from the burriage followed their
Saviour with deep, intense devotion. Next are thwise perfected Christian
characters in the midst of falsehood and infidelihhose who honored the
law of God when the Christian world declared itd;a@and the millions, of all
ages, who were martyred for their faith. And beyamthe "great multitude
which no man could number, of all nations and keadr and people and
tongues," "before the throne and before the Lardthed with white robes,
and palms in their hands." Their warfare is endkdir victory won. They
have run the race and reached the prize. The panth in their hands is a
symbol of their triumph, the white robe an emblerh tbe spotless
righteousness of Christ which now is theirs.

The redeemed raise a song of praise that echoeseantoes through
the vaults of Heaven, "Salvation to our God whidkteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb." And angel and seraph unite tleeces in adoration. As
the redeemed have beheld the power and maligni8atdn, they have seen,
as never before, that no power but that of Chrsilet have made them
conquerors. In all that shining throng there araento ascribe salvation to
themselves, as if they had prevailed by their ovwvgr and goodness.
Nothing is said of what they have done or suffefmdt;the burden of every
song, the keynote of every anthem, is, Salvatioouo God and unto the
Lamb.
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In the presence of the assembled inhabitants ¢ @zd Heaven takes
place the final coronation of the Son of God.

The Wicked at God's Judgment Bar-And now, invested with
supreme majesty and power, the King of kings proges sentence upon the
rebels against His government and executes jusipoe those who have
transgressed His law and oppressed His people.tBaywophet of God: "I
saw a great white throne, and Him that sat orratnfwhose face the earth
and the heaven fled away; and there was found amedbr them. And | saw
the dead, small and great, stand before God; antddbks were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of ed the dead were
judged out of those things which were written ie thooks, according to
their works." Revelation 20:11, 12.

As soon as the books of record are opened, andythef Jesus looks
upon the wicked, they are conscious of every sinciwithey have ever
committed. They see just where their feet diverfyech the path of purity
and holiness, just how far pride and rebellion haaeried them in the
violation of the law of God. The seductive temma#i which they
encouraged by indulgence in sin, the blessingsepad, the messengers of
God despised, the warnings rejected, the waveseofyrbeaten back by the
stubborn, unrepentant heart--all appear as if evrith letters of fire....

The whole wicked world stand arraigned at the & ad on the charge
of high treason against the government of heavaey have none to plead
their cause; they are without excuse; and the seatef eternal death is
pronounced against them.

It is now evident to all that the wages of sin && noble independence
and eternal life, but slavery, ruin, and death. Weked see what they have
forfeited by their life of rebellion. The far moexceeding and eternal weight
of glory was despised when offered them; but hosirdble it now appears.
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"All this," cries the lost soul, "I might have haddut | chose to put these
things far from me. Oh, strange infatuation! | hasechanged peace,
happiness, and honor for wretchedness, infamy, caspair." All see that
their exclusion from heaven is just. By their livb®y have declared: "We
will not have this Man [Jesus] to reign over us."

Satan Realizes He Has Excluded Himself From Heavef®atan sees
that his voluntary rebellion has unfitted him fardven. He has trained his
powers to war against God; the purity, peace, amthbny of heaven would
be to him supreme torture. His accusations agdmesmercy and justice of
God are now silenced. The reproach which he hasasmied to cast upon
Jehovah rests wholly upon himself. And now Satansalown and
confesses the justice of his sentence.

The Wicked Acknowledge God's JusticeAs if entranced, the wicked
have looked upon the coronation of the Son of Qdaky see in His hands
the tables of the divine law, the statutes whichytlhave despised and
transgressed. They witness the outburst of wondgture, and adoration
from the saved; and as the wave of melody sweeps the multitudes
without the city, all with one voice exclaim, "Matous are thy works, Lord
God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou Kimfgsaints"”; and, falling
prostrate, they worship the Prince of life.

God Is Vindicated Before The UniverseEvery question of truth and
error in the long-standing controversy has now heade plain. The results
of rebellion, the fruits of setting aside the devistatutes, have been laid open
to the view of all created intelligences. The watkiout of Satan's rule in
contrast with the government of God has been ptedeto the whole
universe. Satan's own works have condemned him.'sGegdom, His
justice, and His goodness stand fully vindicatadisl seen that all His
dealings in the great controversy have been corduaith respect to the
eternal good of His people and the good of alMibéds that He has created.
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"All Thy works shall praise Thee, O Lord; and Thairgs shall bless Thee."
Psalm 145:10.

The history of sin will stand to all eternity aswginess that with the
existence of God's law is bound up the happinesslldhe beings He has
created. With all the facts of the great controyeirs view, the whole
universe, both loyal and rebellious, with one adcdeclare: "Just and true
are Thy ways, Thou King of saints." The Great Cowvdrsy, 670, 671.

The Wicked Turn Against Satan-Notwithstanding Satan has been
constrained to acknowledge God's justice, and t@ twothe supremacy of
Christ, his character remains unchanged. The spfritebellion, like a
mighty torrent, again bursts forth. Filled with &y, he determines not to
yield the great controversy. The time has comeaftast desperate struggle
against the King of Heaven. He rushes into the tadihis subjects, and
endeavors to inspire them with his own fury, anduae them to instant
battle. But of all the countless millions whom hashallured into rebellion,
there are none now to acknowledge his supremacypblver is at an end.
The wicked are filled with the same hatred of Gbdttinspires Satan; but
they see that their case is hopeless, that thayotamevail against Jehovah.
Their rage is kindled against Satan and those vdwe lbeen his agents in
deception. With the fury of demons they turn upoent, and there follows a
scene of universal strife.

Satan's Work of Ruin Forever Ended-The wicked receive their
recompense in the earth. Proverbs 11:31. Theyl"sbatubble: and the day
that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lordadts." Malachi 4:1. Some
are destroyed as in a moment, while others suffanyndays. All are
punished "according to their deeds." The sins efrighteous having been
transferred to Satan, he is made to suffer not tmrhhis own rebellion, but
for all the sins which he has caused God's peopbeitnmit. His punishment
IS to be far greater than that of those whom hede&eived. After all have

93



perished who fell by his deceptions, he is stillit@ and suffer on. In the
cleansing flames the wicked are at last destroneeat,and branch--Satan the
root, his followers the branches. The full penaltythe law has been visited;
the demands of justice have been met; and heavérearth, beholding,
declare the righteousness of Jehovah.

Satan's work of ruin is forever ended. For six e years he has
wrought his will, filling the earth with woe andusing grief throughout the
universe. The whole creation has groaned and teavaogether in pain.
Now God's creatures are forever delivered from pigsence and
temptations. "The whole earth is at rest, and ietqtihey [the righteous]
break forth into singing." Isaiah 14:7. And a shofitpraise and triumph
ascends from the whole loyal universe. "The voitca great multitude," "as
the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mgigininderings," is heard,
saying: "Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent raggh." Revelation 19:6.

A Terrible Mercy --It is in mercy to the universe that God will fllya
destroy the rejecters of His grace.

"The wages of sin is death; but the gift of Godeisrnal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans 6:23. While lifethe inheritance of the
righteous, death is the portion of the wicked. Moseclared to Israel: "I
have set before thee this day life and good, andthdeand evil."
Deuteronomy 30:15. The death referred to in thesgptares is not that
pronounced upon Adam, for all mankind suffer thengty of his
transgression. It is "the second death" that iquain contrast with
everlasting life....

Thus will be made an end of sin, with all the waoel auin which have
resulted from it. Says the psalmist: "Thou hastrdgsed the wicked, Thou
hast put out their name forever and ever. O thoengn destructions are
come to a perpetual end." Psalm 9:5, 6. John, enRhbvelation, looking
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forward to the eternal state, hears a universdleantof praise undisturbed
by one note of discord. Every creature in heaved earth was heard
ascribing glory to God. Revelation 5:13. There whkkn be no lost souls to
blaspheme God as they writhe in never-ending totymenwretched beings
in hell will mingle their shrieks with the songstbe saved.

The Earth Purified by Fire--While the earth was wrapped in the fire of
destruction, the righteous abode safely in the Hty. Upon those that had
part in the first resurrection, the second deathrimpower. While God is to
the wicked a consuming fire, He is to His peopléhba sun and a shield.
Revelation 20:6; Psalm 84:11.

"l saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the liestven and the first
earth were passed away." Revelation 21:1. ThaHfakconsumes the wicked
purifies the earth. Every trace of the curse ispwawvay. No eternally
burning hell will keep before the ransomed theftdatonsequences of sin.

Only One Trace of Sin RemainsOne reminder alone remains: Our
Redeemer will ever bear the marks of His crucifixidJpon His wounded
head, upon His side, His hands and feet, are thyeti@tes of the cruel work
that sin has wrought. Says the prophet, beholdingsCin His glory: "He
had bright beams coming out of His side: and thvess the hiding of His
power." Habakkuk 3:4, margin. That pierced side mdee flowed the
crimson stream that reconciled man to God--theréhés Saviour's glory,
there "the hiding of His power." "Mighty to savdlirough the sacrifice of
redemption, He was therefore strong to executacgistipon them that
despised God's mercy. And the tokens of His hutaliaare His highest
honor; through the eternal ages the wounds of @alal show forth His
praise and declare His power.
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Chapter 15

The Earth Made New

More Glorious Than We Can Imagine-The lion, we should much
dread and fear here, will then lie down with theala and everything in the
New Earth will be peace and harmony. The treehiefNew Earth will be
straight and lofty, without deformity.

The saints will have crowns of glory upon their #&aand harps of gold
in their hands. They will play upon the golden haapd sing redeeming
love, and make melody unto God. Their former triahsl suffering in this
world will be forgotten and lost amid the gloriestioe New Earth.

