THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT

W. W. Prescott



No. 1

AT 7:00 o'clock P. M., Prof. Prescott commenceddissourse
upon the promise of the Holy Spirit. He read asantlation Luke
11:5-13. He said: The study we are to take up esstiudy of the
Holy Spirit. Ever since this subject was assigrede, | have been
thinking about it, how it could be studied in a wapst practical. It
will be my plan to move along by easy steps to ix@eg the Spirit,
and when the Spirit is received it will teach usrenabout itself that
we can learn in any other way.

| shall not take up any theory, for it would beafong. It is not
theory we want so much as experience. This scapiturave read
says if we knew how to give good gifts unto ourart@n how much
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy $poithem that
ask him. We do know that it is a pleasure for udddhat. And he is
not only as willing to give his Spirit, but he isunh more willing to
give it to those who ask him. You think how mucly jbgives you
to bestow good gifts to your children, and thenesrner that God
is much more willing to give the gift of the Spitit you. Why do we
not have it? Let us see if we can find the reaBoof. Prescott then
read John 14:14: "If ye shall ask anything in myneal will do it."
Notice the expression "in my name." (Read verse ZH)e
Comforter which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Fathdt send in
my name." The Comforter is sent in Christ's name. rdad also in
John 15:16, "that whatever ye shall ask of the éfaitih my name it
shall be given you."

Whatever we ask in Christ's name we shall recéiieat then is
it to ask in Christ's name, if all our petitionseao be presented
thus? Let the following from Steps to Christ, laidswer:--



"Jesus said, 'Ye shall ask in my name: and | s&y you that |
will pray the Father for you, for the Father hinideleth you.' 'l
have chosen you, ... that whatsoever ye shall Bgled~ather in my
name, he may give it you.' But to pray in the namhelesus is
something more than a mere mention of that nantieeabeginning
and the ending of a prayer. It is to pray in thexanand Spirit of
Jesus, while we believe his promises, rely uporghase, and work
in his works."

Now we see what is meant by asking in Christ's ndms to
pray in the mind and the Spirit of Christ, whileuybelieve in his
promises and rely upon his grace to work in hisksoWhen we
have this mind in us, we expect what we ask we sbed¢ive. Then
suppose we ask and our request has not been grantex? \What
then? We should go back to the word and ask imame, in the
mind and in the Spirit of Jesus, while we believ® fromises and
work in his works. We must do it while believingsipromises; must
ask in living faith, the faith that makes every waf God a living
reality to us. That will make us living representes of God: that
makes Christ take us and do the works through hesd who thus
believe on him have that grace which is an actgenay that works
in us.

To ask, then, on this basis means that Christ mwstl in us.
We can truly ask in the name of Christ only whendiaells in us.
Faith is the gift of God, and grace is the giftGdd, and it can only
be wrought in us when Christ dwells in us and wdhes works of
God. Everyone who asks according to the true meamnthe
expression receives the Holy Spirit. If we haveeasknd have not
received it, there is a reason on our part, anendbod's part.



We should find out what is in the way of the peonttal season,
and then we want to remove it. This is the mostartgnt thing
before us. There is nothing that my soul longafiore than that the
baptism of the Spirit shall rest upon the servime&od at this time.
Let us address ourselves to find out what it i$ bnaders, and then
by the help of God remove it. This will not comeu®in our way. It
will not come to us in any easy, passive manner. st have
experiences like removing right eyes and cutting rgfht hands.
Everyone who wants that experience, wants to bdyréa give
everything, even life itself, to God. [Murmurs ofm&n.] And we
should remember that it is easier to say Amen thanto do what
God says.

Let us now look for the reason: We read in Reveiafl that
there are to be 144,000 who will have the sedh@efiving God. The
same company are again brought to view in Revaldtdy and it is
said of them in verse 5, they are without faultobefthe throne of
God. The same expression is again used in 1 Pel@r without
blemish. Again in Jude 24, faultless. And agaifColossians 1:22,
it is unblamable. The thought is that as Christithout blemish so
we are to be.

Prof. Prescott then read Revelation 18:1. We alleustand that
this refers to the closing work of the third angeliessage, when it
will go with a loud cry. And now | will read fromnaarticle from
Sister White in the REVIEW of Nov. 22, 1892:--

"Let everyone who claims to believe that the Losdsioon
coming, search the Scriptures as never before; Satan is
determined to try every device possible to keedssoudarkness,
and blind the mind to the perils of the times iniethwe are living.
Let every believer take up his Bible with earnastypr, that he may
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be enlightened by the Holy Spirit as to what ightyuhat he may
know more of God and of Jesus Christ whom he haii. Search
for the truth as for hidden treasures, and disajigbe enemy. The
time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry bé tthird angel has
already begun in the revelation of the righteousmmé<Christ, the sin
pardoning Redeemer. This is the beginning of thlet lof the angel
whose glory shall fill the whole earth."

Now that angel of Revelation 18 is the angel tkatijoin the
third angel and swell the message into a loud &Angl this message
from Sister White says it has already begun toeshidhat, then, is
our duty at this time? It is to go out and give tl@UD cry of the
message to the world. Prof. Prescott then read ftbimstorical
Sketches of Foreign Missions," p.155.

"Our only safeguard against the wiles of Sataroiglitigently
study the Scriptures; to have an intelligent un@@ding of the
reasons of our faith; and to faithfully perform gv&nown duty.

The indulgence of one known sin will cause weaknasd
darkness, and subject us to fierce temptation. Are our
supplications ascending to God in living faith? Ave opening the
door of the heart to Jesus, and closing every meaestrance to
Satan? Are we daily obtaining clearer light ancatge strength, that
we may stand in Christ's righteousness? Are weyangpbur hearts
of all selfishness, and cleansing them, preparaimeceiving the
latter rain from heaven?"

We must overcome the disposition to sin or we cam@ceive
the latter rain. The light that is to lighten theatlh with its glory has
already begun to shine. What does this mean toractigally? It
means that the shaking time is here and that Ggdirgy to make a
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separation in his own people, and those who dohaet Jesus
living in them will not be permitted to take anyrpan the work of

God when it swells into a loud cry. To my mind Goas begun to
deal with his people in dead earnest. It is no timdally with God,;

no time to spend in idleness. If ever God's peableuld walk

carefully and softly before him it is now. His péomt this time

should wait for the power of God.

Revelation 3:18. What is the counsel of the faitrdod true
witness? It is to be either cold or hot. God warg$o be something.
He wants us to be one thing or the other. The g@d in the fire is
the faith and love; the clothing is the righteowssnef Christ, and the
anointing is the unction of the Holy Spirit. Theepching of this will
cause the shaking among God's people. Standingitlésof events
that have taken place the last four years we asls W been
fulfilled? Some think they do not need the rightewess of Christ,
and others oppose it.

As many as he loves he rebukes and chastens. eastay the
week of prayer the especial testimony to us was ZBalous,
therefore, and repent." Many more people than wagine are
longing for Jesus Christ. The loud cry and theelathin go together.
As the time has come for the loud cry it has alsme for the latter
rain, and we are to ask for it.

The first work of the Spirit of God is to convinas of sin, and
it will be the same here. If we do not say yes wilem Spirit
convinces us of sin, it will not convince us ofigousness.

The Lord has long been waiting to give us his &pite is even
now impatiently waiting that he may bestow it upg How much
longer shall he have to wait?



Now we have been accustomed to turn to pentecadsteasme
when the Lord did the greatest work he ever didhierpeople. But
now a work that will be greater than pentecostlegun, and there
are those here who will see it. It is here, itasvrwe are to be fitted
for the work. We have not a moment to lose; nooanent to waste.



No. 2

Hebrews 1:9: "Thou hast loved righteousness, antedha
iniquity: therefore God, even thy God, hath anaintieee with the
oil of gladness above thy fellows." This scriptofecourse refers to
Christ, and we wish to note one or two things akbblefore we
take the general meaning. "Thou hast loved rigl#eess, and hated
iniquity." This word iniquity is the same word thatin 1 John 3:4, -
- transgression of the law -- "Whosoever committetin
transgresseth also the law; for sin is the trarssgoa of the law," or
iniquity, or lawlessness. Thou hast loved rightemss, and hated
the transgression of the law, or hated lawlessridéissrefore God,
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil aldgless above thy
fellows." Fellows. This word "fellows" is found the seventh verse
of the fifth chapter of Luke where it is translatggtners. "And they
beckoned unto their partners, which were in thesio8hip." Their
partners. Now | will read the verse a little di#at. Thou hast loved
righteousness and hated sin, iniquity, transgrassib the law,
"therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed theth wWie oil of
gladness above thy partners." Who are the partnss?, we are
the partners; we are workers together with God, ane laborers
together with him, we are God's fellow-workers.

Now turn if you please, to Acts 10:37, 38: "Thatrdjol say ye
know, which was published throughout all Judea, began from
Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; kg anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with powdo went
about doing good, and healing all that were oppctsd the devil;
for God was with him." You will remember the testiny that was
borne about Jesus by Nicodemus, as recorded ithitldechapter of
John and the second verse. "For no man can do thieaeles that
thou doest, except God be with him." Read in Ma&kL.Z, 18: "And
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these signs shall follow them that believe: in rame shall they
cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongtlesy shall take up
serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, &lshot hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shadver."

Now it is said of Christ, "How God anointed JesfidNazareth
with the Holy Ghost, and with power: who went abdaing good,
and healing all that were oppressed of the deorl;God was with
him." This is the anointing spoken of in the fitsit. "God hath
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thipwes." It is very
easy to see without taking any length of time tplaix it, why this
Is spoken of in this way. That anointing oil witthah the priests
were consecrated we find here, and why it is catleel oil of
gladness, we learn from Romans 14:17, "For thedangof God is
not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peau®,j@/ in the
Holy Ghost." So it is called anointing with the oflgladness.

But the objective point that | want to note is teason why he
was anointed with the "oil of gladness," above ®hais partners,
his fellow workers, his fellow laborers. The reasenbecause he
loved righteousness and hated sin, hated iniqaitygl hated every
thing different from God. That was the reason. Hwet
righteousness and hated sin, hated iniquity. Arich@aniquity, as it
Is spoken of in this text, means more than a massipg dislike for
it, feeling a little uncomfortable under it. A pect hatred for sin!
And in this very fact is seen a wondrous trait e tcharacter of
Christ. So in the work that he did for us herehaligh he hated sin
with a perfect hatred, hated, yet he gatheredrtséif all the results
of sin; put himself right in the place of the sinn® bear the results
of every sin; and not simply that way, but he tdleése things right
to his very soul; and he endured, in taking upomgailf the
consequences of sin, what we cannot possibly cdmepce because
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we cannot understand the perfect hatred with wheehegarded sin.
The fact is, our minds have become blunted and dall we have
become accustomed to sin, and sin has left itsasgon upon our
minds.

Sin is a perfect horror of blackness; sin is therdroof great
darkness, and yet we have become so accustomethad it makes
little impression upon our minds. We cannot underdt we cannot
appreciate the feeling with which Christ regardad Sin is being
contrary to God. Now when Christ, who had been with the
Father, one in every thought and purpose, in eweoyk, thus
voluntarily put himself in that attitude where heush suffer the
consequences of sin, put himself in the place ead¢hwvho were out
of harmony with God, he voluntarily put himself oot harmony
with God, by taking this sin; although he hatedyuily and loved
righteousness, he came to this world, put himsgfitin the sinner's
place for our sakes; (and we cannot begin to amiesevhat this
meant to him) -- all this was done that we may apjite how God
looks upon sin.

Sin is not simply doing a thing; it is being in tlendition. Sin
in the character, is being out of harmony with Gedeing different
from God. Now, Christ voluntarily put himself thewdthough there
was that perfect union between him and the Fatet, since that
perfect union was the same in thoughts, purposespkans, yet he
put himself where of necessity God must treat hsnthaugh he was
out of harmony with him; and it was that experietiza brought out
that cry of anguish: "My God, my God, why hast thiousaken
me?" But for this experience here upon earth, mrawe loved
righteousness and hated iniquity, God anointed with the oil of
gladness above his fellows, or above his partners.



The same idea is expressed in different words m Bo34: "For
he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of Godsdal giveth
not the spirit by measure unto him." A bountifulpiag out of it, no
measure at all, a perfect, bountiful pouring ouftadnd anointing
above his fellows. Why? Because he loved righteessm@and hated
iniquity; because he spoke the words of God. Thathy God dealt
with him in that way. So in John 6:27, we have #hression
"Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but foattimeat which
endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son ohmshall give unto
you: for him hath God the Father sealed." God aedirnim with
the oil of gladness," -- a simple figure of expresdor the giving of
the Spirit to him, and the figure of anointing thrgests with the oil.
He gave the spirit to him by no measure, becaussplo&e the
words of God, because God dwelt in him, and hadgelhimself to
God that He himself might appear in him, and thiat dharacter
might also appear, and so had God the Father skaled

Now | do not intend to undertake to take up at Emgth the
idea of what it is to be sealed, but just refertwm or three
scriptures, and leave that subject till later. E5pdnes 1:13, and also
4:30, "And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whbyeye are sealed
unto the day of redemption." 2 Corinthians 1:22,hd\hath also
sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spiritumhearts." It is
evidently in connection with this sealing work, awe read some
scriptures last night in regard to this sealingerang the seal of
God in the forehead, and the number that was seatetlhow that
the four winds were held while this sealing workswgoing on, that
the Holy Spirit must appear in this way, and thas ithat by which
we are sealed to the day of redemption. So Gocekddas Son by
giving to him the Holy Spirit. Now, the Holy Spiris given in a
greater or less degree to everyone because ieiagbncy through
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which God works and draws us to himself, to workhwis in this
way.

But you understand that our study just now is uffenspecial
outpouring of the Spirit; more than the ordinantpmwring of the
Spirit -- the special outpouring of the Spirit, atid task to which
we have applied ourselves, is to find out what érsdit, and so
remove it. Not that the Spirit of God has not begven in any
degree to his people, here and elsewhere, for whiehare all
thankful, but it is time for more than the ordinatisplay of his
power, it is time for the special outpouring. Nome want to know
what hinders its taking place immediately. Now wantvto know
what hinders that it does not take place right hbrdhe first text
that | read, we find, because "Thou hast lovedteghsness and
hated iniquity." That is why God gave Christ theirbpvithout
measure, and | say that the presence of sin andgrietice of
iniquity is what hinders it.

Now | want to show you that it is the mercy of Gihht this
special outpouring of his Spirit does not come ugiose who are
cherishing sin. | want you to note that point wheraying for the
outpouring of the Spirit, and | want you to seet tilhas the special
mercy of God that he does not directly answer thasgers to
anyone of us who are cherishing sins. In the tWalfiapter of Heb.,
and the twenty-ninth verse, the statement is mdae, our God is a
consuming fire," and you remember in the recordegbdus 19
when God came down upon Mt. Sinai, the strict commsa
concerning the people's approaching near the mandtwe read in
verse 18, "And mount Sinai was altogether on a smb&cause the
Lord descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thfeascended as
the smoke of a furnace and the whole mount quakestlg."
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In Exodus 24:17, we read "And the sight of the glokrthe Lord
was like devouring fire on the top of the mountthe eyes of the
children of Israel,” and you remember how the peoplere
frightened, and the explicit commands given thenGogl that they
should not step beyond a certain line, and that sheuld not come
into his immediate presence, and that if they ¢thdy would be
destroyed at once. When Moses came down from thentnthe
people could not look at his countenance in thafukcondition.

Turning to Acts 2:2-4, we read concerning the setisplay of
the outpouring of the Spirit of God, "And suddemhere came a
sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, iafiled all the
house where they were sitting, and there appeartedthem cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each efrthAnd they were
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to spealother tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance."

Now, what was the experience they had preparatotiiat day
of Pentecost, before receiving the Holy Spirit? Véad in John
20:22, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost." That was sdvaags before
this experience. But the day of Pentecost wasinie for the special
presence of God, and the outpouring of his Sgig. special power
was manifested in the forked flames of fire. Thdaeting tongues
of fire appeared there, and sat upon them. Nowethdisciples
would have been consumed by that very display,sand@iould you
and |, if this same experience came to us withabiout us. | say, it
IS a very solemn thing in more ways than one to @el for the
special outpouring of his Spirit as on the day eftecost. Everyone
who asks for this and is cherishing known singsising for his own
destruction, as Ananias and Sapphira were destrdlyedthe great
long-suffering of God that such prayers are not edmately
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answered, and He waits that they may be answerddouwti
destroying us.

God's purpose is that sin should be destroyed hangdresence,
unveiled, destroys sin always and everywhere. &mat come into
the presence of God. It is entirely impossible thahould do so;
and with whomsoever sin is found in the presenceGofl, in
destroying that sin, the person himself is destlpy®ecause sin is
through and through him; it is his very being, frtme crown of his
head to the soles of his feet, and throughout. Novs utterly
impossible for us to separate sin from ourselvesd Gan do that
thing; God can take sin from us, but he will ndtadhat from us
contrary to our will. When he tells us that thatsis, and that He
wants to remove it, we must consent to it, or it not be removed.
When fire and brimstone is called down from heauemwill be
simply the glory of God's presence that will degtsinners. They
cannot stand before him.

Read Isaiah 33:13-16, and see what experiencecsssary in
order that we may stand in such circumstances.r;iyeahat are far
off, what | have done; and, ye that are near, aslkeaige my might.
The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hathprsed the
hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the dewraufire? who
among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? tHat walketh
righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that detpighe gain of
oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holdindprdfes, that
stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and stiuties eyes from
seeing evil; he shall dwell on high: his place efahse shall be the
munitions of rocks; bread shall be given him; hiatevs shall be
sure." Now that experience is necessary.
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What was the experience of the disciples as a pa@pa for
this outpouring? Let us read a brief statement eonag it:-

"For ten days the disciples prayed before the I[eestal
blessing came. Then it required all that time tmdrthem to an
understanding of what it meant to offer effectuedyer, drawing
nearer and nearer to God, confessing their singjbhng their
hearts before God, and by faith beholding Jesud, @toming
changed into his image." -- Special Test., No..29p

Now | want you to think of this. Those disciplesdiaeen with
Christ for three and a half years, had seen hier &fs resurrection,
sat and spoke with him, but had not yet receivedHioly Ghost,
and even after his ascension, before this spel@ssing could come
upon them, it required ten days of confession amemtance in
order not to be consumed by that blessing.

Now, if that was the case with them, what shall s&y of
ourselves? To my mind, the worst feature of the le/lsituation is
just what the Laodicean message says, and the isos&t don't see
it. Now, if we don't see it, let us take the worfdGod as it is, and
say it is so, let us so continue. We have sinnetldome iniquity,
and there is no good thing in us. Day by day lednasv near to God
by repentance and confession, and God will draw teais with
mercy and forgiveness. Now that is the point thataht to dwell
specially upon, that the reason why the specigbauring of the
Spirit of God does not come upon his people, it thay must
repent, else they would be consumed by it. Let @@l just a word
here to show the relation of repentance and coofesand the
removal of sin to this outpouring of the Spirit:--
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"Not one of us will ever receive the seal of Godilevtour
characters have one spot or stain upon them. Igfiswith us to
remedy the defects in our characters, to clearsesahnl-temple of
every defilement. Then the latter rain will fallarpus as the early
rain fell upon the disciples on the day of Pentetos Test. 31,
p.210.

Now, there is the whole matter in a few words; areghy we
must face this now. It is no use to let these thisigle easily. Now,
these things are for me, and these things arevieryene here, as
the solemn message of God to his soul. Not onesowill ever
receive the seal of God while our characters hange gpot or stain
upon them.

Thou hast anointed him with the oil of gladness vabdis
fellows. Why? -- Because he loved righteousnesshaied iniquity.
"It is left with us to remedy the defects in oulddcters, to cleanse
the soul-temple of every defilement." And ther@aasquestion about
it. "Then the latter rain will fall upon us as thkarly rain fell upon
the disciples on the day of Pentecost." Now, thgust as simple
and plain a statement as can be. What is the floings to do? It
seems to me, for me personally, and for everyone aésires this
experience, that it is to begin to confess ourudn#fss to God with
humility of soul, with deep contrition before Gaal bhe zealous and
repent. Now, that is the only message that | camglo-night. It is
just that.

Now the question as to whether there is any need 8tippose
we say we do not see anything to confess at adlt @bes not touch
the matter in any way. When God sends us wordviieaare sinful,
it is for us to say we are so, whether we can se@ not. That
should be our experience. We feel rich and inceaseoods, and
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know not that we are wretched and miserable amdl ldnd naked.
This is just our condition exactly, whether we c@ae it or not.
When God sends us a message and tells us to b#|igve time for
us to be about it. When he sends out these ingingctit is time that
we should confess our sins, and set about to ret@we, and to see
how long a time it will take, just notice this exai@in 2 Samuel 12,
where the Lord sent the prophet Nathaniel to Dawvhih said "Thou
art the man." In verse 13 we read, "And David saitb Nathan, |
have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan said Ddwid, The
Lord hath also put away thy sin; thou shalt not"dMdopw, that is the
length of time that it requires. But, until we cotoethat point where
we can say personally, "I have sinned against trd,L_ he will not
put away the sin, because, in the order of his,phen will not
remove sin from us contrary to our acknowledgmalhthat he asks
of us is to acknowledge sin.

Notice this in Jeremiah 3:13: "Only acknowledgenéhiniquity,
that thou hast transgressed against the Lord thy."G®ead also
verse 12: "Go and proclaim these words toward tirthpnand say,
Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lordg &mwill not cause
mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful,teahe Lord, and |
will not keep anger forever." Simply acknowledge thiquity, the
sin; that is what he asks, and, "If we confessams, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse frosn all
unrighteousness."

Now we have come to this time when the light hagubeto
shine, that is, the light which is to light the thawith its glory; and
the angel has descended to unite with the thircelatmgswell this
"loud cry." We found last night that only those Wblbe permitted
to take a part in this work during the "loud cryhaevhave resisted
temptation in the strength of the Mighty One; ahdttis simply
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another expression for those who have cleansed $logis from
defilement; that is, they have repented of thanssand God has
removed them.

| don't know what it will take, | am sure, but #kens to me
sometimes that there will be something to awaketo tise way that
God looks at sin, and the way he looks at us. Baithave refused
the warning of the Spirit, and the instruction thathas sent, and the
testimonies that he has sent us again and agdih aigthis point:
"Repent, and do the first works; or else | will ammnto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of lpkace." For years
this has been the warning, repent! repent! repgat!'we have not
heeded this testimony, but have come to that punsre we say: "l
am rich and increased with goods, and have neething." And
yet | say that if ever there was a needy company tihis company.

Now God has made it just as plain as can be, giptan as that
two and two are four, and this instruction is neé dhat has come to
us a long while ago, either. Let me read:--

"I have been shown that impure practices, prid#jskaess,
self-glorying have closed the door of the hearereof those who
teach the truth to others, so that the frown of @Godpon them.
Cannot some renovating power take hold of them*Hhagy fallen
a prey to a moral disease which is incurable beratiey
themselves refused to be cured?"

That is the point; God can cure it, unless we etasallow him
to take hold of the case. Read further on:--

"O that everyone who labors in word and doctrinaiMcheed
the words of Paul, 'l beseech you therefore, beethiny the mercies
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of God, that ye present your bodies a living saajf holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable ctVi

Again, under an article of the same date:--

"We have been asked why there is so little efficjegamong our
teachers. The answer is that it is because knawim siarious forms
is cherished among the professed followers of €hasd the
conscience becomes hardened by long violation."

Notice that it is not sins of ignorance. It is besa, in spite of all
the light that has come to us, all the reproof amsdruction, we
cherish known sins. | say, we do that and yet aagipg for the
special outpouring of his Spirit upon us when itwdomean death
to us. Now, | say it is a solemn thing, and we dtana solemn
place. There is sin cherished among us; there tuestion about it.
We are cherishing known sins. Now, we may go onishiag these
known sins, and if God heard our prayers and made dpecial
outpouring of his Spirit as upon the day of Penseagoon us, it
would bring death upon everyone who is in that doo If we go
on without that special outpouring and without tBairit, and still
cherish those known sins, the glory of God whercdvmes would
cause our death then, just the same, to say nodfiogt the second
death. Now, if we are ready to die to-night, we niiag in Christ
Jesus. But those who persist to hold to sin, thall surely die a
little later, and that involves the second deasio al

Now | am perfectly aware that | am speaking witreagr
plainness, and | do not speak this without thousynd prayer. |
speak what | believe to be the message of God tesauwls, mine
and yours. | say that it is time for us to be zasland repent that
God's special outpouring of his Spirit may come rupis without
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destroying us. If we don't make this matter a nnatte earnest
prayer, | say it simply means death to you and ¢o And it seems
to me, that the laborer who would go out from tkisnference
without a special experience in the blessing andigpoof God

through repentance and acceptance of Christ, aed sgecial

presence of God with him, would as it were, go i® Jery death

then, because the power of Satan is to be mardfésta wonderful

manner. We are beginning to see that that is sw tde only thing

that preserves anyone who goes out in the glogause of truth, is
the special power of God manifested in his behalfkeep him

physically I mean, from calamity and destructiomcduse Satan
aims to destroy everyone who would attempt to éndig the people
at this time.

As we are now just at the close of time, and tgktlhas come
to enlighten the world, Satan's purpose is to dggthysically, and
cause the death of every messenger of the causegod® out to
give light. And it is just because the angels ofdGare
commissioned to take care of these messengenstof that they are
not destroyed; and when we go out to give the lgkh the special
protection and power of God with us, we may stagdirsst the
power of Satan. Another feature: That is, the amke have gone
out in this work have obtained power. There is mesjion about
that. Now no one can go out with the message, tet i@t power
which springs up from beneath, unless they haveived the new
light and life and power which has descended framhah, and
taken possession of God's people who are not @gsatany now
are, in trespasses and sins. | say, we might misvel look the
matter right in the face, and do as the discipfesla did, tarry till
we are imbued with power from on high. It is no tsgo this way
any longer, and my advice is most solemnly to emegywho cannot
go out now imbued with power from on high and b#as light
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from heaven, and to do the work that God has tddme now, stay
at home.

Now | know that this is very severe. But | tell ydorethren,
something must come to us, something must take oblds; we
cannot linger any longer or go on in a carelessy-g@ing manner.
We cannot come to this assembly, this institute @odference and
go day after day in an easy-going manner. It i® tfor everyone to
be trembling in earnest for his own soul's salvatidow just see
what the instruction is; it was given and printed {ears ago. "We
should pray as earnestly for the descent of they Kglirit as the
disciples prayed on the day of Pentecost." Notetvdoastituted
prayer on that day of Pentecost. "It required It ttime to bring
them to an understanding of what it meant to offéectual prayer,
drawing nearer and nearer to God, confessing #ies, humbling
their hearts before God, and by faith beholdingideand becoming
changed into his image." Now | do not think thed great blessing
will come to you and me individually, except wetdis to this
instruction. There is an individual work for evengoof us to do in
connection with this gathering, and that means nsoleneart-
searching before God, taking his word and repentimat we may
receive this power.