Let all that is beautiful in our earthly home reohins of the crystal river
and green fields, the waving trees and the livimgntains, the shining city
and the white-robed singers, of our heavenly hotimat-world of beauty
which no artist can picture and no mortal tonguescdbe. Let your
imagination picture the home of the saved, and nelbeg that it will be more
glorious than your brightest imagination can pagttra

Human language is inadequate to describe the reofdhsk righteous. It
will be known only to those who behold it.

A fear of making the future inheritance seem todemal has led many
to spiritualize away the very truths which leadtaslook upon it as our
home. Christ assured His disciples that He wenprepare mansions for
them in the Father's house. Those who accept #uhitegs of God's Word
will not be wholly ignorant concerning the heavealyode. And yet, "eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entet@dhe heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that lowa.H1 Corinthians 2:9.
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Human language is inadequate to describe the resfahe righteous. It will
be known only to those who behold it. No finite thican comprehend the
glory of the Paradise of God.

Garden of Eden RestoredThe Garden of Eden remained upon the
earth long after man had become an outcast fronpl#asant paths. The
fallen race were long permitted to gaze upon theéof innocence, their
entrance barred only by the watching angels. Atctinerubim-guarded gate
of Paradise the divine glory was revealed. Hitreene Adam and his sons to
worship God. Here they renewed their vows of ohbemketo that law the
transgression of which had banished them from Edéhen the tide of
Iniquity overspread the world, and the wickednelssen determined their
destruction by a flood of waters, the hand that platited Eden withdrew it
from the earth. But in the final restitution, whityere shall be "a new heaven
and a new earth" (Revelation 21:1), it is to beaesl more gloriously
adorned than at the beginning.

Then they that have kept God's commandments shalhtle in
immortal vigor beneath the tree of life; and thrbugnending ages the
inhabitants of sinless worlds shall behold, in dp@tden of delight, a sample
of the perfect work of God's creation, untouchedthg curse of sin--a
sample of what the whole earth would have becordentren but fulfilled the
Creator's glorious plan.

The Redeemed Will Grow Physically to Their "Full Stature."--All
blemishes and deformities are left in the gravest&®ed to the tree of life in
the long-lost Eden, the redeemed will "grow up" (Athi 4:2) to the full
stature of the race in its primeval glory. The lagjering traces of the curse
of sin will be removed, and Christ's faithful ongsl appear in "the beauty
of the Lord our God," in mind and soul and bodye®ing the perfect image
of their Lord. Oh, wonderful redemption! long tatkef, long hoped for,
contemplated with eager anticipation, but nevdy fuhderstood.
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Mrs. White's Vision of the New Earth--With Jesus at our head we all
descended from the City down to this earth, oneatgand mighty mountain,
which could not bear Jesus up, and it parted asuadd there was a mighty
plain. Then we looked up and saw the great Cityh wwelve foundations,
twelve gates, three on each side, and an angekhtgate. We all cried out,
"The City, the great City, it's coming! It's comimgpwn from God out of
heaven!" And it came and settled on the place wiverstood.

Then we began to look at the glorious things oetsitithe City. There |
saw most beautiful houses, that had the appeam@nsdver, supported by
four pillars set with pearls, most glorious to bkehowhich were to be
inhabited by the saints, and in them was a goldeif.sl saw many of the
saints go into the houses, take off their glittgranowns and lay them on the
shelf, then go out into the field by the houseddasomething with the earth;
not as we have to do with the earth here. A glaribght shone all about
their heads, and they were continually offeringgea to God.

And | saw another field full of all kinds of flowgrand as | plucked
them | cried out, They will never fade. Next | savield of tall grass most
glorious to behold; it was living green, and hade#lection of silver and
gold, as it waved to the glory of King Jesus. Thenentered a field full of
all kinds of beasts--the lion, the lamb, the ledpand the wolf, all together
in perfect union. We passed through the midst eimthand they followed on
peaceably after. Then we entered a wood, not hkediark woods we have
here; but light and beautiful. The branches ofttkes waved to and fro, and
we all cried out, "We will dwell safely in the widness and sleep in the
woods."

We passed through the woods, for we were on ourtwayount Zion.
As we were traveling along, we met a company wheevedso gazing at the
glories of the place. | noticed red as a bordether garments; their crowns
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were brilliant; their robes were pure white. As greeted them | asked Jesus
who they were. He said they were martyrs that rehlslain for Him. With
them was an innumerable company of little onesy teed a hem of red on
their garments also.

Mount Zion was just before us, and on the mount avasiilding which
looked to me like a temple, and about it were sev#rer mountains, on
which grew roses and lilies. And | saw the littlges climb, or if they chose,
use their little wings and fly to the top of the mbains, and pluck the never-
fading flowers. There were all kinds of trees taundy the place; the box,
the pine, the fir, the oil, the myrtle, the pomewte, and the fig-tree, bowed
down with the weight of its timely figs, that matle place all over glorious.
And as we were about to enter the temple, Jesssdddlis lovely voice and
said, Only the 144,000 enter this place, and weaitstbAlleluia.

The temple was supported by seven pillars, alrafdparent gold, set
with pearls most glorious. The things | saw thecarnot describe. Oh that |
could talk in the language of Canaan, then couéll la little of the glory of
the better world. | saw there tables of stone inctvithe names of 144,000
were engraved in letters of gold. After we behélel glory of the temple, we
went out, and Jesus left us, and went to the Giban we heard His lovely
voice again, saying, "Come, My people, you have «€oout of great
tribulation, and done My will; suffered for Me; cenn to supper; for | will
gird Myself and serve you." We shouted Alleluiagrgl and entered into the
City.

And | saw a table of pure silver, it was many miledength, yet our
eyes could extend over it. | saw the fruit of theet of life, the manna,
almonds, figs, pomegranates, grapes, and many kites of fruit. | asked
Jesus to let me eat of the fruit. He said, Not nblaose who eat of the fruit
of this land, go back to earth no more. But intéeliwhile, if faithful, you
shall both eat of the fruit of the tree of life,dadrink of the water of the
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fountain. And He said, You must go back to eartaimgand relate to others
what | have revealed to you. Then an angel borgemdy down to this dark
world.

In Heaven, All Is Purity and Peace-Through Christ alone can you
make sure of heaven, where all is purity, holingggce, and blessedness,
where there are glories that mortal lips cannotules. The nearest we can
come to a description of the reward that awaitsothercomer is to say that it
is a far more exceeding and eternal weight of gltrwill be an eternity of
bliss, a blessed eternity, unfolding new glorigstighout the ceaseless ages.

No Tree of Knowledge in the New Eartk-Not all the conditions of
that first school of Eden will be found in the sohof the future life. No tree
of knowledge of good and evil will afford opporttynifor temptation. No
tempter is there, no possibility of wrong. Evenacdcter has withstood the
testing of evil, and none are longer susceptibléstpower.

No Sea-The sea divides friends. It is a barrier betwesnand those
whom we love. Our associations are broken up bybtload, fathomless
ocean. In the New Earth there will be no more aed,there shall pass there
"no galley with oars." In the past many who haweetband served God have
been bound by chains to their seats in galleys,petled to serve the
purpose of cruel, hardhearted men. The Lord haslbaipon their suffering
in sympathy and compassion. Thank God, in the eadgtle new there will
be no fierce torrents, no engulfing ocean, no@sstimurmuring waves.

No Tears or Funerals-In the home of the redeemed there will be no
tears, no funeral trains, no badges of mourninge"ihhabitant shall not say,
| am sick: the people that dwell therein shall begiven their iniquity."
Isaiah 33:24. One rich tide of happiness will flamd deepen as eternity rolls
on....
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Let us consider most earnestly the blessed herehéeour faith pierce
through every cloud of darkness and behold Him diked for the sins of the
world. He has opened the gates of paradise toladl i@ceive and believe on
Him. To them He gives power to become the sonsdanighters of God. Let
the afflictions which pain us so grievously becomstructive lessons,
teaching us to press forward toward the mark ofptfie of our high calling
in Christ. Let us be encouraged by the thoughtttmatord is soon to come.
Let this hope gladden our hearts....

We are homeward bound. He who loved us so mucb di tfor us hath
builded for us a city. The New Jerusalem is oucelaf rest. There will be
no sadness in the city of God. No wail of sorrow,dirge of crushed hopes
and buried affections, will evermore be heard. Sdba garments of
heaviness will be changed for the wedding garm®abn we shall witness
the coronation of our King. Those whose lives hiagen hidden with Christ,
those who on this earth have fought the good fajHtith, will shine forth
with the Redeemer's glory in the kingdom of God.

No Marriages or Births--There are men today who express their belief
that there will be marriages and births in the NEarth, but those who
believe the Scriptures cannot accept such doctriié® doctrine that
children will be born in the New Earth is not atpaf the "sure word of
prophecy." The words of Christ are too plain to rhsunderstood. They
should forever settle the question of marriages l@nts in the New Earth.
Neither those who shall be raised from the dead,those who shall be
translated without seeing death, will marry or lbeeg in marriage. They
will be as the angels of God, members of the réaaily.

No Night or Need of RestIn the City of God "there shall be no night."
None will need or desire repose. There will be m@amness in doing the will
of God and offering praise to His name. We shadlrdeel the freshness of
the morning and shall ever be far from its cloged they need no candle,
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neither light of the sun; for the Lord God givellein light." Revelation 22:5.
The light of the sun will be superseded by a rackawhich is not painfully
dazzling, yet which immeasurably surpasses thenbréss of our noontide.
The glory of God and the Lamb floods the Holy Giith unfading light.
The redeemed walk in the sunless glory of perpetagl

No Temple, But Face-To-Face Communiof'l saw no temple therein:
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the téanpf it." Revelation
21:22. The people of God are privileged to holdropemmunion with the
Father and the Son. "Now we see through a glasklydal Corinthians
13:12. We behold the image of God reflected, as mirror, in the works of
nature and in His dealings with men; but then walldee Him face to face,
without a dimming veil between. We shall stand iis bresence and behold
the glory of His countenance.

No Pain, Sickness, or DeathOh, | long for Jesus to come. | long for
that home in the kingdom of glory where there vin# no sickness, no
sorrow, no pain, no death.

No Contention or Discord-No voices of contention mar the sweet and
perfect peace of heaven. Its inhabitants know moo®g no grief, no tears.
All is in perfect harmony, in perfect order andfpet bliss....

Heaven is a home where sympathy is alive in evesrth expressed in
every look. Love reigns there. There are no jaretgments, no discord or
contentions or war of words.

The Sabbath Will Continue to Be Observed in the Nev£arth--1 was
shown that the law of God would stand fast forewar exist in the new
earth to all eternity. At the creation, when tharfdations of the earth were
laid, the sons of God looked with admiration upba work of the Creator,
and all the heavenly host shouted for joy. It weentthat the foundation of
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the Sabbath was laid. At the close of the six ddyseation, God rested on
the seventh day from all His work which He had maated He blessed the
seventh day and sanctified it, because that ineithild rested from all His
work.

The Sabbath was instituted in Eden before thedalll was observed by
Adam and Eve, and all the heavenly host. God restdtie seventh day, and
blessed and hallowed it. | saw that the Sabbatkemeil be done away; but
that the redeemed saints, and all the angelic ai$tpbserve it in honor of
the great Creator to all eternity.

The Sabbath was not for Israel merely, but for wuoeld. It had been
made known to man in Eden, and, like the othergptscof the Decalogue, it
is of imperishable obligation. Of that law of whitlie fourth commandment
forms a part, Christ declares, "Till heaven andhepass, one jot or one tittle
shall in no wise pass from the law." Matthew 5:$8. long as the heavens
and the earth endure, the Sabbath will continua agn of the Creator's
power. And when Eden shall bloom on earth agairg'ssboly rest day will
be honored by all beneath the sun. "From one shbtmatanother" the
inhabitants of the glorified new earth shall ...otship before me, saith the
Lord."

Communion With the Faithful of All Ages--There the redeemed shall
know, even as also they are known. The loves angpathies which God
Himself has planted in the soul shall there fingeit and sweetest exercise.
The pure communion with holy beings, the harmonisosial life with the
blessed angels and with the faithful ones of aflsaggho have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lativd,sacred ties that
bind together "the whole family in heaven and éaffphesians 3:15)--these
help to constitute the happiness of the redeemed.

The Happiness of Others Is the Joy of the RedeemeBverything in
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heaven is noble and elevated. All seek the intexedthappiness of others.
No one devotes himself to looking out and caringstelf. It is the chief joy
of all holy beings to witness the joy and happirgEshose around them.

God's People Are at Home in the New Earthin the Bible the
inheritance of the saved is called "a country." el 11:14-16. There the
heavenly Shepherd leads His flock to fountainswefd waters. The tree of
life yields its fruit every month, and the leavddlte tree are for the service
of the nations. There are ever-flowing streamsarchs crystal, and beside
them waving trees cast their shadows upon the patbpared for the
ransomed of the Lord. There the wide-spreadingnplawell into hills of
beauty, and the mountains of God rear their laftysits. On those peaceful
plains, beside those living streams, God's peogdelong pilgrims and
wanderers, shall find a home.

"My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitatiard & sure dwellings,
and in quiet resting places." "Violence shall norenbe heard in thy land,
wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but uhshalt call thy walls
Salvation, and thy gates Praise." "They shall bbddses, and inhabit them;
and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the frluihem. They shall not build,
and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and lamogat: ... Mine elect shall
long enjoy the work of their hands." Isaiah 32:@8;18; Isaiah 65:21, 22.

There, "the wilderness and the solitary place dmalglad for them; and
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rdbestead of the thorn shall
come up the fir tree, and instead of the brierlst@he up the myrtle tree."
"The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and te®pard shall lie down with
the kid; ... and a little child shall lead themThey shall not hurt nor destroy
in all My holy mountain," saith the Lord. Isaiah:3555:13; Isaiah 11:6, 9.

The Redeemed Will Live Active, Purposeful LivesIn the earth made
new the redeemed will engage in the occupationspeabsures that brought
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happiness to Adam and Eve in the beginning. ThaanEtewill be lived, the
life in garden and field. "They shall build housasd inhabit them; and they
shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of thermey shall not build, and
another inhabit; they shall not plant, and ano#dsdr for as the days of a tree
are the days of My people, and Mine elect shaljlenjoy the work of their
hands."

There every power will be developed, every capigbiticreased. The
grandest enterprises will be carried forward, titidst aspirations will be
reached, the highest ambitions realized. Andtidre will arise new heights
to surmount, new wonders to admire, new truths donprehend, fresh
objects to call forth the powers of body and mind aoul.
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Chapter 16

Heaven Is a School

Eternity Will Provide Endless Opportunity for Learg and Growth--
Heaven is a school; its field of study, the unieenss teacher, the Infinite
One. A branch of this school was established innEdad, the plan of
redemption accomplished, education will again bdeertaup in the Eden
school.

"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hawerezhinto the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for theat tbve Him." 1
Corinthians 2:9. Only through His Word can a knalge of these things be
gained; and even this affords but a partial reveaiat

The prophet of Patmos thus describes the locatidheoschool of the
hereafter:

"I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the hiestven and the first
earth were passed away.... And | John saw the Bdly New Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared asde ladorned for her
husband." Revelation 21:1, 2.

"The city had no need of the sun, neither of th@mao shine in it: for
the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb ig fight thereof." Revelation
21:23.

Between the school established in Eden at the begyrand the school
of the hereafter there lies the whole compass wf World's history--the
history of human transgression and suffering, ofingi sacrifice, and of
victory over death and sin. Not all the conditi@fighat first school of Eden
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will be found in the school of the future life. Nieee of knowledge of good
and evil will afford opportunity for temptation. Ntempter is there, no
possibility of wrong. Every character has withstdbd testing of evil, and
none are longer susceptible to its power.

“To him that overcometh," Christ says, "will | give eat of the tree of
life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of GoRevelation 2:7. The
giving of the tree of life in Eden was conditionand it was finally
withdrawn. But the gifts of the future life are ahge and eternal.

The prophet beholds the "river of water of lifeeal as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lart¥dnd on this side of
the river and on that was the tree of life." "Amere shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there @& more pain: for the
former things are passed away." Revelation 22:2,R.V.; 21:4.

“Thy people also shall be all righteous: They shalerit the land
forever, The branch of My planting, The work of Mgnds, That | may be
glorified." Isaiah 60:21.

Restored to His presence, man will again, as abdggnning, be taught
of God: "My people shall know My name: ... theylskaow in that day that
| am He that doth speak: behold, it is I." Isai&hes

"The tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwath them, and
they shall be His people, and God Himself shalinvitd them, and be their
God." Revelation 21:3.

"These are they which came out of great tribulateamd have washed
their robes, and made them white in the blood eflthmb. Therefore are
they before the throne of God, and serve Him dayraght in His temple....
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any moegther shall the sun light
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on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is inrtiiést of the throne shall
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fourdaih waters." Revelation
7:14-17.

"Now we see through a glass, darkly; but then fiacéace:" now we
know in part; but then shall we know even as als® ave known. 1
Corinthians 13:12.

"They shall see His face; and His name shall béheir foreheads."
Revelation 22:4.

There, when the veil that darkens our vision shalllfemoved, and our
eyes shall behold that world of beauty of which m@v catch glimpses
through the microscope; when we look on the gloaeshe heavens, now
scanned afar through the telescope; when, the tbbglsin removed, the
whole earth shall appear in "the beauty of the Lawd God," what a field
will be open to our study! There the student oésce may read the records
of creation and discern no reminders of the lawwf. He may listen to the
music of nature's voices and detect no note ofimgpibr undertone of
sorrow. In all created things he may trace one Wwaitidg--in the vast
universe behold "God's name writ large," and nodarth or sea or sky one
sign of ill remaining.

There the Eden life will be lived, the life in gardand field. "They shall
build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall tplameyards, and eat the
fruit of them. They shall not build, and anothenabit; they shall not plant,
and another eat: for as the days of a tree ardaye of My people, and Mine
elect shall long enjoy the work of their handsaidh 65:21, 22.

There shall be nothing to "hurt nor destroy in M§ holy mountain,
saith the Lord." Isaiah 65:25. There man will bstoeed to his lost kingship,
and the lower order of beings will again recogriiee sway; the fierce will

108



become gentle, and the timid trustful.

There will be open to the student, history of iitBnscope and of wealth
inexpressible. Here, from the vantage ground of'§&¥Wdord, the student is
afforded a view of the vast field of history andyntmin some knowledge of
the principles that govern the course of human wvd3ut his vision is still
clouded, and his knowledge incomplete. Not untilskends in the light of
eternity will he see all things clearly.

Then will be opened before him the course of treagconflict that had
its birth before time began, and that ends onlywime shall cease. The
history of the inception of sin; of fatal falsehoidits crooked working; of
truth that, swerving not from its own straight Eydnas met and conquered
error--all will be made manifest. The veil thatdimoses between the visible
and the invisible world will be drawn aside, andndgerful things will be
revealed.