Now, to my mind, it does not mean that we can coere and
go on as usual: get up in the morning, after biestkiave a social
chat, come to this service and listen to it, taikl aisit, come down
at 2:30 and hear some more, and at 7:00 come ardni@e; and
come back and do the same thing again the nextldal.you that
will not bring it. It will not do it.

God is sending a special call to his people attims. It is: Be
zealous and repent, "or else | will come unto theiekly, and will
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remove thy candlestick out of his place." Now, tigathe simple
situation that faces you and me to-night. The qoess, What are
we to do about it? What are you and | going to Houa it, right

here, now, at this Conference? That is the prdajeastion, and the
whole purpose of this instruction is to bring usefdo face with that
guestion. Again | say, What are we going to do aliGu

We do not need new instruction so much as we dxton the
instruction that has already been given. | enjog Heasons of
coming together, and of listening to these instanst, and the
explanation of God's word. This | enjoy very muBut | tell you,
we might come and go here, week in and week oat;, yeand year
out, and yet not meet the mind of God concerning time. Take
this word:--

"O, how we need the divine presence! For the baypb$ the
Holy Spirit, every worker should be breathing oud brayers to
God. Companies should be gathered together taupalh God, for
special help, for heavenly wisdom, that the peapfieGod may
know how to plan and devise and execute the wodpeEially
should men pray that the Lord will choose his agjeahd baptize
his missionaries with the Holy Spirit." -- Speciastimony, No. 2,
page 19.

Now here is the simple statement of it.

At this time we expect to select men for variowdds of labor,
to send them out to the ends of the earth, to eaingt? To carry the
"loud cry" of the "third angel's message." It isus® for them to go,
unless they have a message with the power of (Rullst to go
with them. The word is, that God's people should nbeeting
together in companies, calling upon him for spek&lp, power, for
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the outpouring of his Spirit, as the disciples did the day of
Pentecost. Are we doing it? How long has this uwdion been
given us? It has been over six months (July 152)18nd | would
like to know how many have taken this and actednupavho are
now at this Conference. | say it is no use tryimgét ourselves into
the notion that we may call upon God for his Hopir while we
neglect the plain instruction given as to how tepare for it.

Let us look this right in the face. This is not & sentiment
nor feeling; God wants to do this work right herelanow, and he
has sent us his instruction in every particulatetbus just how we
may prepare for the outpouring of his Spirit. We it need so
much new instruction given us as we do to act upeninstruction
that we already have. | say it is time for us tgibenow on these
things. There is not a day to lose. Companies shbal meeting
together. We have not an hour to spend in visiti@gd has not
given us these privileges to use in that way. He daled us here
together for a special thing, and he wants to bes$tis Holy Spirit
upon this people, as he did upon the disciples; amd began at
Jerusalem first, so he wants Battle Creek to recthe outpouring
of his Spirit during the Institute and the ConfarenAnd it is for
you and me to say whether it shall be so or noat T the plain
statement of the case, and the lesson that | waenforce. And it is
a fact that because known sins are cherished byagdune that the
power of God's Spirit cannot come upon this peoPled is calling
upon us to confess those sins and to yield up tbedel desires,
that he may remove them from us, even thoughlikéstearing the
right hand from us. This is the experience that Godaiting for us
to have.

Hebrews 10:26, 27, "For if we sin wilfully afterahwe have
received the knowledge of the truth, there remained more
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sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful lookiny f judgment and
fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversari Dr. Young

translated it, "For if we sin wilfully, after thate have received the
full knowledge of the truth." If we sin wilfully,hen comes this
experience.

Let us see how this compares with the testimongdiaig. 20,
1892:--

"My brethren, we are living in a most solemn periofdthis
earth's history. There is never a time to sins ialways perilous to
continue Iin transgression; but in a special seaghis true at the
present time. We are now upon the very bordershef dternal
world, and stand in a more solemn relation to tamd to eternity
than ever before." -- Special Testimony, p.6.

While we stand here in the blaze of the light o ®Bpirit that
God is sending us, it is a heinous thing in hidsig indulge in
known sin, and even more so than before, becausdh®f
opportunity and the light that he is giving us. Aga

"Now let every person search his own heart, anddofer the
bright beams of the Sun of righteousness to exfiebmritual
darkness and cleanse from defilement. 'lIf we cenfes sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and teasise us from all
unrighteousness.™

Well, it is simply a question of time, and, althbulghad a great
deal more to present, | might as well stop herd. Bathren, think
about these things, pray about these things, lelousome serious,
solemn work before God.
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No. 3

Luke 18:9-14: "And he spake this parable unto aenghich
trusted in themselves that they were righteous,daspised others:
Two men went up into the temple to pray; the orféharisee, and
the other a publican. The Pharisee stood and praéyes with
himself, God | thank thee, that | am not as otheznnare,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as thidigan. | fast twice
in the week, | give tithes of all that | possessidAthe publican
standing afar off, would not lift up so much as éyes to heaven,
but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merfate a sinner. |
tell you, this man went down to his house justifrather than the
other: for everyone that exalteth himself shalabased: and he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted."

| wonder in how many minds the feeling would rigat that

was the prayer of the publican, and we are notipais! That is just
exactly what the other Pharisee thanked God fahat he was not.
That is just what the Pharisee said, -- he thartked that he was
not that way. "I thank thee that | am not as thibligan." The
prayer of the publican was: "God be merciful to ansinner." That
is all. And the Saviour says: "l tell you, this marent down to his
house justified rather than the other." Why? Beeabe was a
sinner, and he knew it; God knew it, and they agjtegether that it
was so. When he asked God to be merciful to himptily way that
God could be merciful to him was to forgive the, $mto make one
righteous instead of sinful. God wanted this manb® made
righteous, and he himself wanted it, and they cagcee on that,
and thus it was so.

Take the case of Paul as he states it in hislét&tr to his son
Timothy: "This is a faithful saying, and worthy afl acceptation,
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that Christ Jesus came into the world to save ssnioé whom | am
chief.” (1 Timothy 1:15) Now, | say this should the experience of
everyone of us: "God be merciful to me a sinneroWNPaul does
not say that he was the chief of sinners before/de converted. He
simply says, in the most emphatic way, in the presense: "I am
chief of sinners." What will give to anyone, whatliebe Paul the
apostle or whether it be you, anyone of us, theivwof ourselves,
that we will be ready to say that, not simply deran of words, but
from the heart? What only can do it? The very sdhieg that

wrought that experience in the apostle Paul, andvatks that

experience in everyone who knows it, when one 3egss Christ.

Now, | cannot abhor myself by looking at myself,dayou
cannot hate sin and be troubled at your sinful ¢mwdby looking
at yourselves. Not at all. To attempt to do thisuld be just like
this: Suppose all the lights here were at onceoptitWho could say
then whether his neighbor was good-looking or waking? Who
then, by holding up his hand before him, could vdtlether it was
white or black? -- There is no light, everythinghe same, there is
no chance to tell anything about it. The reason wieydon’t see
these things, is because Satan has put his owishhshadow over
us, and has brought darkness over us. And it ig asllight from
God shines into our hearts, that we can have asy af our own
sinfulness before God, and our need of him.

When Paul was on his way to Damascus, what were his
feelings? He describes them to us in Philippian$A3Pharisee of
the Pharisees, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, of the tf Benjamin,
circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Isfaetc. He had
everything to congratulate himself for. But, wheauR Saul of
Tarsus, even that satisfied man, who would havagdeath at that
very moment, every Christian, met the Lord in thaywhe said:
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"Lord what wilt thou have me to do?" He was coneéstand
acknowledged the very thing he had been fightimgl welded up
the whole thing right there. The moment he saidrdlb he

acknowledged Jesus Christ, the very one whoseptksche was on
his way to Damascus to persecute. Now concernigagdmversion,
we read: "But when it pleased God, who separatedfrora my

mother’'s womb, and called me by his grace, to rewsaSon in me,
that | might preach him among the heathen: immebidtconferred
not with flesh and blood." (Galatians 1:15, 16)wlas after this
experience, and after this Son had been revealddnp that he
wrote to his son Timothy: "I am the chief."

It was the same experience in Job’s case. In Jdbe}2ve read,
"Then Job answered the Lord and said, | know thati tcanst do
everything, and that no thought can be withholdemfthee. Who
Is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? tloeeefhave |
uttered that | understand not; things too wondeidulme which |
knew not. Hear, | beseech thee, and | will speakillldemand of
thee, and declare thou unto me. | have heard ef lblyethe hearing
of the ear; but now mine eye seeth thee: wherdfat@hor myself,
and repent in dust and ashes." Now, | say, that el the
experience of everyone, and it is not an experisno@ly once in a
life-time. It is not simply the experience that asnat conversion:
but every time that one catches a glimpse of tbeygind purity of
Jesus Christ, he can but abhor himself.

| am really troubled to know how to find words tgpeess these
things. It is necessary to present before our mthdsneed of self-
abhorrence for those who stand in the presenceoof. Ghere is
nothing that | can say that can help the matterjtbuust be with us
just as it was with those on the day of Penteddsty really did not
have any appreciation of what Jesus Christ wasywhiue Peter was
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talking to them in a plain and simple manner altbet Spirit, the
Holy Spirit told them about Jesus Christ: the HB8yirit revealed
Jesus Christ to them -- a man they had never sefmeb-- and
instead of seeing him merely as he had been reptwtéhem, as a
wine-bibber, as one who ate and drank with sinreessan imposter,
they saw Jesus Christ as the sin-pardoning Saviboey saw
something of the purity of his character, and tlsayv him, of
course, in a true light.

It is only as the Spirit teaches you and me somgthbout Jesus
Christ, that we can have any idea of how we stafdre God. A
good lesson on this matter is found in the nintaptér of Ezra. In
his prayer, Ezra says: "O my God, | am ashamedarsth to lift up
my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities arer@ased over our
head, and our trespass is grown up into the heavieds not know
what to say. When a servant of God like Ezra cobefsre God
with such a statement as that, what shall we sagt whall we do?
That was the prayer of a man who saw somethingpe@tinfulness
of sin, -- who saw something of what it meant toobie of harmony
with God.

Now, we are taught that the servants of God aréweep
between the porch and the altar and cry, Sparpdhple, Lord, and
give not thine heritage to reproach." But it seetnsme, in
considering this question, that before we can &, tiwe ought to
weep for ourselves.

Look over the record of the past three or four geard see what
God has been doing for us, and then see whereame siow. God
has been dealing with his people in a very remadekatanner, and
God is dealing with his people still in a very rekasble manner.
God has been waiting for the co-operation of huragents in his
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work. That word he has sent to us again and againthe last word
Is that God is waiting impatiently. It is a wonderme, that instead
of impatiently waiting, he does not sweep us ouhisf sight, and
take a people that will be ready to co-operate Wwith. What shall

we do when God sends us word right here and now Hbais

waiting impatiently for us? How long did he wait fibe fruit on the

tree? He waited three years did he not? Then wampimg to cut it

down? No. He said just wait one more year, thendbes not bear
fruit, let it go. How long has it been since Godairspecial manner
began to send this light and this instruction dnsl teproof for you

and me? Reckon it up. Four years. It is the fowdar since

Minneapolis, and going on the fifth.

Now, | say, these things are terribly solemn fota$ace, and |
know not what to say. But from my soul | can ordy shat we have
come to a terrible, solemn time for us. God hasteglannd sent
reproof, and waited and sent reproof -- four years.

Notice the special force of the expression foundthe first
appeal that was sent out to ministers and Confereammittees,
p.34:--

"Will you exchange your hope of heaven for worldjgin?
Many are doing this very thing. Satan has held lmattempting
bribe, and they have accepted his terms. Shouldtrdes be cut
down, it would lie prone to the earth, -- lost,t/eternally lost!"

What is the meaning of this? When you put that withr own

experience you can see what it means. It mean# iedatme to bear
fruit, or to cut down the tree.
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| have no disposition to try to crowd anyone, bigdl that it is
my duty to present these things in the plainestmaapossible, and
to let the Spirit of God do its own work upon owalnts. That is all |
can do. Just take a few words, to show how weatakie a view of
Christ, and that we are not to look to ourselvesde whether we
are wrong, but to the light from God, in Christ.i®©ray of the glory
of God, one beam of the purity of Christ, pervading soul, makes
every spot of defilement painfully distinct.” Why,tell you the
simple fact when | say that if God would to-nighdt Isome
additional rays of his Spirit shine in our heamss could not go
home and rest easy, and sleep quietly, and takeermdhe same as
usual.

| tell you, it is a terrible thing to be wilfullyirening against God,
and it is a terrible thing to be cherishing siniagahim. Words
simply fail to express my horror of such a situatiblere we are,
and this message is to be given with a "loud capd who can say
in the spirit of it: "Here am |, send me to givathoud cry"? God
must visit his people. God must enlighten our miadsl give us
some new views of Jesus Christ. | pray he may dght early. It is
only his Spirit that can do this. We have had theseds before our
minds for years and years, but God’s Spirit muatheus what they
mean. God’s Spirit must really teach us what thatypwf Jesus
Christ is. We are utterly unable to comprehentbitjnderstand it.

There is another phase of this matter that | warspeak about,
and that is, What are we going to confess? Nowgprehend that
many would say: "If there is anything sinful aboue, | want to
confess it:" and many confess to God just that vaayl, say: "Lord,
if I have sinned, | am sorry for it." Now, when Gednds us word
that we have sinned, it is an insult to high heatcegsome to him
and say: "If | have sinned." Well, if | have nohised, He is a liar,
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because He has sent word to me that | have. Ha® &hall | come
to God and say: "If | have sinned, | hope you Yalgive me"? You
see it is impossible to say it. There is no if adbwHe tells us that it
Is so, and it is time for us to confess it withauty "ifs" in the
matter.

You do not find any such confession of sin as timathe
Scripture. You don't find Daniel, the one greatiidved, to whom
the Lord sent that special word, "Thou art gredbgloved,"
confessing sin with an "if" in it. Not at all. No& his confession, the
way it reads: "We have sinned and committed inygquaind have
done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by deparfrogn thy
precepts and from thy judgments: neither have warkemed unto
thy servants the prophets.” | will just stop the&remoment and
consider that. "Neither have we hearkened untosiywants the
prophets." How is that?

"Some criticize the message and the messengerg.dlne even
to reject the words of reproof sent to them fromdGlerough his
Holy Spirit." -- Danger in Adopting Worldly Policy.8.

Now Daniel says: "Neither have we hearkened untsérvants
the prophets." The fact is, as it seems to me viledtave become so
accustomed to the idea of regarding or disregarthiege things, as
our interests are at stake, that we have uttedi/tlie sense of the
sanctity of God’'s Word and of his message. It tieaful thing to
disregard God’s word and message; yet we have hecsm
accustomed to do this. Why? Because sin is thadkpacause God
does not immediately send evils upon us, we distedghese
warnings. We do not appreciate what a terribleghins in the sight
of God to disregard the plain statement of his Wamt the plain
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reproofs of his Spirit. We have been doing thisyfears and years,
and this should be our prayer: "God be mercifulgpand save us."

That must come from hearts that appreciate thatsiu Notice
these words:--

"Those who are carnally minded now, notwithstandihg
warnings given of God in his word and through testimonies of
his Spirit, will never unite with the holy familyf the redeemed." --
Special Testimony, p.39.

Someone asks, Well what shall we confess? Let rad tiais
statement found in Gospel Workers, 83. | do nottwau to lose
this thought:--

"We are just as accountable for evils that we mighve
checked in others, by reproof, by warning, by eiserof parental or
pastoral authority, as if we were guilty of thesagtirselves."

That statement almost took me out of my chair whezad it. If
God does not have mercy upon us what will becomes@dfl want to
read that statement again, to see whether we hayeneed of
making a confession, or whether there is anythimgour past
experience that is not just right.

"We are just as accountable for evils that we mibave
checked in others, by reproof, by warning, by eiserof parental or
pastoral authority, as if we were guilty of thesagtirselves."

What shall we say other than "We have sinned ange do
wickedly in thy sight"? What shall we say befored@dnill it not
be true that we shall be obliged with Ezra to Skgm ashamed and
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blush to lift up my face to thee, my God"? Do ydunk | am
overdrawing the picture just for the sake of aditemporary effect,
or to work up a sensation? There are the simplerstnts in the
matter. Now, if God"s word has any effect upon baarts, if the
testimony of his Spirit meets with any responseanfres, we shall
not have to ask any more: "What is there for meotafess?"

Take another phase of it as presented in the follgpamiliar
scripture, which I will not take time to read, bwill simply bring
the thought before your minds. Mark 7:21, "For framhin, out of
the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts." Verse "2brat which
cometh out of the man, defileth the man." We areuafy that
which comes out of the heart. It is that which i4l,eit is the
foundation that is defiled. Now, one may addresaskif with all
earnestness, and with all the will-power at his e@nd, to make
his outward acts perfect, and he may even be abi® tit as far as
his outward actions are concerned; and yet everygntem be
tainted with evil, because that which cometh outhef heart of man
defileth and is evil. The heart must be changethbypower of God,
and until that is the case, every action is evibwiN what is the
power, -- how do we link ourselves to the powet thaifies? It is
by faith. "Purifying their hearts by faith." (Aci%:9)

Let us see how this connects with this thought:--

"A living faith in Christ will bring every action fothe life and
every emotion of the soul into harmony with Godfatih and
righteousness." -- Gospel Workers, 23.

That is simply another way of saying: bringing imerfect
harmony with the law of God, -- with the charaatéiGod. That is
the living faith that brings us into perfect harmomith God. Well,
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can we see the reason of that statement, "Whats@ewnet of faith

Is sin"? Now, faith is not simply a thing that can& conversion,
and then we are through with it. Faith must bevand), active

principle in us. That is the living faith that bg® us into harmony
with God. Faith is that power which brings the dwvilight into the
soul, it is the only thing that brings us into hamyg with God, the
only thing that prevents every action from beingn. sBut

"whatsoever is not of faith is sin," because ifagh and faith only
that purifies the heart and that sanctifies itsivest so that the
spring of action may be right; and unless thatasthe outward
action cannot be right in God’s sight. That is teaching of the
Saviour about obeying the commandments. He saydhdtehates
his brother is a murderer."”

Last summer when | was attending the Indiana carmetimg, |
was invited to speak in the woman’s prison. | thihlere were
eighty three women in this prison. They told met ttean of them
were under life sentence for murder. Well, somethef brethren
afterward asked me if they were not a pretty haakihg company
to speak to, whether they were not a pretty hard $ell you in my
soul, I felt they were not any worse than manyhaf people | had
spoken to at the camp-meeting: and if all the muendein the world
were shut up in jail, there would not be peopleugimoleft to guard
them. Now, you see God does not look at these shasgwe do. A
man that walks up and down the street and hatebrbiber, is a
murderer in the sight of God. We can’t deal withtttbut God does
deal with that.

Now, it seems to me that that alienation, that Haeding and
suspicion among brethren, is a most terrible thmg@sod’s sight.
That is simply murder in one degree: this is muroleranother
degree, that is all. God has been sending us $pestaiction upon

33



that point, putting away differences. (We have b&king, you
know, about what it is that hinders the Holy Sfsritoming in.)
Notice this statement in Gospel Workers, 370:--

"It is our privilege to take God at his word. AssuUs was about
to leave his disciples, to ascend into heavenonemassioned them
to bear the gospel message to all nations, tongnéseoples. He
told them to tarry in Jerusalem till they were esdlwith power
from on high. This was essential to their succébe holy unction
must come upon the servants of God. All who wely fdentified
as disciples of Christ and associated with the igmas evangelists,
assembled together at Jerusalem. They put awadiffallences."

And the instruction that was for them is for us néev we want
the same experience, the same experience thathdayand what
we are trying to find out, is what hinders it, titathay be removed,
and that that experience may be ours. "They remoaéd
differences.” And has not the instruction come sd¢hat companies
should be gathered together, and pray for the désifethe Holy
Spirit, pray for the baptism of the Holy Spirit, reothan the
ordinary workings and the ordinary outpouring o tBpirit, -- the
abundance of it? "They continued with one accorgrayer and
supplication, that they might receive the fulfillmeof the promise
of the Holy Spirit." And have we not got to do thaty thing, if we
do anything at all? If we do it at all, we have.

"They continued with one accord in prayer and sigppbn, that
they might receive the fulfillment of the promisktibe Holy Spirit:
for they were to preach the gospel in the demotsitraf the Spirit
and in the power of God. It was a time of greatg#anto the
followers of Christ. They were as sheep in the madswvolves, yet
they were of good courage, because Christ had fisemthe dead,
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and had revealed himself to them, and had prontlsea a special
blessing which would qualify them to go forth teepch his gospel
to the world. They were waiting in expectation lo¢ fulfillment of
his promise, and were praying with special fervency

"This is the very course that should be pursuethbge who act
a part in the work of proclaiming the coming of therd in the
clouds of heaven: for a people are to be prepavestand in the
great day of God. Although Christ had given thenmise that they
should receive the Holy Spirit, this did not remdkie necessity of
prayer. They prayed all the more earnestly: theytinaed in prayer
with one accord. Those who are now engaged indlegrs work of
preparing a people for the coming of the Lord, $th@lso continue
in prayer. The early disciples were of one accdrdey had no
speculations, no curious theory to advance as tothe promised
blessing was to come. They were one in faith amat.sphey were
agreed.

"Put away all doubt. Dismiss your fears, obtain ¢&x@erience
that Paul had when he exclaimed, "I am crucifiedhwChrist:
nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ livetin me: and the life
which | now live in the flesh, I live by the faithf the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself for me." Surrend@aryghing to
Christ, and let your life be hid with Christ in Gobthen you will be
a power for good. One shall chase a thousand,vemdlall put ten
thousand to flight." -- Gospel Workers, 370.

If you have noticed in the record of the Acts, tloea of
agreement is repeated. The book of Acts is spgdiatl our study
now. Acts 1:14: "These all continued with one adcar prayer and
supplication, with the women, and Mary the mothedesus, and
with his brethren." Acts 2:1: "And when the dayRéntecost was
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fully come, they were all with one accord in onagd." Acts 2:46:
"And they continuing daily with one accord in themple, and
breaking bread from house to house, did eat theatwith gladness
and singleness of heart."

There are other references also, containing thisesmlea of
their being of one accord. One is found in theeéfith chapter,
verse 28: "For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost tands." Now
why did it seem good to the Holy Ghost and to théii®y was it?
what was the reason for this? They were of onerdcemd the Holy
Ghost was right there with them, to instruct théonteach them, to
lead them; and that same experience is for ush8sitnot God been
sending his Holy Spirit as a witness, as a sealiemations, to any
hardness, to any evil course persisted in, to thaespising this
instruction and refusing to give up sins wilfullyharished, to any
known sin? Has God not been doing this? He has seeding his
Spirit to convince of sin. Whether we see it or, ibere needs to be
confession, restitution. Notice this word again:-

"I know that a work must be done for the peoplemany will
not be prepared to receive the light of the angealt slown from
heaven to lighten the whole earth with his glons.™Danger of
Adopting Worldly Policy," p.11.

Well, perhaps you will say: "Why, when that comégre will
be no resistance, everyone will see that, and tivsehave stood
out will have to give in when they see this lightdaglory and
power." Let me ask you: Did they give up when Ghwss here
with this light and power? Was there light? Whygkand see what
the record says about the light. Did it convinaesthwho would not
believe? No. They rejected Jesus Christ and thérmiputo death,
because he did not come and meet their ideas, dingirplan and

36



interpretation of the prophecies, and because thenali meet their
ideas and did not conform to their plan, they rgddim and put
him to death. In the same way, Jesus Christ isgo&jected to-day,
and crucified afresh.

There is another point that | want to touch (I aat coming
back to this again, and harp upon this stringalldbave it with you
and God. | had a few things that | wanted to sag, lavant to finish
this.) Now, some will begin to ask: How are we gpito tell
whether sins of the past are brought up to our mioyl the Holy
Spirit, or by the devil? Unless my experience leamsastray, there
are many who have made this inquiry in their owmads| How are
we going to tell whether sins that are brought aar minds are
brought up by the Holy Spirit, or by the devil? Ndat me ask you
a guestion. Suppose you were to come into thehbedstiand you
were standing out there now when somebody insidetalking, and
suppose a stranger should come in with you, andhoelld ask:
"Who is speaking?" Could you tell him? Why? (voitgou would
hear the voice.") But he would hear the voice would he not?
(voice: "you would know the voice.") Now, how arewgoing to
know whether the Lord is talking to you, or whethiex devil is? Let
us take this word: "And when he putteth forth hignosheep, he
goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: faytlknow his
voice." (John 10:4)

Now, | say to those who have been in the ministryd who
have been teaching Christ to the people and torrugh't tell the
difference between the voice of Christ and the @t the devil, it
Is time for us to stop and learn the voice of GHdw, if anyone
who has been a teacher of the people, raises thestign in his
mind, let him know that the very fact that that sgimn is raised in
his mind, is the evidence that he wants to leasusl€hrist. But,
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you still ask: "How will they know his voice?" | nd tell you, and if
| could, it would not do any good. He says: "Théals know his
voice," and you will have to take his word fornipt mine. And if
you take his word for it, he will see that his wasdrue; but | can’t
tell you how. | know it is true, and | know he makgtrue to those
who believe. But, to those who stand off as didlées, those will
never know anything about it. On that basis, theyen can and
never will; and if we wait to have it all explainede will not know
anything about it, and | cannot tell you, and shal try to tell you.
| can tell you this: he says: "My sheep hear mycepiand | know
them, and they follow me." (John 10:27)

Here is a word that will help us on that perhapsl aotice how
we have instruction upon every point in this wayniid the
confusion of innumerable doctrines, the Spirit afdGwill be our
guide and shield to those who have not resistedeti@ences of
truth." Now, how are you to know his voice? Becahsesilences
every other voice. If we yield to him, we will knatie voice; "my
sheep know my voice, and they follow me." Why, Il tgou,
brethren, we are coming to times when we can’tigivn week in
and week out, and hear God’s side of the ques#iad, wait, and
consider, and see how Brother A. goes on, and Brdsh goes on,
or what this one or that one says. We must knowtrtita because
the Spirit of truth is in us. That is the reasore Wl just as surely,
you and [, in spite of all the light we have hadlenthis work, be
led astray. The fact is, we will change leaders ant know it,
unless we have the Spirit of God with us. Thahesgimple fact. We
will change leaders and not know it. We have be&hgo, and | can
show it to you in so many words. | want to readaadrabout it:--

"Every soul that is not fully surrendered to Goddéept by
divine power, will form an alliance with Satan augi heaven, and
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join in battle against the Ruler of the universe.""Danger in
Adopting Worldly Policy," p.7.

You and | will do it, unless we are fully surrene@rto God and
kept by his divine power, and we will array ourssvagainst this
work, against the truth of God, and will join wiatan and fight
God’s work, unless we are kept by the power of Gbth time for
us to begin to mistrust self and to flee to GodHisrkeeping power.
It must be so.

Now, as | said, | will not come back to this paimiess the Lord
leads me back, (and | presume some have alreadghhd have
dwelt too long upon it), but | have felt that | viad to say some of
these things in the plainest manner possible. Btitjs instruction
Is from God, | say it is time for us to receiveahd act upon it, and |
leave it with you, and for the Spirit of God to degou.
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No. 4

Men do not usually put out danger signals unlegfiér minds
at least there is danger, and God does not deahaniss honestly
with his people. And when God puts out a dangearaigt is time to
note the time and place and to remember that tkedtlanger there.
When the signal is repeated, the sense of dangeuldshbe
impressed upon our minds; and when the danger Isignthe
warning -- is repeated again and again, it isitats¢ hearts with the
solemnity of fear, as in the very presence of ttteaa danger.

| wish to bring the situation just as briefly asdn before you
with reference to the warnings that have been s$entis very
recently, all in one line, and | will select somdracts to show how
the warning has been repeated and repeated agam.the Special
Testimony, "Appeal to Ministers and Conference Coatta@®s," page
9:--

"Unless you watch, and keep your garments unspétbea the
world, Satan will stand as your captain. It is et now to hide
your colors, no time to turn traitor, when the leafiresses sore. ... It
IS no time now to lax our efforts, to become tamd apiritless. ...
Every power is to be employed wholly and entirety 1God.
Maintain your allegiance, bearing testimony for Gowl for truth.
Be not turned aside by any suggestions the worlgd make. We
can make no compromise. ...

"When the days come, as they surely will, in whill law of
God is made void, the zeal of the true and loyalughrise with the
emergency, and should be the more warm and decatet their
testimony should be more positive and unflinchidgt we are to do
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nothing in a defiant spirit, and we shall not ifrcwearts are fully
surrendered to God. ...

"God has no place in his heart for half-hearted ensh women,
those who are neither cold nor hot. Christ saysjllispew thee out
of my mouth." God calls for men who are whole-hedrt.. Let his
truth be received into the heart, that you may giatsalized by its
living, sanctifying power. Then let the distinct ssage for this time
be sent from watchman to watchman on the wallsah.Z..

"By many, the words which the Lord sent, will bgested, and
the words that man may speak will be received gi# land truth.
Human wisdom will lead away from self-denial, framnsecration,
and will devise many things to tend to make of ieat God's
messages. We cannot with any safety rely upon nfemaxe not in
close connection with God. They accept the opiniohsnen, but
cannot discern the voice of the True Shepherd,thed influence
will lead many astray, though evidence is piled nupvidence
before their eyes, testifying to the truth that Gqueople will have
for this time. ...

"As the end approaches, the testimonies of Godxpleewill
become more decided and more powerful, flashindigine of truth
upon the systems of error and oppression that faveng held the
supremacy."

Again from "Danger of Adopting Worldly Policy," bemning on
page 4, | read:--

"We must obey the orders that come from above. Weat to
hear the counsel or follow the plans suggested tyelievers.
Suggestions made by those who know not the work Gwd is
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doing for this time, will be such as to weaken ftever of the
instrumentalities of God. By accepting such suggast the counsel
of Christ is set at naught. ...

"Those who are self-sufficient, who do not feel tlexzessity of
constant prayer and watchfulness, will be ensnarbadbugh living
faith and earnest prayer the sentinels of God ineisbme partakers
of the divine nature, or they well be found proésflg working for
God, but in reality giving their service to the mme of darkness.
Because their eyes are not anointed with the héawwre-salve,
their understanding will be blinded, and they Wi ignorant of the
wonderfully specious devices of the enemy. Thesion will be
perverted through their dependence on human wisdamgh is
foolishness in the sight of God. ...

"Those who believe the truth must be as faithfaltisels on the
watch-tower, or Satan will suggest specious reag@io them, and
they will give utterance to opinions that will beyr sacred, holy
trusts. The enmity of Satan against good will benifieated more
and more, as he brings his forces into activityhis last work of
rebellion, and every soul that is not fully surreretl to God and
kept by divine power, will form an alliance with t8a against
heaven, and join in the battle against the Ruleéhefuniverse. ...

"The message we have to bear is not a messagenédmneed
cringe to declare. They are not to seek to covetoitconceal its
origin and purpose. Its advocates must be men wHonat hold
their peace day nor night. ... God has given Ut lig regard to the
things that are now taking place in the last rehodtime, and with
pen and voice we are to proclaim the truth to tlegldy not in a
tame spiritless way, but in demonstration of the&iSgnd the power
of God. ...
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"To-day the world is full of flatterers and dissdams; but God
forbid that those who claim to be guardians of eadrusts, shall
betray the interests of God's cause through thenuasng
suggestions and devices of the enemy of all riglgeess.

"There is no time now to range ourselves on the sifithe
transgressors of God's law, to see with their elgelear with their
ears, and to understand with their perverted sei8esmust press
together. We must labor to become a unit, to bg imolife and pure
in character. Let those who profess to be serwaintise living God
no longer bow down to the idol of men's opinions, langer be
slaves to any shameful lust, no longer bring aupedl offering to
the Lord, a sin-stained soul."

Now as though that were not sufficient, | want il o/our
attention to the instruction that has come venendy, and | will
read from articles by Sister White in REVIEW of J&id, and Feb.
7,1893:--

"There will be among us those who will so blinditheyes that
they will fail to perceive the most wonderful andportant truths
for this time."

Who knows whether that means me or not? | think had
better, every one, take it as belonging to "myself.

"Those who have not a daily experience in the thiof God
will not move wisely. ...

"Scores of men have preached the word when thays@lees
had not faith in it, and did not obey its teachindfiey were
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unconverted, unsanctified, unholy. ... No longeesiion your need
of a personal Saviour. ...

"Many accept the theory of truth, and compromis¢hvthe
world, the flesh, and the devil. ... We are to [féelact, as one with
Christ. ...

"Christ says to his followers, 'Ye are the light toae world.’
Shall we envelop our light in a thick covering obnhdly policy?
Shall we seek for scientific measurement of how Imlight shall
emanate from us to the world? God help us to livden the direct
rays of the Sun of Righteousness, that we may barais of light
to the world. ...

"There are men of the world who will volunteer te bur
guides; they regard their course as wise, but Hreyof the class
who, professing to be wise, need to become footsder to become
wise in God's wisdom. They lead away from the patiere the
voice of Jesus is heard, saying, 'This is the waalk ye in it.' They
are false teachers, blind leaders of the blind. yThevert the
attention from the very work to be done in thisiperof the world's
history."

Now mark the following:--

"But those who follow the leader step by step, Wwdar and
recognize the voice of the True Shepherd. ...

"The people of the world will try to induce us toften down
our message, to suppress some of its more distinftatures. They
say, 'Why do you make the Seventh-day Sabbath @mipent in
your teaching? This difference is always thrusbbefus. We could
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harmonize with you if you would not say so muchtlois point. Let

arguments in the Sentinel be free from mentionef $eventh-day
Sabbath, and we will give it our influence and suppThis is their

invitation to compromise, and there has been aodispn on the

part of some of our workers to adopt this policyut Bhose who
favor this action, entertain deceptive sentimeais, bound by false
modesty and caution, and manifest a dispositionvitbhold the

confession of faith. Seventh-day Adventists havecuBsed the
feasibility of conceding to these demands; butlskal permit the

world to shape the messages that God has givem hsar to them?
Shall we entertain the proposal of Satan, and kiyeemtangle our
souls, and the souls of others, for the sake atydIShall we betray
sacred trusts? If the world are in error and delusbreaking the
law of God, is it not our duty to show them their and danger? We
must proclaim the third angel's message.

"What is the Sentinel for? It is to be as the vomfethe
watchman on the walls of Zion, ready to sound theger signal.
We should cry aloud, and spare not, and show tlopleetheir
transgressions. We are not to cringe, and beg parfithe world for
telling them the truth. We should scorn concealmeéntfurl your
true colors to the gaze of men and angels. Let iitiderstood that
the Seventh-day Adventists can make no compronliseour
opinions and faith there must not be the least agpee of
wavering. The world has a right to expect sometluihgs, and will
look upon us as dishonest, as hiding our real memts and
principles out of policy, if we present even thenbéance of being
uncommitted.

"We are not to voice the sentiment of the worldShall we be
time-servers? Now, before we advance another s&¢pjis look
carefully to see what are our feelings, our aimsl, @urposes."
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| will now leave these extracts, and read from RE&VIEW of
Feb. 7:--

"Those who are more desirous of securing promaitha good
name in the world, than of maintaining right prples, will betray
sacred trusts. They will cripple their own influenthey will darken
counsel by their words, and make false reasonirngak sound and
right. All the success and patronage that can bared by policy
plans will serve only as a snare to those who weorkhis principle.

"Some are flattering themselves that a more aumBsctime is
coming, when God will vindicate his honor by liirup his holy
law. Many who now look upon the cross as too hdauyear, think
they will then obey the truth, and triumph withBut in maintaining
the right, it is not safe, because of circumstantesgield in any
degree firm adherence to duty, or to teach otlmaisthey may yield
with comparative safety. ... To place ourselves iposition where
we have an appearance of yielding, is a new positiothis people.
... Many who claim to believe the truth have restedhe theory,
and have not felt the necessity of maintaininglvataanection with
the pure, sacred springs from which they must detineir life and
inspiration. When they should have been earnesthyipg to
heaven, humbling their hearts before God, they lheen busy with
human calculations, human imaginings, have beetftimxaself in
place of exalting the Lord. Yet they seemed unawéteeir danger
of leaving the precious principles of truth. We de® pray
continually that God will help us to abide in theth, and not be
swayed from the principles by those who are nottsad to God,
or allow the principles of worldlings to mould oumstitutions. ...
This is the work now to be done on earth. Those at&oliving in
the transgression of the holy law of God, will rfotd the truth

46



palatable. When it is made plain that Sunday ipuaisus Sabbath,
founded in the power of the man of sin, they wal/sn language
too plain to be misunderstood, 'We want not a keogé of thy

ways, O Lord.' Others will say as did Pharaoh, "Wéhihe Lord, that

| should obey his voice?' But in the face of alpogition, we must
hold aloft the banner of the commandments of Gatithe faith of

Jesus. It takes both of these to make up the bwfie message to
the world. ... We should be alarmed at the leastif@station of a

disposition to hush the voices that proclaim thé&dthangel's

message. That angel represents the people of Guugive the last
warning to the world. Let not the fear of man, ttesire for

patronage, be allowed to obscure a ray of healights Should the

sentinels of truth now fail to sound the warningeyt would be

unworthy of their position as light-bearers to therld; but should

the standard fall from their hands, the Lord wordée up others
who would be faithful and loyal."

Now, that is so, brethren, and it seems to me,exgmbefore,
that we have come right up to the time when Godtsvém know
who is going to be faithful and loyal, that he miayow who is
going to do this work. "It will require moral coga to do God's
work unflinchingly. Those who do this can give nlage to self-
love, to selfish considerations, ambition, loveeafse, or desire to
shun the cross. We are commanded to 'cry aloude sy, lift up
thy voice like a trumpet!" Shall we labor to make hame of God a
praise in the earth? Shall we obey his voice, all sie listen to the
soothing voice of the evil one, and be rocked tatal slumber just
on the eve of eternal realities? The truth is enmg to us, or it is
nothing. Let those who want to make a name in tbddygo with
the world; but let those who would serve God, okmd, and not
man. Now, what does that mean just at this time&ffeldns, we, you
and I, need the warning to take our orders from,&odl be where
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we can recognize the voice of the True Shepherdv idan we
receive orders from above and obey them unlesslib@nels of
communication are open between our souls and God?

Now there are two ways of compromising: one is thae
compromises and don't know it; the other is thad oampromises
because he has not the moral courage to do otleernsl, there is
just one cure for both difficulties. Let us readtitrn with me to Isa.
the eleventh chap., and | will read three versésid'there shall
come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, andaachrshall grow
out of his roots: And the Spirit of the Lord shadkt upon him, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit ofiesel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lofad shall make
him of quick understanding in the fear of the Loadd he shall not
judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprafter the hearing of
his ears."

The special point that | want to make there is, tthiat one who
Is endowed with the Spirit of God does not depepdnuwhat he
hears with his ears, or sees with his eyes. Ndiee marginal
reading of "he shall make him of quick understagdimthe fear of
the Lord." The Hebrew is "quick of scent or smelt.5eems to me
that the idea there, is a kind of instinct, but ikanot the word: it is
the kind of perception that comes outside of theses, and gives it
the thought of an immediate consciousness of thatgdn. The idea
is that it does not come through what | see or ,heatr when the
channels of the soul are open to God, there is e
consciousness of the situation, even perhaps aghmsight of the
eyes and the hearing of the ears.

There will be plans suggested in the work of Godt thou
cannot find any fault with, that is outwardly, | ame but anyone that
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Is connected with God will say, They are wrong. Yoay be put in

that place, but if you are connected with God, wallisay, | cannot

follow them, because we are not to judge afterstghat of the eyes
nor the hearing of the ears: "It is very hard felf 40 occupy a

subordinate place. It lifts up itself in many waysns without

Christ, works without prayer and consecration. Manisdom is

foolishness: but many do not yet know this. Theynf@onnections
with persons no more pious or consecrated thandbkes. They

counsel and plan with them, and if their devisis@ccepted, it will

surely lead away from the right path. Their seffisiency is great,

they do not feel the necessity of prayer at evéep.sThey judge

after the sight of the eyes, and the hearing oktrs, but they have
not the discernment that God gives, which wouldbémahem to

look beneath the surface."

Not to enlarge upon that point, the only thing tbah save us
from changing leaders and not knowing it, is thag spirit of
perception shall come by the inflowing of the Spiofi God into the
soul. That is certainly so. Our only safety, thenthis time, when
the specious devices of Satan will be brought trb&hen Satan,
who is manifested as an angel of light, shall warkself in through
every possible channel to suggest plans that witea down the
message, to turn us away from the one thing thati&giving us to
declare at this time, | say the only safety for fos,you, for me, is
that the Spirit of discernment, which comes onlyotiyh the
indwelling of the Spirit of God, shall take possessf us and save
us from those things.

Now the other side. The other way of compromissghrough
lack of sufficient moral courage to do otherwisag #he only cure is
the same cure. It is no use whatever for you andargay now,
even in our hearts, | know what | am about. Youenevill catch me
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betraying the third angel's message. | stand firb.me whisper in
your ear, "Let him that thinketh he standeth takedlest he fall."
And let me say, that our only safety is in sayiogttually, "Lord,

save, or | perish." We are now in the perils of k&t days. Now
Satan will work with all signs and lying wondersow he will begin
to increase the power with which he works untiwitl reach the
climax in his actual personal presence here, t&\Wwonself, visibly.

A little while ago, one who had formerly been coctee with
this people was advertised to speak in this citye Came to me and
said, "l would like to go and hear him. Of courdenbw he has not
the truth, but | never heard him, and | would ldkkego and hear
what he has to say. | do not think it will hurt ni&lo not think he
will turn me from the truth." And | said in replyThe time will
come when the announcement will be made, 'A wontéding of
light and splendor is here working miracles, spegkhe same tones
which Jesus spake when he was here preaching tpebgle.' |
wonder how many Seventh-day Adventists will saygWNl never
saw the devil, | never heard him preach. Of colks®w he has not
the truth but really | would like to go and hearawthe has to say
against it?' | want to tell you that one spirijust of a piece with the
other. What have we to do with chasing after th@be we know
have not the truth? There is one who says, "I artrith." We had
better spend our time and efforts going to heart\whkehas to say to
us. Now | say, the only thing that will keep usthe presence of the
Spirit of God. It is not will-power. It is not a tg'mination to stand
firm. That is our greatest weakness, if we punithat light. If we
put it in the light of our determination to standrf and our will-
power, there is our very weakness. Our strengih saying, "Let
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest h& @ur strength is
iIn our weakness, because "my strength is made qbeife
weakness."
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Now | wish in the brief time remaining to me tolcatention to
the lesson which to me applies with great forcehiattime. We have
now come to the time of the second fulfillment rdahat in large
measure -- of the outpouring of the Spirit of Gaad | wish to
speak of the effect of the outpouring of the SpafitGod on the
disciples.

You know how those disciples, everyone of themsdok
Christ and fled; you know how they denied that theguld leave
him, and Peter said: "Though all men shall be aféehbecause of
thee, yet will | never be offended," and they alldsthey would not
deny him. And that very night everyone left him.efthweakness
was in the fact that they refused to believe wigatdhd them. When
he said, "You are going to fall," they said, "Nog are not going to
fall," and they fell. If, when he told them they n@egoing to fall,
they had said, "Lord, save us from it," they wolldve had a
different experience. But it was their determinattbat they would
not fall, and that they did not need any such way@and instruction,
that led them into that experience.

Let us come to the experience after the outpouriripe Spirit.
| will hastily sketch some of the facts brought autthe book of
Acts. This book is a wonderful book to study asttime.

What was the one thing which to declare at that twould
rouse up the opposition and the passions of merg than anything
else? It was to tell them, that Jesus was the Chaisd "You
crucified him." That was the thing that did it. tine face of what
consequences was it? In the face of the law whodbafde any new
religion, and the penalty of which was death to ohéhe common
rank. And these men were all Galileans, of the commank. So
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when they went out proclaiming that religion thegnt with their
lives in their hands, and they knew it.

What was the burden of the message that they whre a
declaring? That they were witnesses of his restiorecThey were
to go out and tell the story to those rulers, #lgious leaders, that
they had taken Jesus Christ the Son of God andphadim to
death; that he was risen from the dead; that he dsaeénded to
heaven, and that only through him was there salwdtr anyone, --
for the leaders, the managers, the rank and filethefJews, for
anyone. The only hope of salvation was in that £€hsihom they
had taken and crucified. That was the messageweey to go out
and declare, and that in the face of the law wisall, "Death."
When the Spirit was poured upon them, the very flesy that Peter
stood up, what was the message? Read Acts 2:22Y23men of
Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, aamamoved of God
among you by miracles and wonders and signs, w@ictl did by
him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also knbun, being
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknogdeof God, ye
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucifiedstand."

What was it? He charged them face to face with ewrd@hat
was what it was. God's Spirit withessed to thisdy@nd to those
who were ready to receive light and truth, coneicticame, and
three thousand souls were converted that day.

Then Peter and John went up into the temple to, @ag they
saw a lame man there and healed him. Then the eemphe
together to know about it, and Peter said: "Ye rottsrael, why
marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly spnas though by
our own power or holiness we had made this manala2vThe God
of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the Gamlpfathers, hath
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glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, dedied him in
the presence of Pilate, when he was determinest tarh go. But ye
denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired aaren to be
granted unto you; and killed the Prince of Life,onh God hath
raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses."

Then the managers began to be stirred. The peaglanbto be
converted under this sort of a message, and thersrulvere
"grieved," and they laid hold on them and put themrison, saying
that they would examine them on that matter, wite tfirm
determination, however, that nothing should be sdidut Christ.
They wanted nothing to do with that. So they asken in the first
place, What about this lame man that you healetesaesy? We do
not want to know anything about your religion, heee Then
Peter, "filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto the¥fe rulers of the
people, and elders of Israel." And notice the wawhich he said it.
Here were these poor despised men, the despistdt afespised,
brought in before that array of official authorignd this man, who,
you will remember, a short time before was scafswbst out of his
senses by the simple inquiry, "Are you not one lok tman's
followers?" -- and who had replied, No; I am notdd not know
anything about him. -- Now in the face of the lawose violation
was death, and in the presence of the dignitamesralers of the
nation, when asked about that lame man whom thely Healed,
said:--

"Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israelydf this day be
examined of the good deed done to the impotent roginwhat
means he is made whole; be it known unto you alll ® all the
people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Cofisliazareth, whom
ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, ewehim doth this
man stand here before you whole. This was the stimeh was set
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at nought of you builders, which has become thel leéahe corner.
Neither is there salvation in any other: for thesr@one other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we mustuse SgActs
4:8-12)

Did they declare the message that was given thededttare?
Indeed they did. Did they dare to stand in the gmes of the
officials and those high in authority and say, ot him to death,
you murdered him? They did. Did they tone downrtlessage any
and say that because of some laxness in someabff@pacity, this
man was taken by parties to us unknown, and asaseae can find
out some violence was done to him, for which we\ag/ sorry?
Oh, think of it! You murdered him. That was the @oif¥ou took
him and by wicked hands crucified him. That wasdharge.

And those unlearned men, whom these rulers thahggtcould
scare by their official authority, stood right teeand said: You men
of Israel, and rulers and elders of the peoples Tsithe man you
crucified. -- You put him to death. You are the dwners. What was
the consequence? "When they saw the boldness ef &adl John,
and perceived that they were unlearned and ignamam, they
marvelled; and they took knowledge of them thay thad been with
Jesus. | hope they will take knowledge of us ingame way. | do,
indeed. Well, they thought this thing must be seapm some way,
but here was the man, healed, and they could notasgthing
against that, and so they thought they would contdrtaem, and
threaten them, and let them go. But when they h@adntanded
them to speak no more in this name, Peter and Jain "Whether
it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto yoare than unto
God, judge ye."
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| tell you, those men had a message that was ili&eshut up in
the bones. It would come out. And when it cameinuhat way, it
had converting power in it. And the power was mothem as men,
but they were filled with the Holy Ghost. The Hd@pirit is a cure
for cowardice. The Holy Spirit is the cure for @ing before men.
But | tell you it makes a man humble before God.

Well, when they had threatened them and let thepwfat did
they do? "Being let go, they went to their own camp and
reported all that the chief priests and eldersdsad unto them. And
when they heard that, they lifted up their voiceGod with one
accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hadderfaeaven, and
earth, and the sea, and all that in them is. [Do yot see that their
trust was in the Creator as their Redeemer?] Whtheymouth of
thy servant David hast said, Why did the heatheage,raand the
people imagine vain things? The kings of the esitlod up, and the
rulers were gathered together against the Lord, against his
Christ. For of a truth against thy holy child Jeswiom thou hast
anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with@eatiles, and the
people of Israel, were gathered together, for tombatsoever thy
hand and thy counsel determined before to be dome.now, Lord,
behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy ses/ahat with all
boldness they may speak the word." (Acts 4:25-29)

They did not say, Let us stay at home, because tisegreat
danger ahead. The Holy Spirit is a cure for momardice. The
Holy Spirit inspires men to declare the messag&sofl without
cringing, and that in the face of death.

Now | say in all sincerity that we might as well keaup our
minds here and now, before we go a step fartheade death and
down it. That is true. | understand, just as wsllyau, that it is a
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great deal easier to talk about that in a warm, fodable room,
lighted by electricity, with a nice carpet on theof, than it is to say
it when we come up to the point where we have ¥e gp our lives.
But | want to tell you that that is an actual faarid unless we stand
right there at this moment, and say that we willegup friends,
homes, and that nothing shall separate us fromLtwe of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, we might as vg&tlp now. That
is a fact. It is a simple statement of the fact] &nis an awfully
solemn fact to me.

| will touch on one other point. | will briefly skeh the
experience of Paul and Silas. You will rememberab@mission of
Paul to go to the Gentiles, and that as he and $ileached they
were forbidden by the Holy Ghost to preach the waordsia. Then
"a vision appeared to Paul in the night; there dt@ man of
Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over inscddonia,
and help us." Then they started right away to ger.oVhe first place
at which they stopped any time was Philippi, anerad few days
there, what was their experience? They were pugaih and
whipped, and their feet placed in the stocks. hisend hear the
conversation that passed between them.

"Well, Paul," said Silas, "are you sure that thakva vision that
said, Come over into Macedonia and help us? Aresywea that you
were led by the Spirit of God when we came ovee®ddon't you
see, about the first thing we are in jail, and nagkis awful sore.
Paul, what do you think about it? Do you not thim& would better
go back?"

"And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and saragsps unto
God."
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"Now, Silas," said Paul, "what do you think? Wouwe better
pray?"

"Well, | think we would better have silent praydihere is a
rough crowd of people around here, and if we pnag/would better
have silent prayer.”

"And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and samagsps unto
God: and the prisoners heard them."

Yes. They did not hear that other conversation lyave heard.
They heard them praying and singing praises to @od,the Holy
Ghost came and shook the place and opened the doors

Do you not see in that a lesson to us? Come oveEr in
Macedonia and help. What do you think? Was it tp&itSof God
that called you? "Those who follow the Leader dtgpstep, will
hear and recognize the voice of the True Shephénmid'they will
not go back on it, even though their backs aredmeatnd their feet
are put in the stocks, and they themselves inTaé endowment of
the Spirit of God is a wonderful cure for moral @dice. It makes
men bold in the Lord, yet humble in the Lord.

Then, there are two ways in which we may comprontiee
truth. The Spirit of God gives that discernmentt thaes below the
surface and shows us these things, so that we toichge after the
sight of the eyes, nor hear after the hearing ®ftrs, and the Spirit
of God confers upon us the moral courage.

| will close by reading a paragraph from that dittrticle, "The
Holy Spirit Awaits Our Demand and Reception":--
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"The Christian must build all the foundation if Wweuld build a
strong symmetrical character, if he would be wellabced in his
religious experience. It is in this way that themwaill be prepared
to meet the demands of truth and righteousnessthag are
represented in the Bible; for he will be sustaiaed energized by
the Holy Spirit of God. He who is a true Christieaombines great
tenderness of feeling with great firmness of pugposvith
unswerving fidelity to God; he will in no case bes®the betrayer
of sacred trusts. He who is endowed with the HgwiShas great
capacities of heart and intellect, with strengthwaf and purpose
that is unconquerable."”

You may put him to death. That does not touch thength of

will and purpose that comes through the endowméthieoSpirit of
God.
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No. 5

It seems as though we were learning from day tohaay much
instruction there is for us in the experience & #postles as they
were commissioned to go forth to their work, andtlasy were
endowed with the power for the work. Going on witle thought
that was suggested last evening, notice how strilgnthe parallel
between the condition of that time and the conditwd the present
time under which the work of the message is todreed

The apostles were few in number, -- men who hadtanding
in the world at that time, and they were forceddemthe very
circumstances of the case, to depend upon somerpewsome
influence outside of themselves. Think of it fomament. They had
no institutions of learning. They had no publishinguses. In a
certain sense they had nothing. And yet they hatwithout which
you may have institutions of learning, you may haulishing
houses, you may have organizations unnumberedyetroe utterly
unable to do the work of God. They had the powdhefSpirit.