Not until the providences of God are seen in thbktlof eternity shall we
understand what we owe to the care and interpositidis angels. Celestial
beings have taken an active part in the affairmen. They have appeared in
garments that shone as the lightning; they havescasnmen, in the garb of
wayfarers. They have accepted the hospitalitielsushan homes; they have
acted as guides to benighted travelers. They hhwarted the spoiler's
purpose and turned aside the stroke of the destroye

Though the rulers of this world know it not, yetesf in their councils
angels have been spokesmen. Human eyes have lopkedthem. Human
ears have listened to their appeals. In the colnadliland the court of justice,
heavenly messengers have pleaded the cause of drsecpted and
oppressed. They have defeated purposes and armstedhat would have
brought wrong and suffering to God's children. Te tstudents in the
heavenly school, all this will be unfolded.
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Every redeemed one will understand the ministramdels in his own
life. The angel who was his guardian from his eatlimoment; the angel
who watched his steps, and covered his head inladlgeof peril; the angel
who was with him in the valley of the shadow of ttheavho marked his
resting place, who was the first to greet him ia tRsurrection morning--
what will it be to hold converse with him, and &atn the history of divine
interposition in the individual life, of heavenlpaperation in every work for
humanity!

All the perplexities of life's experience will thdixe made plain. Where
to us have appeared only confusion and disappomntinigoken purposes
and thwarted plans, will be seen a grand, ovemuhnctorious purpose, a
divine harmony.

There all who have wrought with unselfish spiritiveiehold the fruit of
their labors. The outworking of every right prinlei@and noble deed will be
seen. Something of this we see here. But how ldflehe result of the
world's noblest work is in this life manifest teetboer!

How many toil unselfishly and unweariedly for thosko pass beyond
their reach and knowledge! Parents and teachedola in their last sleep,
their lifework seeming to have been wrought in ydahey know not that
their faithfulness has unsealed springs of blessirag can never cease to
flow; only by faith they see the children they hatrained become a
benediction and an inspiration to their fellow mand the influence repeat
itself a thousandfold. Many a worker sends out th® world messages of
strength and hope and courage, words that carssibig to hearts in every
land; but of the results he, toiling in lonelinessl obscurity, knows little. So
gifts are bestowed, burdens are borne, labor ig.dglen sow the seed from
which, above their graves, others reap blessedkh&vThey plant trees, that
others may eat the fruit. They are content hedentw that they have set in
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motion agencies for good. In the hereafter theoacind reaction of all these
will be seen.

Of every gift that God has bestowed, leading meartselfish effort, a
record is kept in heaven. To trace this in its wsgeeading lines, to look
upon those who by our efforts have been upliftedl @mobled, to behold in
their history the outworking of true principles4igiwill be one of the studies
and rewards of the heavenly school.

There we shall know even as also we are known.€eTtier loves and
sympathies that God has planted in the soul wild ftruest and sweetest
exercise. The pure communion with holy beings,taamonious social life
with the blessed angels and with the faithful onésll ages, the sacred
fellowship that binds together "the whole familyheaven and earth" all are
among the experiences of the hereatfter.

There will be music there, and song, such musicsamgdy as, save in the
visions of God, no mortal ear has heard or mincceed.

"As well the singers as the players on instrumshtd| be there." Psalm
87:7. "They shall lift up their voice, they shaihg for the majesty of the
Lord." Isaiah 24:14.

"For the Lord shall comfort Zion: He will comfortl dner waste places;
and He will make her wilderness like Eden, anddesert like the garden of
the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found thergianksgiving, and the
voice of melody." Isaiah 51:3.

There every power will be developed, every capigbiticreased. The
grandest enterprises will be carried forward, titidst aspirations will be
reached, the highest ambitions realized. Andtsidre will arise new heights
to surmount, new wonders to admire, new truths dongrehend, fresh
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objects to call forth the powers of body and mind aoul.

All the treasures of the universe will be open he study of God's
children. With unutterable delight we shall ent#oithe joy and the wisdom
of unfallen beings. We shall share the treasur@sedathrough ages upon
ages spent in contemplation of God's handiwork. #redyears of eternity,
as they roll, will continue to bring more gloriousvelations. "Exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think" (Ephesia:20) will be, forever
and forever, the impartation of the gifts of God.

"His servants shall serve Him." Revelation 22:3eTife on earth is the
beginning of the life in heaven; education on eastlan initiation into the
principles of heaven; the lifework here is a tragifor the lifework there.
What we now are, in character and holy servicthessure foreshadowing of
what we shall be.

“The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, tbutinister."”
Matthew 20:28. Christ's work below is His work abpand our reward for
working with Him in this world will be the greatpower and wider privilege
of working with Him in the world to come.

"Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, that | am Géghiah 43:12. This
also we shall be in eternity.

For what was the great controversy permitted tdinaa throughout the
ages? Why was it that Satan's existence was nahout at the outset of his
rebellion? It was that the universe might be cooethof God's justice in His
dealing with evil; that sin might receive eternahdemnation. In the plan of
redemption there are heights and depths that gtetself can never exhaust,
marvels into which the angels desire to look. Tadeemed only, of all
created beings, have in their own experience kntheractual conflict with
sin; they have wrought with Christ, and, as eves dhgels could not do,
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have entered into the fellowship of His sufferinggill they have no
testimony as to the science of redemption--nothinag will be of worth to
unfallen beings?

Even now, "unto the principalities and the powernsthe heavenly
places" is "made known through the church the méhivisdom of God."
And He "hath raised us up together, and made umgd#ther in heavenly
places: ... that in the ages to come He might ghevexceeding riches of His
grace in His kindness toward us through Christ dédtphesians 3:10, RV;
2.6, 7.

"In His temple doth everyone speak of His glorysdn 29:9), and the
song which the ransomed ones will sing--the sontheir experience--will
declare the glory of God: "Great and marvelousTdrg works, O Lord God,
the Almighty; righteous and true are Thy ways, Tlkdog of the ages. Who
shall not fear, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? fonoli only art holy."
Revelation 15:3, 4, R.V.

In our life here, earthly, sin-restricted thoughsit the greatest joy and
the highest education are in service. And in thar@ustate, untrammeled by
the limitations of sinful humanity, it is in sereichat our greatest joy and our
highest education will be found--witnessing, andreas we witness learning
anew "the riches of the glory of this mystery;" 'lalinis Christ in you, the
hope of glory." Colossians 1:27.

"It doth not yet appear what we shall be: but wewkrthat, when He
shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shak $ém as He is." 1 John
3:2.

Then, in the results of His work, Christ will betddts recompense. In
that great multitude which no man could numbersented "faultless before
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy" (J@d® He whose blood has
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redeemed and whose life has taught us, "shall sdeedravail of His soul,
and shall be satisfied." Isaiah 53:11.

Christ Will Be Our Teacher--Do you think we shall not learn anything
there? We have not the slightest idea of whattwdh be opened before us.
With Christ we shall walk beside the living wateke will unfold to us the
beauty and glory of nature. He will reveal whatisl¢o us and what we are
to Him. Truth we cannot know now because of fidimaitations, we shall
know hereatfter.

Heavenly Knowledge Will Be ProgressiveAll the treasures of the
universe will be open to the study of God's redekmidnfettered by
mortality, they wing their tireless flight to woddafar--worlds that thrilled
with sorrow at the spectacle of human woe and waitiy songs of gladness
at the tidings of a ransomed soul. With unutteratdéght the children of
earth enter into the joy and the wisdom of unfall&ngs. They share the
treasures of knowledge and understanding gainedghrthe ages upon ages
in contemplation of God's handiwork. With undimmasion they gaze upon
the glory of creation--suns and stars and systaths) their appointed order
circling the throne of Deity. Upon all things, frotine least to the greatest,
the Creator's name is written, and in all are tlolhes of His power
displayed.

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will brimgher and still more
glorious revelations of God and of Christ. As kneglde is progressive, SO
will love, reverence, and happiness increase. Toeemmen learn of God, the
greater will be their admiration of His character.

Higher Education in the Future Life--Christ, the heavenly Teacher,
will lead His people to the tree of life that grows either side of the river of
life, and He will explain to them the truths thegutd not in this life
understand. In that future life His people will ga&ihe higher education in its
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completeness. Those who enter the city of God hvalle the golden crowns
placed upon their heads. That will be a joyful scéhnat none of us can
afford to miss. We shall cast our crowns at the édelesus, and again and
again we will give Him the glory and praise His ywalame. Angels will
unite in the songs of triumph. Touching their golderps, they will fill all
heaven with rich music and songs to the Lamb.

Plan of Redemption Will Continually Unfold--In this life we can only
begin to understand the wonderful theme of redemptWith our finite
comprehension we may consider most earnestly theesland the glory, the
life and the death, the justice and the mercy, thet in the cross; yet with
the utmost stretch of our mental powers we fatasp its full significance.
The length and the breadth, the depth and the heginedeeming love are
but dimly comprehended. The plan of redemption witht be fully
understood, even when the ransomed see as thegamneand know as they
are known; but through the eternal ages new trailhcentinually unfold to
the wondering and delighted mind. Though the griefed pains and
temptations of earth are ended and the cause reimtheepeople of God will
ever have a distinct, intelligent knowledge of wtiair salvation has cost.

The cross of Christ will be the science and thegsohthe redeemed
through all eternity. In Christ glorified they wilbehold Christ crucified.
Never will it be forgotten that He whose power tegaand upheld the
unnumbered worlds through the vast realms of sphaeeBeloved of God,
the Majesty of heaven, He whom cherub and shinemgmh delighted to
adore--humbled Himself to uplift fallen man; thae Hbore the guilt and
shame of sin, and the hiding of His Father's fatte¢he woes of a lost world
broke His heart and crushed out His life on Cal\sacyoss.

That the Maker of all worlds, the Arbiter of all dmies, should lay
aside His glory and humiliate Himself from lovert@n will ever excite the
wonder and adoration of the universe. As the natmfrthe saved look upon
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their Redeemer and behold the eternal glory ofRather shining in His
countenance; as they behold His throne, which @nfreverlasting to
everlasting, and know that His kingdom is to haweend, they break forth in
rapturous song: "Worthy, worthy is the Lamb thatswsain, and hath
redeemed us to God by His own most precious blood!"