Notice what they had to meet. The whole power ef world
was against them. There was no government at timet tnder
which they could begin their work under favorabieumstances,
and then branch out into countries less favorablere was one
power that ruled the world, and that power was gpgdoto any
religion the tendency of which was to stir up meniads, or to turn
them in any way from the worship of the gods redoeph by the
State. And to have a company of men, comparativeknown, with
but few followers, come out with a new religiongtkendency of
which was most decidedly to stir men's minds amd tbem away
from the established religion, -- to have them oty profess this
religion, and teach this religion, but claim thght to profess it and
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teach it, and claim the right in the face of the l@ disregard the
State religion and to turn just as many as possiglainst it --

nothing could be more exasperating to an arbitpawer than just
that position. And that was the position taken iy apostles. In the
face of a law whose penalty to men of their ranls \@aath; in the
face of the law not to teach any new religion, tmrturn men's

minds away from the religion recognized by the &talhey went

out, and that, too, under the express command safsJE€hrist, to

preach that gospel to every creature.

Now some power must attend them, greater than omeipof
the State; and that power came to them on the fBgmtecost. And
so they were told to tarry in the city of Jerusalémwait for the
promise of the Father, that they should receivegicafter that the
Holy Ghost was come upon them. How is it to-dayPeHg a people
of no particular standing in the world, a peoplattban make no
boast of learned men; a people that as compared woier
denominations can make no boast of institutionamf sort; no
ground of this kind upon which to rest any claimatéention in the
world. Although we may think that we have educadianstitutions,
and publishing houses, and sanitariums, and dll yleaanyone who
knows the situation, knows that when you compaesdhfacilities
with those possessed by other denominations, tharething upon
which to rest any claim of attention before the MoAnd now we
stand with every earthly power against this worlyr amwn
government having turned in such a way that religidiberty is
really at an end. The principle of religious libenas been abolished
now. And yet the command comes to-day with greptaver than
ever to this people, Go and give this message. veoyehere and
give this message, and that, too, as | read lastieg, in the face of
all opposition. There is to be no compromise. Theret to be even
the appearance of wavering. The message is n@ softened down
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in the least, but in the plainest manner, truthgaletable are to be
taught.

In the time of the apostles the one truth which weaes most
unpalatable was to say to the people that theydnacified Jesus
Christ, the Lord of Glory. Now the one truth mosipalatable is to
say, that the image to the beast has been madsicduntry, and
that those who now, with the facts plainly befdrern, intelligently
choose the Sunday institution are receiving thekmnoéithe beast in
doing so. And it is our business to tell them sawnNow that is an
unpalatable truth. Not only that, but as a mattdact, the time will
soon be here when it will be practically as ungddbdg a truth to tell
them that there is life and salvation only in JeShsist; to tell them
that they do not know anything about justificatlmnfaith. And how
shall we tell it unless we know the truth concegnit? | say that it
will be just as unpalatable to them to tell theratttruth as to tell
them that in receiving the Sunday institution tlaeg receiving the
mark of the beast. So the commandments of God laadaith of
Jesus will be equally unpalatable to teach in evation.

Perhaps some have thought we have now found airteciipon
which we shall have clear sailing, and that we albways preach
justification by faith, and people will agree wills. It is not so. That
IS to say, it is not so if the genuine Protestandtidne of justification
by faith is preached, and not the papal doctringustification by
faith, and it will be received as a favorable mgssgust as we can
preach the papal doctrine of the sabbath, andlibeireceived. But
if the Protestant -- the true Christian -- doctrofethe Sabbath is
taught, and likewise if the true Christian doctrofgustification by
faith is taught, the time is near at hand when warlkbe just as
unpalatable as the other, and both will meet witle tsame
opposition. And yet we are taught that we have asage that we
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are not to cringe to declare, and we are not totbegardon of the
people for telling them the truth.

Now | thought possibly some might draw the condasirom
my other remarks -- perhaps more from the way irciwkhe matter
was said than anything else -- that the way to @augr people was
to go out and say, You did it. That is, as thougg apostles went
out before these men and audiences with fiercemésspirit
declaring to them, You are murderers. | want tbytel, it is in no
such way that the message will go with power, beeahe power
will not be in the fierce spirit of denunciationythin the tenderness
of love. But how shall we preach such a messagtasin the
tenderness of love, unless we have the mind ofsJEswist? How
can we go to people who are directing every effortunjustly
oppress us, to drive us from our homes, to brimgh®avy hand of
the civil law upon us, and tell them just what tleeg doing, in the
spirit of love and tenderness, unless he who i® lamd who is
tenderness dwells in our hearts? There is no oilasr. It is not
natural for us to love people that are doing atlytiban to injure us.
And our bearing a particular denominational namesduot put love
in the heart.

The example of Christ in his teaching is then toeler before
us. Remember his denunciations of the Scribes aaddes, as he
called them hypocrites; but remember that when therad those
scathing denunciations it was in the spirit of thimost tenderness.
When we read those words we cannot see the tedrBdved from
his eyes; but it is nevertheless true that suchthagase. So it was
when he wept over Jerusalem, the place where hdraa®d as in
no other place, saying, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem¥abk with the
most earnest longing that they might receive hina, &ith no spirit
of hardness because they rejected him. He had tbelydeepest
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sorrow, because when they rejected him they weargging death
and destruction upon themselves. That was the spiii

Let me read a few sentences from the manuscripthef
forthcoming new "Life of Christ":--

"Jesus did not repress one word of truth. But gihtercourse
with the people he exercised the greatest tact todightful
attention. He was never rude; never heedlesslyespaevere word,;
never gave needless pain to a sensitive soul. Henai censure
human weakness. He spoke the truth, but alwaysowe.|He
denounced hypocrisy, unbelief, and iniquity, bwréewere in his
eyes as he uttered his scathing rebukes." [l tall yothing short of
that same spirit dwelling in our hearts will enabkto follow that
example in the plain message which we have to gilté¢ wept
over Jerusalem, the city he loved, who refuseceteive him, the
way, the truth, and the life. They had rejected,Hime Saviour, but
he regarded them with pitying tenderness and sosmweep that it
broke his heart. His life was one of self-deniall @onstant care for
others. He never made truth cruel, but manifestedoaderful
tenderness for humanity. Every soul was precioubisneyes. He
always bore himself with divine dignity, yet he gped with the
tenderest compassion and regard to every membiedamily of
God. In all he saw fallen souls whom it was hissios to save."

Remember that we are to follow the example of GChrishis
teachings, but the only way that we can do thigst sstrue that the
only way we can manifest his character in anythiaghat he shall
dwell in us, and do the teaching in us, and manifes own
character through us. It is utterly impossible fos to address
ourselves to the task of manifesting the charaater the Spirit of
Christ. How can a man show that which he does nesgss? How
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can love be the ruling motive of the heart, andnshiself in every
action of the life, if that love has never beendsladroad in the
heart? for love comes only from God. "We love, iseahe first
loved us." Love is of God, and the power that ibé¢an the teaching
now, -- the power for which we are to look, is tamfest itself in
such a way as to be perfectly evident to everybaé the power is
of God, and not of any man.

When Peter and John stood with that holy boldne$sré that
council and declared that it was in the name otig¢kat the man
was healed; when they had put them aside and cedferlittle, do
you remember the conclusion to which they came®aH, that they
had been with Jesus. Now two things follow fromttharst, the
power was manifested in such a way, and these raea glory to
God in such a way, that even their enemies wereibto confess,
much against their will, that the power was of Gbtbugh Jesus
Christ, and so the glory went to him. And, secoalfter they had
thus confessed that these men had been with Jasdstherefore
that the power was the power of Jesus Christ, vwhey opposed it
they confessedly opposed Jesus Christ, and noadine

So it must be in this work. It must be apparent tha power is
of God in Christ, and not in the human instrumémtd it must be so
apparent that even the enemies will be forced dess it, and then
their opposition will be confessedly not againste tihuman
instrument, but against God in Christ, who is tbever in them. So,
eloguence will not win this battle. Strategy withtrwin this battle.
Human plans will not win this battle. Advice voleeted by men
wise in the world will not, when followed, win thizattle. God will
manifest his power in this work in such a way amtke it perfectly
evident to all that it is the power of God, andttha one shall glory
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in flesh. And the power is to be in the deep |oMeat is the power
of God.

It is satanic to compel people. When Satan can petdons in
his service by the allurements of the world, hedeaadhem in that
way. When those allurements fail to hold, then kgiis to bring
the pressure to bear upon them, and pressure okiadyto force
the will, is satanic. And therefore laws that arade to force the
will in things of religion are the very essencetlod¢ spirit of Satan.
God wins by love, and when love fails to win, heslmot use force.
| have sometimes stood almost overwhelmed in thegnrce of this
thought. The very God of the universe, who creatiethings by his
word, who upholds all things by the word of his gowholds
himself in abeyance at the command of the humah Ad God,
whose power is such that by the mere breath ahlbisth we should
all fail and be destroyed, ... Nay, more; God, vehpewer keeps us
in life, even though we are rebelling against hirhogse power
sustains us and gives us the very power which weeagsinst him;
that very God stands and holds his power in abeyanaiting the
consent of the human will.

God holds out every inducement. His love draws;vidogn any
man says No, and continues to say No, he contrelsituation. The
time will come, to be sure, when God will manifest power, and
when those who have persisted in rebellion willdestroyed; but
during this time of probation God waits on the hamall in matters
of religion. To compel the conscience is satanic.Win a loyal,
loving service is God-like. Now when we go out tarrg the
message of God for all people in the world, theaidé compulsion
should be left out, and the winning power of loveowd be
displayed. And before it can be displayed throdghihstrument, it
must be displayed in the instrument.
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Well, what has this to do with the outpouring o€ tBpirit?
Simply this. What is the first fruit of the Spirit?ove. More than
that. Read with me Romans 5:1-5: "Therefore beumjified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord deShrist: by
whom also we have access by faith into this graoerain we stand,
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And notyoso, but we
glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulatiavorketh patience;
and patience, experience; and experience, hopehaped maketh
not ashamed; because the love of God is shed alomoaar hearts
by the Holy Ghost [Holy Spirit] which is given unts."

It is worth noticing that the word here rendereldets$ abroad” is
the very word that is used in Peter's discoursetigg from Joel in
Acts 2:17: "And it shall come to pass in the laays] said God, |
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh." And dke Spirit poured
out, so love is poured out in the heart, and theasue of the
freeness of the gift of the Spirit is the measur&we in the heart.
So when there comes the outpouring of the Spirb iany
individual's heart, there comes with it a floodetidf love, and in
that love is the power for the message. You witheenber in this
connection Jeremiah 31:3: "The Lord hath appeafaddounto me,
saying, Yea, | have loved thee with an everlastowg: therefore
with lovingkindness have | drawn thee."

| will read Galatians 3:1: "O foolish Galatians, avihath
bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truéfpi® whose eyes
Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, creatitaimong you."
Paul had had such an experience himself in cruetfixvith Jesus
Christ that when he preached that truth to the t@als it came to
them with the same force as though the crucifixrad actually
taken place in their presence. Who can descrilbepaveeck like the
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one who has been shipwrecked? Who can describhectixion like
one who has been crucified? And said Paul: "I aotiied with
Christ." Now when one has been crucified with Ghimshis own
experience, he can tell people of the love of Batiour who was
crucified for them, in a way that brings the matiefore their minds
as though the event actually occurred in their gmes; and when
that is presented, as it can be only by one whohmaself been
crucified, if people are not moved by the love alddn the gift of
his Son, and the love of Christ in his death fagnth there is no
power under heaven that can move them. And in miy lieart |
have had the utmost pity for anyone whose heartneasnelted by
that exhibition of the love of God in Christ. Itesas as though a
heart of stone would melt before it.

But the laborer with God cannot present by any wardhis, by
any command of language which he may possess,pitiatre to
other minds, as it is in his mind. Words cannotveynthe thing
itself. Words make the picture, but it is only tBpirit of God that
can present that to other minds. You know how thah our own
experience. You read a familiar text of Scriptilew much does it
mean to the different ones in a congregation of tWwousand
persons? It means just what that text has beetturaleexperience to
the individual. Just that. When you preach to peaplwhom these
thoughts are new, whose hearts have not been tousgltie these
things, how can you preach to them in a way tolrdeearts? It must
be just as it was in the days of the apostlesalt mot the words that
were used, but it was because the Holy Spirit thalse words and
made the impression upon the heart itself. So whese simple
words were spoken there, the people who heardtlsawicture of
Jesus Christ as he actually was. This is becawsé&pirit of God
knows the mind of Jesus Christ, knows the love lofist, and can
present it as it really is.

67



When we present these truths our only hope isth®6pirit of
God, in the heart of the listener, co-operatinghvitie spirit in us
presenting these truths will make the impressioifl, present the
truth in its fullness and will give those who are darkness such
pictures of the light of God, such pictures of thee of Christ, as
will win them. It is not in the power of eloguenbwds, it is not in
the power of personal magnetism to do it. Nothingthe Spirit of
God with the laborer, poured upon the people aspleaks to them,
will do the work. Just as the Holy Ghost fell ore theople when
Peter spoke, so it must when we speak.

You remember the discourse of Stephen in the skvampter
of Acts. When he was going over that very famihatory in such a
simple way, what was the Holy Ghost doing? The Hehost was
with the people, and saying to them, Do you nottesaemeans you?
Do you not see what he is coming to? Stephen whatehing them
that. Stephen was simply repeating the facts abhjisthat were
familiar to all of them, but as he worked alonghis discourse the
Holy Spirit kept working with that people, sayinDpn't you see
how that means you? Don't you see what he is comihdpon't you
see that condemns you every step of the way? Afateobe could
finish the discourse and make the application hifngee Spirit had
gone away beyond him, and they were ready to putthideath for
a conclusion which he had not drawn himself, buictWihe Spirit
had been impressing on their hearts. They weredabiehim in his
discourse. That is the power of the Spirit in itsel

There is another thought that | would like to spedkn the
remainder of the hour. How are we to distinguistwieen the power
that will attend this message, and the power thihattend the false
message? because there is to be a power, Nay,ishevey a power
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attending falsehood and its proclamation. Why, hitta say to you
that unless we have the power of God to meet it, wile be
swamped as certain as the world. This is certaalyit is of no use
for a man knowingly to go and butt his head agamsblid stone
wall. But it is just as sensible for a man to dattas for one now in
the face of the testimony that a new life and poh&s come up
from beneath, and is taking hold of all Satan'shamgs; -- it is just
as much lacking in sense and good judgment fortomg® out now
from this Conference knowingly to meet that poweatess he is
assured that God is with him, as it would be tolishead squarely
against a stone wall. That is the truth. That poafehe opposition
Is real, and we shall know it. How then are we ftstiniguish
between the power that is to be in this messagdhendower that is
to be in the false message? Let me read a briehatxrom Early
Writings, 46, 47. The general subject is the endhef 2300 days.
After describing the trouble of the Advent peopldhat time, at the
end of the 2300 days, and their relation to otladrsut them, who
refused the light and turned from it, the writeysa

"| saw the Father rise from the throne, and inaanfhg chariot
go into the holy of holies within the vail, and dibwn. Then Jesus
rose up from the throne, and the most of those whe bowed
down arose with him. | did not see one ray of ligass from Jesus
to the careless multitudes after he arose, andwieeg left in perfect
darkness. Those who arose when Jesus did, keptetfes fixed on
him as he left the throne and led them out a Iitkey. Then he
raised his right arm and we heard his lovely vdiezognized the
voice of the True Shepherd, it is a lovely voicayisg, 'Wait here; |
am going to my Father to receive the kingdom; kgayr garments
spotless (buy the white raiment), and in a littleiles I will return
from the wedding and receive you to myself." Thae tloudy
chariot, with wheels like flaming fire, surroundbg angels, came
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where Jesus was. He stepped into the chariot asdomane to the
holiest where the Father sat. There | beheld Jesugeat High
Priest, standing before the Father. On the hemsofjfrment was a
bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranhtseTwho rose
up with Jesus would send up their faith to himhe toliest, and
pray, '‘My father, give us thy Spirit." Then Jesusuld breathe upon
them the Holy Ghost. In that breath was light, powsend much
love, joy, and peace.

"l turned to look at the company who were still Baivbefore
the throne; they did not know that Jesus had leffatan appeared
to be by the throne, trying to carry on the workGwd. | saw them
look up to the throne, and pray, 'Father, give hys $pirit.'! Satan
would then breathe upon them an unholy influencat there was
light and much power, but no sweet love, joy, aedqge."

What is this lesson? The faith that finds Jesudsfinim in the
Holiest now. What was the message to the churchzsdtold | have
set before thee an open door and no man can shaihd those who
look for the light of glory in the face of JesusriSh must look to
him through that open door in the holiest. Thoseo vane still
looking at the same place as of old to find hine prepared to
receive the deception. Now the thought is, thathis influence
which Christ breathes, there is light, and powed much love, joy,
peace. In the influence that comes from Satamd-that influence
is now here in a special manner, there will betligh and no
wonder, for he fashioneth himself as an angel giitli You will
remember the lesson we had on Sabbath on thatiquesdtlight;
there will be light and much power, but no sweetlojoy, peace.
That is to say, the power will be the satanic poafecompulsion.
The power in the true message will be the winniog/igr of love.
That must be the difference; that is the differer®e® if we have the
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message for this time in power, it will be with rutove, joy,
peace; and that in spite of the oppressive lawggea; in spite of
threats of loss of life itself, -- there will be olujoy and peace in it
all.

See how nicely these things come together. | \e#ldr two or
three verses. John 20:21, 22: "Then said Jesus theta again,
Peace be unto you; as my Father has sent me evegnda you,"
[and those words are for us to day.] "And when &é &aid this he
breathed on them and saith to them, Receive ydHtlg Ghost."
Now what was coupled right with it? "Peace be wua." So he
said to his disciples, "My peace | give unto yoat as the world
giveth give | unto you. Let not your heart be triaab" They were to
go forward with joy in the Lord, and were to hawayhjoy and holy
peace all the time. He is our peace, and if we ggsshim we shall
possess peace in its fullness. He is my belovedelfpossess him
we shall possess love in its fullness. Read Rondrnk/, "For the
kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but rightemss, and peace
and joy in the Holy Ghost." Romans 15:13, "Now (hed of hope
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, thg¢ may abound in
hope through the power of the Holy Ghost." You kew it all fits
together; the Holy Ghost will have light and powerit for us. It
will also have much love, joy, peace; and in thatywt will differ
from the power that will attend the false messagel, that love, that
joy, that peace can only be possessed by thoshomwlesus Christ
himself dwells. "Strengthened with might by his r8gn the inner
man, that Christ may dwell in your heart."

| spoke of the necessity of the Holy Spirit makiing picture

before the mind of the people, and in conclusiofi vaad an
illustration:--
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"Some of you have seen the great picture that veastqu by
Muncakszy of the Christ. That picture was being ileitdd in
Canada, at Toronto, | think, and there came a rtmegh, wicked
sailor to see it. He entered the room at the tifnday when there
were no others there; and paying his money to thean who sat
inside the door, he came in and stood for a monteoking at the
canvas as though he would glance at it and go aBay.as he
looked he could not turn. He stood there with lyissefixed on that
central figure of majesty and love. In a few momsehe took off his
hat and let it fall upon the floor. After a few menis more he sat
down upon a seat, and then he reached down anddoigk a book
that described the picture, and began to readpaad/ few seconds
his eyes would turn toward the canvass and towaedfigure of
Christ. The lady who sat by the door saw him lift his hand and
wipe away some tears. Still he sat; five, tengéft sixty minutes
went by, and still the man sat there as thoughdugdcnot stir. At
last he rose, and coming softly and reverently towthe door, he
hesitated, to take one last look, and said to thean who sat there:
'‘Madam; | am a rough, wicked sailor; | have nevehdved in
Christ; | have never used His name except in ah;datt | have a
Christian mother, and my old mother begged me io-ufore |
went back to sea, to go and look at the picturéhef Christ. To
oblige her | said | would come, and | have comdidl not believe
that anybody believed in Christ; but as | have &mblat that form
and that face | have thought that some man must balieved in
Him, | am going out from this time to be a beliewerJesus Christ
and a follower of His.' Oh beloved, as | heard thaty, the tears
came unbidden to my eyes, and my heart glowed withighty
longing. | thought if a poor, weak man, living hiaflsin a godless
land, could take his brush and preach on canvamk,cause our
Christ to glow upon it, until a rough, rude, wickddentious man
should be won to believe him, what might not my G if he
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might paint Christ in me -- nay, if he might repoee Christ in a
human life, that the life might be Christ's andttimeen might come
to believe on Him."
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No. 6

The Scriptures are the Scriptures of the Holy Ghdsor the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of mant boly men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy GhostPg2r 1:21)
So we read in Acts 28:25: "Well spake the Holy GligsEsaias the
prophet unto our fathers." We learn also from JdAr26, that the
"Comforter "is the Holy Ghost.

There are several important conclusions that folfoom this
simple statement that the Scriptures are the Seceptof the Holy
Ghost, and that the Holy Ghost is the Comfortenr"#whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for ée@arning, that we
through patience and comfort of the scriptures mitgive hope."”
(Romans 15:4) The comfort of the scriptures cossrsthe fact that
they are the scriptures of the Comforter. We rdad m verse 13:
"Now the God of all hope fill you with all joy an@eace in
believing, that ye may abound in hope through tbevgy of the
Holy Ghost." And in the 19th verse, speaking ofvaesk, Paul says:
"Through mighty signs and wonders by the powerhef $pirit of
God."

Christ is the power of God. This power is manifdstierough
the Spirit of God, and the scriptures, being thg#taes of the Holy
Ghost are scriptures of power, words of power. No®aring in
mind the fact that the scriptures are the scrigtafethe Holy Ghost
| wish to take a very familiar scripture for thesksaof study this
evening: "All scripture is given by inspiration &od, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correatiofor instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be pertaoroughly
furnished unto all good works." (2 Timothy 3:16)17
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Dr. Young's translation of the same scripture isfakws:
"Every writing is God-breathed and is profitable teaching, for
conviction, for setting aright; for instruction tha in righteousness,
that the man of God may be fitted for every goodakywbaving been
completed.”

| like the expression concerning the scriptures thay are
"God-breathed." Let us take two or three scripturesonnection
with this and see the force of this statement. Gisnz7. "And the
Lord formed man of the dust of the ground, and tiwexh into his
nostrils the breath of life and man became a liaagl."

That which gave life and activity to the man was fthct that
God breathed into him the breath of life, and tirenbecame a
living soul. Previous to that time he was deadctiva; now he is
living, active. But that is exactly the descriptiosed by the word of
God in Hebrews 4:12. "For the word of God is liviagd active."
[Revised Version.] Language in itself is dead. dsmo power in
itself any more than the man had power when heferased of the
dust of the ground, but when God breathed into tmenbreath of
life, he became both living and active. He thendpee a living
entity. He became one who could perform works tghothe power
that was in him; so language is of itself dead vidugén God breathes
into it, it becomes living and active; it is thedivdng entity. It can
then be said to accomplish the work just as onelsenman or
living being to accomplish the work. This is clgathe meaning of
the scripture when it says: "He sent his word asaldd them."

We read also in 1 Corinthians 15:45: "For so itistten, the
first man Adam was made a living soul."” The Revisésfsion
reads: "became a living soul." He became a liviogl ¥ecause the
breath of life was breathed into him. "The last A&decame a life-
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giving Spirit." The first Adam became a living spthe last Adam
became a life-giving Spirit. Now put this with Jobd:22.

"And when he had said this, he breathed on thethsaih unto
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost."

Now just as God breathed the breath into that wimehhad
formed of the dust of the ground and man becanngrayIsoul, just
as God gives to the language his breath and it besaliving,
active, so Christ breathed on the disciples and, SReceive ye the
Holy Ghost." And they, and we, under the same e&pee, are to
become living and active, whereas before we wewd.d&o the
scripture is "God-breathed," and he has breathidtime scriptures
the very same thing that he breathed into man whernformed of
the dust of the ground, and that was the breatliepfwhich is the
Spirit of God. So the scriptures are the scriptofate Holy Ghost.

Now it is stated in this text in Timothy that theripture thus
given is profitable, and it says for what purpdses profitable for
doctrine. This is the same word that we find innJ@k:26. Speaking
of the office of the Holy Spirit it says: "But tli@&mforter, which is
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my eare shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to yaoemembrance,
whatsoever | have said unto you."

It is profitable for doctrine; profitable for teaok, because
being the scriptures of the Holy Ghost, and theyH&host being the
teacher, the scriptures are therefore profitabitetdaching. This is
the same word that is used in Romans 15:4, whesay$ that,
"whatsoever things were written aforetime were tentfor our
learning." Now we read that the scriptures are ifzbole for
teaching, and the way in which they become prdftdbr teaching
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Is that they are scriptures of the Holy Ghost, #red Spirit itself is
the actual teacher. When the words of God are takdrnwithout the
aid of the genuine teacher, the Holy Spirit, aprafit is made to use
them as doctrine, there is no profit; because Hreythe scriptures
of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit must be the ¢bar to bring forth
the meaning and to unfold the scripture to us. Whenis true, they
are profitable for doctrine, for teaching.

Again the scriptures are profitable for reproofasrDr. Young's
translation has it, "for conviction." We read thgression in John
16:8: "And when he is come, he will reprove the Maf sin," the
margin translates it "convince." Another translatreads "convict."
That is all true. The office of the Holy Spirit ie convince of, to
convict of, to reprove sins. The scriptures,-megutire scriptures of
the Holy Ghost,-are profitable for conviction besauhe Spirit of
God, the convicting power, is in the word. If thezigtures are used,
not as the scriptures of the Holy Spirit, but mgra$ the words of
man, there is no convicting power in them. They nneésused as the
scriptures of the Holy Ghost, and the Holy Ghostsmube
recognized in them and work in them if they arefipable for
conviction and reproof.

Notice several verses where this same idea is htoogt,
although not always with the same words as ourismgtanslation:
"And ye have forgotten the exhortation which sp&akento you as
unto children, My son, despise not thou the chasteaf the Lord,
nor faint when thou art rebuked of him." (Hebrews5)

The expression "rebuked of him," uses the same .\Wfdile
passing, let us notice this thought; "ye have faegothe exhortation
that speaketh unto you." To my mind there is sucltla@se
connection between these things that in some pkh@esonnection
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seems to be lost by our English version using iffewords, while
the original is the same. The word "exhortatios,the same word
although not necessarily in the same form, as tbedwsed for
"comforter," and the thought in it is this: In tle&hortation of the
Lord in which he reproves us, there is, after efimfort. Why?

Because the Comforter is the reprover. This isdmafort in his

word. Just as the scriptures of the Comforter bmegroof and
conviction for the sinner. But there is comfortie reproving of the
Lord. So we might get this thought in this way: "Mave forgotten
the comforting word which speaketh unto you as wfitdren, My

son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, namt favhen

convicted of him;" that is, when you are convictadconvinced of
sin; because the Comforter is the agency by whichdonviction of

sin is brought.