Eternity Cannot Fully Reveal God's Love-All the paternal love
which has come down from generation to generatwough the channel of
human hearts, all the springs of tenderness whaste lopened in the souls of
men, are but as a tiny rill to the boundless ooghan compared with the
infinite, exhaustless love of God. Tongue canntdrut; pen cannot portray
it. You may meditate upon it every day of your jlifou may search the
Scriptures diligently in order to understand ituymay summon every power
and capability that God has given you, in the eande# comprehend the
love and compassion of the heavenly Father; andthgge is an infinity
beyond.

You may study that love for ages; yet you can ndéwky comprehend
the length and the breadth, the depth and the teafihe love of God in
giving His Son to die for the world. Eternity itkelan never fully reveal it.
Yet as we study the Bible and meditate upon tleedifChrist and the plan of
redemption, these great themes will open to ourerstdnding more and
more. And it will be ours to realize the blessingieihn Paul desired for the
Ephesian church when he prayed "that the God ot.owdt Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give unto you the Spirit obdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Him; the eyes of your understandinigdpenlightened, that ye
may know what is the hope of His calling, and wihatriches of the glory of
His inheritance in the saints, and what is the edo®y greatness of His
power to usward who believe."
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Chapter 17

It Will Not Be Long

We Are Homeward Bound-The resurrection and ascension of our
Lord is a sure evidence of the triumph of the sagritGod over death and the
grave, and a pledge that heaven is open to thosewdsh their robes of
character and make them white in the blood of taml. Jesus ascended to
the Father as a representative of the human raceGad will bring those
who reflect His image to behold and share with Him glory.

There are homes for the pilgrims of earth. There @bes for the
righteous, with crowns of glory and palms of vigtoAll that has perplexed
us in the providences of God will in the world tonee be made plain. The
things hard to be understood will then find exptaora The mysteries of
grace will unfold before us. Where our finite mindéscovered only
confusion and broken promises, we shall see thd¢ perect and beautiful
harmony. We shall know that infinite love orderdtk texperiences that
seemed most trying. As we realize the tender cadim who makes all
things work together for our good, we shall rejonaéh joy unspeakable and
full of glory.

Pain cannot exist in the atmosphere of heaven.hénhome of the
redeemed there will be no tears, no funeral tramspbadges of mourning.
“The inhabitant shall not say, | am sick: the pedbhkt dwell therein shall be
forgiven their iniquity." Isaiah 33:24. One ricldé of happiness will flow
and deepen as eternity rolls on.

We are still amidst the shadows and turmoil oftdgractivities. Let us

consider most earnestly the blessed hereafterouefaith pierce through
every cloud of darkness and behold Him who diedtiersins of the world.
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He has opened the gates of paradise to all whaveee&d believe on Him.

To them He gives power to become the sons and tensgbf God. Let the

afflictions which pain us so grievously become riastive lessons, teaching
us to press forward toward the mark of the prizewfhigh calling in Christ.

Let us be encouraged by the thought that the L®bon to come. Let this
hope gladden our hearts. "Yet a little while, and tHat shall come will

come, and will not tarry." Hebrews 10:37. Blesseel those servants who,
when their Lord comes, shall be found watching.

We are homeward bound. He who loved us so mucb di tfor us hath
builded for us a city. The New Jerusalem is oucelaf rest. There will be
no sadness in the city of God. No wail of sorrow,dirge of crushed hopes
and buried affections, will evermore be heard. Sdba garments of
heaviness will be changed for the wedding garm®aan we shall witness
the coronation of our King. Those whose lives hiagen hidden with Christ,
those who on this earth have fought the good fajHtith, will shine forth
with the Redeemer's glory in the kingdom of God.

It will not be long till we shall see Him in whonuobhopes of eternal life
are centered. And in His presence, all the triats sufferings of this life will
be as nothingness. "Cast not away therefore yoofidence, which hath
great recompense of reward. For ye have need igfgat, that, after ye have
done the will of God, ye might receive the promiser yet a little while, and
He that shall come will come, and will not tarryérses 35-37.

Look up, look up, and let your faith continuallycrease. Let this faith
guide you along the narrow path that leads throinghgates of the city of
God into the great beyond, the wide, unboundedéunfiglory that is for the
redeemed. "Be patient therefore, brethren, untocthming of the Lord.
Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious &futhe earth, and hath
long patience for it, until he receive the earlyddatter rain. Be ye also
patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming oé tbord draweth nigh."

118



James 5:7, 8.

We Can Hasten His Coming-Christ tells us when the day of His
kingdom shall be ushered in. He does not say thaha world will be
converted, but that "this gospel of the kingdomlisha preached in all the
world for a withess unto all nations; and then lstred end come" (Matthew
24:14). By giving the gospel to the world, it is air power to hasten the
coming of the day of God. Had the church of Chiste her appointed work
as the Lord ordained, the whole world would befitvie have been warned,
and the Lord Jesus would have come to the eapbwer and great glory.

A Little Longer --Christ is coming with clouds and with great glo#y
multitude of shining angels will attend Him. He \abme to raise the dead,
and to change the living saints from glory to glarde will come to honor
those who have loved Him, and kept His commandmemid to take them
to Himself. He has not forgotten them nor His preeniThere will be a
relinking of the family chain. When we look uponralead, we may think of
the morning when the trump of God shall sound, wttee dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.6firthians 15:52.

A little longer, and we shall see the King in Hisalty. A little longer,
and He will wipe all tears from our eyes. A litttnger, and He will present
us "faultless before the presence of His glory vexiceeding joy." Jude 24.
Wherefore, when He gave the signs of His comingsHie, "When these
things begin to come to pass, then look up, andupfyour heads; for your
redemption draweth nigh."

Only A Little While --1t will only be a little while before Jesus will
come to save His children and to give them thesfimg touch of
immortality. "This corruptible shall have put orcorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality." The graves will iqgened, and the dead will
come forth victorious, crying, "O death, wherehs sting? O grave, where
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Is thy victory?" Our loved ones who sleep in Jesiiscome forth clothed
with immortality.

And as the redeemed shall ascend to heaven, tbs gfthe city of God
will swing back, and those who have kept the twih enter in. A voice,
richer than any music that ever fell on mortal eait] be heard saying,
"Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdanepared for you from
the foundation of the world." Then the righteoudl wneceive their reward.
Their lives will run parallel with the life of Jelaah. They will cast their
crowns at the Redeemer's feet, touch the goldepshand fill all heaven
with rich music.

The End Is at Hand-The coming of the Lord is nearer than when we
first believed. The great controversy is nearirg) end. Every report of
calamity by sea or land is a testimony to the faat the end of all things is
at hand. Wars and rumors of wars declare it. IsetheChristian whose pulse
does not beat with quickened action as he antefpahe great events
opening before us?

Sure Is the Promise-"Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in
God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house aa@ayrmansions: if it were
not so, | would have told you. I go to prepareacplfor you. And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again, aneéirex you unto Myself; that
where | am, there ye may be also." John 14:1-3.

Long have we waited for our Saviour's return. Bah&theless sure is
the promise. Soon we shall be in our promised home.

There Jesus will lead us beside the living strelamifg from the throne
of God and will explain to us the dark providenteugh which on this
earth He brought us in order to perfect our charactThere we shall behold
with undimmed vision the beauties of Eden restofgakting at the feet of
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the Redeemer the crowns that He has placed oneadshand touching our
golden harps, we shall fill all heaven with praiseHim that sitteth on the
throne.

Dwell on His Coming-Dwell on present truth, on Christ's second
coming. The Lord is coming very soon. We have anlytle while in which
to present the truth for this time--the truth tlsato convert souls. This truth
is to be presented in the utmost simplicity, eveiChrist presented it, so that
the people can understand what is truth. Truthdiglpel the clouds of error.

Essential Part of GospelThe preaching of Christ's second coming, the
announcement of its nearness, is shown to be @amtesspart of the gospel
message.

The Last Call--God has called this people to give to the wohd t
message of Christ's soon coming. We are to givadn the last call to the
gospel feast, the last invitation to the marriaggper of the Lamb.
Thousands of places that have not heard the @lletrto hear it. Many who
have not given the message are yet to proclairAgain | appeal to our
young men: Has not God called upon you to sourdrtt@ssage?

Talk, Pray, Believe-The Lord is soon coming. Talk it, pray it, bekev
it. Make it a part of the life. You will have to miea doubting, objecting
spirit, but this will give way before firm, consgstt trust in God. When
perplexities or hindrances present themselveghktsoul to God in songs of
thanksgiving. Gird on the Christian armor, and beesthat your feet are
"shod with the preparation of the gospel of peagéagach the truth with
boldness and fervor. Remember that the Lord lonksompassion upon this
field and that He knows its poverty and its nedake €fforts you are making
will not prove a failure.

Filled With Joy--We should be filled with joy at the thought of iGit's
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soon appearing. To those that love His appearingvilecome without sin
unto salvation. But if our minds are filled withotights of earthly things, we
cannot look forward with joy to His appearing.

Wait Cheerfully--The Lord is soon to come, and we must be prepared
to meet Him in peace. Let us be determined to dmaur power to impart
light to those around us. We are not to be sadcbeaérful, and we are to
keep the Lord Jesus ever before us.... We mustdmlyrand waiting for His
appearing. Oh, how glorious it will be to see Hand be welcomed as His
redeemed ones! Long have we waited, but our faittot to become weak. If
we can but see the King in His beauty, we shallfdyever and forever
blessed. | feel as if | must cry aloud, "Homewaodifid." We are nearing the
time when Christ will come with power and great rgloto take His
ransomed ones to their eternal home.

Do Not Speculate About When the End Will ComeThe times and
the seasons God has put in His own power. And vdsyrfot God given us
this knowledge? Because we would not make a rightaf it if He did. A
condition of things would result from this knowletlgmong our people that
would greatly retard the work of God in preparingeople to stand in the
great day that is to come. We are not to live uppore excitement. We are
not to be engrossed with speculations in regaittiéctimes and the seasons
which God has not revealed. Jesus has told Higptescto "watch,” but not
for a definite time. His followers are to be in thesition of those who are
listening for the orders of their Captain; they &mewatch, wait, pray, and
work, as they approach the time for the cominghefltord; but no one will
be able to predict just when that time will comey;, fof that day and hour
knoweth no man." You will not be able to say thatWill come in one, two,
or five years, neither are you to put off His coghby stating that it may not
be for ten or twenty years.
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Chapter 18

Heaven Can Begin Now

Heaven in Heart and Home-[Our Saviour] wants us to trust in Him,
believing His words so fully that we shall bringawen into our lives here
below. We can make heaven in heart and home assgglong if our lives
are hid with Christ in God. Thus we can bring joylacomfort into the lives
of others. Christ's joy will remain in us, and ¢ay will be full.

Kingdom of Grace Being Established The kingdom of God's grace is
now being established, as day by day hearts that haen full of sin and
rebellion yield to the sovereignty of His love. Bk full establishment of
the kingdom of His glory will not take place untiie second coming of
Christ to this world. "The kingdom and dominiondatie greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven," is to be givetthe people of the saints
of the Most High." Daniel 7:27. They shall inhdhe kingdom prepared for
them "from the foundation of the world." Matthew:2%. And Christ will
take to Himself His great power and will reign.

Heaven in Their Hearts-To His faithful followers Christ has been a
daily companion and familiar friend. They have v close contact, in
constant communion with God. Upon them the glonthef Lord has risen.
In them the light of the knowledge of the glory®@bd in the face of Jesus
Christ has been reflected. Now they rejoice in tingimmed rays of the
brightness and glory of the King in His majestyeyhare prepared for the
communion of heaven; for they have heaven in thedrts.

The Sweetest Type of HeaverHome should be made all that the word

implies. It should be a little heaven upon eartplace where the affections
are cultivated instead of being studiously représ§air happiness depends
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upon this cultivation of love, sympathy, and treeitesy to one another.

The sweetest type of heaven is a home where thét 8pithe Lord
presides. If the will of God is fulfilled, the humhd and wife will respect
each other and cultivate love and confidence.

A Pleasant and Cheerful Home Can Be Heaven on EariParents,
make your home a little heaven on earth. You cathd if you so choose.
You can make home so pleasant and cheerful thatillitbe the most
attractive place on earth to your children. Lemntheceive all the blessings
of the household. You can so relate yourselvesdd Bat His Spirit will
abide in your home. Come close to the bleeding sidbe Man of Calvary.
Those who are partakers with Him in His sufferimgd at last be partakers
with Him in His glory.

Our Institutions Can Be Heaven on Earth-As sons and daughters of
God, and members of the royal family, we are toned Him daily, that we
may do His will and represent His character. Theslof God received into
the heart is an active power for good. It quick#res faculties of the mind
and the powers of the soul; it enlarges the capé&mitfeeling, for loving. He
who loves God supremely will love all the childref God. He will ever
approach them with a respectful demeanor. And wieatlis position of
trust, his own considerate courtesy will win fomhtonfidence and respect.

If this spirit pervaded our institutions, leadingeeyone to manifest
toward his fellow-workers a love that is withoutssimulation, these
institutions would be a representation of heaverearih. They would be a
perpetual testimony to the world of what sanctifyitruth can do when
practiced by the receiver. Every man desires thatlbve may be exercised
toward himself; and God calls upon him to revea #ame spirit toward
others.
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Heaven Begins HereAs through Jesus we enter into rest, heaven
begins here. We respond to His invitation, Comardeof Me, and in thus
coming we begin the life eternal. Heaven is a deaseapproaching to God
through Christ. The longer we are in the heavebligk, the more and still
more of glory will be opened to us; and the morekwew of God, the more
intense will be our happiness. As we walk with 3esuthis life, we may be
filled with His love, satisfied with His presenc&ll that human nature can
bear, we may receive here.

When the Lord's people are filled with meekness tmdlerness, they
will realize that His banner over them is love, atd fruit will be sweet to
their taste. They will make a heaven below in whialprepare for heaven
above.

Heaven is to begin on this earth....

He who receives Christ by living faith has a liviegnnection with
God.... He carries with him the atmosphere of heawaich is the grace of
God, a treasure that the world cannot buy.

If you would be a saint in heaven, you must firstabsaint on earth.

"His servants shall serve Him." Revelation 22:3eTife on earth is the
beginning of the life in heaven; education on eastlan initiation into the
principles of heaven; the lifework here is a tragifor the lifework there.
What we now are, in character and holy servicthessure foreshadowing of
what we shall be.

"The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, tbuminister."”
Matthew 20:28. Christ's work below is His work abpand our reward for
working with Him in this world will be the greatpower and wider privilege
of working with Him in the world to come.
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"Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, that | am Gdéshiah 43:12. This
also we shall be in eternity.

The happiness of heaven will be found by conformioghe will of
God, and if men become members of the royal familiieaven, it will be
because heaven has begun with them on earth...righteous will take
every grace, every precious, sanctified abilitytpithe courts above, and
exchange earth for heaven. God knows who are tla &nd true subjects of
His kingdom on earth, and those who do His will mgarth as it is done in
heaven, will be made the members of the royal faatilove.

Heaven Begins in the SowlHeaven begins in the soul, and as
heavenly-mindedness increases, Christ is more amm@ mppreciated, and
finally becomes the Chiefest among ten thousand, @me altogether
lovely....

If we would see heaven, we must have heaven balsvmust have a
heaven to go to heaven in. We must have heavemrirfamilies, through
Christ continually approaching unto God. Christtie great center of
attraction, and the child of God hid in Christ, nse&ith God, and is lost in
the divine being. Prayer is the life of the sotlisi feeding on Christ; it is
turning our faces fully toward the Sun of Rightemess. As we turn our
faces toward Him, He turns His face toward us. étegé to give us divine
grace; and as we draw nigh to God with full assceanf faith, our spiritual
conceptions are quickened. We do not then walklimdbess, bemoaning
our spiritual barrenness; for by diligent, prayédaarching of the Word of
God, we apply His rich promises unto our souls. @dlaglraw close to our
side, and the enemy with his manifold devices igeair back.

As our Redeemer leads us to the threshold of theithy flushed with
the glory of God, we may catch the themes of prars# thanksgiving from
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the heavenly choir round about the throne; andnasetho of the angels'
song is awakened in our earthly homes, heartsheildrawn closer to the
heavenly singers. Heaven's communion begins oih.edfé learn here the
keynote of its praise.

Life-Giving Fruit Ours Through Christ --The fruit of the tree of life in
the Garden of Eden possessed supernatural virtueal of it was to live
forever. Its fruit was the antidote of death. Haves were for the sustaining
of life and immortality. But through man's disobeakte, death entered the
world. Adam ate of the tree of the knowledge of dj@md evil, the fruit of
which he had been forbidden to touch. His transipes opened the
floodgates of woe upon our race.

After the entrance of sin, the heavenly Husbandtrarsplanted the tree
of life to the Paradise above; but its brancheglaer the wall to the lower
world. Through the redemption purchased by the dlob Christ, we may
still eat of its life-giving fruit.

Of Christ it is written, "In him was life; and tHdée was the light of
men." He is the fountain of life. Obedience to Hsrthe life-giving power
that gladdens the soul.

Christ declares: "I am the bread of life; he thatheth to me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall nevestth{John 6:57, 63;
Revelation 2:7, last part, quoted].

Bible Study Brings Heaven to Church-Christ and His Word are in
perfect harmony. Received and obeyed, they opemeapath for the feet of
all who are willing to walk in the light as Christin the light. If the people
of God would appreciate His Word, we should haveeaven in the church
here below. Christians would be eager, hungry,etarch the Word. They
would be anxious for time to compare scripture wstripture and to
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meditate upon the Word. They would be more eagethalight of the Word
than for the morning paper, magazines, or noveleirTgreatest desire
would be to eat the flesh and drink the blood & 8on of God. And as a
result their lives would be conformed to the pnolkes and promises of the
Word. Its instruction would be to them as the |leawé the tree of life. It
would be in them a well of water, springing up indwerlasting life.
Refreshing showers of grace would refresh and esthe soul, causing them
to forget all toil and weariness. They would besgthened and encouraged
by the words of inspiration.

Ministers would be inspired with divine faith. Therayers would be
characterized by earnestness, filled with the divassurance of truth.
Weariness would be forgotten in the sunlight of vesa Truth would be
interwoven with their lives, and its heavenly prples would be as a fresh,
running stream, constantly satisfying the soul.

By Faith We May Stand on the Threshold-What sustained the Son of
God during His life of toil and sacrifice? He sawe tresults of the travail of
His soul and was satisfied. Looking into eternilg, beheld the happiness of
those who through His humiliation had received pardnd everlasting life.
His ear caught the shout of the redeemed. He hdmrdansomed ones
singing the song of Moses and the Lamb.

We may have a vision of the future, the blessedonéseaven. In the
Bible are revealed visions of the future glory,reee pictured by the hand of
God, and these are dear to His church. By faithmas stand on the
threshold of the eternal city, and hear the grasimelcome given to those
who in this life cooperate with Christ, regardingas an honor to suffer for
His sake.

God is not pleased to have His people hanging dadkpainful pictures
in memory's hall. He would have every soul pluckiihg roses and the lilies
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and the pinks, hanging memory's hall with the pnesipromises of God
blooming all over the garden of God. He would hasawelling upon them,
our senses sharp and clear, taking them in th#iriélnness, talking of the
joy that is set before us. He would have us livimghe world, yet not of it,
our affections taking hold of eternal things. Heuwabhave us talking of the
things which He has prepared for those that lowa.Hihis will attract our
minds, awaken our hopes and expectations, andgstiam our souls to
endure the conflicts and trials of this life. As weell on these scenes the
Lord will encourage our faith and confidence. Hdl wraw aside the vell
and give us glimpses of the saints' inheritance.