Again let us read 2 Timothy 4:2. Speaking of theydof the
gospel minister, it says, "Preach the word [procléine word]; be
instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebexaort.” Now to
my mind those last three words have a peculiarspedial meaning.
Notice the words used there: "reprove, rebuke, gxhdhe word
"reprove"” is the same word translated reproof i@ &xperience,
profitable for reproof. The word "exhort," the lagbrd, is the same
word that we just had in Hebrews 12:5. The otherws a peculiar
word, and might be paraphrased in this way. "Repraonvict of
sin. It is the Comforter that does that. Estimdte ¢uilt; comfort
with the Holy Spirit." So this is the work of th@gpel minister; to
reprove, to convict of sin, and that by the SpafitGod using his
own words. In this way alone can he proclaim thedwvdVhen he
properly proclaims the word, there will be conwactiof sin, because
the scriptures are the scriptures of the Comfowrch convince or
convict of sin. Then estimate the guilt; put a ealypon the guilt,
and then exhort; that is the comfort.
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You remember that the office of the Holy Spirit"ishen he is
come he will convince the world of sin, of rightsmess, and of
judgment." Now to proclaim the word is the duty tbe gospel
minister. But the word is the word of God, the gturres of truth, the
scriptures of the Holy Ghost. And when the worgiisclaimed as
the word of God, the scriptures of the Holy Ghaistyill do the
work perfectly, it will convince of sin, it will sbw the enormity of
sin, it will bring comfort.

So we read in Titus 1:9. Speaking of the duty dfishop, the
apostle says: "Holding fast the faithful word ashia¢h been taught,
that he may be able by sound doctrine both to éxhad to
convince the gainsayers." Paraphrasing it, | undedsthe meaning
to be this: "Holding fast the faithful word, accorg to the teaching,
that he may be able to comfort by sound teachind,ta convince
those who speak againt his word." But what is tenay by which
that is to be done? Holding fast the faithful watording to your
teaching, as he has been taught.

Now the faithful word when held fast to as the wofdsod and
the Holy Ghost, and proclaimed as such, will beomfort to the
believers in the soundness of teaching, and it @alvince those
who speak against it; but it will only do this assithe word of God,
as the scriptures are taken to be the scripturdsedfioly Ghost, and
the Holy Ghost depended upon to do the work. Thahe power is
in the word, and not in the minister. It is to begched as the word
of God. We read again in the 15th verse of Titu§Thiese things
speak and exhort, and rebuke with all authoritylri€€ gave
himself for our sins. Speak those things. "Thatrhght redeem us
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pecalipeople, zealous
of good works."
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Again the scriptures are profitable for correctidime idea of
correction is to set straight, to put into a stnaigath. This is exactly
the same idea that we find in Hebrews 12:13: "Mstkaight paths
for your feet." It is not the idea here, as we msef correcting one
by punishing; but it is to set him straight. Nowwhes it that the
Scriptures will set one straight and will make igfind paths for his
feet? It is because they are the scriptures ofitilg Spirit.

Read Isaiah 30:20, 21: "And though the Lord giva tite bread
of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet dhaidt thy teachers be
removed into a corner any more, but thine eyesl| sted thy
teachers and thine ears shall hear a word behaw®] Haying, This is
the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the riglaink, and when ye
turn to the left."

Now we are to make straight paths for our feet.p8gpmg that
we get into the straight path and turn to the rigéund. The Spirit
speaks to us, This is the way, walk ye in it. Hovesl it speak to us?
By the Spirit of God. Supposing we make a movauta to the left.
The Spirit says, This is the way, and sets us gditaispeaking
through the holy Scriptures, which are the Scrigduof the Holy
Ghost. So when the Scriptures are taken to be ¢hpt@res of the
Holy Spirit and we recognize God's voice speakiogu$ in his
word, that word will keep us in the straight patinen we attempt to
turn either to the right hand or to the left.

Again the Scriptures are said to be profitableif@truction in
righteousness. This word for instruction, is rataerunusual word.
In Hebrews 12:5, it is translated "chastening." 'fvave forgotten
the work of comfort, the exhortation which speakattio you as
unto children, My Son, despise thou not the chasteof the Lord."
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The same word is used in the seventh verse. Therdleverse also
reads: "Now no chastening for the present seenmethetjoyous."
We have the same word in Ephesians 6:4, "And, yefa, provoke
not your children to wrath: but bring them up ire thurture and
admonition of the Lord." Perhaps the word that ddug used in all
these cases to convey the meaning is our wordplirsei Let the
Scriptures be profitable for discipline that igighteousness.

Recurring now to that text which we have had hdoety Joel
2:23, we will read it with the marginal reading:€'glad, then, ye
children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your Gdaok he hath given
you a teacher of righteousness, according to rogisieess." That is
the former rain, and the same thing is the latér, rthe teacher of
righteousness which is according to righteousn€hs. Scriptures
are profitable for discipline that is accordingrighteousness; for
nurture that is according to righteousness; forstgrang that is
according to righteousness, because they are thptues of the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the teacher of riglousness
according to righteousness. But you see every stefpe way it
depends upon understanding, and not merely unddrstg but in
taking them as the Scriptures of the Holy Spisttlze voice of God.
Then they become all this to those who receive them

That the man of God may be perfected is the purpbsd his
work. Dr. Young says, "That the man of God may ited; "and
that is the idea. And the idea of fitting is justyou would fit two
things together, just as a carpenter fits two [@d¢ogether. He takes
one piece and fits it to another. Then he layside That is fitted,
you say. Then he takes another piece and fits fhadt is the
meaning of this word fitted, as you would prepangiece of wood
for its place in the building, as you prepare a@ief stone for its
place. Now the purpose of the Scriptures is thattdaching, by
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reproof, by keeping in the right way, by disciplitimat is according
to righteousness, the man of God may be fittededritor what? "In
whom all the building, fitly framed together, grawaunto an holy
temple in the Lord: in whom ye also, are buildedetiher for an
habitation of God through the Spirit." Ephesian212:22. "To
whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowecderd of men, but
chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as livelyttgb€'living"]
stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holggthiood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by JesussCh(1 Peter 2:4,
S)

A house is built out of dead material. But the isppal temple of
God, which he is preparing for his dwelling platebuilt of living
material, living stones. Now these stones are faken from the
guarry as any stones would be. | read from theifesty, "Danger
of Adopting a Worldly Policy in the Work of God,"age 6: "The
mighty cleaver of truth has taken them [the peabl&od in these
last days] out of the world as rough stones thataibe hewed, and
squared, and polished for the heavenly buildingoWwNhe mighty
cleaver of truth takes us out of the world as roatgines are taken
out of the quarry, but it is God's purpose to buisl up for a
habitation of God, a spiritual temple, a heavenkliding. What is
the agency by which this work is to be done? Thep&oes of the
Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God works through his wg convincing
of sin, teaching, instructing in every way to make man fitted for
his place in the heavenly temple. So we read ineHd&4, 5: "O
Ephraim, what shall | do unto thee? O Judah, whatl $ do unto
thee? for your goodness is as a morning cloud aartie early dew
it goeth away. Therefore have | hewed them by ttophets." He
hews them by the prophets, reproves, rebukesuutstrdisciplines,
to fit them for the place in the heavenly buildifdow there is a
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very important lesson to learn right here from wWaey in which the
original temple was built.

"And it came to pass in the four hundred and eaghtyear after
the children of Israel were come out of the landEgfypt, in the
fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in thenth Zif, which
is the second month, that he began to build thesénaii the Lord.
And the house, when it was in building, was bufltstbone made
ready before it was brought thither: so that theras neither
hammer nor ax nor any kind of tool or iron heardhe house, while
it was building." 1 Kings 6:1, 7. That is, beforeetmaterial was put
together to form the literal temple, it had bedrfided, every stone
was ready for its place, polished, hewed, and desf&hen the
material was brought to the place where the temyds to be
erected, all that was necessary to do was to juint @ae in the place
for which it had been prepared, and then the wteigle grew up,
a shapely, beautiful structure.

How is it with the other? This work of preparingethiving
stones for the heavenly temple is now going on, @ahdhat work
will be done before they are put together to fohat ttemple, and
when they are thus put together there will be nwihg, no fitting,
no polishing. That is to say, the work of charadteiiding will all
be done here; now is the time for reproving, fobuleng, for
convincing of sin; the whole work of fitting us ftweaven will be
done here during the time of probation, which s theaning of all
of those expressions so familiar to us, if we arée saints above,
we must first have been saints on the earth. WhermsiCcomes he
does not change character, but merely fixes claraktence the
absolute necessity of submitting to the Spirit hdxecause unless
the hewing, the polishing, the fitting is all dohere, the stone will
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be rejected, because this building is to go togeth#out the sound
of any tool, as the one of old.

In this connection read Amos 9:11: "In that dayl Witaise up
the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and clogetloe breaches
thereof; and | will raise up his ruins, and | viallild it as in the days
of old." At the Conference held at Jerusalem, Jasmsaking under
the direction of the Holy Spirit, said: "Simeon hateclared how
God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to takd ofithem a people
for his name. And to this agree the words of thappets; as it is
written, After this | will return, and will build@ain the tabernacle of
David, which is fallen down; and | will build agatine ruins thereof,
and | will set it up." Acts 15:14-16. That meanattthe Gospel was
to go to the Gentiles and a people was to be callédrom them,;
thus was the tabernacle to be built again as of old

Now let me read from "Historical Sketches of Foreig
Missions," pages 136, 137:--

"The Jewish temple was built of hewn stones quamigt of the.
mountains; and every stone was fitted for its placéhe temple,
hewed, polished, and tested, before it was broteghtrusalem. And
when all were brought to the ground, the buildingntvtogether
without the sound of ax or hammer. This buildingresents God's
spiritual temple, which is composed of materialhga¢d out every
nation, and tongue, and people, of all grades, amghlow, rich an d
poor, learned and unlearned. These are not deadasuls, to be
fitted by hammer and chisel. They are living storesarried out
from the world by the truth; and the great Masteildier the Lord
of the temple, is now hewing and polishing themgd &tting them
for their respective places in the spiritual tempMhen completed
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this temple will be perfect in all its parts, thénaration of angels
and of men: for its builder and maker is God.

"Let no one think that there need not be a strdkega upon
him. There is no person, no nation, that is penfeevery habit and
thought. One must learn of another. Therefore Gahtsv the
different nationalities to mingle together, to beean judgment, one
in purpose. Then the union that there is in Chmstl be
exemplified."

That throws light upon the scripture in Amos. lijphgs to the
Gentiles. It is the building of the temple as al,chnd God gathers
the material for this temple out of every nationdglaces them
together in the oneness of the Spirit, to the lmgjdof a spiritual
temple.

Now | will read again:

"They must be hewed by the prophets with reproarnmg,
admonition, and advice, that they may be fashicafezt the divine
Pattern; this is the specified work of the Comforte transform
heart and character, that men may keep the wawedfard."

But what has this to do with the promise of theri8piln
Ephesians 6:17 it is stated that, the word of Gotthé sword of the
Spirit. Whose sword is it? The sword of the SpMitho then is to
use the sword? Why, he whose sword it is | if thlbig sword is to
be used, the Spirit is to use it, because it iswasrd. If then we are
to go out to carry the word of. God as the wordofl in the power
of the Spirit; if the word of God is to be a weapdmower, do you
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not see that there will be actual danger to usryotd use it
ourselves, to say nothing of its being unprofit&ble

Notice the lesson in 1 Samuel 17:38, 39: "And Sauhed
David with his armor, and he put an helmet of brgssn his head:
also he armed him with a coat of mail. And Davicdgd his sword
upon his armor, and he assayed to go; for he hagroged it. And
David said unto Saul, | cannot go with these; ftialve not proved
them. And David put them off him." He had neverdigeem, and
did not know how to use them. If we attempt to timeesword of the
Spirit, not only shall we find that we cannot usejust as David
found that he could not use the sword of Saul,tbate is actual
danger in trying to use it.

Now | solemnly believe that from this time forthtims message
the word of God is to be a word of power as newdone. It is to be
as it never has been before in this message, toalnt the: Spirit.
And the Spirit is the only one who can use his aword both with
safety and profit.

Then if the word of God,-the sword of the Spirittecsbe used
with safety and profit by us or through us, it mbst the Spirit
dwelling in us, using his own sword. Now, | canglidielieve that
there will be danger. You will remember an illusima of this.
Certain men, who had seen Paul in his preachirdghad heard him
call the name of Jesus over those possessed otk and had
seen the spirits driven out, attempted to do theesthing. They
called the name of Jesus over an evil spirit, ahdtvhappened to
them? The spirit said, "Jesus | know, and Paulovkrbut who are
ye?" And he fell on them and wounded them. Now wivergo out,
as we know we are to go, to meet such powerful siipa as we
know has come up in this message,-because a netalgl power

86



Is springing up from beneath and taking hold of @il Satan's
agencies,-what shall we do? Are we to go out wignaty the theory
of the truth? with merely the theory of the worldamse it against
the power that is against us? | fear the same e will be
repeated. ". Jesus | know, and Paul | know, but areoye? "That is,
it is not the spirit in us using his own sword, buts the vain
attempt of our own selves to use the sword of thieitSIt will be
without profit, to say the least; and to my minavitl be with actual
danger to those who try it. Does it not show sonpfathat it must
be Christ in us using his own sword?

There is to my mind a wonderful thought about tiissng the
Word as the sword of the Spirit, by. Christ in tesnptation. The
devil came to him and tempted him upon the threatpdhat he
presents to every individual of the human race; et
presumption, and covetousness. First he saidhol be the Son of
God command that these stones be made bread." §\ast Ithe Son
of God? Certainly. What harm would there be, théme should
command the stones, and they should be made bf@adst had
come to this earth and had emptied himself. Hisptatron all
through his experience here was the same that we, hfaat is, to
show self. If Christ had shown self, it would hdneen divine; but if
he had come here with the purpose not to show iselfpuld have
been wrong. If we show self, it is humanity and. dite did not
come here to show self, although self was divinbim. He came
here to show us how to empty self, and live wholjyanother. So
he would not show self in that temptation; and whwn devil said
to him, Now if you are the Son of God, just commdnelse stones
that they be made bread, could he not have donées? sir. But he
would have defeated the very purpose of his corharg.
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And just as he showed us that we should not |étagglear in
us, he also showed us the way how to live by amothie answered
and said, It is written, Man shall not live by hidealone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of G¥dho spoke
that very word? Did not Christ speak it? And whendame here,
his humanity seized upon the word of God spokehimself as the
mouthpiece of God, and laid hold of that very waslhis security
against the devil in his humanity. He used the swafrthe Spirit.
And he used it, you will remember, in those thmestances with an
effectiveness that drove the devil away. And angslme and
ministered unto him.

God wants Christ to dwell in our hearts by faithdato use the
sword of the Spirit now against all the power of gnemy just as
effectually as he did then. But he must be the tongse it now as
then, because it is the sword of the Spirit. Anel 8pirit must use
his own sword, if it is to be used with safety awmth profit. Then to
my mind the lesson of this hour is a very importame, and
Impresses upon our minds the actual necessityifthat are to go
out to use the word of God with power in convictiafj sin, in
correcting evil, in discipline, which is according righteousness,
that the Spirit of God must dwell in us, that id)riSt in us by his
Spirit with a presence which is more personal thdren he was
here upon the earth in the flesh. He is to dwebun hearts in that
way and use the sword himself, if it is to be usedhe is the one to
use it with power.
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No. 7

In the fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth, chepp® John we
have instruction that was given to his disciplesoby Saviour just
before he left them; and in these chapters we finthe most
precious lessons. The promise is the gift of thaitSp will first
sketch through these chapters somewhat briefly,thed take up
more particularly some of the instruction giverthem. In the early
part of the fourteenth chapter our Saviour spokhi®fgoing away,
and of his promise to return again. Then he spdkine fact that
those who saw him, really saw the character ofFather in him,
and that they were to believe him for the very vi®gake.

Beginning with the fifteenth verse, | read, "If i®ve me keep
my commandments, and | will pray the Father, andhal give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you ferévThat is, |
will ask the Father, | will make a request of hiamd there is the
promise, "he shall give you another Comforter." i€this speaking
to them of a second, or another Comforter. Who wvees first
Comforter? If there was to be another, there masetbeen a first
one.

There iIs, perhaps, a general misapprehension dahketaeal
meaning of this word Comforter. It is not simplyeowho comforts
in distress, although he does all that. The idemase that of a
helper. So the Revised Version suggests as a liagdénis word,
"helper." "I will pray the Father, and he will giwou another
Comforter, another helper, another advocate."

The same word exactly is found in this scripturkty"little
children, these things write | unto you, that ye 8ot. If any man
sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, JesusisClhine

89



righteous." 1 John 2:1. We have an Advocate, we l[@aZomforter,
we have a Helper with the Father. Now this wastamitafter Christ
had ascended, but it was after the gift of the iGmirthat special
way, after the Comforter had come to the discipleshe earth. The
idea of a counselor, a helper, on adviser, isnathis word, and you
may look at it in this way: that Christ sitteththé right hand of the
Father; he is an Advocate, or Helper, or Comfatttere. The Spirit
is with us here. That is our Comforter, Helper, Adate here. If we
take up the legal figure of an advocate; "he eweth to make
intercession for us." Not in the sense that hiskwsrto incline the
Father to be favorable to us when he otherwise dvoé
unfavorable, but he ever liveth at the right hahthe Father as our
Advocate, our Helper, our Comforter, to talk witretFather about
us. That is the idea of it.

But we have an adversary who is talking also. Hs,sldow can
you save such sinful creatures as these are? tball@overed with
sin. We do not deny the charge; we cannot do thatwe trust in
Christ and his blood to cleanse. When the advers&mwyds in the
presence of God and makes that charge, as repedsanthe third
chapter of Zachariah, when Joshua stood before cBxtded with
filthy garments, and Satan stood there to accuse and oppose
him, -- when Satan makes that charge in the presehthe angels,
we have an advocate there who speaks just as wacae speaks,
"The blood of Christ cleanseth. "He speaks thatdwior us when
Satan opposes here. When Satan opposes us therbawsean
advocate who ever liveth and talks with the Fathleout us; and
when the adversary says, How can you save suchl sirdatures?
they have sinned, they have rebelled, they havebdied, the
advocate says, True, but, My blood! my blood! mydal!
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So we have an advocate there, a counselor whowmaysal at
court, who is always watching, as it were, to sbetiver the enemy
would suddenly bring up our case and cause it tagponst us. We
have an advocate right there who ever liveth takge the Father
about our cases when they come up. But besideswhatave, as it
were, an advocate right with us, a kind of conftdncounselor
who stays right by us, who speaks the same wordemfort, the
same words of hope, the same words of instrucb -ug as are
spoken in our behalf in the heavenly courts, whan @ases are
considered there.

So the promise is, He shall give you another cotefpanother
helper, another advocate, another counselor, thatdy abide with
you forever; that he may be with you forever. Itingeresting to
notice that this is just the promise of Christ befbe went away:
"Lo, | am with you always, even unto the end ofwwald." He shall
give you another Comforter that he may remain wah, abide with
you, be with you forever.

Christ is going away, but the Comforter that hedseto take his
place, to be the other Comforter, the other adwgcHte other
helper, was not to go away. He was to be with wevier, to the
"end of the age,” all the time; "even the Spirittafth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it seeth him notheeknoweth him:
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and $hz# in you. |
will not leave you comfortless: | will come to y8u he better word
Is, | am coming. We use our present tense in theyf w | am
coming; it gives a more emphatic idea of the suddes or nearness
of the thing. So, we might say, | will not leaveuyoomfortless; |
will not leave you bereft of a Comforter, a helpan advocate, a
counselor; | am coming to you.

91



"Yet a little while and the world seeth me no mdrat ye see
me; because | live, ye shall live also. At thatdige shall know that
| am in my Father, and ye in me and | in you." \ésrd49, 20. Now
that is the union by the Spirit of Christ. Whenttbames you will
know that | and the Father are one, and you witivkithat you and |
are one.

| noticed an illustration the other day which sedrtie me very
striking for a simple one, how it was that we canib Christ and
Christ in us at the same time. It was this: Yoldibottle with sea-
water and drop it in the sea. The bottle is filkgth the sea, and the
sea is in the bottle, and the bottle is in the beiithe sea that is in
the bottle and the bottle and all are buried indba, and there is
room for lots of bottles full in the sea. Of couss®l do not want to
carry that figure too far and say, Bottle it up &eep it there.

The idea is simply, Christ in us, and we in himg adl lost in
him, so to speak; he in us, and we in him; thasei@ss of union.
"He that hath my commandments and keepeth thentt isethat
loveth me; and he that loveth me shall be lovethgffFather, and |
will live in him, and will manifest myself in him.{Verse 21) We
can render it this way: | am about to manifest rifyse | am going
to manifest myself to them. "Judas saith unto mat,Iscariot, Lord,
how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto wmd not unto the
world?" You see he had been with them in the waitd] the world
could see him just as plainly as the disciplesacgle him. Now he
says, | am going away; but | am coming again, andlImanifest
myself to you, and the world shall not see me.

That was a very natural question for one who didumalerstand
the spiritual meaning of it. How is that going ®7ohow is it that he
will manifest himself to us and others cannot sem?h"Jesus
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answered and said unto him, If a man love me, Hekeep my
word: and my Father will love him, and we will cometo him, and
make our abode with him. He that loveth me not k#emot my
sayings: and the word which ye hear is not ming,tbe Father's
which sent me." (Verses 23, 24) Notice, throughtlait the idea s
that the Spirit is in his word and the word is Ghrand "he that
loveth me and keepeth my words, and | come; "aad the word of
Christ dwells in him richly in all wisdom.

"These things have | spoken unto you, being yeseewith
you; but the Comforter, [the helper, the counsglafich is the
Holy Ghost [Holy Spirit], whom the Father will sema my name,
he shall teach you all things, and bring all thinggs your
remembrance whatever | have said unto you."

"The Father was to send another Comforter. Chast lbeen a
comfort, a help, a counselor and a friend to heigies. Now he
would send the Holy Ghost, another Comforter. Ghasstill an
advocate, a helper, a counselor right now; andhadl seach you,
shall instruct in all things, and bring to your rembrance all things
whatsoever | have said unto you. Now notice thatdimaracteristic
of the Spirit that | spoke of the other eveningibhedo come in here
as a natural result of the promise of the Spirdu¥Yvill remember
that when Christ had passed into the holiest, Arddith of those
who were looking for him there, reached him, thegypd, "My
father give us thy Spirit. Then Jesus would breatpen them the
Holy Ghost. In that breath was life, power, and mimve, joy and
peace." Having given the promise of the Spirit, degins to tell
right away what would be the consequences of rawgit. There
would be peace and joy. "Peace | leave with you;p@gce | give
unto you,; not as the world giveth give | unto ybat not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be afraid."

93



Now understand this principle that pervades thela/Baripture,
that what Christ says to his diciples, he saysveredisciple of his
from that time to the present. When he spoke talisisiples, he saw
all of his disciples, to the very last one. So bhe s1s. Hence his
words to them are just as much to you and me deeim. So he
says, Peace, and this comes when we receive the $pe fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, etc. And he salgt'hot your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid. Ye have, hdaod | said unto you,
| go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved gye,would
rejoice, because | said, | go unto the Fathernfgiather is greater
than I. And now | have told you before it come &s9, that, when it
IS come to pass, ye might believe. Hereafter | wit talk much
with you: for the prince of this world cometh, ahdth nothing in
me. But that the world may know that | love thelfeat and as the
Father gave me commandment, even so | do. Arisaslgo hence."

Now comes in the instruction with reference to thmon of
Christ and his disciples, that wonderful lessonedaspon the vine
and the branches. But that union is the naturalltred the Spirit.
These chapters really all deal with the gift of 8parit and the result
of receiving it, and these explanations that coméetween the
passages where the Spirit is spoken of are onlwisigothe results
of its reception. Therefore, these lessons are tiperunion of the
disciples with him. This same Spirit which bringsimon between
the disciples and him brings a union also betwden disciples
themselves. On this point | read from this littl@estimony to
Ministers," page 32:--

"The people of God can be united only through tbeer of the
Holy Ghost, and this is the union which will stathe test.”
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You see we are dissimilar in tastes and purposeslaoughts,
and all that. And the meaning of this is, that itnfs us into
harmony. There must be the power of the Holy Gindsth unites
us to Christ, which brings his mind, his likenessus, and which
brings us near together, into union and harmonyvagtieanother.

"If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in awe] even
as | have kept my father's commandments, and abidés love."
(Verse 10, chapter 15) The first fruit of the Spisilove, and so he
Is speaking about abiding in love. "These thinggehlaspoken unto
you, that my joy might remain in you, and that ygay might be
full." Verse 11. You will remember that with the mestation of
the Spirit there is not only light and power, butiah joy, much
love, much peace. So then this comes in naturdlgut this
instruction concerning the gift of the Spirit and offices. "This is
my commandment, That ye love one another, as | laxed you.
Greater love hath no man than this, that a mamdayn his life for
his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsodvesmmand you."
(Verses 12-14)

"If the world hate you, ye know that it hated mddbpe it hated
you. If ye were of the world, the world would lovs own: but
because ye are not of the world, but | have chgsenout of the
world, therefore the world hateth you." Verses 118, Why does this
instruction about the world hating one come in Aiefe my mind
the reason is this: The gift of the Spirit sepaabme from the
world; gives him a character entirely differentrfrahe character of
the world. Now the one thing that stirs up a fegligainst the
Christian more than anything else is that he shadhifest the
character of Christ. The devil does not care hovehmwe profess
Christianity: in fact, he likes to have a goodlynmher merely
professing Christianity; he likes to have them nuatly accept the
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Sabbath and this message, because they do moreirndnat way
than as though they rejected Christ.

But one who really receives Christ and his Spmithis heart
becomes at once an aggressive disciple of Chnstaa aggressive
disciple of Christ will stir up opposition alwayl.does not mean
that he goes out in a fierce, defiant spirit; bberée is this
controversy between light and darkness, betweeisCémd Satan,
and just as soon as anyone manifests any zealhalfbef Christ,
just that moment the opposition is stirred agamst. So when one
receives the Spirit of Christ, and is endowed witland goes out as
an aggressive disciple of Christ, he will at onceetn with
opposition, and the world will hate him; hence timistruction. This
Is true of all genuine disciples of Christ. "Theefrdship of the
world is enmity with God." "Ye cannot serve God andmmon." It
Is to "come out from among them, and be ye sepasaith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing,"” -- sin my dorm. Then
there will be a mark of distinction, and the woaldd the flesh and
the devil will hate such an aggressive discipleGdirist, who is
endowed with the Spirit.