Christ became one flesh with us, in order that wghinbecome one
spirit with Him. It is by virtue of this union thate are to come forth from
the grave--not merely as a manifestation of thegraav Christ, but because,
through faith, His life has become ours. Those whe Christ in His true
character, and receive Him into the heart, havela&steng life. It is through
the Spirit that Christ dwells in us; and the SparitGod, received into the
heart by faith, is the beginning of the life etdrna

A Foretaste for the Humble-We need Jesus abiding in the heart, a
constant living wellspring; then the streams flogvinom the living fountain
will be pure, sweet, and heavenly. Then the fotetaEheaven will be given
to the humble in heart.

Christ in The Soul Is Heaven-Rest yourself wholly in the hands of
Jesus. Contemplate His great love, and while yoditate upon His self-
denial, His infinite sacrifice made in our behalf order that we should
believe in Him, your heart will be filled with holjoy, calm peace, and
indescribable love. As we talk of Jesus, as we uatin Him in prayer, our
confidence that He is our personal, loving Savmil strengthen, and His
character will appear more and more lovely.... W&y ranjoy rich feasts of
love, and as we fully believe that we are His byp@mn, we may have a

129



foretaste of heaven.

Wait upon the Lord in faith. The Lord draws out 8wl in prayer, and
gives us to feel His precious love. We have a ressmo Him, and can hold
sweet communion with Him. We obtain distinct viesfHis tenderness and
compassion, and our hearts are broken and meltidcamntemplation of the
love that is given to us. We feel indeed an abidbigist in the soul.... Our
peace is like a river, wave after wave of glorysahto the heart, and indeed
we sup with Jesus and He with us. We have a regligénse of the love of
God, and we rest in His love. No language can dmsadt, it is beyond
knowledge. We are one with Christ, our life is idh Christ in God. We
have the assurance that when He who is our lifé¢ appear, then shall we
also appear with Him in glory. With strong confidgenwe can call God our
Father. Whether we live or die, we are the LorHis. Spirit makes us like
Jesus Christ in temper, and disposition, and weesgmt Christ to others.

When Christ is abiding in the soul the fact carm®hid; for He is like a
well of water springing up into everlasting life.&A¢an but represent the
likeness of Christ in our character, and our woads, deportment, produces
in others a deep, abiding, increasing love for deand we make manifest ...
that we are conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.
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Chapter 19

The Music of Heaven

A New Song About to Be SungThere is a day just about to burst upon
us when God's mysteries will be seen, and all Hiyswindicated; when
justice, mercy, and love will be the attributedHi$ throne. When the earthly
warfare is accomplished, and the saints are dilegatl home, our first theme
will be the song of Moses, the servant of God. $beond theme will be the
song of the Lamb, the song of grace and redempiitis song will be
louder, loftier, and in sublimer strains, echoingl ae-echoing through the
heavenly courts. Thus the song of God's provides®eing, connecting the
varying dispensations; for all is now seen withauteil between the legal,
the prophetical, and the gospel.

The church history upon the earth and the churdaamed in heaven all
center around the cross of Calvary. This is thenthethis is the song--Christ
all and in all--in anthems of praise resoundingotigh heaven from
thousands and ten thousand times ten thousandnaindumerable company
of the redeemed host. All unite in this song of B®and of the Lamb. Itis a
new song, for it was never before sung in heaven.

Angels Welcome the King and His Redeemed With A Sgnof
Triumph --In that day the redeemed will shine forth in thiery of the
Father and the Son. The angels, touching theiregoltarps, will welcome
the King and His trophies of victory--those who @dbeen washed and made
white in the blood of the Lamb. A song of triumphlyeal forth, filling all
heaven. Christ has conquered. He enters the hgageuntts, accompanied
by His redeemed ones, the witnesses that His missfosuffering and
sacrifice has not been in vain.
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Heavenly Music-The prophet caught the sound of music there [in
heaven], and song, such music and song as, sawhe wisions of God, no
mortal ear has heard or mind conceived. "The raesoof the Lord shall
return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasiygupon their heads:
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrowsaglking shall flee away."
"Joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgivand the voice of
melody." "As well the singers as the players ortrumeents shall be there."
"They shall lift up their voice, they shall singrfthe majesty of the Lord."
Isaiah 35:10; 51:3; Psalm 87:7; Isaiah 24:14.

What a song that will be when the ransomed of thwel Imeet at the gate
of the Holy City, which is thrown back on its géittng hinges and the
nations that have kept His word--His commandmeaitder into the city, the
crown of the overcomer is placed upon their headd,the golden harps are
placed in their hands! All heaven is filled witleli music, and with songs of
praise to the Lamb. Saved, everlastingly savetherkingdom of glory! To
have a life that measures with the life of God+tkahe reward.

The 144,000 Sing the Song of Their Experiene&Jpon the crystal sea
before the throne, that sea of glass as it weregleun with fire--so
resplendent is it with the glory of God--are gadtethe company that have
"gotten the victory over the beast, and over higga) and over his mark, and
over the number of his name." With the Lamb uporulMZion, "having the
harps of God," they stand, the hundred and forti/faar thousand that were
redeemed from among men; and there is heard, aothe of many waters,
and as the sound of a great thunder, "the voideangders harping with their
harps.” And they sing "a new song" before the thr@asong which no man
can learn save the hundred and forty and four #omalisit is the song of
Moses and the Lamb--a song of deliverance. Nond¢heuhundred and forty-
four thousand can learn that song; for it is thegsof their experience--an
experience such as no other company have everhihése are they which
follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth." These,imgween translated
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from the earth, from among the living, are coundsd'the first fruits unto
God and to the Lamb." Revelation 15:2, 3; 14:1-5.

“In His temple doth everyone speak of His glorysdPn 29:9), and the
song which the ransomed ones will sing--the sontheir experience--will
declare the glory of God: "Great and marvelousTdrg works, O Lord God,
the Almighty; righteous and true are Thy ways, Tlkog of the ages. Who
shall not fear, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? Fdroli only art holy."
Revelation 15:3, 4, R.V.

The days of pain and weeping are forever ended.Kiihg of glory has
wiped the tears from all faces; every cause off ¢naés been removed. Amid
the waving of palm branches they [the redeemed} foth a song of praise,
clear, sweet, and harmonious; every voice takeghepstrain, until the
anthem swells through the vaults of heaven.

As the nations of the saved look upon their Redeaand behold the
eternal glory of the Father shining in His counteaeg as they behold His
throne which is from everlasting to everlastingg &mow that His kingdom
is to have no end, they break forth in rapturougys6Worthy, worthy is the
Lamb that was slain, and hath redeemed us to Gddidogwn most precious
blood!" The Great Controversy, 651, 652.

The Redeemed Will Make Rich Music in HeavenThen | saw a very
great number of angels bring from the city gloriaerewns--a crown for
every saint, with his name written thereon. As 3desalled for the crowns,
angels presented them to Him, and with His owntrigind, the lovely Jesus
placed the crowns on the heads of the saints.drséime manner the angels
brought the harps, and Jesus presented them alsihetosaints. The
commanding angels first struck the note, and themyevoice was raised in
grateful, happy praise, and every hand skillfullyept over the strings of the
harp, sending forth melodious music in rich andemtrstrains. Then | saw
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Jesus lead the redeemed company to the gate oityhéle laid hold of the
gate and swung it back on its glittering hinges hade the nations that had
kept the truth enter in. Within the city there veagrything to feast the eye.
Rich glory they beheld everywhere. Then Jesus ldakson His redeemed
saints; their countenances were radiant with glemyd as He fixed His
loving eyes upon them, He said, with His rich, makwvoice, "l behold the
travail of My soul, and am satisfied. This rich lois yours to enjoy
eternally. Your sorrows are ended. There shall bemore death, neither
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any nmam." | saw the redeemed
host bow and cast their glittering crowns at thet t# Jesus, and then, as His
lovely hand raised them up, they touched their goldarps and filled all
heaven with their rich music and songs to the Lamb.

Before entering the City of God, the Saviour bestoyvon His followers
the emblems of victory and invests them with thegnia of their royal state.
The glittering ranks are drawn up in the form dfadlow square about their
King, whose form rises in majesty high above sant angel, whose
countenance beams upon them full of benignant IGdeoughout the
unnumbered host of the redeemed every glancead fipon Him, every eye
beholds

His glory whose "visage was so marred more thanraay, and His
form more than the sons of men." Upon the headkebvercomers, Jesus
with His own right hand places the crown of gldfgr each there is a crown,
bearing his own "new name" (Revelation 2:17), amh@ tnscription,
"Holiness to the Lord." In every hand are placed victor's palm and the
shining harp. Then, as the commanding angels sthi&enote, every hand
sweeps the harp strings with skillful touch, awaksweet music in rich,
melodious strains. Rapture unutterable thrills yJerart, and each voice is
raised in grateful praise: "Unto Him that loved aad washed us from our
sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings arebis unto God and His
Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever amdré' Revelation 1:5, 6.
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The Perfect Music of Heaver| have been shown the order, the perfect
order, of heaven, and have been enraptured asnhdd to the perfect music
there. After coming out of vision, the singing hér@s sounded very harsh
and discordant. | have seen companies of angels, sidod in a hollow
square, everyone having a harp of gold. At the ehdhe harp was an
instrument to turn to set the harp or change thegsuTheir fingers did not
sweep over the strings carelessly, but they toucatiéfdrent strings to
produce different sounds. There is one angel whhayd leads, who first
touches the harp and strikes the note, then allijothe rich, perfect music
of heaven. It cannot be described. It is melodgpyvealy, divine, while from
every countenance beams the image of Jesus, shinitly glory
unspeakable.

A Song First Sung on Earth-The redeemed cast their glittering crowns
at the feet of Jesus; and then the angelic chalestthe note of victory, and
the angels in the two columns take up the song,tla@dedeemed host join
as though they had been singing the song on thie, @ad they have been.

Oh, what music! There is not an inharmonious ndigery voice
proclaims, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." $¢é&s of the travail of His
soul, and is satisfied. Do you think anyone theiletake time to tell of his
trials and terrible difficulties? "The former shabt be remembered, nor
come into mind." "God shall wipe away all tearsnfraheir eyes."Ms 18,
1894 quoted in The S.D.A. Bible Commentary 6:1093.

Sing Heaven's Song HereJesus is soon coming, and our position
should be that of waiting and watching for His aguoeg. We should not
allow anything to come in between us and Jesusmi¥& learn here to sing
the song of heaven, so that when our warfare is weecan join in the song
of the heavenly angels in the city of God. Whahest song? It is praise, and
honor, and glory unto Him that sitteth upon theoti®, and unto the Lamb
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for ever and ever.

Every act, every deed of justice and mercy and \adaace, makes
music in heaven.

As you open your door to Christ's needy and sufteiones, you are
welcoming unseen angels. You invite the companipnghheavenly beings.
They bring a sacred atmosphere of joy and peacey €thme with praises
upon their lips, and an answering strain is heartigaaven. Every deed of
mercy makes music there. The Father from His thramabers the unselfish
workers among his most precious treasures.
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Chapter 20

A Call for Us to Be There

By Faith Behold Eternity--The prophet caught the sound of music
there [in the City of God], and song, such musid aong as, save in the
visions of God, no mortal ear has heard or mindceed. "The ransomed
of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with gerand everlasting joy
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and glasinesd sorrow and sighing
shall flee away." "Joy and gladness shall be fdinedein, thanksgiving, and
the voice of melody." "As well the singers as tlegyprs on instruments shall
be there." "They shall lift up their voice, theyaitsing for the majesty of the
Lord." Isaiah 35:10; 51:3; Psalm 87:7; Isaiah 24:14

In the earth made new, the redeemed will engadjeeimccupations and
pleasures that brought happiness to Adam and Eukerbeginning. The
Eden life will be lived, the life in garden andlfie"They shall build houses,
and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyara&l aat the fruit of them.
They shall not build, and another inhabit; theylishat plant, and another
eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of &ple, and Mine elect shall
long enjoy the work of their hands." Isaiah 65:22,

There every power will be developed, every capigbiticreased. The
grandest enterprises will be carried forward, thitidst aspirations will be
reached, the highest ambitions realized. And stiélre will appear new
heights to surmount, new wonders to admire, neuhdriio comprehend,
fresh objects of study to call forth the powerdofly and mind and soul.

The prophets to whom these great scenes were eglvdahged to

understand their full import. They "inquired andasded diligently: ...
searching what, or what manner of time the SpifriCarist which was in
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them did signify.... Unto whom it was revealed tthat unto themselves, but
unto us they did minister the things, which are neported unto you." 1
Peter 1:10-12.

To us who are standing on the very verge of thdifllment, of what
deep moment, what living interest, are these datioes of the things to
come--events for which, since our first parentaédrtheir steps from Eden,
God's children have watched and waited, longedpaaged!

Fellow pilgrim, we are still amid the shadows amdnioil of earthly
activities; but soon our Saviour is to appear taodpdeliverance and rest. Let
us by faith behold the blessed hereafter as pidtbyethe hand of God. He
who died for the sins of the world is opening wile gates of Paradise to all
who believe on Him. Soon the battle will have bé&mght, the victory won.
Soon we shall see Him in whom our hopes of etdifegahre centered. And
in His presence the trials and sufferings of theswill seem as nothingness.
The former things "shall not be remembered, noreorto mind."

"Cast not away therefore your confidence, whictltakat recompense
of reward. For ye have need of patience, thatyr gtehave done the will of
God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a litlgle, and He that shall
come will come, and will not tarry." "Israel shalke saved ... with an
everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamedcanfounded world without
end." Isaiah 65:17; Hebrews 10:35-37; Isaiah 45:17.

Look up, look up, and let your faith continuallycrease. Let this faith
guide you along the narrow path that leads thrahghgates of the city into
the great beyond, the wide, unbounded future ofyghhat is for the
redeemed. "Be patient therefore, brethren, untocthming of the Lord.
Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious @futhe earth, and hath
long patience for it, until he receive the earlyddatter rain. Be ye also
patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming oé tbord draweth nigh."
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James 5:7, 8.

The nations of the saved will know no other lawntiiae law of heaven.
All will be a happy, united family, clothed withdéhgarments of praise and
thanksgiving. Over the scene the morning stars suily together, and the
sons of God will shout for joy, while God and Chriwill unite in
proclaiming. "There shall be no more sin, neithealisthere be any more
death."

"And it shall come to pass, that from one new mtmoanother, and from
one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh come teskprbefore Me, saith the
Lord." "The glory of the Lord shall be revealeddaall flesh shall see it
together." "The Lord God will cause righteousnasd praise to spring forth
before all the nations." "In that day shall the d.af hosts be for a crown of
glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the resiolfudis people."

"The Lord shall comfort Zion: He will comfort alleln waste places; and
He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her dddee the garden of the
Lord." "The glory of Lebanon shall be given untg the excellency of
Carmel and Sharon." "Thou shalt no more be ternwddken; neither shall
thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou $leatalled My Delight,
and thy land Beulah.... As the bridegroom rejoicatier the bride, so shall
thy God rejoice over thee." Isaiah 66:23; 40:5jdka61:11; 28:5; Isaiah
51:3; 35:2; Isaiah 62:4, 5, margin.

On The Verge of Fulfillment--We are living in a most solemn period of
this earth's history. There is never time to sinjsi always perilous to
continue in transgression, but in a special seadhis true at the present
time. We are now upon the very borders of the atenorld and stand in a
more solemn relation to time and to eternity thaeerdefore. Now let every
person search his own heart and plead for the tioiggams of the Sun of
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Righteousness to expel all spiritual darkness at@hnse from
defilement.

To us who are standing on the very verge of thdiiliment, of what
deep moment, what living interest, are these datioes of the things to
come--events for which, since our first parentaédrtheir steps from Eden,
God's children have watched and waited, longedoaayged!

Fellow pilgrim, we are still amid the shadows amdnioil of earthly
activities, but soon our Saviour is to appear tagpdeliverance and rest. Let
us by faith behold the blessed hereafter, as @dthy the hand of God.

An Appeal for Personal Preparation-l urge you to prepare for the
coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven. Day by dast the love of the
world out of your hearts. Understand by experiewbat it means to have
fellowship with Christ. Prepare for the judgmentatt when Christ shall
come to be admired in all them that believe, yow fm@ among those who
will meet Him in peace.

We Are Homeward Bound-We are still amidst the shadows and
turmoil of earthly activities. Let us consider masarnestly the blessed
hereafter. Let our faith pierce through every clmfddarkness and behold
Him who died for the sins of the world. He has agmkthe gates of paradise
to all who receive and believe on Him. To them Heeg power to become
the sons and daughters of God. Let the afflictiovisich pain us so
grievously become instructive lessons, teachingousress forward toward
the mark of the prize of our high calling in Chriket us be encouraged by
the thought that the Lord is soon to come. Let bupe gladden our hearts.
"Yet a little while, and He that shall come willroe, and will not tarry."
Hebrews 10:37. Blessed are those servants who, wien Lord comes,
shall be found watching.
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We are homeward bound. He who loved us so mucb die tfor us hath
builded for us a city. The New Jerusalem is ouc@laf rest. There will be
no sadness in the city of God. No wail of sorrow,dirge of crushed hopes
and buried affections, will evermore be heard. Sdba garments of
heaviness will be changed for the wedding garm®aan we shall witness
the coronation of our King. Those whose lives hiagen hidden with Christ,
those who on this earth have fought the good fajHtith, will shine forth
with the Redeemer's glory in the kingdom of God.

It will not be long till we shall see Him in whonuobhopes of eternal life
are centered. And in His presence, all the triats sufferings of this life will
be as nothingness. "Cast not away therefore yoofidence, which hath
great recompense of reward. For ye have need igfgat, that, after ye have
done the will of God, ye might receive the promiser yet a little while, and
He that shall come will come, and will not tarry/érses 35-37. Look up,
look up, and let your faith continually increaset khis faith guide you along
the narrow path that leads through the gates ofitigeof God into the great
beyond, the wide, unbounded future of glory thatoisthe redeemed. "Be
patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of tlerd. Behold, the
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of thethreaand hath long
patience for it, until he receive the early andelatain. Be ye also patient;
stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lordwdeth nigh." James 5:7, 8.

The Great Controversy Is Ended; Sin Is No More-And the years of
eternity, as they roll, will bring richer and stiiore glorious revelations of
God and of Christ. As knowledge is progressivewdblove, reverence, and
happiness increase. The more men learn of Godgbater will be their
admiration of His character. As Jesus opens befoeen the riches of
redemption and the amazing achievements in thet gr@aroversy with
Satan, the hearts of the ransomed thrill with nfereent devotion, and with
more rapturous joy they sweep the harps of gold;tan thousand times ten
thousand and thousands of thousands of voices tmitavell the mighty
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chorus of praise.

"And every creature which is in heaven, and onghith, and under the
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all thanhatem, heard | saying,
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be timo that sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever." Rl 5:13.

The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners@more. The entire
universe is clean. One pulse of harmony and gladbeats through the vast
creation. From Him who created all, flow life anight and gladness,
throughout the realms of illimitable space. From thinutest atom to the
greatest world, all things, animate and inanimatéheir unshadowed beauty
and perfect joy, declare that God is love.
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