"Remember the word that | said unto you, The sdri@mot
greater than his Lord. If they have persecuted tmey will also
persecute you,; if they have kept my saying, the{ kd@ep yours
also. But all these things will they do unto you foy name's sake,
because they know not him that sent me." Verse220,But when
the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto yoonfrthe Father,
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from Esgher, he shall
testify of me." Verse 26. Then the servant of Ghiis whom the
Spirit dwells will have just one theme, and thatbisgestify of Christ,
to preach Christ. That will be his whole theme, aaesse when that
Comforter is come "He shall testify of me." He widistify to us of
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Christ, and then through us he will testify to athef Christ. He
will bear witness of Christ.

"And ye also shall bear witness, because ye haga bdth me
from the beginning." Verse 27. Do you bear withals®? He shall
bear witness of me; he shall instruct you about N@v when he
instructs you about me, and he dwells in you, Da wso bear
witness of me, because you have been with me fhrenbéginning?
"These things have | spoken unto you, that ye shawt be
offended." "They shall put you out of the synagay(tee church]:
yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth yoll think that he
death God service." They shall be put to deathssntbey yield
obedience to the beast and to his image; and thieyhwk that in
doing that they are doing God service. "And thdésegs will they
do unto you, because they have not known the Fatimar me."
(John 16:1-3) "Nevertheless, | tell you the truthis expedient for
you that | go away: for if | go not away, the Coméws will not
come unto you." (Verse 7) That is, it is for youdivantage that | go
away, so that the Comforter, the helper, the cdonsthe advocate,
should come.

"And when he is come, he will reprove the worldsof, and of
righteousness, and of judgment;" or, He will coweirnthe world
concerning sin, and concerning righteousness, ammcecning
judgment. "Of sin, because they believe not on fmegbteousness,
because | go to my Father, and ye see me no mbjadgment,
because the prince of this world is judged. | hgatemany things to
say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howlbké&n he, the
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you intd &iuth: for he shall
not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall h#wat shall he
speak: and he will show you things to come." (Ver8el3) You

97



will remember that Christ did not speak of himséAs the Father
said unto me, so | speak."

"For | have given unto them the words which thouegh me."
"He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of miraad shall show it
unto you." (Verse 14)

Now notice that these are definite promises to god to me.
We have read these scriptures over too easily etlheg, and now
we want to get them as definite, personal promisdse showing us
things to come? "All things that the Father hath @muine: therefore
said |, that he shall take of mine, and shall sitawto you. A little
while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a litide, and ye shall
see me, because | go to the Father." Verses 19,hH they began
to make inquiry of him and ask questions; and h&vaned them
and told them that he was going away, and thewastls of this
chapter are:" These things have | spoken unto ffmat, in me ye
might have peace. In the world ye shall have tabah: but be of
good cheer; | have overcome the world." (Verse B8)of good
cheer; be of good comfort; cheer up! cheer up! Almbis last
words with them were, | am going away; ye shallengbulation;
but, cheer up! It's all right; be of good couraBe.not let your heart
be troubled. | am your comfort. | am with you alsago on!

Then comes this remarkable prayer of the severttedmapter. |
will not take time to read it all. You are familianth it. | begin at
the twentieth verse: "Neither pray | for these aldout for them also
which shall believe on me through their word." Invdo think,
every time | read that prayer, that Christ pray@dnfie just as much
as he did for those disciples, and had me in misti s much as
those disciples who heard him in prayer, and thagn take the
comfort to myself that Christ prayed for me, andttthat prayer is
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still for me. He prayed not alone for them, but &y "That they all

may be one as thou, Father, art in me, and | ig,ttieat they also
may be one in us; that the world may believe thauithast sent
me." Verse 21. That is the result of receiving 8mrit. It brings

unity. He gave gifts unto men. It was that they miget into the
unity of the faith.

There is a bond of union in the Spirit that bindgether as
nothing else will do. And this prayer of Christ fas, -- for you and
me, was that we might be one, just as he and ttieeFavere one. If
that were so, brethren, there would not be the lea®f bickering,
there would not be the least bit of suspicion alom& another. What
a blessed condition of things that would be thadnmss between
brethren that was between Christ and the Fathey! Wa delighted
to do his Father's will. They were one in thougirig in purpose;
one in act; theirs was the perfection of union.dd&l to Philip, "He
that hath seen me hath seen the Father." Theiacieas were the
same exactly. He manifested the character of God.

Now we are to manifest the character of Christ®isaid to his
disciples:" As the Father hath sent me, even sd kgou," and the
Spirit of Christ the mind of Christ, dwelling in @hhearts of the
believers draws them together and binds them tegeththe bond
of Christian love and fellowship God wants all estgement, all
alienation, all suspicion, all questioning, all kecng, and
everything of that kind to be put aside. That i$ the fruit of the
Spirit; it is the very opposite of it. It is thexdeworking to bring in
strife, to bring in difference; it is the devil wang to bring in
anything and everything that will turn us away frdbhrist, and
what Christ is for us. And anyone, and | say itrgla who allows
himself to be used to speak words of suspicion, d&/opf
estrangement, words of accusation, words of ali@mais simply a
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mouthpiece for the devil. That is just what heAsd it is ever so
much worse for one to do that who has known God tred
pardoning love of Christ. It is worse in; him, atite results are
worse. Let us not do it any more.

Now let us go back a little, because these chafeas a very
close and careful study Chapter 14:16 The firstmpse is," | will
pray the Father, and he shall give you another Gdeif that he
may abide with you forever." Now let us see in thlisdy that the
promise of the Spirit is the promise of Christ heffisthat it is
through the Spirit that' Christ is with us. Rememtat expression
in "Early Writings "to which | call attention agaithat when the
Spirit was given, that is, when Christ breathedHliody Ghost, there
was much love, joy, and peace with it. These aeefthits of the
Spirit Turn with me now to Steps to Christ, 84. &pag of the
disciples after the ascension of Christ and ofrtieinging their
requests in the name of the Father, we read.:--

"And Pentecost brought them the presence of thef@ten, of
whom Christ had said, 'he shall be in you,' Anchbd further said,
It Is expedient for you that | go away; for If | gwt away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but If | departnvll send film
unto you.' Henceforth through the Spirit, Christswi abide
continually in the hearts of his children.”

Let us read Ephesians 3:16, 17. "That he would tgyau,
according to the riches of his glory, to be Straeged with might
by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dvire your hearts
by faith." With that scripture put this thought: kteforth through
the Spirit Christ was to abide continually in theahts of his
children. Their union with him was closer than whba was
personally with them. Have you ever thought thatoifi could have
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lived when Christ was here upon earth it would hbgen a very
easy thing to believe on him? and it would havenb&evonderful
experience if you could have seen right there with; but if we
only receive him through the Spirit the union issgr now than it
was then. The truth is, we do not believe thad 80 and that is the
reason why it is not fulfilled to us. The way tolibee that is to
thank God that it is true, and then we can rejoae

Let us read the next sentence in this Testimoniie"light, and
love, and power of the indwelling Christ shone thmbugh them, so
that men, beholding, marveled." The light, and |oaed power is
the Spirit that is to be given to us. There wasd¢omuch light and
power in it, and also much love, joy, peace. Hesays: "The light,
and love, and power of the indwelling Christ shang through
them." This is true, and the union is to be cldsan when he was
upon the earth. Now is that so in our experiencehd with us
always? We do not have to go to Jerusalem to dee=will come to
the feast. He is at this feast; he is with you@hé and abroad; no
matter where | am, he is with me. Now that is auliéd theory, but
what we want to do in order for it to benefit usto open the door
and let him in, and believe he is there and doedealwith us
continually.

Then his indwelling presence will appear in ouesivWhen he
comes to dwell with us he wants to make use ofsuasiruments of
righteousness. He is not the minister of sin. Evenrd that is
spoken should be a word of Christ; every 'act thaperformed
should be an act of Christ. O, well, then, you sag, are to be
infallible, and that is fanatical, and so | cangotwith you on that
theory. | do not want you to go with me on thatoitye | want you to
go with me on that practice. You just let the Ltake care of that,
and see how nicely he will do it.
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It is a fact, now, that we stand and wait for evdryng to be
explained, when it cannot be explained. It is bttaseless for me to
take time to try to explain these things. "The ratuman receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God," "because tlaeg spiritually
discerned." The only way to learn these thingsyigxXperience, and
that experience comes by believing them before wderstand
them; and the way to understand them is to belibee; it is the
only way that his ever been known. You find a persdo has
known the spiritual life and experience, the bldse&perience of
Christ's dwelling in him, and he is not around agkyou how it can
be so. No. He is around praising the Lord thas iso; it is a great
deal better experience to praise the Lord that ttue. Do not ask
how these things can be so. | cannot understamdbityot try to
understand it; let Christ come in himself.

You will remember that the Tabernacle did not haamy
windows at all, and the covering outside lookectklalmost ugly.
Suppose someone had come along in the wildernessean the
Tabernacle, and said, What a homely, dark objeadt i#) | would
not think the priests would like it. But, when thegnt inside it was
all filled with light and beauty. Come inside, bredn, it is all light,
beauty, joy, glory inside. But, if we stand outsmled look at it, it
does not look that way. Don't stand outside; coms&le. There are
mysteries connected with the indwelling of Christtihe heart that
we shall study to all eternity, and we shall justige God to all
eternity for the wonders of his grace. Yet, sodsaitthis is concerned
it is just as simple us that two and two are fduagcause we enjoy
the experience when we cannot explain it when veenat called
upon to explain it.
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Why, if we were obliged to explain everything whiale enjoy
before we enjoy it, we should never enjoy many ghjnbecause
when we come right down to try to explain to a nmanv it is that
when, he puts bread and grains, fruit and milk, atfier articles in
the mouth, and they become flesh, bone, etc., édamot do it.
When you come to me and say you will not eat agaitl you
understand how that is, it will be very inexpensbaard for you,
brethren, for some time to come. It is the samagthiith the
spiritual. Why should anyone stand outside, anadiseeto receive the
light and power and blessing of Christ dwellinghim, because he
cannot explain that power and cannot answer eviejgcton to it.
Go right on eating, even if you cannot explain gtreng. Christ
dwells within by the Spirit that comes to us.

We can have enough in that one promise that we tipothere,
to make our hearts glad to air eternity. It hasra®eto me as we
have taken up this study, that some of us werdmgalibr something
beyond, without taking the blessings that are rigdite. They are
just as full of light and glory and power as thende, Now, the
Lord wants us to receive his Spirit right, now; \Wmants our hearts
open all the time to receive it. The heart is opeme confession and
repentance of our sins, by a spirit of contritiday, a permanent
sense of unworthiness, and not being lifted up whemives us of
his grace and his power. And we are to receiveS3pieit in that
fullness that we are to rejoice in the Lord all tinee.

"My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the hievdhall hear
thereof, and be glad." "He is my rock, and there ns
unrighteousness in him." | can say that all theetimh anyone asks
me, Have you lived so many years without sin? | kay hold of the
Lord: "He is my rock, and there is no unrighteossnm him." "Be
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strong in the Lord." "Rejoice in the Lord." Everytg is in the Lord.
Let us receive the light and receive everythinthanLord.
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No. 8

| am free to say that | begin to feel seriouslyiang over our
work now. You will remember that we have been stoglythese
things together now for nearly four weeks. And tieey first theme
we considered was what hindered our receiving arswal degree
of the outpouring of the Spirit of God. Very closstimonies were
borne and were heard here and they seemed to malleem
impression upon our minds and hearts. | have sfaltethere is
almost a reaction from that, and that this worknse& move along
rather easy with us now. | want to say for mysealhall not be at all
satisfied if this Conference passes without a greatitpouring of
the Spirit of God than we have experienced yethdlgh |
appreciate very much the blessing that we haveduether, and the
presence of God and his Spirit with us, helpingnusur work, yet |
shall be greatly disappointed if this meeting céosathout a fuller
outpouring of the Spirit of God than we have expeced yet. And |
want that we should take simply and fully the lessthat we are
having now as applied directly to us and to ourdtoon, and get
the most possible benefit from them.

When the Saviour promised the disciples that heladvpray the
Father, and he would send them another Comfortebide with
them forever, the disciples believed that promideey simply took
that promise as a fact and believed it; and whear &fs crucifixion
and resurrection he said to them, as recorded ta Ad, 5: "And,
being assembled together with them, commanded tiatnthey
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for phemise of the
Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. &on druly baptized
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the HGiost not many
days hence," they simply believed that that wasTémy believed
that they were to be baptized with the Holy Ghaostivery few
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days. Again he said to them, "Ye shall receive poafter that the
Holy Ghost has come upon you." They believed tlex; aset that
did not prevent their earnestly seeking it. Daymaflay they most
earnestly sought for the very blessing that haa pgremised them,
and which the Saviour said was only a few days awdgw
remember all the time that the same promise is jogtsas much as
theirs; and in a special sense it seem to me thatia the time to
take this promise: "Ye shall be baptized with thelyHGhost not
many days hence."

We are taught that we ought to be praying justaamestly for
the descent of the Holy Ghost as they did. Now Whent to say is
just this, Are we doing it? That is all. | underslahat God will give
special blessings of his Spirit in an unusual manaed that is what
we are speaking about especially in these lesswtssimply the
usual operations of the Spirit, although that israjht properly
considered; but it is a special thing that we anesaering, and that
Is the promise of the. Spirit in an unusual waglolnot understand
that the Lord proposes to force this blessing upaemgle soul. | do
not understand that he expects to be dictated laswathat blessing
will come in any way. But he has given, and is ngiwing us the
very plainest instruction about it. And what | wish know now
especially is, How many of us are carrying out thetruction? Now
we must not expect the fulfillment of the promisaen we do not
fulfill the conditions of it. The Lord wants thisldssing to come
upon this people now. He has told us what to dorder that it may
come. Now | want to know, How many are doing it7aflis the
simple question. We are told that we ought to puay as earnestly
for the descent of the Holy Ghost as did the dlssipAre we doing
it? We are told that companies ought to be gathered in a special
manner ought to be praying for this blessing, tugpouring of the
Spirit. Are we doing it?
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In spite of the fact that Christ had promised thlisssing, the
disciples prayed ten days continuously. It tookrthedl that time to
get prepared for the blessing. Now if we are pregafor the
outpouring of the Spirit to-night, God wants to @iw to us tonight.
That is so. We are not to try to get the Lord retdgo something
for us that he does not want to do. He is waitimgus to get ready
so that he can do what he wanted to do. Now to nmdnt is a
simple proposition that the Lord desires that gaeple shall receive
a blessing from him. We are not to try to get hamdrable so that
he will give it to us. That is not the object oifsthvork. The object is
simply to learn how to relate ourselves to him kattit will be
possible for him to do that.

You remember that we have had that idea in ouptesthat it is
through God's mercy that he does not pour out pistSThe Spirit
would be to sinners and those who were persistingpposition to
God, just as it was to the Israelites -- a fird thauld consume. God
IS a consuming fire to those who knowingly cherssi, and they
cannot be in the near presence of God. But whebl#ssing of the
Spirit comes in that manner, it is necessary thatsiwould be free
from unrighteousness; for we shall be in a hol\cglas was Moses
at the burning bush, and Joshua with the commawiddre Lord's
hosts, and the disciples with Christ in the Mount.

It has seemed to me that it would help us in thasten to realize
in a special way the idea of the personal presehtlkee Saviour. |
want to feel in my experience that the Saviour ik wine just as he
was with his disciples, and that the question ofsaging him with
the natural eyes does not enter into it at allinhpgy take his
promise that he is with me. Now after he had begin s disciples
In his personal presence, after he had walked th#im, and talked
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with them, and eaten with them, and instructed thema they had
seen his works, -- then they could believe in agia presence.
And when out of sight he was to them, as it weefarther away
than as though he had gone up stairs into an uppen. The idea
that they had a personal, living Saviour was jgsteal to them as
though they had seen him go into an upper chankleehad simply
gone away out of their sight, but the sense of rwawa living
personal Saviour was just as real to them as wleestdod right
beside them and they saw him. The idea that hemt® presence
of God, identified with their humanity; that he wtmsere, in their
behalf, making intercession for them, as theimiietheir counselor,
their advocate, their helper, was just as reahémt as though they
had him walking with him.

Now | want to think about my Saviour in exactly teme way.
| do not want think of him simply as there, | wantthink of him as
being here. | do think of him as here. Not simplwant him, but |
have him. It seems to me that it would help usaix bf these
matters reverently, seriously. | believe it woulal away with any
inclination to a spirit of lightness, chaffiness, anything of the
kind; that spirit of commonness, of jesting, ofijuk | believe that
will all be removed when we realize that we stamthe presence of
Jesus Christ as a living individual Saviour, aneé @ho is with us
all the time. I think it ought to be that way dikttime; not as a task,
but as a delight.

When the Saviour went away, he sent them the peowifithe
Father, as Peter said in his sermon in Acts 2:s'Tleisus hath God
raised up, whereof we are all withesses. Therddenag by the right
hand of God exalted, and having received of thadtahe promise
of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which mow see and
hear." (Verses 32, 33) Now the Saviour is a gresdl dnore
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interested that this work should go on than we ldeewas interested
enough in it to give his life for it, and now lignhe is giving his
whole service to it. "He ever liveth to make inesgsion "for us. Not
only that, but all heaven is interested. | want youake this as a
literal thing. Our Saviour identifies himself withis and all

humanity, and all the hosts of heaven are intemilytiching this

work. They are intently watching you and me to ws&ether we will

sense the situation; whether we will co-operatéhwitem in the

work.

Considering the point to which we have come; --ltve of God
IS made void; a power is taking hold of all of $&taagencies to
oppose this work: apparently Satan and his hosts afout to
triumph, -- it would seem that way, looking atnorn the outward
view. Is God going to allow anything of that kintl®, Satan is not
to triumph. Evil is not to triumph. God will risend show himself
strong in behalf of right and his word. The Creatbheaven and
earth is now being put to a public shame, as itewéfis law is
openly disregarded and trampled upon. His lawkertdby man and
interpreted as against him, and in favor of Satéwo Veads all the
hosts of rebellion; and what in the world is thasen that the Lord
does not rise and show himself strong and put hsmées to
confusion, and justify himself in the face of thauerse? It is going
to be done, and that right early, lest the veryrattar of God be
compromised. But he has been waiting with a wondlelégree of
patience. | cannot understand how he can be wdamings who are
representing his work now in the earth. What iswaating for?
Waiting for us to be willing to give up these thenthat hinder his
work; waiting for us to accept the righteousnes<hbfist; waiting
for us that he may use us in this work.
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Now the solemn thought to my mind is that he istiggt
impatient, and will not wait very much longer foowy and me. |
want you to see that plainly. It is a most solehwught to my mind
in connection with our work, and | cannot get avilpym the idea
that now is a most critical time with us personaltys more so than
we realize. It seems to me that right now we arkimgachoices that
will determine whether we shall go on with this Wwahrough the
loud cry and be translated, or whether we shallideeived by the
devices of Satan and be left out in darkness, hadwork go on
without us. Now it appears to me that that is jubkere we stand. |
have felt that way all through this Conference and say again, |
am extremely anxious over this situation; becaus® time is
passing, and the days go easily one after the.dtiharcertain sense
it is much more critical to us personally than tod& work. Let us
not question about God's work. There is, howevéday@e question
about us individually, and our relation to the work

Now see what the offer is. God offers to becoméngas with
me, and he will be the one who will furnish all tsteength and all
the power if | will submit to him. He will work waterful works
through me. He will magnify his law and carry forngdhis work to
the confusion of his adversaries. | cannot finddsdio express such
a situation, when there is such a hesitancy onpadr;, and we are
told directly by a message from the Lord that hgaiing impatient
in waiting so long. I think it is time for us tod& this situation very
seriously in the face. | do not dictate to anydnd, something must
be done, something different must come to us tl@anclome in this
Conference yet, that is sure.

When the disciples received this outpouring of 8perit after
ten days earnest seeking, by confession of simugbling their
hearts before God, by viewing steadily Jesus Chastd being
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changed into his image, then they had the powethfarwork which
the Saviour had committed to them. You will rememibe lesson
last week, how they went out with power; how mulligs were
converted in a day; how they had power over evilitspand
diseases; they healed the sick and God wrought nvangers right
in the face of opposition, and took them out ospn. Now those
things do not want to be looked at as a sort afyféale, that
interests us simply as entertaining matter. Why?a¥éeto repeat the
very same experience!

Now | want you to take that as something real dedal; not as
something to be talked about as happening way thesrk. | want to
tell you that there are persons right in this hahsé will go through
those very experiences; they will be taken outrefigm by the angel
of the Lord to go and proclaim the message; thdlyheal the sick,
and raise the dead, too. Now that will happen righthis message.
What are we going to do? Are we going to becomeesicand hold
back with certain reserve? No! a thousand times, We must
become just like little children. We must belieyeede things as
simply as a little child believes them. There ifoBno question or
opposition of any kind; but we are to take the ragssin the
simplicity with which God gives it to us.

But you will remember as the work went on, and ewveRaul's
day changes were to come in. He says: "Take hesdfdre unto
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the whicé Hioly Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, whe hath
purchased with his own blood. For | know this, tleter my
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among ymi,sparing the
flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, aqpeg perverse
things, to draw away disciples after them."
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So the apostasy came in, -- the falling away, &editan of sin
was revealed. As that manifestation gained growmdt became of
that large degree of the Spirit that rested up@ndisciples in the
early church? You remember when they went out tagm, the
Spirit fell upon the people while they were preadhi

When Peter went to the Gentiles, and was in thesdoaf
Cornelius, the Holy Ghost fell on them, and in tielga the matter
when called to account, he said, "The Holy Ghdsofethem, as on
us at the beginning." (Acts 11:15) It was a reguolatpouring. Then
they of the circumcision were astonished, as maygane with
Peter, and glorified God because that to the Ganhke had granted
repentance unto life. The Spirit fell on them, -asmpoured out. It
was the gift of the Holy Ghost. The expressionstaeesame; they
received it in its freeness and fulness. And thas w the private
house where Peter had gone to preach to those who gathered
together. Then when they heard that, it fell on Gentiles as on
them at the beginning; that settled the matterabge the Spirit set
his own seal to the work, that it was accepted @d.G

But as this apostasy came in, the power of theitSpagan to
leave them. If you trace that down, you will seavltbe man of sin
was revealed and ruled, and the Spirit seemed almosrely
withdrawn through that terrible period called thark Ages. Then
in the Reformation, in the early part of the sixiecentury, when
men began to turn to God again and to his worceatsof to the
man of sin, there was greater display of the posieBod's Spirit.
But since that time it has been going back agamd, religion is
running into formalism, into ceremonialism, andetriarotestantism
has merged into false Protestantism, which is ngtbut the papacy
under another name; the principle is the same.
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Now at this time God sends forth a message andgmal it
upon us. What is it? Why, it is the righteousnes<brist. Why
does he send this? Because he is preparing a peoglanslation.
Now what will be the condition of that people whe dranslated?
The same as described in Revelation 14:5. "Andheir tmouth was
found no guile: for they are without fault befohe tthrone of God."
This refers to the 144,000 that stood on Mount Zidhey are
without fault; they are blameless; they are just IChrist, -- without
spot or blemish. Now God is at work to prepare appe for that
condition. What will prepare a people that they rhaywithout fault
and unblameable? Righteousness. And nothing elselavit. They
must have the character of Christ. No other charast without
blemish and without fault. So he is sending nowhwspecial
urgency this message. Just have the white raiment A- the
righteousness of Christ.

But what is the connection between that and theauuwtng of
the Spirit. Let me read two or three scripturese 'tdme to his own,
and his own received him not." "But to as manyexeived him, to
them gave he power to become sons of God, eveham that
believed on his name." "Because ye are sons, Gibdskeat forth the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abbaflter."

Now to those that believe him, and receive himthed he is in
them, Christ the hope of glory, Christ formed withso that he
dwells in their hearts, -- he gives the right -tio®@ it is a gift -- to
become sons of God. Now because they are sons &uld $orth
the Spirit of his Son into their hearts. So we ré&ad hereby we
know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit whichhlagh given us." (1
John 3:24) "Hereby know we that we dwell in himddre in us,
because he hath given us of his Spirit." (1 JoABWM:
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Now when we are sons and he gives us the Spiriat whthe
office of the Spirit? "In whom ye also trusted,eafthat ye heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in wih@lso after that
ye believed ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit pbmise."
(Ephesians 1:13) "And grieve not the Holy Spiritddd, whereby
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption." (Chaf180) "Who
hath also sealed us, and given the earnest ofginié i our hearts."
(2 Corinthians 1:22)

Now the Spirit is given as a seal of the work tisatvrought in
us when we accept Christ. On this point let us i@athtians 3:13,
14. "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse ofatwe being made
a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is evemyahat hangeth upon
a tree: That the blessing of Abraham might comeahenGentiles
through Jesus Christ; that we might receive thenme of the Spirit
through faith." There are two things that comehasresult of being
redeemed from the curse of the law through Chkige are to
receive the blessing of Abraham; that is righteessroy faith. Now
we receive that, in order that we may receive tremgse of the
Spirit through faith. And receiving the promisetbé Spirit through
faith, that seals the righteousness which we recdivis a seal of
righteousness. You will at once notice the conoecti

Then the measure of righteousness that we recavéha
measure of the Spirit that we receive. That is wkyare urging you
to accept the righteousness, because the Spilibaihere. Do you
not see? The first thing is righteousness. Thawhy that is the
message now. That is why that is to be preached Ndevare to
have righteousness, and that is the righteousne<shwost. The
Spirit will come with that, because they are linkaght together.
We are to have the blessing of Abraham, that we reagive the
promise of the Spirit through faith. See how it wasChrist's
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experience. "For he whom God hath sent speakethwtirds of

God, for God giveth not the Spirit by measure umta." The idea
seems to be that God did not give it out of a mesmsas though he
gave a little at a time. He wants to pour it right. He would not
stop to measure it, you see.

We have the thought in Hebrews 1:9: "Thou hast dove
righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore Gednehy God, hath
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thipvies." So Peter,
when he' was speaking to the company with CorneBpske of
"How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Hoho&." Why
was it that the Spirit was given him without measwand was not
doled out in small portions, but poured right oahd he was
anointed with the oil of gladness above all hisipens? Because in
him was manifested the character of God; and acuprtb the
measure of his righteousness and the fullness sofighteousness
was the fullness of the Spirit as a seal. Thus @e&l nn John 6:27,
"For him hath God the Father sealed." That is,H&y/full and free
gift of the Spirit.

But God wants a people now prepared to be seaktdud read
on the point:" And after these things | saw fougas standing on
the four corners of the earth, holding the fourdsgiof the earth, that
the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on tea, 10t on any
tree. And | saw another angel ascending from tis, éaving the
seal of the living God; and he cried with a loudceoto the four
angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth gnedsea, Saying,
Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the tridésye have sealed
the servants of our God in their foreheads." Remala/:1-3.

Put right with that the ninth of Ezekiel, where seowho were
sealed escaped the general destruction. But whioheilsealed?
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Those who have the character of God in Christyitflgeousness of
Christ, and only those. That is why the message isrgent now, to
receive the righteousness of Christ. Because dmdge who have
that righteousness will be sealed, and the sedilng is here. It is
time to have these things decided for the sealiackwl'he Spirit is
the seal and it seems to be the agency by whictadile is done.

An illustration: Someone places a piece of papea seal, and
presses down the lever; the paper is taken out lerd is an
impression. Now there is a certain agency that dostswork. After
it is done a certain impression remains. Now thieitSp the agency
in the sealing work. What is the impression thamams? It is the
image of God restored in the soul. Who is that iena God?
Christ. Then it will be Christ in you, the hopegibry. It all comes
right back to that. And the work of the Spirit esgrepare us for, and
iImpress that image upon us. On this point | wildea few words
from the REVIEW of Nov. 1, 1892:--

"As the wax takes the impression of the seal, gosthul is to
take the impression of the Spirit of God and reth@m moral Image
of Christ."

But we have always been told that the Sabbatreisd¢ial. Now |
just want to indicate a line of study for you. | &t going to bring
it out. | have not the time. But | desire to hawelstudy it, and will
suggest it in this way: You will remember in outktsome time
since about the Sabbath, we tried to show thatenSabbath, from
every standpoint and on every side, Christ appedatdudist the
creator; Christ the one who makes holy; Christdhectifier; Christ
the one who blesses us and in whom we are bledgkedne can
really and truly keep the Sabbath in whom Christsdaot dwell;
and the Sabbath is the seal in so far as Chnistizgnized in it. Just
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that far and no farther. It will not seal anyonely to observe the
Sabbath in a formal way, as an outward ceremony.

To keep Saturday does not seal anyone any moretthkeep
Sunday or Monday, in that sense; but only in s@afaChrist is seen
in the Sabbath is the Sabbath a seal. But thet $pitthe agency by
which we are transformed by the renewing of ourdsjrthat Christ
may be formed within. Now when the Sabbath is recayl as the
institution of Christ, and that Christ is the veegsence of the
Sabbath, do you not see that when the Sabbatopepy and really
kept in the spirit of it, that it is when Christ received in his
fullness. That is to say, you cannot keep the Sabmathout
receiving the righteousness of Christ. The factym) cannot do
anything without receiving it. You may view it owverxy side, but'’
you will come back to that one point where evermyghcenters, that
you must have the righteousness of Christ; you mase Christ
dwelling in you.

You see from that what a field of study there isus. | wish we
might enter upon it, for we are to make it cleathte world that the
righteousness of Christ and the Sabbath are inselgarGod wants
to seal a people for the kingdom: but the people ate sealed for
this kingdom and who are ready for translation, traes those in
whom Christ dwells; must be those that receive ribhteousness
and the character of Christ. But when we receieeriphteousness
of Christ in its fullness, just as God wants usdceeive it, right with
that comes the fullness of the Spirit, and therdthésoutpouring of
the Spirit. Now, it is of no use whatever for usptay and pray for
the outpouring of the Spirit apart from the rightspess and
character of Christ. Think how this matter has dtbere for three or
four years, and what we have been doing all thietiGod wanted
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to pour out his Spirit on his people years ago;weatcannot help
that now: do not add another day to that time.

What can | say about this matter? Here we are hegefhese
things are just as plain as A, B, C, that righteess is the gift of
God; that all in the world he asks us to do is @it to the
receiving of it, to open the door. How? By confessiand
repentance, by closing every door to Satan, andingehe door
wide to Christ, and accepting him in simplicity. Woit does not
make any difference about our age or our standimgther we are
ministers or not; whether we are licentiates or @ are all on the
same level. You and | are to receive this in thmesavay, just as
little children, and just thank God for it all thiene, and rejoice in it
all the time.

What | want to get at is, What hinders it now? \Whatare after
Is the righteousness of Christ. When we receive ith#s fullness,
the Spirit comes with it. We shall not have to reeethe
righteousness of Christ in its fullness and theonage for the Spirit.
We are to receive Christ in his fullness, and litcalmes together.
Now, do you know any reason why we should not kisowething
about that to-night? | have been thinking abowoitnewhat in this
way; If we were just to stop all questioning aboné another, about
Brother A. and Brother B., and whether he has decejit or
opposed it, and stop hunting around, and sit rigivtn here in the
simplicity of it just as a child, so glad to knohat it is so, we could
take it.

Suppose there were persons here to-night who haar eard
anything about it at all: | should count it a pliage to go before an
audience that had never heard anything about d,sa#ndown and
tell them in the simplest way that Christ had coneee, and had
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made provision that he would give them his charactand
righteousness, and spirit, with all his power aoee| and that they
could have it, if they wanted it, by just receivinglt seems to me
that it would be a pleasure to be before such psradio had never
heard about it in all their lives: and | can imagthe light and joy
and peace that would come to their countenances|, @mn imagine
them saying: "Isn't that good? "I will take thabw" Brethren,
what is to hinder us from accepting it now in thay? Nothing.
Then let us praise the Lord and say, | have it now.

Why is it that we come together as ministers, athiben and
sisters in the Lord, and in some way, -- | do noaw exactly how, -
- place ourselves somewhere out of reach of it Rdfhaps we are
expecting someone to come along with a mighty fcand say,
Receive this. It will never be done in that wayt us take it right
now. Let us make such a submission to God as we haver made
before; in a practical way as we never have dorferbelet us
make a submission that includes all that we haveyery way. Let
us submit all that we know about and all that wandbknow about;
all of our friends and all of our relatives, ouloperty, our hopes,
our life, everything and say: Now Lord, you takealit Take me just
as | am. Come brethren, let us go together. Witdiedo that?

No language can describe the earnest desire oftGhbridwell
within everyone of us; to cleanse us fully from;dio deliver us
fully from the power of sin and the devil, and tmd our hearts
close to his every moment of the time. That ishallwants to do.
Can we not in some way get right down to that amat?l Just drop
helpless at the feet of Christ and say, Now, Ldwmeke | am, and
everything that pertains to me; you do with me pstyou please; it
will be a blessed privilege that will be confertgabn me if I can go
anywhere or do anything with you. Then there willt ibe any
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trouble as to how and where we labor. There witlb®any trouble
if one brother is put before another, and receivese attention;
there will not be any trouble at all. There willtree any trouble if
one is promoted; but we shall rejoice that he mmted. We are
not to esteem ourselves better than others.

Let us get right down to the simplicity of thisrigi You will
remember that our attention was called last nighthts latter rain
and to this loud cry. This is the message, -- ighteousness of
Christ, -- and it all comes from heaven. We finthino other place.
We are to receive it by opening our hearts to d aaying, Lord,
give it to me in your own way. And this means seeviThis means
that we are to go out and carry the message; amitl lhe a glorious
service. The servants of God under this messadegwibut with
faces lighted up with a holy joy and holy consaoratl want to see
these brethren go out in that way; | want to see faaces lighted up
as did that of Stephen when he was in the couhledt is what God
wants to do for us. And as we go out there canibeane statement
made of us and that is, They have been with J&ha.is the way
the Lord wants it to be, and we should be gladhef pirivilege of
having it that way. And the Lord wants it to betthvany now. What
do you say? Let it be so

But here is the instruction. He has promised thlesding, and he
wants to give it to us. His disciples prayed eaipasn days for it
continuously, with confession of sin, repentanoeking to Christ
all the time. Now why should we not get it in theme way? We
only have about ten days left in the Conferencewy Moethren, isn't
it time to begin on that very thing? Are not thélsimgs all clear to
every mind, what righteousness is, and what thel lvegints to do
for us at this Conference? Are we not now within tays of the
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time, and ought we not to seek the Lord as we nbage sought
him before?

Let me read one more scripture: "Sow to yourselues
righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fatipound: for it is
time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain rigliEness upon
you." (Hosea 10:12)

| wish to leave this with you, and to repeat it 0@md over
again. "It is time to seek the Lord till he coma& aain righteousness
upon you" When he rains righteousness, you neetiana any fear
about the outpouring of the Spirit. It is therecdimes with the same
shower. It is time to seek the Lord until he raighteousness.
Brethren, let us do that very thing.
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No. 9

Four weeks ago this evening we began this speeiass of
lessons on the promise of the Spirit; and if yocaleit, among the
very first things studied was that we wanted torieahat stood in
the way of receiving the Spirit, because when ¢ learned and
that difficulty removed, and the Spirit came ingtlspirit itself
would teach us more about itself in a very shonetthan we could
learn as a matter of theory in an indefinite tirklde have been
trying to work on that line, not only in this segief lessons, but in
every lesson that has been given; and | thougbbimne measure we
were learning just a little what that meant lasti&y night.

Now is it not so, that everyone whose heart wasegdhen to
receive the Spirit learned more about what theahatork of the
Spirit is, so that he knew himself what that wasj ashen anyone
speaks about it he knows what it means, in a @iffeway than he
ever knew before? That is so, isn't it? Yes. \What is just the
starting point; that is the beginning of it. Buaths simply in the
line on which we have been working, that the waghhibe cleared
so that the Spirit itself might come and tell usabitself, that we
might know from our own experience what the moviafthe Spirit
are, and what the Spirit does when it comes tolusm more
thankful than | can tell, that it is the beginnitayteach us about
these things itself.

| thought we could perhaps profitably consider thigning
something that the Scriptures speak of, and putrihlat beside the
experience that God has given us already, and is wlay be
prepared to recognize the work of the Spirit. Is@seasy for us to
get wrong ideas about these things, and in thatwepurselves be
deceived about it. | have thought that some woakkha wrong idea
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about what is meant when we say that we must db fiothe power
of the Spirit, and that we must have power whengadorth. | do

not understand that to mean that we are to come herbe

consciously loaded up, so that when we go fromlase we have
a certain feeling of a conscious power in our owlvess that has
been given to us, and that we have it, and canytht us, and can
handle it, as it were, and measure it, and look, a&nd. when we
need it take it out and use it. "All power is givemo me in heaven
and in earth. Go ye therefore. ... Lo, | am witliyo

The power is in Christ, not in us, and the havimg power is the
personal presence of Christ in us; and that doesawessarily mean
in the sense of a thrill of power in us all the ginbut it means an
abiding faith that Christ is in us. And then where wo out, no
matter what the difficulties are, we are not apmmhlby them;
because of the conscious faith that Christ is wghand he is all
powerful. Well, when he is with us in the fullnesfshis power, our
faith grasps him continually. It is not a questiof feeling the
power, it is a question of knowing the power; aihde take counsel
with our feelings when difficulties arise, we widertainly be
overthrown. It is not a question of our feelingspbour power; it is
a question that he abides in our hearts by faittl,lee is the power.

| will read you the following very familiar scripte:--

"Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expedi@ntyou that | go
away; for if | go not away, the Comforter will nobme unto you;
but if | depart, | will send him unto you. And whée is come, he
will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousneasd of judgment:
Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righdeeds, because |
go unto my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgnbecause
the prince of this world is judged. | have yet mamygs to say unto
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you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit whentlne,Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into all trutlmrthe shall not speak
of himself: but whatsoever he shall hear, thatldalspeak: and he
will show you things to come. He shall glorify mir he shall
receive of mine, and shall show it unto you." (Jabr7-14)

Notice how positively the work of the Spirit is &d. The Spirit
iIs to do a certain work, and what it is to do isanpositive,
unwavering manner; and just as here it is statetindily and
positively what he will do, it is just as true thédae one who is
imbued with the Spirit will also bear the positivanwavering
testimony. It is as true when the Spirit works nibvough the one
who gives the testimony as in that case.

How many are the statements and admonitions that bame
of late with reference to giving the positive, esgntestimony; it is
not now time to hesitate, to question, but the tuai@n is to give the
trumpet a certain sound. If one does not give tampet a certain
sound, who will prepare himself for the battleslttime that the
positive, earnest testimony be given in a positeanest manner.
Those who go out with the message are to know Wiegatmessage
Is, and then they are to carry it as though thexewed the message
with all their souls, and put their whole life rigimto it. If there is
any mental reservation, or anything of that kiridyill be a death-
trap to them, as well as to others. There is nerotlay now than to
be positive in the work of God as never beforevdfhave ever been
wavering or hesitating, it is time for that to bet mway. But that
does not mean for us to be defiant. It is a veeyy\different thing
to go forth and declare the message of God withtipesess,
without wavering, and going out in a defiant spiRemember that
Christ never showed that defiant spirit in all t#achings.

124



Now we see what the positive testimony of the Catafowill
do. He will convince the world of sin, and of rigbtisness, and of
judgment. He will convince of sin in our own heardasad he will
show to us more and more God's idea of sin, notdaar of sin. You
know there is a very wide difference. The Spiritaconvince us of
God's idea and God's view, of what sin is.

| notice that many here have from time to time dske Lord to
show them themselves just as he saw them; ancdpbseghat is one
petition that the Lord saw best not to grant usd Amlon't believe
we ought to ask him to do it. Now you see whatdffect is apt to
be when he begins to show us ourselves; we begjuastion right
off whether the Lord loves us or not, and whetherltord can save
us or not, and whether the Lord can take anyorsic a character
as that and fit him for his kingdom; | had no idé¢any character.

Well, the Lord probably has not begun to show use&lues as
he sees us; | do not suppose we have any ideayaraamception at
all, of the way we look in God's sight; if we haddsuppose we
would wonder more and more that he ever thoughtdudd make
anything out of us fit for his kingdom. But let himave his own way
about that, and do it in his own way, and in hisnawne. Just let
him do that as he thinks best. He wants that welldhoe fitted for
his kingdom; he wants that everything that is unl&hrist shall be
removed from us; and he will take the very best wago it, if we
will just let him.

Now, how is it that we are convinced of sin ourvesP It is
when we see Jesus Christ. There is nothing aboubyiwhich
looking at sin convinces us of the enormity of siwe are not
convinced about it in that way. We are convincethefcharacter of
sin, and the enormity of sin, when we look at reghtsness -- just
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the opposite. It is by the contrast between sinragiteousness that
we get an idea of what sin is. Sin cannot be erpliif it could be

explained, there would be excuse for it. It cartmeiexplained. The
way to tell about it, as to what it is, is to canfdate the character
of Jesus Christ -- the righteousness of JesustChris

God's Spirit is to convince us in respect of siseneral ways. It
does not stop by convincing us of the enormity iof Slow the
Spirit of God convinces us of sin; and Satan bripgst sins to us.
God's Spirit never brings up a sin to us, and go®s us in respect
of that sin, when once it has been heartily comf@ssnd forgiven;
but the devil never brings up any other kind. Wisathe purpose
that God has in bringing up sin to us? It is thanay forgive it and
remove it from us. That is so. So the Spirit is @wmforter all the
time; it is the Comforter that convinces us in exgyof sin.

But when that is done, and the sin is forgivenntivhat? Then
the devil takes hold of that case; then he begirislt us about that
sin, and he says, What a sinner you are. He dicdgaypthat before.
Didn't he know it before? Why certainly. But he didt want us to
know it. He did not want us to think anything abautHis very
purpose is to keep us right there. Now God's pwp®so bring us
out of that condition, and he wants us to co-ogewath him in that
work -- that is always the case in any work he degls us and for
us -- God says, See that sin, | want to take ityaWe say, That is
so, | see that sin; take it. He wants to takent @e give it to him,
and he takes it and puts it as far from us asakeis from the west;
he put it behind his back; he puts it into the bepif the sea. Then
the devil says, Look at that sin, do you see thé Blow what are
we going to say? [Congregation: "No."] He says, 'Dgou see it
right there? Well, if you will always say "no," atitat it is not there,
he will not catch you on that point. But he says, It you see that
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sin? Then perhaps you say, Where? He says, Rigre th front of
you, do n't you see it? Well, | thought that sinl lb@en taken away.
Well, do n't you see it is not? Well, | declarevds taught to believe
that the Lord would take away my sins. Well, dyoiti see he has
not.

Now, every time you answer him back you begin tsithée
more and more, and pretty soon you think the shigl# there, and
you will agree with him; and then what? Then thatis present;
just so fur as your experience is concerned, nigist there; is that
not so? What does he bring it up for? Because hdsata try and
convince you and me that the Lord does not forgivend he starts
right in on that same old line that he did at filthat was it he
said? Cannot you eat of the fruit in tins gardeh® &nswer was,
We can eat of every fruit in the garden but tha¢ tree; we cannot
touch that. Why not? Because if we do we will dimw do you
know you will die? God said so. That is not so. &kadws that the
day you eat thereof you will become as gods, ammivkgood and
evil. Well, | guess that is so.

You will remember the instructions how we can ratong the
voice of the true Shepherd; and if it is not the@terd's voice we
know whose voice it is talking that way. We have #uthority of
the Scripture to say to him every day and evenhtnignd every
hour of the day and night, You are a liar. [Congten: "Amen."]
That is not very polite language, but it is my ddnobpinion that he
does not deserve any great courtesy when he camaes in that
way. | do not think we want to treat him so wehtine will want to
stay around. | should say, get up and call hinag &nd say to him,
"Get out of here." Now we have a promise that hié ga out, -- if
we resist the devil he will flee from us. Now Iltgbu that the devil
himself really feels that every soul who graspswiioed of God, and
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has faith in Jesus Christ, can hurl anything anengliing at him,

and he will be perfectly helpless. You rememberloed that we

read here yesterday, where it says the devil |ladkthe saints of
God who are taking hold of this truth in this wasyan impregnable
fortress, and it is incomprehensible to him. Tsajust the way the
Lord wants it to be. The Lord does not want hiddrken to be down
all the time, to be overcome by Satan; he wantsnthe be

victorious all the time. [Congregation: "Amen."] Arvictory now

does not consist of a flight of feeling; victorynsists in the faith
that grasps the victory all the time, no matter thbeit be darkness
or light; no matter what it is. In spite of evemyt, it says, Victory,

Victory; Thanks be unto God which always causetkousiumph in

Christ. Then we are not to take counsel of oth@esare not to take
counsel of our friends; we are to take counsel @hlZhrist Jesus.
He has the power and he wants each his of childrdxe victorious

all time.

The Spirit convinces us of sin as a Comforter; ahde it will
perhaps give us views of sin -- just so far as meeadle to bear -- it
does not stop there. The devil shows us thesegHorghe purpose
of discouraging us and holding us in sin; but theiSof God shows
us these things for the purpose of bringing us Aat so it brings
words of comfort, words of life, words of cheerhigwvith the sin.
Now those who know what it is to be reproved by Spérit of God
in a special way and to accept that reproof anddyie it have
known some of the most comforting experiences eirtlves right
in that. We say we can hardly understand how thatle; but it is
s0. The Spirit that convinces of sin is the Congort

But while the Spirit convinces us in respect of amd that we
have need to be relieved of sin; it also convinassin just as
positive a manner, if we will accept the same mestly, of the
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forgiveness of sin; just as positive that the sas been forgiven as
that it was there in the first place. And we wamstep right along

with this instruction of the Spirit, so that whedrconvinces us with

respect of sin that we are sinful, we are to knowtle same

convincing power that God forgives those sins.\##tgn he says to
us, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and jusforgive us our

sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousn@as dre to be just as
sure of that as we were sure that we were sinful.

That is where many in their practical experienc& tender a
cloud all the time. They are perfectly willing tackamowledge that
the Spirit speaks to them when it reproves thesiroaind tells them
they are sinners. But when the Spirit brings alse tord of
forgiveness, they hesitate and question, and douét that. You
know many persons who have had the same experiéffoen you
have gone out to labor you have found those whoe Hagen
professed Christians for years and years, and \aue lworked
perhaps half an hour to get them, to say positiaglg plainly, just
the simple statement, | know that my sins are fagi Why, you
know how that, is without referring to some casé®re you have
labored, don't you? [Voices: Yes.]

We used to think it was presumption to say we kioew sins
were forgiven. It was all right to say we knew were/sinners. The
Lord was right when he told us that but when hd td that he had
forgiven the sin and that we were made righteoushkeypower of
his word speaking righteousness to us, then wetddubat, and we
thought it was presumption to say that. Well, Gad heen teaching
us that all that he says to us is true, and thaarego say Amen to
what he says and take it just as he says it fadhatlhe says.
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That is what he wants us to do. He will take caréis truth.
When we just stick to what the Word of God say®rehis no
trouble. If you cannot explain it, do not try topdain it. Keep saying
over what ho says. You cannot go wrong then. If ylm not
understand it, and cannot see light in it, you kagpt on saying
what he says.

| was troubled over that for some time. | did naetreadto say
anything else than what he says, and because nai#&now what
there was in it | was very careful to use exadtly words that he
used, for | feared if | should use any other langua different
meaning than the right one would be given to ihdiped me just to
believe the very words, and so | kept on sayingnthgeing careful
not to turn them or twist them in the least, arntéra while | began
to see what they meant. And the experience of thasds came to
my life and | began to be more and more thankfutliem, although
| could not understand what | was saying when aphned them. It is
safe always to say just what the Lord says.

He will convince of sin, and then convince thatttisan is
forgiven. You will remember when the apostles weut to preach,
and the Spirit came down upon them. You know whsitrgple story
they told, -- about Jesus and him crucified, ang bwe Lord raised
him up from the dead, and thus the Scriptures \idfided in him.
Right after that they were convicted of sin. Whaaswit that
convicted them? That story has been told thousandsthousands
of times since in every land, sometimes with appdyeno effect,
and sometimes with much of the same effect asattitme. What
was it that gave the effect, that convicted thensio® so that they
said, "What shall we do?" It was the Spirit conwvigtthem of sin.
"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be bapg@zedyone of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remissibsims, and ye
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shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." (Act82) And there were
three thousand that received the further conviabiomnghteousness.

Now notice, Peter told them of circumstances wii# outward
nature of which they were perfectly familiar. It sv@o news in
Jerusalem to tell them that Christ had been cedifi The
circumstances were perfectly familiar to them. Bwas the Spirit
that brought this thing before their minds in suchkvay that they
saw what they had done when they crucified JesuistCihe Spirit
knows these things. "For what man knoweth the #iofja man,
save the spirit of man which is in him, even so ttmags of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God." You let dreetelling that
simple story, and it may be that it means a gresl anore to
someone who hears it than to the one who tellsig.very possible
for that to be so. The Spirit works with the oneowtears, and
presents to him the real picture. The words draavatttention of the
mind to a certain line of thought, but it is ther@ghat repeats that
in its fullness to the mind, and when it does thdh the power of
the Spirit, and the real picture is presented; tbal Christ is
presented the real righteousness of Christ is ptedethen comes
with it the conviction of how far we are differeindm that.

Sin is the transgression of the law. Sin is thengadlifferent
from God; being out of harmony with him. Now whdmetreal
picture of Christ is presented, and the Spiritriimtets the character
of Christ, there comes a perfectly overwhelmingsoiousness of
how different we are from that, and along withstawakened the
desire to be like that. You see the Spirit is motliscourage us by
showing us the difference, and to encourage inhearts the desire
to be like Christ, to have the same character.
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So the Spirit convinces us of win. But it convincaes of
righteousness. That is, as already brought outSfhat gives us a
true idea of righteousness. Whose righteousnesg8t€hto be sure,
Now the Spirit convinces in respect of sin, "beeatiney believe not
on me." "Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for h#l shge his people
from their sins." "There is none other name undeavien given
among men, whereby we must be saved." "As manyeesived
him, to them gave he power to become sons of Geeh € them
that believe on his name." It was through faitthis name that the
lame man was healed. It is through faith in his eahmat we are
healed. And it is the only escape from sin, andgsé¢haevho do not
believe on Christ are still in their sins. It doast make any
difference about the profession. It is a questibactual experience.

No one can know God except the one to whom the Son
revealeth him. Now if Christ is rejected, therenasschannel through
which God can be revealed to the man, and so alviieknow
about God will be his own idea of God. And the gstiheathen that
makes a wooden image, sets it up as his idea of &@wllworships
it, iIs no more an idolater than is the most highbucated and
civilized man in the world who tries to worship adshe does not
know, except by the mental image he has set ugsimimd. There
Is no difference in the principle of it. It is onby seeing Christ that
God can be revealed to anyone. "No man knowetlstre but the
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, sav&tm, and he to
whomsoever the Son will reveal him." Matthew 11:Z3od is
revealed to the world in Jesus Christ, and whemsJé&zhrist is
refused, and rejected, there is no way that a rmanearn God and
what he is.

Now he convinces us of the righteousness of Go@hnst, --
the righteousness of Christ. And he convinces @ that is a

132



wonderfully desirable thing to have, and then hesgon and says
that we can have it, and from that he convincethaswe have it, if
we follow him. He proves to us that the righteossnef Christ, --
the character of God in Christ, -- is wonderfullyractive. And he
will convince us that there was never any othenteagusness; that
there can never be any other righteousness. Thay awes all
thought of our own righteousness. We have no ragldress! The
very contrast you see between his righteousnessansdconvinces
us that ours is all wrong. What a contrast betwdet garment
woven in the loom of heaven, in which there isaagingle thread of
human invention, and our garments! We see right tb#t our
garments are nothing but filthy rags, -- nothingeel That is
righteousness; it is the only righteousness;thésrighteousness that
we must have.

But he says he will convince of righteousness, &dbse | go
unto the Father, and ye see me no more." When tGhas here in
this world he was interpreting to the world thehtepusness of God.

Now you see at once that the righteousness of Gadbt a
theory. It is a living experience, and he was presg to the world
in himself the righteousness of God; he was in&gnpg to the world
what the righteousness of God is. Nothing can sépathe
righteousness from the life. Righteousness is ribieary that is to
be held separate from the life. The righteousné<saal in Christ
was the life of Christ. But he has gone away. Heashere before
the world presenting the righteousness of God rs@e but he says
that when he goes he will send the Comforter tdahdd work. He
will send the Spirit that will still interpret theharacter of God;
because the Spirit brings the personal presenc€hoft just as
before. He will manifest himself to us as he doestn the world,
and the personal presence of Christ by the Spititsivow us the
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righteousness of God just the same. The differemae our favor;
because the union is closer than when he was Ehg@resent
with his disciples.

Then he was to convince of judgment, because theeof this
world is judged. [Here a lady in the audience ais@ said that she
praised the Lord because he convinced her of mgisteess; to
which the speaker replied: "He does convince yougbhiteousness?
Praise the Lord. | hope he is convincing many Iseanf
righteousness right here."]

| will read on this point of judgment: "For God $emt his Son
into this world to condemn the world; but that thwerld through
him might be saved. He that believeth on him is cmtdemned."
Now what is the proof as to whether we are condeharenot? He
that believeth on him is not condemned. That istwiha Lord says
to us. "He that believeth not is condemned alreddgause he hath
not believed in the name of the only begotten Sdaam; and this is
the condemnation, that light is come into the woadd men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds wei." (John
3:17-19)

On this point also read further: "I am come a lighto the
world, that whosoever believeth on me should naleabn darkness.
And if any man hear my words, and believe notdige him not; for
| came not to judge the world, but to save the woHe that
rejecteth me, and receiveth not my word, hath daéjudgeth him;
the word that 1 have spoken, the same shall judgeirh the last
day. (John 12:46-48) The word "judge" used herhassame word
as used in the third chapter "condemn," and instki@enth chapter
as "judgment,” and "judge."
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It is utterly impossible for me, and | have beemking about
this scripture for years, to see a half or a quartevhat is in it. But
some thoughts that have come to me on this questibn
condemnation have helped me, and | will give thenydu if they
may possibly aid you in the study of the subject.

He will convince you concerning condemnation. Nolke t
purpose of the Spirit in revealing sin to us, andrevealing the
righteousness of God to us is not to bring condé¢immaipon us,
but to save us from condemnation. The purpose ts Inavill
convince you that you are a sinner, and then caevyou that you
are condemned. No, the work of the Spirit is tovioce us that that
condemnation has been taken away. Sin means déétkerefore as
by one man sin entered into the world, and deatsilbynd so death
passed upon all men." (Romans 5:12) As though nmgenavere
written on this page, and right opposite is my @mndation. The
very deeds that | do are my condemnation; my lige my
condemnation. Now | accept Jesus Christ and higgaysness by
faith. By faith | say, All that is wiped out. Byita | say The life of
Chist: write that in place of it; for there is nondemnation in him.
Now the Spirit convinces me that that condemnaigotaken away;
that the sentence stands no more; and that my rsaemtered in the
book of the life of the Lamb.

| notice that it says, He convinces of judgmenta@ndemnation,
because, "The prince of this world is judged." Theised version
says, "hath been judged."” On this point let me rédebus answered
and said, This voice came not because of me, uydor sakes.
Now is the judgment of this world: now shall thanpe of this
world be cast out. And |, if | be lifted up frometrearth, will draw
all men unto me. This he said, signifying what tdda should die."
(John 12:30-33)
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Now you see that the judgment of this world and ¢hsting
forth of Satan are connected with the death on ¢hess.
"Forasmuch then as the children are partakerseshfand blood, he
also himself likewise took part of the same; thabtigh death he
might destroy him that had the power of death, ifyahe devil, and
deliver them who through fear of death were allirtHdetime
subject to bondage." (Hebrews 2:14, 15) The thoughhat the
death of Christ on the cross is what takes awaycondemnation,
and seals the condemnation of Satan. Now the twot wa go
together; it takes away our condemnation, but never fixes the
condemnation of Satan, Satan knew that. And diddtenake every
effort possible to defeat it? To prevent it, yowe,seould have a
double meaning for him. It meant preventing oumgesaved, and
preventing his death being eternal.

Now the Spirit convinces us concerning condemnati@cause
the prince of this world hath been judged or conukesn What was
it that condemned the prince of this world and ¥eresealed his
case?

It was the death of Christ. What is it that takesaw our
condemnation, and gives us life, and peace, and jdye same
death of Christ. The cross estimates what sinnd;san can only be
understood in the light of the cross. The crossnesés the value of
eternal life, and eternal life can only be propeajypreciated and
valued in the light of the cross of Jesus Christerthing gathers
right there, in Christ and him crucified. So Paaidshe was to know
nothing but Jesus Christ and him crucified.

Notice this thought. When Christ was on the crtdssy reviled
him. Then they said, If thou be the Son of God, ealown from the
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cross; ... he saved others, himself he cannot 's&iet, that very
moment of his deepest humiliation, was the houmisf greatest
victory. It was then he made sure our escape frondemnation.
Looking at it in another way, It was then that beedd both himself
and us. They reviled him, saying that he couldhagisave himself
nor others. But in his refusing to listen to thewilings and come
down from the cross, he saved both himself and us.

It is a wonderful thought to me that after Chriatlicome here
to this earth and taken on him our nature, theputenimself right
where we are. The only way back to heaven for Uwyig/ay of the
cross. The only way back to heaven for him washeyway of the
cross. Then comes in that wondrous thought thathwiee was in
heaven and was sure of all heaven, and we weranmasstieserved to
be lost, he put himself where he himself riskedltiss of heaven, in
order that he might share heaven with you and rhat iE the love
of God in Jesus Christ.

Now the Spirit comes and convinces of sin; it coges of
righteousness; and then it convinces that the cundBon has
passed away, and witnesses that we are the s@wsdofNow, | say,
let us welcome such an offer from God as that. dpsh wide the
heart and let it come in. Just let. it. And letanvince of sin; for
when the Comforter convinces of sin there is comfort. There is
a purpose in it. It is a very different thing whigne devil convinces
of sin. Let the Spirit come in and convince usustjwhat we need
to be convinced of. But do not forget that whiledanvinces of sin,
the same Spirit convinces of righteousness, andt e
righteousness of Christ. And it convinces us inpees of
condemnation; that the condemnation of sin; andrSat fixed; that
our release from condemnation is complete. Thercamethank God
for the Spirit.
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No. 10

There are a few more thoughts to which | will galr attention
in the scripture that was read last evening, thenwill pass to
another part of the subject.

"l have yet many things to say unto you, but yencarbear
them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth,c@mme, he will
guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak lomself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speakhanalill shew you
things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shate&ive of mine,
and shall shew it unto you." (John 16:12, 13, 14)

The Saviour said that he had other things that &weted to tell
them about, and he would not hesitate from doinghile he was
present with them, but they could not bear themd, that they were
not where they could properly consider the matte¢hat time. The
promise was that the spirit of truth would comehe Spirit of truth,
-- the spirit of truth. That means to my mind thidie Spirit that
discerns truth because it is the truth.

There is a great difference between that, and mgaai long
argument on one side and the other, and weighiagdhsons for
and against, and finally deciding that the balamicargument is in
favor of this view, or this thought, or this doati therefore | accept
that as truth. It is that Spirit that decides thdkhing is truth because
it is truth. It is that Spirit which does not haweehear any other side,
-- that recognizes truth as truth, and error asretrecause of the
presence of the Spirit of truth.

That Spirit is greatly needed just at this timegdaese there will
be every wind of doctrine blowing, every effort meai bring in --
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not in an open way, but in an underhanded way, \wag that we
shall not recognize of our own wisdom -- principlémt really
involve the whole question. They will, of course brought up in
some way so as to deceive if possible. No one vasoamy wisdom
sufficient to lead him to try to deceive, would meake deception so
plain that everyone would recognize it as a deoaptout the effort
will be made to bring it in as the truth, and toak it under the
garment of truth, and yet, putting it in such a wast it will involve
the whole question, and bring us to compromise ertior without
our knowing it.

The Spirit of truth is necessary, to prevent tkatr wisdom and
our discernment and our perception, when we atgdeburselves,
without the special enlightening influence of thar®, will not be
sufficient to guard us against the specious devibas Satan will
bring into this work at this time. Now comes thesis; now comes
the time when every effort will be made to misletiddeceive, and
to cover up the truth, to keep it from the peophel & turn them
away from it. And so the effort will be made, whiale in all our
wisdom will be unable to perceive. | cannot telluybow it will
come. You do not know how it will come; but it wdrobably come
from a quarter least expected. When we are watchimg point,
thinking perhaps there is where the deception @athe from, that
that is the channel through which it will be masté, it will come
in some other way. It will take more wisdom and endiscernment
than we possess to perceive the way from whichllicame, and be
ready to recognize it as soon as it comes. We tlavant a principle
of error to come in, in a suspicious way, to leadoff from the
principles of truth and righteousness, the way agstfor the
ransomed of the Lord to walk in.
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But he will lead us, he will guide us, he will diteus in the way
of all truth. "He shall not speak of himself." Gitrdid not speak of
himself; he spoke the words that the Father gawe Tihe Spirit did
not speak of himself, "but whatsoever he shall hdaat shall he
speak: and he will shew you things to come. Hel gjiadify me: for
he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unta.yoChrist
glorified the Father when he was here, and in ¢le\fing chapter,
he says, "l have glorified thee on the earth: lehfamished the work
that thou gavest me to do." We might read it: lenglorified thee
on the earth by finishing the work thou gavest meld. What was
he given to do? His work was to represent God ¢owtbrid in the
flesh, to interpret to the world the character afdGHe came into
the world to do that, to make plain to the world tharacter of God.
It was to glorify the Father. So we read:. "Heresnmy Father
glorified that ye bear much fruit." (John 15:8)

We are to be filled with the fruits of righteousseasghich are by
Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of Godt Wiaglorify him
through our instrumentality just as Christ glowfi@im when he,
was here.

The Spirit is to glorify Christ. That is, he istteveal Christ to us
and in us. He is to bring to us the presence ofs€Chnd what he
really is; to enlighten our minds as to the truarelster of Christ,
and then to reveal that character in us. Thatglaltify Christ. That
will interpret Christ to the world. Then when thpil® comes in its
fullness, do you not see that Christ will be gledf and magnified
as never before? That Christ will be the topic, iSthwill be the
thought, his righteousness will be everywhere? @me will
occupy every mind, How we can best represent Clamgt his
righteousness.
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Allow me to read a few words on this point: "He Isludorify
me." This is life eternal that they might know thedhe only true
God, and Christ whom he has sent! The Holy Spilatifies God by
so revealing his character to his people that lsernes the object of
supreme affection. They see clearly that there waser any
righteousness in the world but his, -- no exceleincthe world but
that derived from him. When the Spirit was poured fsom on
high, the church was filled with light, but Chrisas the source of
that light. His name was on every tongue, his liled every heart.
So it will be when the angel that comes down frasmaven having
great power shall "lighten the earth with his glbry

Now we want to take that as an actual experienaieisto come
now. We do not want to consider this as a quesssrip how it will
be sometime, or somewhere, or how it was in thestigde days, but
it seems to me that our minds want to be held i® bint all the
time; -- This is present experience. We want toeusind this for
ourselves and we want to believe for these veryergpces now.
True, they were experiences of olden days, but they to be
repeated, and even with greater power and fullmessir day; and
there are to be those right here, as | have sdmfdgevho are to see
these things for themselves. | pray God that | lmapne of them. |
want to see these things. | want to live in thégegs. It is what we
have been looking forward to for years. | praisel@wt it is here. |
want to see it; and not only that, | want to bétimp it and have a
part in it.

We will further consider this evening some thoudtrsught out
in the twelfth chapter of First Corinthians whetespeaks of the
gifts. | can only consider these briefly. "Now taere diversities of
gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are diffeesc of
administrations, but the same Lord. And there axerdities of
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opinions, but it is the same God which workethrakll." (Verses 4-
6) Notice these three verses. In the fourth ihes 'tsame Spirit," in
the fifth it is the "same Lord," and in the sixths the "same God."

"But the manifestation of the Spirit is given toeey man to
profit withal. For to one is given by the Spiritethvord of wisdom;
to another the word of knowledge by the same Sgwitanother
faith, by the same Spirit; to another the giftdhetling by the same
Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to dmat prophecy; to
another discerning of spirits; to another divensdki of tongues; to
another the interpretation of tongues: but all ¢hesrketh that one
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man sa&Weas he will."
(1 Corinthians 12:7-11)

The first thought | want to call your attention itb connection
with this general subject is this: That it is tleane Spirit, the same
Lord, and the same God in all, and that these @ifts but the
manifestations of the same Spirit. Notice how 8ysrit is spoken of
in the eleventh chapter of Isaiah, where some @fctiaracteristics
of the Spirit are given.

"And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon himetspirit of
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel anght, the
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.dAne shall make
him of quick understanding in the fear of the Loadd he shall not
judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprafter the hearing of
his ears." (Verses 2, 3)

Now in whom were these gifts fully manifested? [AGrist.]
You will remember that when Christ was here theriSpias not
measured out to him, and all these gifts were meatefl through
Christ, in whom was the fulness of the God-headlypagho was
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anointed with the oil of gladness above his fellowgho was
anointed with the Holy Spirit.

Let us notice these gifts: The word of wisdom: Tkaid, Never
man spake like this man. They were astonished satMords and
said, Whence hath this man such wisdom? Isn't keesthn of
Joseph? Isn't this the carpenter? Are not his brstAnd his sisters
right here with us? He received that Spirit of vaisdfrom above.
So we might go through all the list and speak efftith in his life,
of healing, and the work of miracles, of propheciasnd the
discerning of spirits, etc., etc.

The gift of tongues was given to the disciples ba tay of
Pentecost. But it was given them for use right trsenthat those of
all the different nationalities might hear the gelsm the language
which they could understand. So it did not neediaterpretation of
tongues there.

Follow the experience of the disciples and see timge gifts
were manifested at once. Here was the gift of tesguanifested in
the very outpouring of the Spirit of God. The gft healing was
seen in the case of the lame man at the gate déthgle. Then the
Spirit came when Peter and John were called béfhereouncil, and
they took knowledge of them that they had been Withnist. They
knew they were unlearned and ignorant men. You folgw the
whole record through and find instances. Peter fillasl with the
Spirit of wisdom so that he understood the wholetenaabout
Ananias and Sapphira, that they lied to the Holp$ttand proposed
to keep back part of the money. And then in thees aalsStephen
when he was brought before the council, "They we@ble to resist
the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake." Act. It was the
gift.
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It was not any unusual thing for one to prophesyfon the
Spirit to be manifested in vision. That was congilhy happening.
When the gospel was to go to the Gentiles, Coradiad a vision.
He obeyed it. Peter had a vision to prepare himbermission he
was to perform. The Spirit told him that the merrevdown at the
door waiting for him, and further instructed him dgo with them,
nothing doubting. He went and preached, and they ISqirit fell
upon him. We read in the tenth chapter that whertbly Spirit fell
on them, "they of the circumcision which believedray astonished,
as many as came with Peter because that on thélgSesiso was
poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they fdethem speak
with tongues, and magnify God" The gift of tongwess manifested
right there.

When Paul went on his way preaching, he asked sufntiee
disciples if they had received the Holy Ghost sitlogy believed.
The revised version says, "did ye receive the Hahpost when ye
believed." They said that they had not heard akhanithat way, and
then "they were baptized in the name of the LosligeAnd when
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Ghostecamthem; and
they spake with tongues, and prophesied." (Act$,16) So all
through the records the gifts accompanied the awipg of the
Spirit. You well know that there is no record oétlwithdrawal of
those gifts from the church. The point is that tBpirit was
withdrawn because of the turning away from God eefdsing to
submit to him; because the mystery of iniquity weatkand the man
of sin came in; because self was set up in placéanf. Then the
Spirit was withdrawn.

But now in the closing work of God, he wants thpatrito be
manifested again, and the gifts in the church &ppear. The gifts
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will reappear in the church. And God does not idteas it seems to
me, that these gifts are to be confined just to lo@e, or perhaps
one there, and that it shall be a rare thing thgtspecial gift shall
be manifested in any church. | believe that in ghasing work, with
the outpouring of the Spirit will come back in th&ilness the gifts
to the church just as in the early church. So tierte will be the gift
of wisdom, the gift of knowledge by this Spirit;ftgi of healing;
working of miracles; prophesyings; interpretatidntangues; -- all
these things will be manifested again in the churShch an
experience is spoken of in 1 Corinthians 1:5-7:dfTim everything
ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and irkabwledge; even
as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you:tlsat ye come
behind in no gift, waiting for the coming of our idbJesus Christ."
That is to be the experience of the church waitonghe coming of
the Lord Jesus Christ, -- every gift of the Spsgito be manifested.

There are to be diverse gifts -- diverse operatibns the same
Spirit, the same Lord. There is to be perfect urtly the way
through. Following in the same chapter is the wohuldlustration
of the human body. You see how this illustratesitiea of perfect
unity in the church, that there should be no donsi no schisms.
Suppose one foot decided to go over here, andttiee fmot decided
to go over there; of course there would be a tgaapart of the
body. Suppose you decided to go home tonight, ama yeet
decided not to go; if you left them there woulda&earing asunder
of the body. Suppose one hand says, No, | am noggbwill stay
here; there would be a tearing asunder of the body.

Now just in that way we are all members of one haihe
church. The body is Christ; and whenever the bedy imove, and
one hand takes hold of something, and says, Nm ¢j@ng to stop
here, there is a tearing asunder, -- there is aimgaof the body of
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Christ, just as though your hand took hold of phost and you went
on without it. The tearing asunder of any membeasea suffering.
When any member does not perform the work assigoed
properly, all suffer; and so there should be tipattsof unity in the
church that the whole church will be governed bg arind and one
will, just the same as all the members of the bady under the
control of one mind and one will; and in the chyrtfat mind must
be the mind of Christ. Then there is no tearingndsu then there
are no members left behind to cause a marred bbdt,each
member fills its place under the direction of onenamand one
Spirit. That is the unity that Christ wants in bisurch.

To one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdonmeTpromise,
which we are to take especially for this time,asirid in Luke 21.
Speaking of those who shall be brought into spiaites, and before
governors and kings to give their testimony: "®eitltherefore in
your hearts not to meditate before what ye shadivan; for | will
give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adveesashall not
be able to gainsay or resist." Verses 14, 15. N@aw is the promise
to be relied upon specially at this time. He wieggyou a mouth
and wisdom that none of your adversaries shallbibeta gainsay or
resist. But this means to rely perfectly on the dvof God, and to
have a perfect confidence in God, to step rightimat practical way
upon that promise.

There are those here that will be brought into giate, and we
have had instruction that the time is very near whe shall be
brought to give our testimony before the rulersthed earth. Now
when we are brought there, on whom are we to dép&he Spirit
of God, and the promise, "l will give you a moutidavisdom that
none of your adversaries shall be able to gainsagsust."
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But you see, we have got to take that promise ahd@on it in
order that the promise shall be fulfilled to uswitl not be that we
will depend upon our own wisdom and then the Loridl wake that
wisdom; but he will actually give you a mouth andgdom. It is just
the same as it was in the case of Jeremiah, asdegtin the first
chapter. The Lord called him, and he said:--

"Ah, Lord God! behold, | cannot speak: for | amhald. But the
Lord said unto me, Say not, | am a child: for tlstsalt go to all that
| shall send thee and whatsoever | shall commaed thou shalt
speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for | am wilthe to deliver thee,
saith the Lord. Then the Lord put forth his handgd daouched my
mouth. And the Lord said unto me, Behold, | havemy words in
thy mouth. See, | have this day set thee over @tiems and over the
kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and totags and to
throw down, to build, and to plant." (Jeremiah 1(®-

In connection with this you will remember the expace of
Moses, as set forth in Exodus 4: The Lord said unito, "Now
therefore go, and | will be with thy mouth, anddedhee what thou
shalt say" (Verse 12)

Now just take that as a practical promise. Remertimrwhen
the Lord said that to Moses and sent him to delilaer people, he
said it to every servant of his from that time amg whom he sends
on a similar errand. It is not necessary to seraltorthe country of
Egypt, but everyone of his servants to whom hegjavenessage or
word for the delivering of his people, to everyarigdhem he speaks
that word and light at that time. Just go; | wi# with you, and |
will teach you what you shall say. But in ordergeet the benefit of
that promise we are to stand on that promise, ahdgon it. It will
be fulfilled to us as in Isaiah 50:4.
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"The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the ledsrhat |
should know how to speak a word in season to hahithweary: he
wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth my edreiar as the
learned."

Now when the Spirit is given to his disciples, atal his
followers -- to those that will be ministers of th@nifold graces of
God -- when he gives his Spirit in this way, akksk scriptures are
to be fulfilled to us. Is n't this a glorious thdu@ to think of these
things as being simple and real, and that the was speaking just
as much to you and me, when he spoke that, as sedldVe are to
take it that way, and we ought to be just as simaglehildren about
it -- simple enough to believe that the Lord mearactly what he
says, and then act upon it. Any other attitude ttiet spoils the
whole thing. Let me read on that:

"Let no man deceive himself. If any man among yeenseth to

be wise in this world, let him become a fool thatrhay be wise." (1
Corinthians 3:18)

Now the first step in order to become wise in tyeseof the
Lord is to become a fool. That is to be perfectm@e; not to be
demented, not to be an idiot, that isn't it; bub&operfectly simple,
and to know continually that we know nothing asought to know
it; but always to be in the attitude of receivinght and wisdom
from him. You will remember the words of Paul comirg this
when he preached. "Howbeit we speak wisdom amosm that are
perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor b&tprince of this
world that cometh to naught: But we speak the wisad God in a
mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordaibefibre the
world unto our glory." (1 Corinthians 2:6, 7) Notis true that the
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salient facts of Christianity are perfectly simpled plain as facts,
and it is true that it is perfectly easy for anyavigo will, to receive
them unto salvation as living experiences in his aaily life; but it

Is also true that there is a science of Christyanit

We have spoken continually of a chain of truth. Niolelieve
that the time will come, as these things are retkalkhen there will
be a perfect chain of truth. A perfect chain, lia#ter link, and |
believe that that chain will unite us to the hopkick we have,
which is like an anchor of the soul, "both sure atehadfast, and
which enters into that within the veil;" and thdaiete will be a
perfect chain of truth that will unite our souls @hrist within the
veil.

There is a perfect science, | say, of Christiatitgt only the
Spirit of God can open up to us, and only underdinection of his
teaching shall we be able to bring it out. And in @xperience there
IS nothing, shall | say, from an intellectual stpoiht, that appeals
so strongly to my mind. There is nothing that peses a greater
fascination to my mind than the working after thisth. There is
something about it that draws one out all the tiraed he is
conscious all the time of more to which he is tacteforward. We
think to-day that it is a glorious truth; and to4moav we see more,
and we reach a little farther, and a little fartreard all the time we
are conscious that there is something greater loeyon

It was illustrated to me in an experience that d haith a
gentleman who was describing to me a silver mined #he
experience in developing it. He said they had bmeting a tunnel
into the mountain, and as they worked along towanésdeposits,
they found that they were near a grand pocket ef He said that
now they were working for that pocket, and justsasn as they
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struck that pocket, the stock would go up. But mosvare right near
a pocket of rich truth. No one knows when we ana@ato strike it,
and we are liable to strike it any day. We are fusling these veins
of truth, and we are strictly safe in saying thmre is a great pocket
near at hand; the indications are to that effectd Avhen will we
strike it? Why, almost any day. We are just reapreak into that
perfect pocket of wisdom, light and glory in therdr@f God. Well,
let us keep digging, and cutting the vein, and wayHKor it.

To one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdomainother the
word of knowledge; to another faith; to another ¢ife of healing;
to another the working of miracles. The same waykof miracles
will recur as in the early church. The servantsGod will go out,
their faces will be lighted up with the Spirit ofo® resting upon
them and with a holy consecration to the work, tresge will follow
them. Then will be fulfilled in a larger sense #&ipture, "These
signs shall follow them that believe; in my namalkthey cast out
devils" etc., etc. It will come to us, thank Goditd him be all the

glory.

Now when | think that for four years we have beernhe time
of the latter rain, and that God has wanted to paottithis Spirit that
these gifts might be restored, that his work migbtwith power;
and that he wishes us to join gladly in the worll an-operate with
him with the whole heart, it occurs to me that waevédn been the
hands that have been holding on and the feet tbatdn't go; and
rather than tear the whole body to pieces the hadywaited.

So we are told that we are years behind; and ifesomthe
hands had not held on, and some of the feet hacehsed to go, so
that the body could not move without tearing ifpteces, the body
would have gone right along these four years. Rthar than tear
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out a limb and leave it by the wayside -- that nseaou and me --
and so this four years' course be marked all thehwahese parts of
the body scattered along over the course, -- rattaar do that, the
Lord in great mercy has let the body wait, so thatshould not be
torn out and be left by the wayside. But the baglgaing on now;

and | say, Let every hand, and every foot, andyewsember be

ready to go, that the body be not torn asundert iEhahat the Lord

wants to do, and he is going to do it now: and &&Wwarned us and
told us of it for four years.

To another he gave the gift of prophecy. It waharacteristic
of Christ that he was the spokesman for God. It praphesied of
him before he came. You will remember the propheany
Deuteronomy 18:18: "I will raise them up a propfretm among
their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my @®nn his mouth;
and he shall speak unto them all that | shall comimam."” And
just as he finished his work here, he said to da@éi: "I have given
them the word which thou gavest me." Now to proghes its
broadest sense, as it seems to me, is to be asspakefor God,
whether you are to talk about the past, preserititore. It is to be a
mouthpiece for God. Christ was a perfect mouthpfecesod. He
should not speak of himself at all; and let me $ay,followers are
to be such perfect mouthpieces for Christ by theitSghat every
word that is spoken shall be the word of ChristdAway will go
all lightness, and chaffiness, and common talk, pasting, and
everything of that kind. It will go to the four wds. You do not find
anything like that in the character of Christ. Antlen the Spirit of
God rests upon man, he does not have any inclmabialo that at
all. A different spirit and a different mind takpassession of him.

It is time for this Spirit, and we are told to lotd it. The last
discourse that Christ gave was on the Spirit. Theteenth,
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fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth chapters oinJalre parts of one
discourse on the Spirit, and how it manifests fitddbw is the time
for us to discourse, as we have not been doingherSpirit, and
believe for it.

| wish to bring in another thought right here. "Qak not the
Spirit." (1 Thessalonians 5:19) The same phrasesesl exactly as
when we say, Quench not a fire, Do not put ouffilee We say the
fire was quenched by pouring water upon it. Quamattthe Spirit. |
have sometimes wondered what the force and meanititat was.
Put this scripture with it, and see if it does tlobw light upon it:
"Is not my word like as a fire? " (Jeremiah 23:28g Spirit of God
dwells in his word, and it is through his word tladitthese blessings
and graces come. Now we are told to Quench noSghuet; do not
put it out. "Our God is a consuming fire." "Is may word like as a
fire?"

Then you see how naturally followed the inquiry mdn the
disciples: "And they said one to another, Did nat deart burn
within us, while he talked with us by the way, amkdile he opened
to us the Scriptures?" (Luke 24:32) It says thearh burned as he
talked to them of the Scriptures. As he openedSbeptures the
word was like a fire and they didn't quench it. Natven it is like
that, and the message is like a fire shut up irbthrees, it will come
out. And when it comes out there will be light apower in it.
Quench not the Spirit. It is the Spirit of God iis word that gives it
power, and it is by that Spirit through his wordoecause all these
things came through the word, -- that all thestsgihd graces come
to us.

Now in closing, just a word. We have been talkiog these
evenings on this question of the Spirit, and howeceive it, and
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what it will do for us. But this subject does naanw to stop here, or
be left here. It seems as though almost the lasdl woght to be the
same as almost the first word, and that is: TheitSpeceived is the
thing that teaches us about the Spirit. That istwha want. And

these promises are to be taken as belonging taisisexactly as
much as they did to the disciples, and in the saamse; that the
Saviour was speaking to you and to me; and thatwiord is just as
much to us and is spoken just as much for us nowh@sgh he

spoke to us in person; because his word goes oigtgpeaking all

the way down to the very last. Then just let the@iSpome into our

hearts, and let that be the theme.
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